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EXTRAOTS FROM THE VOTES AND Pi i
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Vorss No. 28. Tuszspay, 21 May, 1889, ¢

10. Womkine or triw Freneries Acr:—Mr. Frank Farnell moved pursuant -to i
(L) That a Select Commiitee be appointed, with power to send for persons ana s
- into and report upon the working of the Fisheries Aet.
(2.) That such Commiftee consist of Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr. Thompsen, Me. How..
Stephen, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Rifchie, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. bea.ver Mr, Carrruthers, and
Debate ensued. ~
Question put and passed

Vores No. 56. Wepyespay, 10 Joroy, 1659,

. Worxiye or tuan Frsueeris Aot (Formal Motion) —Mr, Dale, for Mr. Frank Farnell, moved,
pursuant to Notice, That the Select Committes now sitting on * Working of the Fisheries Act” be
authorized to make vigits of inspection to, aud to hold inquiries at, certain Hzheries of the Colony,

- Rx

and that the Committee have power to sit during any ad]ournment of this Iouse, to enable thein

to make the gaid visits of inspection.
Question put and passed.

Vorss No. 83. Tumspay, 27 Aveust, 1889.

4. WoRKING OF THE FISHERIES AcT —’\Ir. Frank Farnell, as Chairman, brought up the Report fron,
and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedmﬂ's of, and Bvidence faken before, the Select
Committee for whose consideration and Report this subJect was referred on 21st Ma,y, 1889,
together with Appeadices.

Ordered to be printed.
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WORKINGTOF THE FISHERIES ACT.

REPORT.

Tre Sprecr CoMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly appointed on 21st May, 1889,
“with power lo send for persons and papers, lo imquire into and report upon
the working of the Fisheries Act” and to whom was granted on 10th July,
1889, « leave to make visits of inspection to, and to hold inquiries al, cerloin
Jisheries of the Colony,”—have agreed fo the following Report:— :

Your Committee having bestowed a large amount of time and attention
upon the subject referved to them, and carvefully considered the varied evidence given
before the Committee find that the Fisheries Act has not worked as satisfactorily as
was anficipated by its framers. The Act has by reason of certain restrictions
operated harshly upon those engaged in the industry, and has not held out sufficient
encouragement to oyster-culture; indeed this industry has almost become a dead
letter owing particularly to the system of leasing and supervision being defective.

. 2. The evidence taken before your Committee, without exception, points to
the expediency of allowing an extension of the length of the various nets along the
corks, and your Commitiee recommend for the consideration of your Honorable
House,— ' _ '

(1) That the hauling-net should be allowed to be increased in length to 250
fathoms, with a mesh of 21 inches in the wings,%snd 2 inches in the bunt,
and that the bunt should not exceed  the length of the net.

(2.) That the garfish-net should not exceed 60 fathoms, with bunt not more
than %, and the mesh should be 12 inch in the wings and .1 inch in the
bunt.

(3:) That the prawn-net should not exceed 30 fathoms, having a mesh through-
out not less than 1 inch.

(4.). That the meshing-net to be used in tidal waters should have a length not
exceeding 120 fathoms, and a mesh unof less than 3 inches in any part.

(6.) That the inland waters’ net should consist of a net having a mesh of not
less than 4 inches in any part, and not fitted with a bag or purse; and no
net should be used in the tributaries of inland rivers.

{6.) That each net should be considered legal when passed by an inspector, and
should not be forfeited until a second conviction. ' :

(7.) That no net be set across any inland river without leaving a width of at
least 12 feet of water between each bank and the ends of the net, and any
person wilfully placing any obstruction of whatever kind between the net
and the bank so as to prevent fish freely passing should be liable fo a
heavy penalty. : o

(8:) That the legal weight of the garfish be reduced to 1 ounce, considering that -
it is & migratory fish and vast quantities can be captured. -~ .

3. Your Committee have cause to regret that more discrimination has not
been shown in the closing and opening of rivers and bays for fishing-—it having heen
praved to the Committee that the local Inspectors have but seldom been consulted

1in regard to the closing or opening of waters, but that closures have been made by
" the Fisheries Commission which have caused hardship to the fishermen as well as

deprived the public of being able to obtain fresh fish, notably on the Parramatta,
Hawkesbury, and George’s Rivers. o S
4 Your Committee urge that immediate attention be directed to the way in

which the fish in the Murray and its tributaries are being captured and destroyed..
5. Your Committee have learned that trawling is not practised by the fisher-

men of New South Wales, and they recommend that the coast be surveyed without
. . 4 6.

delay and some encouragement offered to frawlers.




41

6. It has been shown to your Committee that much delay and inconvenience
have been caused the fishermen by the delays that have taken place in the Fisheries
Department through the absence of a quorum of the members of the Commission,

~and they cannot but add that the mode of procedure in many instances, in transact-

ing business in the absence of a quorum, was irregular and objectionable.

7. Your Committee have ascertained that the members of the Commission
have been very 11169;‘111&1 in their attendance on the Commission, and much delay
has been caused in consequence.

‘8. Your Committee recommend that the fishermen’s license fee remain as

at present, 10s., and that the boat license be dispensed with.
9. Your Committee are of opinion that all openings and closures of waters

should at all times he wnotified without delay to the Fisheries Inspectors of the -
various districts for the purpose of affording direct information to the fishermen,
and further suggest that in districts where plactlca,ble the local police officers be
appointed to perform the duties of Assistant Inspectors of Fisheries, and that’

Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors should be authorized fo issue licenses and
collect fees,

10. Your Committee beg to point out the deplorable condition of the oyster
fisheries, which once yielded profitable employment, and recommend as a remedy the
granting of large areas of foreshore on the leasing system, which shall be subject to

tender, and that the rent be determined by the amount tendered, and in no case

should a lease be granted unless the rent be paid one year in advance.

11. Your Committee have learned that under the present system of oyster-
leasing, pilfering and indiscriminate selection of small areas have interfered with the
success of the lessees of larger areas.

12. 1If has been proved-to your Committee that a very unsatisfactory state
of affairs exists in regard to the sale of fish at the Woolloomooloo Market, and they
recommend the following :—

(1) That an additional market be established close to the Railway and con-
venient to water carriage—to be under the supervision of an officer
- appointed by the. Government, who may be authorised to sell consign-
ments of fish at any hour after their arrival; and that all fishermen shall
©~ + have the right to appoint their own auctioneers or salesmen.

. (2.) That the present market accommodation at Woolloomooloo being madequate,
and the fact being disclosed, that fish are at the present time lhable to be
spat upon and trodden undor foot, the Municipal Council of Sydney be
asked to provide means for the display of fish by erecting suitable raised
tables on which they could he placed for inspection bhefore sale.

. (3.) That railway freight on fresh fish and oysters and on fish baskets 1etu1ned
empty should be reduced.
13. Your Commiitee recommend that the present Commission be abohshed

‘and the whole Department reconstructed; and they suggest that, in place of the .
Commission, direct Ministerial control be estabhshed and one gentleman appointed

to preside over the Department, who should report to the Minister having such
control.
14, Your Commiftee are of opinion that, although the -Commissioners have
done good work, they will not object to being relieved of their duties; and your
Committee, in defermining on their Report, acknowledge their valuable services as
00mm1s510nels

15. In the event of the Commission being retained; your Commlttee would
recommend that two representatives of the fishermen in the Colony be placed on

that. Board.
16. Your Committee cannot conclude this Report without expressing their

‘econviction that the Government has been to blame for its inactivity in carrying

out :the Commission’s recommendations; and they confidently believe that the

evidénce submitted with their Report, and the various suggestions embodied therein,
together with the Draft Bills appended thereto, will prove of great value in settling

th1s important question.
FRANK FARNELL

No. 8 Commitiee Room, _ S Ohaxrman
Sydney, 21 August, 1889,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

TUESDAY, 28 MATF, 1889.
Meypers PRESnNT :—
Mr. Frank Farnell, Mr, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Ritehie, Mr, Stevenson,
Mr, Nobbs.

Mpr. Frank Tarnell called to the Chair. '
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clers. ©

' Committee deliberated,
[Adjourned till Thursday next, at & quarter-past Two o'clock.]

THURSDAY, 30 MAY, 1889.
Meuerrs PRESENT (—
Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
My, Ritchie, | Mr. Nobbs.

Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Drs. J. C. Cox and E. P. Ramsay and Mr. 8. I, Iyam bs summoned to give

evidence next meeting.
‘ [Adjourned til Wednesday next, at Tws o’clock. ]

WEDNESDAY, 5 JUNE, 1889.
MemsEns PrEsrwT —
Mr, Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr. Howe, Mr, Thompsor,
Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Ritchie,
M, 'William Stephen.

Dr. £, C. Cox (President of the Fisheries Commission} called in, sworn, and examined,

Witness kended in memorandum in reference to transference of Inspectorial Staff ; copy of pro.
posed legisiation in reference to the Fisheries of the Colony; list of officers and employces in the Fisheries
Department; statement of receipts and expenditure of Fisheries Department from 1881 to 1888 ; correy-

ondence in reference to prosecutions under the Fisheries Aet; list of applications for oyster culture

- eases, by R. B. Armstrong and Sons; report by Inspector Mulhall on fish supply at Woalloomooloo

Market ; return of oyster culture leases from 1883 to 1889 ; returns of fish brought to ‘Woolloomooloo

Market from 1885 to 1887. [See Appendices A1 0 10.]

‘Witness withdrew. _
[Adjourned $il} Thursday, 13 June, at Two o'clock.

PHURSDAY, 18 JUNE, 1889..
Meupers PrEsenr:—
Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mz, (F'Bullivan, © Mr. William Stephen,
Mpr. Ritchie, Mz, Stevensomn,
Mr. Nobbs.
Dr. B. P. Ramsay (ore of the Fisheries Oommissioners) called in, sworn, and exsmined.
Witness withdrew, '
Bolomon Herbert H
“Witness withdrew.

vam (one of the Fisheries Commissioners) called in, sworn, and examined.

[Adjourned till Taesday next, at Twe o'clock. ]

TUESDAY, 18 JUNE, 1889,
MEeMBERS PRESENT (—
My. Frank Farnell in the Chair.

Mr, O'Sollivan, Mr. Seaver,
Mr, Ritchie, : - Mr. William Stephen,
Mr, Stevenson, Mr. Howe. i

Lindsay . Thompson (Secrefary to the Fisheries Commission and Chigf Impécta?" of Fisheries) called

in, sworn, and examined. . : :
. Witness handed in copies of two Bills framed for the amendment of the Iisheries Act, wiik
memoranda explanatory of same; copy of letter to Messrs. Duff and Collins, auctioncers, submitting for -

sale forfeited fishing-nets ; list of officers and employees in the Fisheries Department ; also memorandum

suggesting alterations in the Inspectoral Staff. [dppendices B 1 to 5.]
© Witness produced correspondence respecting removal of Inspector Quinan.”

‘Witness withdrew, , s
[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Two o’clock.]

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 20 JUNF, 1889.

MenBERS PRESENT :—
Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr. Nobbs, Mzr. Ritchie,
Mr. William Stephen, M. 8tevenson,
Mr. Howe.
Alexander Oliver, MLA. (one of the Fisheries Commissioners), called in, sworn, and examined.

‘Witness withdrew,
[Adjourned il Tuesday next, at Two o’cloelk. ]

TUBSDAY, 25 JUNE, 1889.

MemMBERS PRESENT :(—
Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr, William Stephen, ! Mz, O’Sullivan.
Thomaa Mulhall (dssistant Tnspector of Fisheries) ealied in, sworn, and exsmined.

‘Witness withdrew.
{Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Zwo o’clock.]

TUESDAY, 2 JULY, 1889

Mruumprrs PRESENT :—
Mr. O’Sullivan, Mz, Seaver,
Mr, ‘William Stephen, Mr. Ritchie,
Mz, Stevenson.

In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. (’Sullivan was ealled to the Chan pro tem.
Thomas Mulhail called in, and further examined.
‘Witness withdrew.
TJohn Duncan Grant (Assistant Tnspector of Fisheries) called in, sworn and examined,
Witness withdrew,
Peter Smith {dssistant Inspector of Fzsﬁemes) called in, sworv, and examined.

Witness withdrew.
[Adjourned tll Thursda,y next af Two o’clock. ]

THURSDAY, 4 JULY, 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:—
Me. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mcr. Ritchie, | Mr. Stevenson,
Mcr. Nobbs,

Richard Seymour (Inspector of Nuisances for the City of Sydney, and an Assistant Inspestor of
Fiskeries) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness handed in return showing quantity of fish received and sold by suction, the quantity
condemned, and commission on sales ab the Eastern Fish Market, 8ydney. [ dppendiz C 1.]

Witness withdrew.

Petor Smith called in and further examined.

Witness produced list of leases for oyster eulture, and of lessees who ave in arresr thh their rents
in the Hawkesbury Distriet.

‘Witness withdrew. )

- [Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Fwo o’clock.]

TUESDAY, 9 JULY, 1889,

MEMBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr. Ritchie, ) Mr. Seaver,
Mr, William Stephen, Mr. O'Sullivan,
Mr. Howe, Mr, Stevenson.

James Charles White called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness withdrew.

Frederick William Smithers (Zravelling Inspector of Fishories) called in, sworn, and examined.
‘Witness withdrew,

Resolved,—That the Chairman oblain the necessary leave from the House for the Commiitee to

ma.ke visits of mapechon
[ Adjourned 11 Thursday next, at Zhwo o’clock.]

