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FOREWORD

Sydney is Australia’s largest city, known infernationally
for its attractive sefting, climate and environment.

Cities like Sydney are constantly changing. The
challenge for government, private industry and the
community is to adapt to change and make the most of
the opportunities offered in a way which maintains a
city's best qualities and makes the most of its potential.
To do this in Sydney, we need to understand the city's

changing structure.

This publication gives a statistical snapshot of Sydney. It
tells us about how it is growing and changing. It presents
key demographic, economic and social data in an easy-
toread way, using graphs, maps, tables and
explanatory text.

Facts and Figures gives us access to vital information
which can help us in planning the best possible future for

Sydney.

Robert Webster
Minister for Planning and Minister for Energy



DEMOGRAPHY

H TOTAL POPULATION TRENDS

In 1989/90, the population of New South Wales was
around 5.8 million people. This is 34 per cent of the

Australian population of approximately 17.1 million. The

State’s proportion of Australia’s population has been
declining marginally since 1982.

However, it is still the largest in the Commonwealth. Of
all capital cities, Sydney had the highest share of
Australian population growth between 1981 and 1989
(the latest year for which capital city figures are
available)

Proportion (%) of Australian Growth 1981-86

Sydney 18.02 | Adelaide 4.40

Perth 12.52 | Canberra 2.68
Melbourne 12.42 | Darwin 0.86
Brisbane Q.23 Hobart 0.53

Sydney is the largest Australian city, having over 3.6
million people in 1990. This is close to tworthirds of the
State’s population. The next largest populated area is the
Hunter Region, which accommodates some 9 per cent of
the State’s total with over half a million people. The
llawarra Region has about 6 per cent of the State's total
with over 0.3 million people.

l POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

Total Population Capital Cities
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Source: ABS catalogue no0.3101.0, table 5

The distribution of population in the Sydney region is
changing. Developing areas are experiencing a high
level of population growth. These areas are
characterised by a high proportion of children. However,
in some other locations, such as long- established inner

areas, the population is generally steady or in decline.

Growth (more than 2%) Decline (all areas)
Wyong Waverley
Wollondilly Concord
Gosford Ashfield
Campbelltown Marrickville
Fairfield Botany
Camden Woollahra
Penrith Leichhardt
Baulkham Hills Burwood
Blue Mountains Drummoyne
Blackiown

Population of Local Government Areas as at
1990 (Provisional data)

e equals 10 000 in population



Il COMPONENTS OF POPULATION GROWTH

One of the major components of population growth is
natural increase (i.e. births less deaths). Another major
component is net migration, which is linked to the
movement of people from overseas, interstate and
intrastate.

In New South Wales over the last 15 years, the level of
natural increase has tended to provide a declining
confribution to growth, and net migration an increasing
one. By itself, Sydney's birth rate is well below the long-
term population replacement level.

For Sydney, the Hunter and lllawarra between 1981
and 1986, natural increase was the most significant
component of population growth. However, a
substantial increase in the number of immigrants between
1986 and 1989 caused natural increase to form a
smaller proportion of overall population growth,
particularly in the lllawarra, which affer Sydney, attracts

the highest proportion of overseas migrants in New
South Wales.

The average ferility level of women aged 15-39 in New
South Wales has declined from 78.53 per 1000 in
1981 to 74.77 per 1000 in 1989 (no separate figures
for Sydney are available). Within this overall trend there
has been an increase in the proportion of older women
giving birth. Fertility rates for women aged 30-34
increased from 79.01 per 1000 in 1981 to 96.5 per
1000 in 1989.

M MIGRATION TRENDS

Natural Increase as a Component of Population
Change 1981-86 and 1986-89

% Change
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Source: ABS catalogue nos. 3208.1, 3209.1 and 1304.1

In 1989/90, around 42 per cent of overseas
immigrants to Australia setfled in New South Wales. Of
this number the majority settled in Sydney. Immigrants
also seftled in the Hunter Region and in lllawarra.

In 1988/89 about 45 per cent of seftler arrivals in New
South Wales were born in Asia. The next highest area of
origin was Oceania which includes New Zealand.
Asian born settlers dominated again in 1989/90
followed by the United Kingdom and the Republic of
Ireland. The visa category of seftler arrivals disclosed an
increase in both the refugee and the business categories.

New South Wales is a popular destination for
immigrants from particular regions. Over 1989/90,
almost 60 per cent of Middle East born settler arrivals in
Australia  intended fo reside in the State. New South
Wales is also popular with Asian-born groups.

The destination of interstate migration is primarily to
Queensland and, to a lesser extent, to Western Australia
and the Australian Capital Territory. In the period
between 1981 and 1986, Victoria was the only State
from which New South Wales experienced a net gain.
Within New South Wales, Sydney experienced
population gains from some inland regions. However,
Sydney also lost population to other areas in the state,
mainly to coastal regions. Since 1981, the North Coast
has aftracted population to such an extent that its share
of growth has exceeded that region’s proportion of the
State’s population.

