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Conservation Status

Castlereagh Swamp Woodland is
listed as an endangered ecological
community under the Threatened
Species Conservation Act 1995.

Description

Castlereagh Swamp Woodland is a
low woodland community that
occurs in poorly drained
depressions along intermittent
watercourses. Castlereagh Swamp
Woodland often has dense stands
of paperbark trees (Melaleuca
decora) along with other canopy
trees, such as drooping red gum
(FEucalyptus parramattensis ssp
parramatt-ensis). The shrub layer
is not well developed and is mostly
made up of young paperbark trees
(Melaleuca  decora  and M.
linariifolia). The ground layer has
a diversity of plants that tolerate
waterlogged conditions, such as
swamp pennywort (Centella
asiatica), common rush (Juncus
usitatus) and Goodenia paniculata.

Distribution

Castlereagh Swamp Woodland is
restricted to alluvial deposits in
the Castlereagh and Holsworthy
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areas. Castlereagh
Swamp Woodland is
now reduced to a total
area of 616 ha. and
occurs in the
Hawkesbury, Liverpool
and  Penrith  local
government areas
(NPWS 2002a, NPWS
2002b).

Ecology

Castlereagh Swamp

Woodland is a swamp
community, occurring along

intermittent creeklines. It is highly
adapted to seasonal fluctuations of
wet and dry. The heavy clay soils
crack during extended dry periods.
The small billabongs that occur in
Castlereagh Swamp Woodland
have their own character and
range of plants. Castlereagh
Swamp Woodland intergrades into
ironbark and  scribbly gum
woodland and is subject to periodic
fires. Most species are able to
quickly regenerate after fires from

lignotubers and buds beneath the
bark.
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Examples to see

Good examples of Castlereagh
Swamp Woodland can be seen at
Windsor Downs Nature Reserve
and Kemps Creek Nature Reserve.

Threats

Remnants of Castlereagh Swamp
Woodland are now extremely small
and vulnerable to threats, such as
weed invasion from surrounding
urban and rural areas. Other
threats include clearing for hobby
farms, rural and residential
development and clay/shale
extraction.

Recovery and
management

The recovery of this ecological
community is being addressed as
part of the Cumberland Plain
Endangered Ecological
Communities Recovery  Plan,
which is currently being prepared.

High conservation value
Castlereagh Swamp Woodland
remnants will be identified in the
recovery plan and recommended
for protection through a range of
mechanisms including reservation,
environmental protection zoning
and development control processes.
Other protection measures can be
through plans of management and
voluntary conservation
agreements. These measures will
enable the remnants to be better
managed for conservation and
vegetation corridors to be formed.
Natural drainage and watercourse
flow should be maintained and
high-nutrient run-off from
agricultural and wurban lands
should be prevented. The margins
of remnants need to be controlled
for weeds and, where possible, the
natural bushfire cycle should be
allowed to  maintain  plant
diversity.

For further information contact

Central Threatened Species Unit, NSW Department of Environment and Conservation, PO
Box 1967, Hurstville NSW 2220 Phone 02 9585 6678. www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au
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Important Disclaimer
The NPWS and the editor disclaim all liability and responsibility to any person, whether a purchaser or reader of this
document or not, in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any person who relies upon the contents of this
document. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information presented in this document is accurate and up-to-
date.
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