THURSDAZ,
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THURSDAY, 11 JULY, 1883.
MEMBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr. William Stephen, | Mzr. Stevenson.

Entry from Votes and Proceedings, granting leave to the Committee to malke visits of mspectmn
to, and to hold inquiries at, certain Fisheries of the Colony, read by the Clerk.

Henry Woodward (Oyster-dealef) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness withdrew. )

Richard Hellings (Boatman, Fisheries Department) called in, sworn, and examined,

‘Witness withdrew,

Ordered,—That W, N. Cain, T. Temperley, F. Nelson, and . G. Benson be summoned, under the
Parligmentary Tvidence Act, for Tuesday and Thursday next. .

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Tws o’clock.

TUBSDAY, 16 JULY, 1889,
MrusERs PRESENT :—
Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair,

Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Seaver,
Mr. William Stephen, My, Stevenson,
Mr. Howe, Mzr. Ritehie.

Frederick Nelson (Jnspector q)‘ Inland Hisheries) called in, sworn, and exammed
Witness withdrew.
William Nicholas Cain (Assistant Inspecior of Fisheries) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Thomas Temperley (Inspector of' Northern Fisher izs) called in, sworn, and examined.
‘Witness withdrew.
) The Clerk drew the attention of the Commibtee to certain alterations made by Mr. H. Woeodward
1n his evidence. :
The Commitiee directed that certain of the alterations should be struck out.
[Adjourned #ill Thursday next, at Zwo o’clock. )

THURSDAY, 18 JULY, 1889,
MzMprrs  PRESENT :—
Mr. Fragk Farnell in the Chair,

My, William Stephen, Mr. Howe,

My, Rifehie, Mr. Stevenson.
Frederick Nelson ealled in and further exdmined.
‘Witness withdrew.
Thomas Temperley ealled in and further examined.
‘Witness withdrew.
George Gordon Benson (Inspector of Southern Fisheries) ealled in, sworn, and examined,
Witness withdrew.

EA.djoume& till Tuesday next, at Two o’clock. ]

TUESDAY, 28 JULY, 1889

or of . ' } Meubneas PRESENT :—
ntity - My, Frank Farnell in the Chair,
' Mr. O'Sullivan, ! Mr. William Stephen,
Mr. Ritchie, | Mr. Nobbs,

Mr. Stevenson.

Thomas Temperley called in and further examined.

Witness withdrew.

Frederick William Smithers called in and further emmmed
‘Witness withdrew.

Peter Richardson (Fiskerman) called in, sworn, and exa.mmed
Witness withdrew.

James BEdwards (Fiskerman) called m, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.

renfs

{Adjourned till Thursday next, at Zwo o’clock.]

THURSDAY, 25 JULTF, 1889,
MEeEMBERS PRESENT:—

- Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
M. Howe, - Mr. Ritchie,
Mr. Stevenson, - Mr. William Str,phon
Mr. Thompson.
e to _ James Richard Hill (one of the Fisheries O’ommzsswners) called in, sworn, and examined.
‘Witness withdrew.
The Clerk submitted the following claims for witnesses expenses :—Thomas Temperley, £13;
Frederick Nelson, £4 11s. 9. ; G. G Benson, £5 17s.
Claiths considered and p&ssed
[Ad]ourned till Tuesday next, at Tiwo o elock j

TURSDAT,
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TUESDAY, 30 JULY, 1889.

MemnErs PrESENT -

Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.
Mr. Howe, | Mr. Stevenson.

James J. Macfadyen (President of the Fishermen’s Associntion) called in, sworn, and examined,
‘ Witness handed i copy of Memonrial from the Fishermen’s Association to the Colenial Secretary,
s getting forth dertain grievances of the fishermen. [See dppendiz D 1.]
! Witness withdrew.
; William Neal (Fisherman) called in, sworn, and examined.
' Witness withdrew.
b [Adjourned il Thursday next, at Lo o’clock.]

THURSDATY, 1 AUGUST, 1889,

, _ MEempERs PrEsEwy :—

: ; Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair.

S Mr. William Stephen, | Mr. Stevenson.
' ’ John Moore Chanter, M.P., called in, sworn, and examined.

! Witness withdrew.

Philip Cohen called in, sworn, and examined,

Witness withdrew.

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at- Two o’clock.]

a | TUESDAY, 6 AUGUST, 1889.

L _ MrmpERs PRusENT i—

5 _Mr. Frank Farnell in the Chair,

J : Mr. William Stephen, Mr. O’Syllivan,

i | : Mr. Ritchie, Mr. Stevenson,
Mr. Howe, Mr. Nobbs.

? Tindsay (. Thompson called in and further examined.
e Witness handed in minute in reference to importation of salmon ova, [See ppendiz I U.|
; Witness withdrew.
James J. Macfadyen ealled in and further examined.
Witness withdrew.
Thomas Gascoigne (Fiskerman) called in, sworn, and examined.

! ‘Witness withdrew. .
: - [Adjourned till Thursday next, at Fwo o’clock.]

THURSDAT, 8 AUGUST, 1839. -
| ‘ MruBERS PRESENT :—
i . Mr. Erank Farnell in the Chair.

= ~ Mr. Ritchie, Mr. Howe,
L Mr. William Stephen, . Mr. Steveuson.

Committee deliberated as to their Report.
[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Twoe o’clock.]

THURSDAT, 15 AUGUST, 1889.

! : MEAEERS PRESENT i~ R
' Mr. Howe, | Mr. Ritchie,
: Mr. William Stephen, )
In the absence of the Chairman, Mz, Howe was called to the Chair pro fom.
Draft Report of Chairman submitted.
Same read and considered.
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Twe o'clock.

. TUBSDAYT, 20 AUGUST, 1389,

Mrwpwns PRESENT : —
R Mr. Stevenson, | My, William Stephen,
In the.absence of a quorum the mesting ealled for this day lapsed.

PUESDAT,.
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TUESDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1889,
MEMEBERS PRESENT :—
Myr. Trank Farnell in the Chair,

Mr, William Stephen, Mr. Ritehie,
Mr. Howe, Mr. Stevenson.

Draft Report further considered, amended, and agreed to,
Chairman to repord to the House.

LIST OF WITNESSES.

Benson, George Gordeon . .
L5 T . G S RN
Chanter, John Moore, MLP. .......... [P e e et et e
Cohen, PRILP viviiiiniirceinininieeemc it i racimrmsasns ses maeant e varssnassannens e e
Cox, Jumes C., MLI, ... e s e [T ereree e e
Edwards, James ............ B PO UR TP
Gascoigne, THOMES .....covcioiiii i e e et b e
Grant, Johu Dunean ......... P, P e virasaraes
Hellings, Richard ... e rar i rraaee e e e rras e
Hill, James Richard ........ccovnvvuennns S PP
Hyam, Bolomon Herbert ........iociivnen i e e f
Macfadyen, James J. oo e e e e e e e
Mulhall, TROMASE «oveeeveecereeevrnna. e e e b aaan e serae rrane teeertentantraer aeeetetiaes
Neal, WillIBIm vevveriiniicivrirniieiaieraeie e vvnrannenns T U OPPPIN
Nelson, Frederick .....ocoiiiiiin i rieans ST e, i tersseressrns
Oliver, Alexander, MLA........coovvirinininna o TN AT e et eed e A ettt Re b s et ten
Ramsay, S s L I T U Mrerreieiarsrr e ae
Richardson, Peter ...cciveniniiians erermca e N
Seymour, Richard ...coeorniiiiini e, vt b b i
Smith, Peter.....coivieinnas . [T e ettt s ane [T
Smithers, Frederich WilIam ...t s sr s s s es srniran e e as
Temperloy, TROMABE ..o i irmr st e s ra e g aa
Thompson, Lindsay Greorge .........ocooeiieiininirin O s
White, James Oharles....oo.viiriiiiiin i it e cri e e e
Woodward, Henry .o, s e TR [

3814

96,116

52,80
69, 73,79
17,109
50

59
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i L EGISTATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH:WALES.

MINUTES-0F EVIDENCE

TAKEN BEFORE

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

i ON THE

WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT.

WEDNESDAY, 5 JUNE, 1889.

Present: —
Mz. FRANK FARNELL, Me. THOMPSON,
M=z, O'SULLIVAN, Mr. HOWE,
Mz, WILLIAM STEPHEN, Mz, RITCHIE.

FRANK FARNELL, Esq., v THE CHAIR.

Dr. James C.-Cox ealled in, sworn, and examined :—

1. Chairman.] What position do you bold in connection with the Fisheries Commission? President. Dr. 7. C. Cox.
2. How long have you occupied that position? Since Mr. Macleay’s resignation, 1 produce copy of
correspondence on that subject. Itwas stated in the House that the members of the Commission resigned 5 June, 1889.
in a body, but that is a mistake. Mr. Macleay resigned in 1882. I was appointed President on the 19th :
Qectober, 1882,
8. Are there four other gentlemen on the Commission with you? Yes. '
4. As Commigsioners you are not under any Ministerial direct control? Yes, too much so. That is what
we all complain of, - We practically feel that we are not Commissioners. I do not lock upon myself as a
Commissioner at all.. 'We have no power beyond what the Act gives us, but the interference on all sides
is too great for the Commission to be eomfortably worked. If we want to move one of our servants or
employees from one district to another the influence which is brought to hear is certainly what it ought
not to be. "We wanted to remove a man the other day from Wollongong to Hawkesbury, and petitions
came in from Mayors, J.¥'s,, and everybody about the district, asking that the man may not be removed.
Some short time ago I requested the secretary to draw up a document which he and I had agreed upen to
bring before our Board, because T wanted to maintain the principle that it was better to move our
rervants—inspectors particularly—from one distriet to another, on account ef the fact that they become
affected by local influences which ought not to exist. Ihand in the document referred to. [Appendiz A1.]
1 regret to say that I have never bedn able to get the suggestions carried out up to this day.
5, Have you taken an active interest in the fishing industry ¥ ¥es, I have always been interested in it.
6. Do you think that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have been applied jusily and have given satis-
fac_tion to fishermen and oyster-men ? 1 believe they have not, but it is the fault of the law made by the
legislators of the country utterly against the advice of the Commissioners.
7. Have you any reason to doubt the advisability of continwing the present Commission? No; I think
o She Commission is the proper thing if you give them proper powers. ‘
#s 8. As Commissioners have you all worked harmoniously? ~Yes, I have never had a dispute with any of
the Commissieners.
I 9. How many sittings do you have ? One every week. ;
i 10. Do all the Commissioners attend ? No, they do noet all attend ; Mr. Hill is extremely regular in his
g attendance ; Mr. Hyam isregular in his attendance ; Mr. Oliver, till quite recently, scarcely ever attended ;

Mr. Ramsay, at.the Museum, is a very irregular attendant—he is scarcely eyer there.

11, What time fs %ségiaﬁsx:aken up at your meetings # T do not think we ever get off under two hours.

— - : 12
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOBE 1THE SELECT COMMITTEE

Dr. 3, G. Cox. 19, Have you at any time as President of the Commission brought under the notice of the Crovernment
5%9 any proposal to remedy the defects alleged to exist in the Fisheries Act? Yes. In 1883, shortly after
Wi 1999 T fook up the office of President, T began to make suggestions on the subject. The Commissioners before
me felt that there were very serious defects in the Act; the Commissioners who were associated with me
at that time were Messrs, Want, Thomas, Geddes, and I think, Dr. Ramsay. We found it was very
diffienlt to work the Act; the defects were so great that we drew up a Bill at that time and recommended
the Grovernment to adopt it ; but not only was it nob adopted but it was never even taken the slighbest
I notice of. I produce the Bill which we recommended in 1883. [dppendiz A 2.] The Government did not
{ even say “ Thank you™ for it. _
- TR 18. Mr, Ritchie.] Speaking of the influence brought to bear, what kind of influence did you refer to?
[ i Local influence. :
i 4. Mr. Thompson,] Outside pressure? Yes; and too much politieal influence.
T %‘5- Mg. R};ii‘chie.] Where does the political influence come from—the Government or private members ?
IR Tom both, _
IR 16. Do you find the Government interfere at all? No; the Government ave dilatory in carrying out the
wishes of the Commission. For instance, we recommended 2 man to be appointed draftsman six months

|
' [1 ago, and we never got an answer to that letter until yesterday.

f ro 17. Chairman.] Have you at any time had complaints brought under your notice as to the unjust opera-
i ~ tion of the provisions of the Fisheries Ach by fishermen ? I have heard hundreds of complaints from
fishermen ; but they have every one been dealt with honorably and correctly ; that is one of the things
that T object to in your speech in the House. You said that the Act has been unjustly administered.
- I think it is a pity to let that go unchallenged; because it is a slur on any body of gentlemen who exist to
administer the Act. 1% is said, in the speech T refer to: “ For some time past we have had complaints
from the fishermen of this Colony of the unjust manner in which the Fisheries Act is being administered.”

