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Seasonal conditions 2015

The 2015 season was characterised by below average
minimum temperatures in June and mid-September,
followed by above-average temperatures at the end
of the season (Figure 1). The lower temperatures early
in the season reduced biomass production and were
followed by a rapid shift in temperature extremes in
September, which caused crops to mature quickly.

There were 16 frosts at the Wagga Wagga Agricultural
Institute (WWAI) in 2015 with the most severe on

3 July (3.5 °C) and the latest on 23 and 24 September
(=1.0°C and —0.5 °C respectively) (Figure 2).

Growing season rainfall (April-October) in
2015 was 333 mm, which is almost average
for the site, but this fell predominantly in
early to mid-season with September and
October rainfall below average (Figure 3).

Across the district, growers and agronomists reported
average to above average yields in the majority of
locations including WWAI. Above average rainfall
throughout winter provided a full soil profile leading

into spring, helping the crops cope with higher
than average temperatures in late September and
early October. Despite quicker crop development
in spring (flowering dates had a very tight range
for the later sowings of 3-5 days compared with
14 days for early sown crops), crop yields were
not adversely affected around Wagga Wagga.

Generally speaking, disease was slow to develop
in crops early in the growing season due to drier
conditions in autumn (May). However, very wet
conditions in June, July and August were ideal

for root and foliar pathogens to establish in many
crops in the region. Multiple wet days meant long
periods of leaf wetness and high soil moisture,
causing multiple infections and high disease
pressure heading into spring. In spring, below
average rainfall and warm temperatures significantly
reduced disease progression across the region.
However, in many crops the damage from disease
had already been done in winter and these crops
struggled with the dry finish to the season.
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Figure 1. Monthly temperatures at WWAI in 2015.
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Figure 2. Timing of frost events (<=2 °C) at WWAI in 2015.
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Figure 3. Monthly rainfall at WWAI in 2015.