NSW Estimated Overseas Migration and Net
Internal Migration 1973-74 to 1989-90
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Source: ABS Australian Demographic Statistics, catalogue no. 3101.1

Overseas Migration 1981-82 to 1989-90, NSW
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l POPULATION AGE STRUCTURE

Over the 1980s the proportion of the population under
15 years continued to decline, while the 60 and over
age group increased. In 1989, seven per cent of the
population of the Sydney Region was under five years,
15 per cent was school aged under 15 years, 62 per
cent was of prime working age, between 15 and 59,
and the balance was 60 and over.

The median age of the population increased from 30.3
years in 1981 to 32.5 years in 1989 in NSW {(this
figure is not calculated for Sydney). This reflects
increased life expectancy. In comparison with other
regions in the State, Sydney has proportionately more
population in economically active age groups.

Il HOUSEHOLD FORMATION AND SIZE

Sydney Population Age Structure 1981-89
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Source: ABS catalogue no. 3209.1

Life Expectancy (years) NSW 1981-1988

Between 1981 and 1986, Sydney's population grew by
5.9 per cent, whereas households in private dwellings
increased by 7.5 per cent. This compares to increases of
around 13 per cent in the number of households in both
the Hunter and lllawarra and 10 per cent for NSW.

During the same period, in NSW and Sydney it was the
number of smaller households that increased most. In
NSW, there was a 17.5 per cent increase in one person
households and an 11.5 per cent increase in two
person households. Households with two or more
persons increased by only two per cent.

In Sydney one and two person households increased by
13.1 and 7.6 per cent respectively, but the number of
three-person households was static and the number of
larger households fell.

While outer Sydney had a six per cent increase in four or
more person households, inner Sydney experienced a
three per cent decline between 1981 and 1986.
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Source: NSW Year Book 1990

Household Size Sydney 1971-86
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H PRIVATE DWELLING STOCK

At the 1986 Census there were close to 1.8 million
occupied private dwellings in New South Wales,
representing an increase of @ per cent since 1981.

Between 1981 and 1986 Sydney experienced a growth
in occupied private dwellings of 75,000 to 1.14 million.
Over the same period, the Hunter increased by 17,000
to 164,000 and the lllawarra by 11,000 to 104,000.

B HOME BUILDING

Occupied Private Dwellings 1986

Sydney Reglon 1 140 000

Rest of State 402 000

Hunter Region 164 000

llawarra Reglon 104 000

Source: ABS 1986 Census

Housing construction includes both dwelling houses and
"other residential buildings” such as flats, town houses
and villa homes.

New housing and other residential building activity
peaked in New South Wales during 1988 /89 with
46,219 commencements. This reflected buoyant market
conditions, with the Sydney region reaching a peak of
23,793. Commencements during 1988/89 in the
Hunter totalled 4072 and in the lllawarra 4125. About
74 per cent of dwellings involved buildings of brick
veneer construction and 14 per cent involved cavity brick
construction.

Tight economic conditions during 1989/90 caused a
marked decline in dwelling commencements within the
Sydney region. The extent of the downturn was generally
in line with activity in most other capital cities.

During 1989/90 the construction of houses declined by
about onerthird on the level of the previous year.
However, the construction of other residential buildings
remained close fo the high level experienced in the
previous year.

In the Hunter region during 1989/90 there were a total
of about 3950 dwelling commencements. This was
about 100 dwellings less than in 1988/89. In
lllawarra, total commencements declined to around
3500 dwellings. This was over 600 dwellings less than

the previous year's level of 4125 commencements.

Total Dwelling Commencements 1989-90
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Source: ABS catalogue nos. 8741.1-5 Inclusive



l HOUSING MIX

Sydney's mix of different types of dwellings being
constructed is changing. Over recent years,
detached housing has accounted for a decreasing
percentage of total dwellings built, accompanied by
an increasing proportion of “other residential

buildings”.

This trend is reflected in private sector activity: in
1987 /88, detached houses made up about 76 %of
new construction, decreasing to 70% in the following

year and then to 63% in 1989/90.

M EXISTING DWELLING SALES

Total Sydney Housing Construction 1984-85 to
1989-90

Commencements ('000)
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Source: ABS catalogue no. 8741.1

The real estate market for existing dwellings has been
affected by the depressed economic conditions in

1989/90.

This is reflected in government records of the volume of
residential property transactions. On the latest available
figures, sales in the Sydney metropolitan area declined
by 25%over the two years ending November 1990. For
the same period, sales of residential properties in
Newcastle declined by some 50% and in Wollongong
by about 46%.

According fo a survey in March 1991 by the Real Estate
Institute of Australia, the annual median price of
established houses in Sydney was $171,400. This was
a significant decline from the peak level of over
$200,000 achieved in early 1989. However,
increased activity in the lower end of the residential
market was apparent in the final quarter of 1990 and
the first quarter of 1991. This indicated improved
affordability and rising buyer confidence with falling
interest rates.

Average Value of Standard Serviced Allotments
in Sydney 1987-90

Average Value $ ('000)
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Source: "NSW Real Estate Market" Valuer-General's Department

Median House Prices 1988-1991
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