| : I challenge this Committee to produce a single instance of that.
|
|

————

18. The officers charged with earrying out the provisions of the Act have pewer, I believe, to seize nets of
an unlawful mesh? Yes,
f 19. BHave many cases come under your notice of the seizure of nets? Very many.
200 Is it not a fact that some of the nets seized have been sold by the Commissioners, while in other cases
they have been allowed to rob after having been seized P Yes; we are obliged by a law which you gentle-
men made to wait fora certain time beforethe nets can be sold, and that necessitales their rotting. 1f
yott had allowed us to deal with the nets 2s we thought right they would net have rotted. ;
21, Ay, Ritchie.] What would you have dove with the nets? We would either have burnt them or
taken them to pieces and sold them for covering fruit trees and things like that.
22. Chaérman.] Is not your procedure an encoursgement to other people to break the law when they
" purchase the nets, for there is no doubt that they purchase them for the sake of fishing? We have never
been able to deteet such an instance; the purchasers have to sign a document that they will not use the

- nets for fishing purposes.* ‘
28. With reference to the constitution of the Commission, are you aware of any particular knowledge

"‘r.\ : possessed by your fellow Commisgioners with regard to the fishing mdustry ? X think that My, Hill is about
’ as good a practical fisherman as I know of; he is as well versed in the manners and eustoms and doings
of the fishermen as any man in this country; more than thathe is a first-class man of business. Mr. Oliver
has a good knowledge of fishing and of everything connected with fisherics ; Mr. Ramsay has a very good
knowledge indeed of the way in which fish breed, and of the different kinds of fish on the coast and the
waters they live in.  All these matters are very important.  Mr. Hyam is a very good practical fisherman,
and a very useful member of the Board. - - . : o
24. Have you taken an opportunity of visiting any of the fishing-grounds or oyster-beds? Ihave. I
would have vigited them more frequently but for the meanness of the Government in not allowing ug even
. RN 6d. to visit any one of them, and in not giving us even a vessel or a free pass by train by which we could
i . . travel to those grounds. : ‘ N :
' - - 25. Are you allowed no fees? No; they make me pay if I want to go to see the Illawarra Lake, for
instance, to ascertain if it is blocked up or not. I cannot get a railway pass to go anywhere. I once went
over on business to confer with the Fisheries Commissioners at Melbourne and they gave me a pass
across.  Directly 1 arrived in Melbourne I was given a pass to go all over the country.
26, During your visits to these different places, the fishing.grounds and oyster-beds, were grievances
brought under your notice by the fishermen and oystermen, or was it on account of previous complaints
made to the Commission that you-visited those places ? ~ I vistted several of them to see for myself what
was going on, but the mass of complaints were all received in writing. Hundreds of complainis come to
- me—my private consulting-room is sometimes inundated by fishermen. T was visited to-day by a man
A who is unlicenged, who fishes with an unlawful net in the Parramatta River, and then, because his net was
seized he wants me to give it back again, on pretence of ignoranee. That is the sort of thing we have to
_ ' deal with every day. '
27. Do you find many of these complaints are well grounded or are not sustained? All complaints are
" gone info carefully. Many of the complaints are well grounded, but the most of them are exaggerated:
and overdrawn. - _ : :
! 28, With reference to the meshes and nets, is it not a fact that new nets, after being passed as legal,
shrink and thus cause the mesh fo become smaller ? They do, but that is always taken info consideration,
I produce a diagram of our nets, which I believe will be useful to the Committee. o
29. Are yon aware of any. proceedings having been taken against men who used nets under the eir-
! cumsfances stated in my last question ? Yes, ' : : ‘
80. Do you remember what the result of that sction wag? If we think that an illegal mesh iz thiyresult:
of shrinkage caused by proper attention to the net the case iz always overlooked—there is never any

harghness used. In fact we are rather too lenient in many cases. .
81l. When once a net is pronounced to be legal should it not always be considered legal? - Yes, I maintain

that through thick and thin. R :
82. Mr. Ritchie.] If an alberation took place would it not be on the side of safety? No, the alteration
of the net would tend against the law, but once a neb is passed by our Commissioners I gay that a man

should be allowed to fish with that net until it is worn out. 38.°
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ON THE WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT. 3

98, My. Thompson.] Do you nob know that although the net will ab first take u}i1 and shrink, it will Dr. 4. €. Cox,
afterwards go just the contrary en account of the weight brought fo bear upon it by the water iteelf, a.pa,rtJuf“*’ﬁe- '18\-‘\‘89 o
from the weight of the fish and blubber? Yes, I do. K g g
34, Chatrmen.] Do you think it would be Dbetter to have a provision to punish people who bnug figh
to market under a certain size tather than be so particular as to the nets used ?  They are nob punished,
but their fish is seized, if the fish is found to be too light in weight according to the standard ordered by
the Legislature: .
35. Mr. Thompson.] And they are scized even in Grovernment establishments? Yes. A prowision as to
the size of the fish leads to dreadful effects, and which is destroying the fish in Melbourne waters. The
fishermen in Melbourne are allowed to use a net of any length or mesh, but if they are found with fish
below a standard weight in their possession anywhere they are punished. I took the trouble fo go to
Melbourne to see into this question, and I have conferred very carefully with Mr. Kent, who has been
investigating the fisheries of Victoria recently. He has been staying here for some time. I certainly
agres with him that the destruction of young fish left on the shore in Melbourne is a most melancholy
spectacle. In fact they are utterly destraying their fisheries through it.
86. Mr. Ritchie.] 1 suppose the fact is that these men are supposed to return the small fish to the zea
when they catch them? They will not live after they are taken out of the water. I have seen young
flounders killed in thousands along the coast near Melbourne ; the air is quite fainted in consequence.
That is my argument against the adoption of such a provision, "With regard to emptying the nets in the
wadber, that provision was considered necessary at one time. The law we bave mow provides that the
garfish net should be emptied in the water, with the object of putting out all the other fish except garfish.
That is one of the troubled points we have always had. The fact is that the poor fellows who were fish-
ing could not and would not do it. They were much injured by being wounded with fish of different
kinds. 1t was a harsh thing to pass such a regulation. R
37. Do you know that it is the practice of wany fishermen to use garfish nets for larger fish? I have
known this oceur many atime; in my own opinion, and the Board agrees with me thoroughly, a man should
be allowed to take any fish that he catches with the garfish net if the fish is of proper weight. They
would only otherwise die. )
38. Okasrman.] That iz entirely against the law? Yes.
39. Mr. Ritchie.] What are your regulations with regard to allowing fishermen to have the various kinds
of nets. Is one fisherman supposed to have all the different grades of mets? No, he can have any
net he likes. .
40. He can have two if. he chooses ?  Yes, he can have all or any of the nets authorised by law.
41. Do the meshes range from 1 inch up to 4 inches ?  Yes.
42. Then it is quite possible that the fishermen may use the small meshes which are intended for th
small fisk, to catch all kinds of fish? Yes, that is to say, the fishermen can go and cast his garfish net in
any position he likes, and he is allowed to take the fish that he catehes if they are of proper weight.
48, Mr. William Stephen.] If the fishermen catch no garfish, but make a haul of other kinds of fish, how
do you deal with them ? We let them bave thé fish. ‘ ‘
44, Mr. O’Sullivan.] Do you consider that these restrictions with regard to nets are too harsh? I do.
‘What is called a prawn net is 15 fathoms ; I will advise that it be extended to 20 {athoms. The garfish
net is 30 fathoms in the bunt, and 80 fathoms on each side, that is 90 fathoms altogether. I will advise
that it be extended to 125 or 150 fathoms. The hauling-net is now three-fifties. 1 will advise thatit sheuld
be inecreased to 800, or 850 fathoms, or probably a liftle more. I would advige the meshing-net as long as
100 fathoms at least. The Commissioners had a conference on the subject recently, and I now produce my
rough notes of the meeting, showing the result of the conference. This was brovght about by suggestions
which were drawn up by the Secretary at my suggestion, embodying all the defects that were discovered
in the experience of the Secretary and Commissioners during my tenure of office. I produce the
niemorandum which was drawn up by the Chief Inspector.” He drew up a new Bill which I now
preduce, altering all defects known. : '
45. Chatrman.]- You have no control I believe over the inspectors of fisheries, except in seeing that they:
carry out thelaw ? "W have no power of dismissing them. 'We ean only eall the attention of the Govern-
ment to, their conduet-—we have no power ourselves of getting rid of any servant under the Commission.
46, Mr. Ritchie.] Do you appoint them? No. .
. 47. You can only recommend them ? We wish we could do that alone; I am sorry that appointments
" have been made utterly epposed to the wishes of the Commission. I do not want to name anyone bus if

you wish it I will, ' : '
48. Chairman.] Are there any particular cases you -could refer to? There is the case of the man at
present in charge at Port Stephens, who was appointed in opposition to the wishes of the Commission.
He is a mest incompetent man, and we have since recommended thaf his services be dispensed with.
49. Have any of the inspectors been reported to you for dereliction of duty ? Yes. '
50. Xr. William Stephen.] Can you state any of the grounds of this man’s incompetency!? He does not
seem to know anything about fisheries. :
51. Mr. Thompson.] What was he before? A breken-down squatter T think.
82, Chairman.] How many inspectors have you? I hand in a eopy of some statistics, giving all that
information. [Appendiz A 3.] All the persons employed -are given in this printed list, I think the
serviees of two of the officers named there have been dispensed with, :
83, Mr. William Stephen.] What is the total number of your employees? About forty. ‘
54. 'What number ofp these are clerks employed in the office, and how many are employed in the actual

i Work of ingpection P Seven are employed in the office. The rest ate engaged on the work of:inspection.

¢ . 55. 'What is the total cost of the Fisheries Commission per annum? T hand in & statement of receipts’

¢+ and expenditure on aecount of the Department of Fisheries from 1881 to 1888. [dppendiz A 4.] I have

: had this document specially drawn up for the Committee. In 1881 the receipts in round numbers were'
£1,654, and the expenditure £1,488. In 1882 the receipts were £2,651, and the expenditure £3,033.
In 1888 the receipts were £2,943 and the expenditure £8,875. That was about the worst year

. we had, andit was owing to a change in the Oyster Fisheries Act. Tn 18%4 the receipts were

- . -£5,865 and the expenditure was £5,281. In 1885 the receipts were £4,988 and the oxpenditure
£5,621. In 1886 the receipte were £7,000 and the expenditure was only £6,000. In 1887 the
teceipts were £5,000 and the expenditure £6,000. In 1888 tlie ieceipts were £83,634 and the

' i Co - ' expenditure
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE

expenditure £6,255. T want to explain the reason for the last deficieney. It wasbecause you gentlemen
in your wisdom passed an Act toabolish theroyalty on oysters;-—~you took that responsibitity upon yourselves,
56. Mr. Ritchie.] From what source does your revenue come? There is £1 charged for every 100 yards
under oyster lease, then there are the fishermen’s licenses for boats and men, and there was a royalty on
oysters up to this year ;-—that was 2s. Gd. per bag.

57. Mr. William Stephen.] Was there any revenue derived from fines? No; that goes to the consolidated
revenue, and the proceeds of sale of the confiscated property goes to the Consolidated Revenue also.®

58. Mr. O'Sullivan.] With regard to the royalty on ovsters before it was abolished, were not onr fisher-
men very unfairly handieapped in competition with New Zealand and Queensland? Yes; they were
shamefully used. The people of this Colony paid £1 per 100 yards for the eultivation of oysters under
your new Act; then they were eharged 2s. 6d. for every bag of oysters which they produced off that
ground. Oysters were brought here from Queecnsland and New Zealand ; they were ufter rubbish, and
they were represented as our oysters. Those oysters eame in here without paying one farthing. Knowing
that this injustice existed, I catled on the Treasurer. Being a protectionist myself, I found it was a very
sore subject with him; I pointed out to Mr, Burns the working of the Act, and he said that rather than
give in to a proposal to charge 2s. 6d. per bag on oysters which came from abroad he would rather take
off the charge from the oysters raised here, The resulf is that the Commissioners lost & very large sum
of money indeed, and of eourse the country will have to pay for it. i

59. According to your statement there appears tobe a dual control with regard to the fisheries the Govern-
ment appointing the officers and dismissing them, and your Commission appearing to be a kind of Board
of guardians for disbursing the funde. Do you think such a state of things is likely fo promote the
interests of the fishing industry ? No, we recommended years ago that we should have absolute control
over these things. We are responsible only for what we do.

G0. 'What powers would you suggest as necessary to make you an effective body for the protection of this
greab industry P I will give a case to illustrate the difficulties we have to meet with, and I will suggest
that in such aggravated eases more power sheuld be given to the Board. There is a family named
Gascoygne on the Parramatta River, who have been detected seven times fishing, against the law. They
have been convicted about six times, and fined several times, and two cases against them were dismissed.
We ought to have power to take such men’s license away and prevent them from fishing again if they will
persist in breaking the law. They persist in breaking the law and we have no power to stop them, If
they are brought up to Court they are fined a shilling or a pound or two. [dAppendiz A 5.]

61. What would you suggest in regard to the appointment and dismissal of officers? We ought to have
absolute power to appoint and diemiss our own officcrs. 'We ought to be placed in exactly the same
position as the Museum Boeard is. : '

62. Chairman.] Do you think that all the officers in the Department are required ? I do not think that
we could do with less than the present number of officers. "We have reduced our staff recently, and thers
is » vast amount of clerical work to be done. . '

63. Mr. Lindsay Thompson is head of the Department and Secretary to the Commission ;—has he had
any practical experience in connection with fisheries? He knows the Fisheries Acts well, and has them
at his fingers ends. I do not know any man who knows the law better; I say it respectfnily ; but] Mr.

. Lindsay Thompson is a real red tapeist.

64. Is he charged with carrying ont the detail arrangements of the Department ¥ Yes. .
65. Is it customary for him to visit the different fisheries and oyster-grounds? No; he is not required
to do so by the law. "Whenever he is ordered to go there it is his duty to go, and he does go.
66. Are you aware that it is a source of complaint on the part of fishermen,. that the fish-market at
Woolloomoeoloo has not worked satisfactorily ? - I believe that the fishermen are most grossly used in their
employment. They are robbed. The fish canght in the waters of the lakes hetween Newcastle and
Hawlkesbury are sent on to the steamers in open baskets. "When the baskets arve going along the road or
knocking about & railway station, everybody seems to think it is his privilege to help himself to the fish.
‘When the baskets go on board the steamers everybody helps himself. They are landed on the wharf,
and lie there until people come to take them to the market. Every siroller about the wharf thinks that
it is his privilege to help himself fo the fish; then we discovered that the people who take the fish from
the wharf o the market pull up at two or three public-houses, and the detectives whom we employed
discovered that, while the drivers were taking a drink, persons came up to the cart and helped themselves
to the fish., "When the baskets arrived at the market one-third of the whole mass have gone ; then last
comes a most heavy impost on these poor fellows who have to pay, what I call middle-men. I hepe and
trust this Committee will see their way to have the fish conducted in an honest manner to our public
places where they are sold. I think that our fishermen are publicly robbed.
67. Who hag charge of the market? Mr, Seymour, an excellent officer,
68. Do yeu remember a man named Quinan ;---what wes he dismissed for ? I believe for not accounting
for some moneys in connectien with the revenue from oysters. The whole of the decuments are printed,
%9. Do you think it is possible for the inspecters te be in collusion with the fish and ayster sellors
es. :
70. Do you know Mr. Weodward, of King-street? Yes,
¥1. Does he know anything about fisheries? I think that prabably he knows as mueh about the cultiva-
tion of oysters as any man in Australia; Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Coote are also first-class men in oyster -
cultivation. _ o
72. Does Mr. Phillip Cohen know anything gbout the practical part of fishing? T helieve he iz o very
good fisherman. : '
73. Do you know if Captain Armstrong has any experience? Yes. This genileman applied to our
Commission for the oyster-leases, a list of which Tnow produce. [Appendiz A 6.] He deliberately took
-up the very eyes of the country, and according to the law we could not object to 1f. He never did any-
thing with the leases—he never toak them up. He put the office to an enormous expense, and never did
one bit of goed to the fisheries, - ‘ - )
74. What was his object ?  Simply to resell the land applied for. Mr. Cohen made ten applications for
leases. . The first application he kept for a long time and withdrew ; the same oecurred with the second;

and third. The next we had to cancel because he would not pay his money. One lpase wag issued ; the
: next

o

- Nors {on revision} :—This is not included in our receipts, '
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next one was kept for a long time, and it was withdrawn. The same was done with another, and in the DM?&-{
5 June, 1689,

next case a lease was issued, and the next one was cancelled.

75. Are you aware that the fishermen complain that the fishing grounds are closed for periods of over
twelve months at o time ?  They are always closed in accordance with the Act.

68, Does the Act state that you have power to close reserves for a period of six months, and that after
that a further proclamation by the Commissioners is necessary ?  On reference to the Act I find that we
have power o close them for a period not exceeding two yeors.

w7 How long has the Parramatta River been closed ?  For about four years.

#8. Therefore you have gone outside the limit? No wo reclosed i, We had a fresh proclamation

isgued.® .
9. It has never been actually opened since the fret proclamation? IE T have my way it never shall be

opened.

Sg_ Can you give any reason why the fish have decreased ¥ T think they have most enormously increased.

I do not knew any more extracrdinary sight than I saw a short time ago at George’s River which we

closed at the bridge right up to the head. The river was literally swarming with fish. The whiting

principally were in such enormous abundance that the flood drowned hundreds of baskets of them.

81, Is it nofi a fact that some eight or nine years ago one could go out on a fishing excursion and eatch

a3 many sorts of fish with a line as one éhose, whereas in many cages & persvn may go oub now for a whole

day snd not succeed in catching a single fish? I need only refer to the return of fish which are offered

for sale. [Sec Appendiz A 7.

82, I am speaking more particularly with regard to the Payramatta River? I do mot believe it, because

yesterday sixty baskets of fish had to be taken away from our fish-market. Certainly, many of them wera

bad from watting too long to be sold, but the most of them had to be sent away and destroyed or given

away, bocause no one would buy them, there was such a superfluous quantitﬁr.

88. Ifr. Ritchie]] What is the reason of your saying that you would close the Parramatta River entirely

if you had your way? Tt is one of the most important breeding-places we have in the country, particu-

larly for breeding and stocking Port Jaclson with fish for the anglers. If T had my way I would stop

net-fishing in Port Jackson altogether, and leave it for line-fishing only, as was done with Port Hacking.

You passed alaw a short time ago actually closing Fort Hacking. Why not do the same with Port

Jackson. ‘ '

84. 'Wonld not that be a hardship on fishermen who have settled there and expended a considerable amount
in establishing homes for themseI[eres ? I domnot. They get comparatively iiktle fish in Porb Jackson, and

it would encourage them to fish outside Port Jackson, where our supply of fish should come from.

85, Take the case of Gascoyne, who has been on the Parramatte Raver for twenty or thirty years, and”
where he has the whele of his investment for that purpose ;—would it not be a hardship to that man to be

deprived of his living ? Yes; one man might feelpthe hardship; but you must consider the community.

You must remember that the fishermen are taking fish econtinuounsly out of our waters, and you must find
means to replenish the supply. How are you te doit; doyou expect the fish to be always coming in

from the zea ? They will net do it, and the places we have closed are necessary for the breeding of the

fih. - If you do not protect such places you will have no fish at all in Poré Jackson. It is not irom the
fishing alone that the fish supply iz diminishing in those places. The great cause is the enormous traffic

of steamers up and down, and the filth thrown into the harbour, which encourages sharks and other

enemies of our fish to come in and eat them. ' '

86, You have said that the fishermen ave robbed inthe transit of their fish —could you suggest any remedy
for that? = I had a Jong conversation with the fishermen on this subject, and I advised them to subseribe
enough money to pay half the cost to employ 2 man to come down in charge of the baskets of fish, and I
said I would ask the Gévernment to subscribe the other half.

- 87. Would that be in eonnection with the Municipal Council or the fish-market P With the Fisheries’

Commigsion, "They could then do away with the middle men altogether. S
88. What is'the heavy impost which you refer to as being placed on the fishermen? That is by the agents.
89. Not the market dues ? There are market dues as well. ' o
90. Are they nnduly heavy ! 1 do not think so. What I refer fois an impost which is charged by the
agents for selling the fish, ‘ ' - ‘

91, Is there geod accommodation at the fish-market? Very good.

92. Are there expeditious facilities for distributing the fish? Yes. What I would strongly advise is

-$hat apother fish-miarket be established at the other end of the town—either at the head of Darling

Harbour, or, better, near the Railway station. Then the fish which come from Wollongeng and other places
could be sold in the evening. Very often fish armrive from there after the hour for. closing the fish-
market, and these fish have to be put in cold storage and kept until next day to be #old. The fish arenot
improved by this, and they have to pay for the eold storage. ‘ T ’ ’ s
5%3 Have you a list of the breeding places which you have referred to as being closed ? Yes; I hand
it 1n. - . . . o
94. Ts Lake Maequarie entirely a breeding ground ? Yes; the whole lake is a breeding ground, but we
could nof; close it becanse it would be too great a hardship ; it is a fine fishing ground. The Hawkesburj.
River above Bar Point is closed. 'We have been done a little injustice too with regard to that. The Chair.
man represented to the Assembly that no notice was taken of some complaints which had been made by
the Hawkesbury fishermen. ' C

95. Ckairman.] The statement was that no relief had been given ? 8o far from that being the case we.

" actually moved the reserve up to Bar Point.

96. That gives - very litile more space? Bar Point is » long way up towards Wiseman’s Ferry. Ttwas
g}zose:;[d at Peat’s Ferry. : .
J7. 1s not that only 4 miles from the railway bridge ? My advice was to open theriver as far as Wiseman’s
Ferry, and to close the txibutaries. All thg tribu%a,ries ax)'re very wisely clgsed now. a8 Wiseman's,
98. You are an anthority on the propagation of oysters? I have taken a great interest in it.

95. Can you tell the Committoe why it is that there is o dearth of oystersin the Parramatta and other
rivers? The principal cause in the Parramatts River is the enormous quantity of filth which is thrown

- into it, and the consequent stirring up of that filth by steamers. Another cause is the scandalous way in

whiq_h they are pilfered. :
. o - 100,

# NoTp {on revigion) ;—Thirty daye grace hﬁ;ving been allowed to Iapsg.
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Dz, X. G Gox. 100. Do you not think that if the whole of the rivers were closed to oyster-getters for three years the

TAwr  beds would be resuscitated P Yes; we recommended that, but you gentlemen actually passed a law in
9. opposition to us. N )

101. My, Thompson.] Have you found that food-water has a very deteriorating effect upon the oyster-

beds, very often kiliing not only the spat but the grown oysters, covering them up with fresh mud P Yes ;

floods from all time past have killed whole beds and masses of oysters.

102. Can you suggest any remedy for that ¢ 'The only way I can suggest is to do what we are trying to

do now to restore the beds in Georpe’s River. One of the causes why oysters are not now propagating

is because the rocksare so slimed with dirt and filth that the spat eannottake hold of them, Ifyoun throw

¥ & branch of a tree into the water you will find it covered with young spat in the season of spatting.

! ' 103. Mr. Ritchie.] Will the emptying of the city sewerage at Bondi have any ill eflect on oyster culture ?

‘ No; it will rather benefit us inside the harbour,

104. Ckairman.] What time does it take before an oyster is eatable? About three years, I faney

105. You have stated that oysters were imported from New Zealand, and that there was no royalty er

duty charged on the importation ? There is not any duty.

bl 106. Do you remember the case of a man named Hanley, who imported oysters, and placed them on land

brgon which he leased at Woolwich, in order to keep them fresh, In carrying outhis calling he used the oysters

§ F : as they were required, and sent them to the different oyster-sellers in Syduey. Did you charge him a

L royalty on those oysters, although they were actually New Zealand oysters? Yes. I might have a horse
i which T might send down to a livery stable, where it would be fed and bedded. Why should I not have to

i pay for that horse-feed. This man got a bed for his oysters, and food for his oysters, and why should he

e e
N T
5
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g

e

not pay for that.®
- P 107. Did he not have a lease P T am not sure on that point, but I think he had. He got food for his
¥ i oysters, and although itis & nice point, I think we were perfectly justified in our action. We might as
well say that aman could bring tons of oysbers from Queensland and lay them down here and that we
ought not to get any benefit from them.t '
108. Do you know hew many oyster-leases are in existence ? I will have the information supplied.
! [ dppendiz A 8]
i 1049, Do you know whether all the rents have been paid ? No; there are, or were, a great many in arrears.
il 110. Are there any means in the hands of the Commissioners to recover these rents, or are yeu obliged to
apply to the Glovernment? We referred this very subject to the Orown Solicitor, and asked him to try a
i [ tost ease, He wrote back and said if we paid for it he would do it.
| [ 1 ' 111. With regard to oyster-culture, can you give the Committee any information as te proposals you
J
|
I

would like to see carried out ¥ 1 am disappointed with the present working of the Oyster Fisheries Act,

: It ig yery badly framed. Tt was net framed by the Commission, _
| 112, 3. Thompson.] Was it framed by one of the Commission ? No; by Sir Alexander Stuart, and the

{ Parliamentary Draftzman.

f 113: Not Mr. Alexander Oliver ¥ 'Well, the two together. Tt hasresulied in the biggest amount of impo.
IS gition that I have ever been thrown in conuection with, People have contracted to take up and cultivate
: LY . oysterd, and they induced Sir Alexander Stuart to issue what they called permits to work them., By the
1' R T time we got the leases ready for them se thaf they could go to work they had stripped the places applied
| al for of every oyster, and then declined to pay for the lease ;—that has happened all along our cossts. I
1 think it should be left in the hands of the Commissieners to be able,to lease rivers or portions of rivers,
|-} : 1f we.could do that med like Gibbons, Woodward, and Coote would enter upon the work of cultivating
| s the oysters properly, and weo eould put down this abominable system of what I call “ cockatooing,” You
F ¥ do not know the rebbery that is going on at present—at Parramatta River, for instance-—if they have an,
ayster left there. There are what are called Crown lands along the water, and you have made the law so
that we cannot touch a man taking the oysters from the Crown lands. Tt is only on oyster reserves that .

! : we ¢an touch them. .

Py 114. My, Ritchie.] Can you not resume those Crown lands and place them under your authority? Noj;
{ H : we cannot make them all reserves. We make local reserves for the wants of the local people. Even then
the oysters are stolen. Tt wounld take 10,000 soldiers to keep the people away.
115. Chairman.] In 1887 a Bill was passed to protect the fish in the inland waters. Have you directed
‘ your attention, or the attention of the Commisston, to its provisions ? I was very pleased indeed to ses
! that Bill passed ; it was a step in the right direction. ~ :
' 116. Can-you give the Committee any idea as to how you have divected your operations? We found, as
I
|

|
you state, that all the figh from our waters was going to Vietorin. In 1884 the quantity of fish exported
’ t6 Melbourne from thig Colony was 555,918 1b. From the first we have had no power whatever to close
i the waters. In the original Act our powers were confined to tidal waters ; any other wafers were lefi out,
40 o that the lawyers alwaye beat us upon that point. When the Aect was passed I went over to Melbourne
e [ and: tried to arrange with the Melbourne Glovernment about this point. 8ir Alesander Stunart promised
i that he would see into the matter for us.] We were very anxious to get passed a much more stringent
1] Act than the present one. Now we have power according to the latest Act to appoint inspectors, and to
‘{E close any waters we like, I confess there has not been very much of it closed. Wo have not seen any
groat necessity for it.  In faet the fish on the Murray are so prolific that nothing in the world would keep
\ them down. I am speaking of the Murray and its tributaries. It is better to kill and eat those fish ag

: bl yoon ag they become large. They eat the young of their own species.
fro5 by 117. My, Thompson.] Have you not heard that plenty of the best fishing places have been decimated by
J i the everlasting netting ? I have, but, so far, we have nof been able to get any money to appoint anybody
) | there to prevent it. ‘
f | 118, Chairman.] The Aci states that reports shall be furmished annually by the Commission. We
- i firid that that has not been complied with. In 1883, I think, the first report was issuéd; then there
1 o : was no report issued for 1884, 1885, and 1886, No report was issued in 1887, and the last report was
1.

made

"% NoT® (on revision)i—1IFf this were permitted no man would work his lezses with spat off our own shores ; he would get.

!J . dff'withoq'ig o Foyalty ; whereas if the spat from our shores wus utilized he would have to pay 2s. 6d. a bag for it.
| - t Nois (on revision) :—Wheress the man who got the same quontity from our shores and lays them down would pay

nof:}?@ii%;

—our spat would all go fo waste, ' . ) - . :
Noxr (on revision) :—He found that the jurisdiction of our laws did nof extend to the Victorian side of the River

’ : - Mitepsyi o
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wrs the 6 in the: middle of ’chis*month? That is not really out yet, there has been such unnecessary delay Pr
law in thine and another.’ : N T
3 ?I;}}?ez thg report for 1887 and 1888 has not yet actually reached the hands of the Government. No 5 Jude, 1889,
syster- 1 first T went on the Commission the first report got out was for 1853-1884. When I went on
Yes; ' wak o record or book belonging to the Commission, as everything had been burnt in the Garden
P laco. -After a greal deal of trouble I got out .the report for 1883-.1884. Then eame a time when
ring to here was a great agitation with regard to the fisheries. New Oyster Fisheries Bills were going through
gating ihe Housze and we recommended a new Bill.  Tn fact there was nothing to report except statistics frm_'n
throw é}ﬁ:‘[ fh 1885, owing to the change in the laws, and we thought it was veally useless to tell the public
. %‘%ﬁ% were unable to do anything, 1 drew attention to the matter, and was very anxious to publish
lure ? " statistics, but I could not get it carried out. Then we got out a report covering the period from
: to 1886, and you will find that there was really nothing to do. The thing was ab a sband still,
© owing o the defects of the law, and we could not do anything except publish statistios. _ )
alty or 190, My, William Stephen.] You told us that men named Gascoyne had been brought up to the Court
Ysaveral times ;—can you tell us in what way they had broken the law? They fished in closed waters.
n land . . There were also charges of having under-weight fish, and for using illegal nets.
ysters 121. Under whose controf is the fish-market? Mr. Seymour. . -
him & 99. Under whose anthority does he act? TUnder the Municipal Council. "We have nothing whatever to
, horse do with it. "We have an inspector there to see that the fish are of proper size; that is all our duty,
ave to 198. My, Ritekie.| Are you of opinion that inland fisheries are necessary ?  Yes, T am most anxious to
uld he gsee the inland fisheries properly protected. 1 want to-close certain portions of the tribufaries where fish
breed, and I would like to have power and money to import fish so as to stock the rivers with trout,
for his 124, Do you think that trout would do well in our waters? Yes, I think that we might establish very
ight as - excellent breeding grounds for trout, and that they would do excellently in many of our waters.
hat we 125. Do you know of any instances where trout have done well in our waters ? They have done very well
" gt Monaro. : ‘ :
pplied. 126. Speaking of the salt water and oyster fisheries;—%o what waters would you confine fishing aleng the
coast? I would giek out all those places where the fish breed and I would protect them as nurseries, the
rrears. head of rivers and their tributaries,
ged to- - 192%. Would not your policy drive the fishermen to the deep waters of the sea and confine them to. that
ytry a almost entirely ? No. I would not have closed Port Hacking as you gentlemen did. It should have
been closed only to the Spit. Then Port Jackson is only elosed right at the very head where the fish breed.
s you Middle Harbour is all open. 'We did close it at one time, but we opened it again: | The head of George’s
s Act. River is closed and probably Cook’s River might be closed if it is clean enough for fish to live in, but I
doubt whether it is. Then the enfranees of the rivers that run into Lake Macquarie and Lake IHawarra
1d the . should be closed and also the head of the Shoalhaven and the tributaries of the Humter. These are the -
' kind of places X would close. -
impo- ~128; Would you leave open such places as Lake Macquarie, the Hawkesbury, and Lake Illawarra as
ltivate - ﬁshin%lgrounds ?  Yes, except parts closed now. o .
3v the o129, My O"Sullivan.] Can you explain why fishing with well-boats is not generally carried on here, seeing
1;?119(1' © that it 1s very successful in Tasmania and elswhere? 1 myself take a great interest in that matter. A
4, 1 gredat many, fish such as trumpeter were brought up here in 2 well-boat from Tasmania, and I do nof
rivers. know mygelf why we have not adopted the process for catching fish outside. ’ :
vating 180, Is it & prejudice? T think it is laziness to o greaf extent, They can get such a geod living inside
You ‘the protected harbours that they do not care to go outside.
ave an 3131 Do you remembér a schooner called the “Rachel Thompson,” a well-boat, which made a very successful
law 0 . “Mrip from Tasmania to Sydney? Yes. ' :
s that 132, If means of that kind were adopted here, could not the fisheries along our coast be largely developed ?

' Yes. You will find that when they have destroyed all the fish in the harbours they will go outside and
Noj; ®  develop those fisheries, but they do not require to do so just yet. .
183. Myr. William Stephen.] Cenyou define defectsin the Fisheries Act ? Yes, there are very many which

n then
are all pointed out in the document which I have handed in, which also contains the improvements which
rected L recommend, I would like now to hand in interesting documents, being two comparative returns of the
o seo quantity of fish brought to the Woolloomooloo fish-market, and the prices realized during the years 1886 .
, and 1887, and also durfig the years 1884, 1885, 1886. During 1886, 28,000 baskets of fish were brought -  _
nd, as -there and realized £32,000. The number of dozens of fish, such as schnapper and others of that kind, was T
ported 2,000, and they realized £9,000, The amount realized at auction was £20,000in 1886, and £18,000in 1887,
> close -These documents will give some interesting information. [dppendices A9 and 10.] .

£t ont, , 184, Are'you aware that the number of fish in. Port Hacking have decreased since it was lclosed? Yes,
: I know that it is reported to be the case, and 1 bekeve it is reported with truth—from what I have heard

. Wurne.  SDO0W 1.
mised fl_'mg Mr Gragnnon and several other influential fishermen ; but the place is most grossly poached. The.
ingent : :E’gfﬂlangent has done a most wonderful thing in legislating on this subject of Port Hacking. The Aect
04 to Sa.ya_ﬁhat no fishing shall take place in those waters, but no power is given-to inflict a penalty to anyone.

 n any 135." Mr. Howe.] Have the Commissioners done anything to improve the- fishing industry by obtaining

 dkeep informatién of a praetical character for dissemination among the fishermen? Yes; I obtained a most
ish as . valuable document which was published in America with regard to the cultivation of oysters, I had it

. _ copied out by one of our clerks, and the Colonial Preasurer was asked to have it printed for dissemination

" ed by fa:ni)ongst the fishermen, but he positively refused to do so and he kept the doeument ; so far I cannot; geb
hody 1t back. That was Mr. Burns. There is another document which we published, a very interesting one,

. er'rindg %o the propagation of oysters. If we were allowed to disseminate such mformation I think that
Wo _ would do a‘great deal of good. -

there g"" R??ﬂﬁw.] Have you no funds at your disposal ? No. _
ot was 2. Howe.] Are all the inspecfors practical men, and have they an intimate knowledge of their:
made H No; some of them have not, and they bhave been appointed against our wishes, '

f -6 Jou ever represented to the Colonial Secretary the desirability of opening Port Hacking to the:
Juld geb. * L ammnotin favour of it or againstit. You gentlemen passed a law setting forth that you
Ad pay  to have it closed, and T have not thought of the question. I do not think that it is a very great

g on to the fishermen to have it closed. : o ' 139.

- » River T B msecrec

* NOTE (o revision) :—If was not for want of orders to get it out.
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D, 3.0.To%. 199, My William Stephen.] Do you think that it would b atiy benefis to the fishermen, and that it would

Dr.

\-not be detrimental to the fish in Port Hacking if it were opened as far as the bar? I think it would

£,
B Juno, 1889, 15 on advantage to open it up fo the bar for the use of the fishermen.

140. Do you think that it weuld be detrimental to the fish above the bar ? No; T donot think that it would
do one bit of harm. Tt is not & breeding ground below the bar.

141. M. Howe] Has it ever been represented to the fishermen that the Commigsioners were in favour
of opening Port Hacking? I do not think so; the waters were taken out of our hands.

142. The fish breed in the estuaries of the rivers. In extending the limit (say) on the Parramatta River and
Greorge’s River, do you not think that you could well extend it to Ryde, on the Parramatta River, and
Salt Pan Creck, on George’s River? I am a strong advocate for giving the fish plenty of space to hreed
in. The fish are sufficiently disturbed by the traffic of the steamers, and I, myself, would not advise the
opening of those rivers higher up than at present. Virtually we do not deprive the fishermen of any fish.

ing ground. .
143. What charges are made on the fishermen in the way of license fecs? The law compels every man

to take ouf a license when be fishes for sale.
144, Has he to pay so much for his boat as well? Yes, _
145. And so much for each man? Yes; that is according to the laws of the country.
146, Mr. William Stephen.] Is one fee suflicient for the owner of the boat and the boat? It was done in thig
way: The fishermen thoughtit was a hardship and said they would like, if they wanted two boats, to be able to
take out the license for them. You will find that when the Royal Commission took evidence a great deal
was spolen about this point. I# was after a econference with the fishermen that the matter wag arranged.
147. Mr. Howe.] Seeing that the fishermen have to pay taxation, do you not think that it would be an
advantage to them to be represented on the Commission? I wounld nob objeet toit. If thereis an associa-
{:}iou é}f fisherinen I think that I would like it, because I am one of those who like everything to be above
oard,
148. Afr. Ritchie.] Did you wish to give the Committee some information with regard to the culture of
fish in our inland waters ® I have recenily taken a great deal of interest in this matter, and T recently
went to Ballarat expressly to see the breeding grounds there. We have got over a large number of young
trout recently and distributed them in our waters, We intend next year to get over a great many more
and distribute them in those waters which we think best fitted for them. Tt is onr intention, at the
request of the Water and Bewerage Board, to stock the Prospect Dam with trout at once, and utilise that
as a nursery for trout. My impression is that we could establish there a very excellent trout breeding-
pﬁace. It 15 the very kind of water we want, and I think we could stock the whole of the eountry from
there.
149, Has it not been proven that trout does not succeed very well in the eastern parts of this country ?
There have been statements to that effect. In rivers subjeet to muddy floods they seem to be destroyed,
and, in fact, such floods destroy the native fish, :
150. Mr. Howe.] 1 was glad to hear you express an opinion in favour of establishing another fish-market
in another part of the cily. Would it not be better, instead of having the other market at Darling
Harbour, fo run a siding {rom the railway at some convenient place where a market could be established
to give a seeond supply of fish? Yes; I would do all in my power to assist you in carrying c¢ut such a

proposal,

PHURSDAY, 13 JUNE, 1889.

: Fregent:—
Mr. FRANK FARNELL, Mg, RITCHIE, .
Mz, O'SULLIVAN, Mzn. WILLIAM STEPHEN,
Mz, NOBBS, ‘ Mg, STEVENSON,

FRANK FARNELL, EsqQ., 1x THE CHAIR.

Dr, Edward Pearson Ramsay called in, sworn, and examined :—
151. Chairman.] Axe you a member of the Fisheries Commnission? Yes.

E.P.Remeay. 152 How long have you held that position ? I think since the end of 1882.

153. Are there four other gentlemen associated with you ? ~ Yes; several have resigned and others have

13 June, 1889, 300y appointed.

154. Have you taken any particular interest in the fishing industry ? Yes; I was sent to England to
make myself acquainted with the fisheries there : chiefly from a scientific point of view, such as examining
the hatcheries for fish and the cultivation and breeding of oysters. I took every opportunity of going oub
on the coast of Hngland with the fishermen day and night. 1 made myself acquainted with the fisheries
of Great Britain and the Continent, and with the aquariums. I went to Howieton, Sir James Maitland's
Estate; he invited me there to see the hatcheries for salmon. I also visited Surgeon-Grenersl Day on
geveral occasions, who is a great authority on fsh-breeding. I made a great many visits to various places
and I spent a great deal of time amongst the aquariums at the Fisheries Exhibition. Of course my
principal object was to make myself acquainted with the subject from a natural history point of view.
I visited one of the Earl of Kinnoul’s establishments to examine the salmon disease; there the overseer
or factor of the estate showed me all over the place and explained what was being dote to reduce the

disease. :
155. Was it with the object of gaining information that you went to all those places? Yes; so that the

knowledge might be applied here. :
156, Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have been applied justly and have given
satisfaction to the people who carry on business as fishermen and oystermen ? 'With the actual working
of the Aet out here I have not identified myself much. I found that the fish cultivated in England would
not live out here, except in one or two instances. “The oysters cultivated in England are by mno means
the oysters cultivated here. The oyster cultivated at home and most it use are the British natives and the

‘Whitstaple oysters, They are idenfical with our mud.oysters, and consequently the culture is totally
- different
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, iffore .t from outs. The oysters generally in mse here are deift and rock oysters, and the sieans of De.
it 16 would Sﬁﬁiﬂion for British oysters would not surf ours. I doubt very much whether the oyster-spat taken off E.P. Ramsaye
k it would, the rocks here and pub into deep water ever comes to maturity. In Middle Harbour and various other 13m.9;

glaces T find that the oysters grow down a cerfain distance, and you will not find the oysters 2 feet below

at 16 would 'fhé lowest tide-mark ; T do not believe those oysters would live in 10 or 15 feet of water. There are
. ‘yarieties of oysters which live af the bottom which are gathered up and sold; for instance, the drift
in favour oysters in the various rivers.
. 1%7, How long does it take an oyster to become eatable from spat ? I shonld say between four and five
].?.Ner and. * Jears y some people say three years, You must remember that it takes spat about twelve months to
Rivor, and Zstzﬁb'liéh themselves. Oysters here seem to spat all the year round. I have not noticed any defined
e to breed - gpatting season. Some fifteen years ago I gathered oysters from the mangroves and rocks round the
gulv:se the 'hg,rboul‘ and pub them on Dobroyde, where the people had cleared off all the oysters. It was at least two
! any fish. or three years before we got any return from their spatting. :
158. Have you any reason to doubt the advisability of continuing the Fisheries Commission? No; I
VeTy man " think the Commission would work well enough if it had more extensive powers. o
1594 Have you always worked most cordially together? Yes; most amicably. The Commissioners aro
only too anxious to do what they can, and they very often talke trips at théir own expense to different
. . parts.of the coast and furnish reports, '
e in this 160. I suppose you have nob been the most regular atteadant? I very seldom go unless I find that
bo able to . there iz special business. I have plenty to do at the Museum, and unless Dr. Cox (the President) tells
rreat deal - me that he requires my services, I do not attend the Commission very often.
arranged. 18l H ﬁ?'long does a sitting generally last? Two or three hours. The meetings are held once a week.
ud be an 162. Dg"?ou remember at any time having a complaint brought under your netice as to the unjust opera-
a asgocia- * tion of the Act? We have had complaints from persons about eertain places being closed, and then the
be above next day or so we have complaints because other places are not closed. When we close any place from
fishing e always havé complaints from the parties interested, on both sides.
ulture of 163.- Have you had any complaints as to the injustice of limiting fishermen to nets of a certain mesh ?
recently . Nobthat T remember. I know that once er twice when nets were confiscated we gave them back becanse
of young “we.thought it was proved that the mesh was originally correct but the nets had shrunk.
ny more . 164, T it not within your Imowledge that men have been punished under such eircumstances? Not to
1, ab the -y knowledge. ’ . :
ilise that :165. Have the officers charged with carrying out the Aet power to seize nebs of an unlawful mesh ? Yes,
reeding- 166, Have many cases come under your notice ? No, bub nets have been seized which were reported to the
xy from ..C'dminissioners ag illegal; in such a case if we have any doubt we send a special ingpector. It is not within
" iny knowledge that ingtances bave occurred where hardship or injustice has been done to those men,
ountry ? 7 14 i nob a fach that confiscated nets have in some instances been zold by the Uommissioners while in
wstroyed, ther instances they have been allowed to rot? Nob to my knowledge.
68 How many meetings have you attended P Before I was reappointed I stopped away the whole time
-market atter of principle. Bince I was reappointed I simply go when 1 think thet my services may be
Darling equired. - I tell the Secretary to send to-me at the Museum where I am always available if 1 am required
ablished b meeting of the Commission, and if any information is required from me the material is sent fo tho
i such a m, where I examine and report. _ _
69 Ave you aware of any particular knowledge possessed by any of your colleagues on the Commission
ithsregard to fisheries? T should think that Mr, Jill has special knowledge. ile iz continuslly fishing,
he must know a great deal of fishermen and their goings on. I should think that Mw. Oliver is
; cularly. weH up in the business. .
ave you visited any of the fishing-grounds and oyster-beds? Not recently.
Have you done so sinee you were appointed a Commissioner ? I do not think that I have visited
“than half-a-dozen places. Onee or twice I have gone with Dr. Cox when he wanted some special
| 0. 1 often go dredging and trawling in the harbour to see how the fisheries are getting on. 1 have
| all these harbours with trawls, and I know every inch of them and every rock.
= Isit not afact that nets which have been passed as legal have shrunk so as to have an illegal mesh? Yes.
Havp proceedings heen taken against men who have used nets under such circumstances? No. I
higard of instances where the nets have shrunk, and the inspectors have been instructed to overlook
> kage of the 16th or 20th of an inch, but it would be a different matter if the mesh had shrurk to
heiextunt of a quarter of an inch.
_ 'eaku_Jg a8 a man of gome experience do you not think that when a net iz pronounced to be of a
8 have h, it should always be considered legal ? I do; hut yon cannot tell whether these men change
ets or not,” One net was seized at Manly, having in it two or three different kinds of mesh in strips.
and to 1da;]-f-§1 belong to & fisherman or to a private gentleman ? I believe 4 fisherman had it. I only heard
. inino ; - y'._ . . : .
?;EJ::I?} you hiot think it would be better fo make provision for punishing people who bring flsh to market
. shories ertain size, rather than be so particular as to the mesh of the nets? I might be an advantage,
| tland’y ding o my Imowledge of the law, if s man is using his garfish net it would be perfectly legal for
< day on keep any bream or other fish which he might catch in that haul.
: 1places ¢.any cases been brought under your motice where any of the inspectors or officers of the
© 86 my sion have been reported for dereliction of duty ? I remember a man named Quinan, regarding
© F view, 1o wag' an investigation, and who wag dismissed. T think that it iz a greaf pity that the Com-
" Verseep ave not the power to dismiss any of their employees instead of having to go to the Government. -
e the b:was. Quinan dismissed for ? There was a whole series of charges. I belisve he was accused
SRR pany breaches of the Act and of inattention to his duty, ‘
. @t the ot possible for the inspectors to be in collusion with fish and oyster sellers ?  Yes, if they are’
given dward, of King.street, know anything dbout fisheries ? He has beén growing oysters for a
- rhing fg ears, and he ought to know something sbout them. - do not know if he has any
?gu]_d Lo} T o
pgany ool gpectors practical men? I do not know. . . .
the - %ﬁ% hik that the officers and men employed by the Commigsion eould be considerably

183,

4For® No, T think the stafl . :
85108 1@ the staif ought to bfa.mcreased.

ent
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183, Are you aware that it eosts something like £6,000 a year to maintain the Department? 1 do nof
know, buf I remember a few years ago when T looked over some statisiics there was a balance im favor
of the Commission. _

184. Tave you an inspector named Mulhall? Yes,

185. How old is he ? I should think about eighty. .

186. Is it not time that he retired? ¥es; he is & very worthy old gentieman, but I think the Govern-
ment ought to give him a pension, and let him retire. ] .
187. Can you give any resson why he has been retained ¥ I do not know why he was put on or retained,
He can do his duty because he is inspector of the fsh-market, and knows the different kinds of fish
when he zees them. ‘ .

188. Has Mr. Lindsay Thompson, the Secretary, any practical experience in econnection with fisheries *
He certainly has had experience since he has been connected with the (fommission, because we send him
to make special reports, and the Commission generally relies upon his reports,

189. Are you aware that it is a souree of complaint on the part of fishermen that the fish-market at
Woolloomeoloo has not worked satisfactorily ¥ I do not know about that, but I do know that the fish-
market is a disgrace to the city; it is totally unsuited for the purpose; it wants remodelling from
beginning to end. -

190. 'Who has charge of the Woolloomooloo fish-imarket? I do not know,

191. Have you heard of Mr. Seymour? Yes.

192. As a Commissioner have you ever heen asked to express your opinion as to whether or nobt that
gentleman is suitable to take charge of the market? Not that I can remember.

198. Are you aware that he reccives £75 a year from your Department for services rendered as inspector
of the market? T knew he had something to do with -selling fish there, but I understood that the
Corporation paid him for looking after the market, and the sale of fish, and that he also received a
percentage from the sellers. of fish, but I had no means of knowing whether that was correct. I mever
heard any charge made against him. I¥e is rather a rough, plain customer.

194. Are you aware that the fishermen complain of the rivers and fishing-grounds being closed for periods
of twelve months at a time ® If you want to close the head of the river 1t 1s of very lidtle use to close it for
six months; it should be closed for eighteen months ortwo years. ¥ would close the rivers for three years,
195. Do you know, as a matter of fact, that the Parramatia River has been closed for nearly four years?

. No, I was not aware of that.

- Melbourne markets, and I wanted any small species o

196, From a scientific point of view, can you give us any idea as to what has been the cause-of the decrease in
fish, especially in the Parramatta River? 1 believe that the prawn-nets have a great deal to do with it;
they are all over the place, and they must destroy a great mumber of small fish, When I visited the
% fish, T always used to overhanl the prawn-baskets.
I have done the same in Londoen when collecting specimens for natural history. I have mo doubt that
greab quantities of young muliet and whiting are eaught in prawn-nets. Wé want more inspectors to
watch these men, and see that they use the sieve in the water, so that the young fish sball not be killed.
197, Do you not think it woeld be a4 good idea to have the inspectors located in the different distriets
instead of having them at the hend-quarters in Sydney ¢ X thought inspectors did live in the different
districts. There are inspectors stationed at different places along the coast,
198. You are not aware that there is no inspector on the Parramatta River? T believe that Mulball and
the inspectors under him work the river and the harbour. :
199. They do not live up the Parramatta River? I believe they live in Sydney.
200. Can you inform us as. to the dearth of oysters in the Parramatta and other rivers? There are varicus
causes. When there iy a dry season oysters will not spat, and they grow very little. They want a
certain amount of fresh water, and that is the reason why oysters at the mouth of the river are so much
better than those out in the open. In the cases of diseases in oysters which I have examined there have
been very few oysters bored by small borers. A sponge grows over the oyster in certain places, and that

. would probably be produced by the want of fresh water. In a very dry-season the sponge would teke.
. possession of the whole of the oyster, and cover it up very quickly ; then small sponges bore through the

top shell of the oyster. "With regard to the disease which 1. have been lately examining, that is, worms
getiing into the oysters, 1 have come o the conclusion that it is eaused through distuxbance by fioods or
by the disturbance of fish and other ememies of the oyster. The occtopus feed on oysters when an
opportunity affords. :

201. Does the stinging-ray also feed on oysters P I do not think that they do much in that way. The
octopus will eat oysters, clams, and cockles. I can quite understand that a good deal of damage might
be dene by octepi taking up their abode on oyster-beds, and disturbing the mud which enters the oysters
when thew shells are open. A steamer passing up and down, or someone dredging for oysbers, might
disturh the mud, which gets into the mouth of the oyster. The oyster puts a thin film of mother-of.pearl,
or nacre, over the mud, and when the oysier gets disturbed agein with mud it puts another film over the
deposit. 1 have seen five or eix deposits of mud, with thin films of nacre over each, and the oyster thus
gets killed out. : _ .

202. Do you not think that if the whole of the rivers were clozed to oyster-getbers for a period of two
years the beds would become resuscitated ? You would néver hear the last of 15 if you closed all the.
rivers, I would close portions of the rivers for hreeding, but a good bateh of inspectors would then be
required for keeping the people from stealing the oysters.

203. A few years ago a Billwas passed, prohibiting net-fishing altogether in the waters of Port Hacking;—
why wag that done? 1 do not know. ]
204. Had the Commission anything to do with that? I do not remember, but I think it was done on
account of some gentlemen petitioning in favour of it, se that the public mght have plenty of fishing ab
the National Park. ‘
'205. Have you bad some experience in conneetion with the inland fisheries ? Ves.

206, There was a Bill passed in 1887 to protect the fish in inland waters;-—have you directed any attention
to the operation of that measure? I have visited the inland waters repeatedly, because I have beem
working up the inland fishes from a scientific point of view, but T was line-fishing only. I found that &
large number of fish came into the market, perhaps tons at a time. I have seen half a ton in Wellington,
In Dubbo on ome oceasion I was informed fhat nebs were pub right across' the rfiver. Ireported that
casually, and the inspectors of the district got a memo. to. prevent such s thing being done again,
, 207,
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ON THE WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT,

. you referring to the River Mac uarie? I am referring to the Macquarde, the Murrumbidgee,
‘ rrigualﬁéeﬁln%ranches. T have qbeen as far a3 Dubbo, Wagga Wagga, Wellington, Orange,
o .ut' and all the way up the river as far as Tyangio. I saw a few settlers fishing with lines ab
Ao, but they did not catch a great deal, and tho fish they caught wers the sume species of fish as

b in other waters. - o
;'1 ?thlcn]zzg.] e_{IaNe any inspectors been appointed for the inland waters? Yes; at Dubbo, bub not

“Tranaie—1 thi ice look after the matter there.
; Tra(?f‘ag:i?"mcfn%lnz\.]i:h:o%d;ware that tons of fish arve eaught in the Murray and sent to market In
sarne ? 1 have repeatedly heard of it when in Melbourne.
0. Are you aware that there are lots of oysters 1l1:nport¢,d from New Zea:land? Yes. . .
$1. Did ihe Commissioners ever fake any steps with a view of encouraging the industry by suggesting
the Grovernment that the royalty on oysters raised here ghould be abolished ? T remember bringing
ohive the Board a recommendation to ask the (_?‘rovernment to pub & royalty on 1}111)01‘_17@& oysters, but
they said that on account of freight having to be paid on thoge oysters it would be injudicious to impose
- i 1 : . .

-21-2 %ﬁgi‘e was a law that every bag of oysters raised here should be subject toa royalty of half-a-crown ?
?I heard that the royalty was removed, Vut I do not koow ab whos‘e instance. ) o
213, Was Mr. Saville Kent employed fo make & report en the dlsea.s_e of oysters in George.s Blver ¢ I
serember that he was employed, but 1 think that it was Qm'u_)g the time 1 wag off the Commission. )
914, Has Mr, Oliver any particular knowledge of the fishing industry ? I know that he has been fishing
for a great number of years. e has alwags been looked upon as a gnod yachtsman and boatman, and L
hink he ought to know as much as anybody about the coastal fisheries, _ _
15. Are the Commissioners allowed any fees or travelling expenses? No. I have never received any.
216. Do you know why the Parramatia River was closed, while Lane Cove and Middle Harbour were
Teft open? No. - : .
2115’;. %b yourconsider that the Parramatta River is suitable for Fiseiculture? Undoubtedly the mud
;g are breeding grounds for mullet and whiting--mullet especially. ) ‘
318, Would it not be better to leave the river open to $he xmlway bridge, and close it from there up fo
Parramatta, instead of closing it from the Parramatts River bridge? I think that peint was chosen as a
& landmark.. : . .
. Some time ago I broiaght some complaints under the notice of the Grovernment with reference to the
ng of $he Hiwkesbury River ;—were those complaints ever brought under the notice of the Com-
-. I do not remember. )
sominendations of the Commission usnally earried out by the Government with reference
ient of -inspeetors 7 I do mot know. Persons apply for the position and produce
We pick out the best man aceording to the credentials submitted, and we recpmmend his
o the Government. -I think the Commission should have the power of appointment and

Do you know if any of your recommendations for a.pg)oinhmpnts have heen ignored by the Govern:
e lieard of such a thing, but I cannot speak of my own knowledge. I have heard several

Government have been asked o do certain things which have not been done for months,
Mr, Woodward ? "Yes.

particular influence with the Commission? No; I should not think so. He is a very

19, and he holds very large leases.  ~

¢t any recommendation baving been made by him as to the appointment of particular
fk the Commission would take any recommendation from him. T hold that

d.leases, should tecommend an inspeetor, . ‘

you had geod opportunities of observing the fishermen of Great Britain #

ng dnd ¢od and Pilchard fisheries. } ,

it onrfishermen are sibreast of the 4imes with regard to appliances? They are about
5. . C :

dient aimount of énterprive ? No, that is always what I éomplain of—there is
one or two exceptions, but-generally they only work for so much money as will

of Pieni throw it away. . ' )

W men from the coast of Great Britain and Ireland with modern

eries mich better P T am sure they would When I was

ched to purchase trawls; I purchased two or three, and showed

he fishermen to use them. Another thing to be considered
: I tave tied emall trawls by getting a Government launch

¥y of fish. The. Italians and Greeks use ordinary trawls with

ropinion of ‘the yalue of our fishing-grounds? I cannot tell you, but I know they até

k we have -valuable deep-sea-fishing? I believe that is the case, as proved by the
aving send a trawl out 46 an éxperiment.

b of flat country-there, but the place is not surveyed. Men will not go out with a trawl
ﬁiféﬂ‘ d paying £5 a day for a steameéy to work if, for if the trawl should be drawn scross a
-Focks it woulld b& destroyed or lost. If the whole of the coast were surveyed from Shealhaven
: ésbur)_r‘ for a distance of 5 to 10 miles out to sen wo would have a very different style of

seum, have been there, - ) :
lgnit fishing-grounds there which are comparatively undeveloped ?  Undoubtedly, thay

4 ik all.  Captain Armstrong tried it, but he said that it would not pay. The difficultyis
. ot bé brought here quickly enough. In the English Channel there are fast steamers,
round to-the boatsifor the fish and get them to market in & few hours. 235.

#h yOU mathe any paiticulsr spot? They went from Shoalhaven up to the Hawkesbury—there is:

Dr.
E. P. Ramssay,

13 June, 1889,

en who take the trouble to work their grounds properly seem %o be making. -

1- to ' Lord Hewe Island and Blizabeth Reef ? No; men from New Zealand, and
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D 235, Why have not our fishermen talren to the use of well-boats? They firied it on two or three occasions,
E. PiRatst¥ oy 4 T do ot know why they gave it up. .
13 June, 1889, 230 Do you remember the schooner “ Rachel Thompson ™ coming here P Yes; she brought very good
20T figh, but T do not know whether the speculation paid. ~ Shewas a well-boat. There are not many well-boaty
used on the British coast, because they use fast steamers for transit. The Dutch fishermen use well-boatg
for eels, and they keep them in the wells for weeks. '
287, Are they not uzsed very generally off the south coast of Tasmania? I do notf now.
238. What steps have been taken with regard to the cultivation of oysters ¥ No steps as far as 1 know.
They gather the spat off the rocks and throw them down into different depths of water, where they are
left o take their chance. .
239, Have you any oyeterfarms? They are called oyster-farms. They put up fascines to .ca"reh the
spat and gather the spat from the mangroves. T remember a gentleman in North Shore eomplaining thag
men were permitted to go and shovel the oysters from hiswharf into bags, and those men described themselves
as oyster-dredgers. L . .
240. Then there is no systematie seientific culture of the oysfer atall? Noj the only systematic business
is getting oysters from various places, laying them down i certain beds, leaving them for so many years,
and then lifting them up and selling them—that is done on the feeding grounds at Whitstaple. They buy
up first and second  ware,” as they are called, for which they pay from 2d. to 6(}1. a dozen, and when they
become “ whole ware ” the oysters are retailed at 2s. and 2s. Gd. a dozen. ) That is the method employed
by the ancient company of oyster-dredgers of Whitstaple, if I remember rightly.
241, Do you think the establishment of an afternoon market in Syduney for the sale of fish would be & greas
boon to the eifizens ? I would go & little farther. I would go so far as to say that the fishermen should
be allowed to scll their fish at any moment, and when fresh fish eame into the market a flag should be run
up, so that people could Imow that they were for sale. .
242, Mr. William Stephen.] Do you think that the Fisheries Commission should have any extensive
powers P T think that they should have more control over their inspectors. They should be permitted
to employ such men as are suited for the work ; they should alse have power to disiniss those who werse
not guitable, reporting at first to the Grovernment,
243. Do you think that the Commission, or any member of it, iz in a position to offer suggestions as fo
amendments in the Fisheries Act, so as to promote the interests of the fishing industry? I think Mr,
Oliver is & very good man, with Iarge experience. .
244. Has the Commission any power to draw up rules or regulations which are not enumerated or
provided for in the Act? T think that they can make by-laws; but if there iz anything important it
must be submitted to the Government,
2};&5. _Has the Commission any power with regard to fixing the aize of the mesh? No, that Is fixed by
the Act. .
246. Is not some of the material used for making nets more liable to shrink than other material? I do
not think so ; I think all the nets are made of the same material. ' |
" 247. In what district was this Mr. Quiman, to whom the Commission scem to have an objection? . He
wag in the home fisheries here. ‘ ' ‘ :
248. Are you aware that the fish in Port Hacking are less numerous than they were before the waters
were closed ? T have not heard of it. T should have thought thai the closing of the waters wounld have
increased the bullk of the fish ; but you cannot expect to see any inerease in a year-—it would be necessary
to walt for two or three years. ;
249. Nevertheless practical fishermen say that fish are less numerous there now than they were before
the waters were closed ? My experience of practical fishermen is that they say the first thing that comes
into fheir head. |
250. Have the sharks inereased in number in Port Hacking? I do not know shout Port Hacking, but T
know that they have undoubtedly inereased in Port Jackson. : ‘
251. It is said by some of the fishermen that the sharks eat uwp all the fish that the fishermen onght to
catch ?  Sharks do eat a great many fish, but when they can get into a school of mullet or whiting they
will not go up Port Hacking. : . .
252. Ohasrman.} Is not Port Hacking a first-class place for breeding fish? Yes. I would close the head
of all the rivers, and I would allow no heavy nets io be used, except at certain seasons. When the
spawning season for the mullet comes on I would allow the fishermen to take them below a certain mark,
but not above it.
253, HMr, William Stephen.] That might be right from a scientific point of view, but would it not have a
very harsh effect upon men who have to earn their living by fishing? They should not be allowed to go
and fish on the spawning ground—there is plenty of room to fish elsewhere. Shufting up the head of the
river does not prevent fishing in the other portions of the river.
254. Do you think that the whole of Port Hacking ought to be closed ¥ I do mot think that it is
necessary to close the lower portion. T would close it above the bar. Thore is no necessity for closing it
below that point. ' . _ :
255. Do you think.thai the fishermen ought to be represented on the Commission by one or two
Tepresentatives chosen from the working fishermen? I think there always would be rows. I know they §
wonld not allow it in England for a moment. ' ‘-
2566. Would not such representatives be capable of giving good suggestions for the guidance of the
Commission? They might for their own purposes. If you put a practical fisherman on the Commission
it would bLe to adjudicate for himself, :
257. Could not, the Commission refuse to accede to auy suggestions that would be detrimental to the §
public interest? Yes; but I think that the proper course for the Commission to take, and it is a courso !
which is adopted at present, is to examine practical fishermen and get suggestions from them on any
question. X know that such suggestions are carefuily considered hy the Commission.
458, Mr. Ritckie.] Do you know that in Victoria an uniform mesh is used ? No.
259. Do you not think that a great waste of fish takes place here through the use of the garfish net? Yes, |
260. Can you suggest any improvements with regard to inland fishing? - No, The inspectors have §
instructions not to allow mesh-nets to be put from side to side of the river. '
261. Do you think that the inspection now instituted on the inland waters is sufficiens ? I think so—
if the inspectors do their duty, '
262,
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962, Do you think that deep-sea fishing might be practised to a greater extent here? Undoubtedly. Ep
L

There iz undoubtedly any amount of fine fish to be bad if people had only enterprise to catch them,

. 268, M. Stevenson.] What is done when nets ave seized?  The seizure is reported to the Board, and if
we have any doubt we send an Inspector to examine the nets, or ask some magistrate in the distriet to
‘do so. : ' - .
264. ‘What becomes of the nets afferwards? T do nob kuow ; T believe that in the first instance they are
given back to the man if it'is his first offence. : '

265, Have you ever heard of the nets being sold by auction by order of the Commissioners? It may be

the cage, :

266, They are sold by auction and fishermen buy them ? No; they are bought for use in orchards.

267. Have nets been seized more than once and resold ? I do not know. If a fisherman bought them
he would lay himself open to have the net seized again. . L

268. It is stated in the advertisement that the nets are sold undet instructions from the Fisheries Com-.
mission ;—under such circumstances have noé the fishermen a right to assume that the nets sold are quite
legal? If a netis seized and sold as an illegal net it is not likely that it will be bought by fishérmen. I
have seen them purchased by gentlemen who wanted them o cover their fruit-trees and tomatoes.

269. Mr. Ritchie.] Is there any methed of marking those nets so that they may be known as itlegal nets ?
Not that I know of. : - : -

13,

Dr, N
Rambay.

3 June, 1859,

270. With regard to oyster leases;—you lease certain foreshores for eyster eultivation;—is there any -

inspection of those leases ? There is an inspector in each district. . . :
271, Is the inspector supposed to report on these oyster fisheries? Yes; fo see that no one interferes
with the oyster-beds, and to report from time to time to the Commission. C . .
272. Does the Fisherjes Commission ever make a visit of ingpection? Yes.

273. Have they ever been down to Shoalbaven River? I do not know of my own knowledge, but T
know that the Commissioners go out now and again. I bave not been out very often myself, but I know
that Mr. Oliver has been out very frequently, and I believe Mr. Hill, and Mr. Want, when he was a
Commissioner, used to go down frequently. ' ' . S
274. Have you any reason to believe that a large number of those oyster leases are used as oyster reserva-
tions by the owners of private property ? I do not know that, If I had a piece of land opposite to some
oyster fisheries I might feel inelined to apply for a lease and use the oysters. o
275. If you applied for an oyster leass would you not be bound to apply Iand to the purpose for which
you leased it ?  If I applied for a lease for oyster cultivation I do not know that I would Dbe bound fo
worlk it or pub oysters upon it.* _ : ) L
276. Is it in the public interest that beds of rivers suitable to oyster éultivation® should he leased in this

way? - I would not lease the whole bed of a river in that way, but I think if a man pays so much to the

Government for a lease he has a right to do what he likes with it: . _
‘277. Are you of opinion that the Commission is perfectly justified in leasing to the private owner of a large
water-frontage any block of land as an'oyster lease whether he cultivates it or not? Within certain

restrictions a man cannot take up more than a certain amonnt of fand, and he has to pay 'for 113 If there
was a royalby on the oysters the Government might be robbed by his, neglect in not cultivating oysters ;

but if ihere is no royalty on oysters I do not see how the Grovernment can complain.

278. Then what becomes of the inspection which you say exists ¥ The inspectors have power to inspect .

the leases whenever they please, but if he reports that the lessee is doing nothing towards the cultivation
of oysters the Commigsion is not "able to do anything. T do not think that we ean take any action in such
a case. o

279. Do you think the law is defective in that vespeet? Yes; I think the law should be altered so as to
make cultivation compulsory. ‘ I ' B "

280. Aly. Nobbs.] With respect to deep-sea fishing—are you aware that the Victorian Government Iaéfs_

granted & sum of money for testing whether such an industry would pay ? Yes..

281. Do you think it would be advisable to expend a sum of money in surveying the coast of New South -
‘Wales with a view to encouraging deep-sea fishing ? Yes. In England you can get charts showing every

rock and shoal at the bobtom of the ses, and the only trouble that the*trawlers have is in connection with
wrocks. O ] ) : =

282, ‘With respect to the fish-market, ave you aware that Tngpector Seymour has a monopoly with respeet
to the sale of fish there, so that every person must go to him to sell fish? I do not know that, but they
do go to him. ' - o ‘ C
288. 'Would it not be in the interests of the public for the fishermen to have the right to go to any
auctioneer they pleased ? T do not see any objeclion. to that. ' I would even go further than that, aid
would say that there ought to he stalls which would be let to agents to whom the fishermen cenld send

their fish at any hour of the day or night. The market isin a bad position. - It is in a muggy pokey hole.”

284. Wlat are your particnlar objections to it? "We want an open clear place with plenty, of draught

through it to keep it perfectly clean and sweet; then there shouid be marble or slate tables on which to

place the fish, Watér shonld not be poured over the fish but underneath the slabs, or ice'might be placed

under the slabs. Each person should have a stall of his own, and the inspector should go round and

inspect the fish. The inspector should be éontinually on the premises, and ihe marke$ should be in-a

beiter Jocation, The money requirved for this would be well spent. : _
285, In what month of the year do the mullet and other fish generally come into the river to spawn?
Fish do.not always come in regularly ; the mullet is tolerably regular and always comes in before Grood
Triday, - . o T
286. Are you aware that the rivers were closed some months back ? Poréions of them.

-287. Tor instance, the Hawkesbury River ? I do not remember.

288, The fishermen state that the Tivers need not have. been closed for a month or two later—that ﬂi’ey _

were filled with fish which were trapped because the fishermen could not get them, and the sharks were
encouraged to come up the rivers in 'shoals, so that the rivers were closed fir no other purpose than to

feed the sharks? I should say that is not the case. Three months ago an excursion went up the river:

fishing and they could not get anything, During the mullet season, six or eight months ago, L was iu'l 1";_1;
o : - ' Smalt

. # NoTE (on revision) :~By rogulations under the Ogsber Aet, unless a man cultivales his leased land to the satiefaction
of the Commissioners he will forfoit his lease. The Commissioners can turn him out,
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Dr. small steamer, and I put out a net and ecaaght one muliet. The mullet, of eourse, go up the rivers, ap
E.P.Ramiay. when they pass a corfain point I would have them protected. Below that I would throw the rivers ope
l-3m 289. Admitting that the fish were in such great quantities in the river, as stated by the fishermen and th
Rtk e s captains of steamers, could nof the closing of the rivers, have been delayed a month or 1wo i the interes
of the fishermen without materially affecfing the hreeding of the fish?  When the fish first come in the
make their way straight up io the head of the river, and if the fishermen were allowed to go on to th
breeding grounds where the fish acewmulate most they would rake up the whole place and destray million
of eggs or young fish.

290. The fishermen consider that too much of tho river is closed. Do you think that the bounday
chosen for closing the river extends too close to the mouth ? T do nof know. The Commission general]

iake their cue from the position of a headland that is casily marked.

291. T suppose the mullet come in from the sea ? Yes,

202. What is the case with respect to schnapper? The schna.gpel‘ geldom spawn inside the rivers.

have scen them up as faras Cockatoo Island—they go into the deep parts of the harbour. The. mull

are migratory but schnapper arve not.

293, Do you think that the schnapper have decreased in nwnbers, and that you could do anything t
encourage their breeding ? I do yot think so. 3
204, What do you think ought to be done to encourage the breeding of the schuapper? It is very hard ]
to say, Very few come into the harbeur to breed. The chief schnapper-fishing is outside,
295, Do the schnapper spawn outside? Yes.

296. In what months ? I forget, but I think i is just about winfer-time. i
297. Do you think there ought to be a close season for schnapper ? I do not think it is necessary—they )
breed so extensively. They spawn about the small islands and headiands of the coast, so that there is 1o need §
to protect them ; it is where fish come up 1n immense sheals $o spawn that it is necessary to protect them
298, M. Williom Stepken.] How long does it tale a schoapper to be fit for eating and to reach th
weight of 10 or 14 1b.? At least four or five years. _
299. Chairiman,] Do you beliéve that the whole of the Fisheries Act is wrong—that ils provisions are not}

suitable, and do not give saiisfaction either to the Commission or the fishermen ? I would not make suchs

a sweeping assertion, but I say that the Act is capable of improvement.

300, With regard to the breeding of fish in different rivers, do you not think it would be better to leave the 3

main river open while the estuaries or branches might be closed? Yes, I would leave a portion of every g
river opeu; [ would find cut the breeding grounds and close them—the other portions I would leave open. §
Some of the sandy beachea would have to be closed, becaunse the soles and flounders spawn there.
201. 'What are the chief enemies of fish here ? Stinging-rays cateh and eat small fish ; some of the largei |
sharks, different species of rays, and porpoises eat large quantities of fish; king-fish, bonitoes, and jew-"3
fish algo eat large quantities—so do shags.

Mr. Solomon Herbert Hyam ealled in, sworn, and examined :~—

Mr. 302, Chasrman.] Are you a member of the Fisheries Commission P Yes.
8, H. Hyaw. 303. For how long ? About three years. : -
e~ 804, Who are the other gentlemen associated with you? Dz. Cox, Dr. Ramsay, Mr, Oliver, and Mr. J. 3
13 June, 1889, B, Hill. .
308. I believe you are not directly under any ministerial control? I always understood that we weré 3§
under the control of the Colonial Secretary. [ think all communieations reach us through his office. 1
306, This inquiry is not mevely directed to the work of the Fisheries Commission but also to the operatio
of the Fisheries Act, in order that we may relieve and assist the Commission in.promoting a new Bill for -
the purpose of remedying the existing Act. "We have no complaint to make direcily against the Com- Sl
misgioners but wish to get their cvidence with a view o Laving a better law framed ? T am very glad to R
hear that, because there is an impression outside that it is otherwise, . 4
307. Have you taken any particular interest in the fishing industry ? Yes, for thirty-five years. 8
808. Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly and have given satisfac-
tion to the people who have carried on their callings ss fishermen and oystermen? I think there are ]
gome parts of the Act which might be improved, but I do not think it has operated oppressively on fona 3
Jfide and honest fishermen, I is the worst clags among the fishermen who give us the most trouble. 4
309; Haveyouany reason to doubt the advisability of continuing the existence of the present Commission ?
I believe in the Commission ; T am the youngest Commissioner. As a business man, conducting a very §
Jarge business, and the position being only honerary, I would not stay new on the Commission if I did not §
believe it was beneficial. ' A
810. Has the Commission always worked harmoniously ?  Cerfainly. : 1
311, How often do you sit P Every week—a meeting may be missed occazionally, but very seldom.since 4
I have been on the Commission. I think it can be shown that I have attended very regularly. A meeting -
lasts about two hours. ' ;
312, Do all the Commissioners attend ? No. ,
818. Have you noticed particularly any Commissioner absent on many occasions? Yes, one Commigsioner ; ;
but he is looked upon as the scientific member of the Commission—that is Dr. Rameay. He is not a very |
regular attendant, but he is a very useful member as a seientific man, Through him we have the Museum |
always opentous. If thereis any new specimen which wants scientific examination we ean fall back on him. 3
814, Have you brought under the notice of the Government any proposal to remedy any of the defoct
alleged to exist in the Fisheries Aei? T think we gave instructions to have a new Act prepared, or some §
amendment, but 1 do not know whether it has ever been carried out. I have always been anxious to see
some parts of the Act altered. '
318.. Do you know, of your own knowledge, whether any complaints have been brought under the notics
of the Commissioners ns to the provisions of the Fisheries Aet operating unjusily ? Not very many 4
ingtaiices ; I think moust of the complaints have appeared in letters to the newspapers.
816. Do you know Mz, Philip Cohen ? Yes, well. . :
317,/ Do you think he knows anything about the fishing industry ? I think he knows nothing at all §
aliout it; it is all theory with him. -
818.-Do you know Captain Apmstrong? I have a still poorer opinion of him; I knoew him well.

319,
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319. The officers charged with the carrying out of the Ack have power to seize nets ;—have many cases-of
geizure come under your notice ! Yes. - . i
820, Is it not a fact that while some of the nets seized have been sold by the Commisgioners others have

been allowed to rot? No. In the first place the nets, before they were sold, were, I thinl, altered ; 13 Fune; TOHH

they have been cut so that they could nof be used.as illegal nets. I know that every care is taken of the
nets before they arve sold. We cannot sell one net at a time, and therefore they must be allowed to
aceumulate ; but I know that every care 1w taken to properly dry them and stow them away. Of eourse
some of the nets have suffered from the ravages of rats. i o ' :
821. When netys are seized, is it not a fact that the Commission has power under the Act to gell the nets ¥
Not within gixty days. ' '
322. Therefore by selling these. illagal nets the Commissioners actually encouraged people to continue
fishing against the law? = The illegality does not always relate to the mesh. I& is generally thelength of
a particular net which makes it illegal. Aceording to the Act we are compelled to sell, and I am satisfied.
that there are defects in the Act. ) ‘ - _ :
323. Do you think that when once a net has been pronounced to be of the legal mesh it should always be:
congidered legal ? It can be made lepal by cutting it. For instance, the wings may be legal, whereas
the bunt of the net may be illegal, By decreasing the bunt so as to make it the proper size the net would
be a legal one. : ' .
824. Ts it not a fact that nets which are newly made frequently shrink after the first two or three weeks:?
No doubt that is the case. : ) : e .
325. Under these eircumstances do yon not think that when those nets have been passed as of the legal
“mesh they should always be considered legal alterwards? The shrinkage is not muek, . I do.nob think
the law ought” to be stretched to meet a particular case. The shrinkage of a small portion, such as s
sixteenth of an inch, ought not to be taken intc consideration. "We have nothing to do with the eonfisca-
tion: of nets—they are confiscated by a bench of magistrates. ' L o
826, Would it not be better to-have a provision for punishing people whe bring.to-market fish below a
certain size rather than be so particular as to the mesh of the nets P From my experiénce the provision
as o the mesh ig a very wise one. I have fished extensively as an amateur in nearly every place in the
Colony, inland and on the sea-coast, and 1 am thoroughly convinced that the size of the mesh ia very
important, and should never be departed from, I think men should be punished for bringing fish to market
when they are below the legal weight, : o :
327. Are you aware of any particular knowledge possessed by your fellow Commissioners with respect to
- fisheries 7. Yes; I defended this Commission when T wag in the House. Mr. William Clarke, the late
Minister of Justice, moved that ib should be abolished. T defended the Commission, and then stated
~what I thought of it individually, T am satisfied that no man in the Colonies possesses greater knowledge
of fishing generally, especially of oyster-culture and pisciculture, than Mr. Oliver. I look upon Mr.

S

Hill as a very superior man, who has spent years and yeart on the coast, and is an able amateur fisher- -

man. He has a thorough knowledge of 6. Then Dr..Cox iy a thoroughly seientific man like Mr. RBamsay.
No ebjection can be taken to them, not so much as practical but seienfific men. As practical men, I
~ think that Messrs. Hill and Oliver arve:second to mnone. Besides that Mr. Hill is & very able man in

dealing with departmental work.' Tn our desire to reduce the expenses of the Commission Mr. Hill' has, -

always faken the lead. I think we have always shown that we want to lessen the expenses:-as far as
possible without injury to the Commission. TIf I were not working with: géntlemen whom I considered
were-fit to occupy their positions T would not remain on the Commission a day. Tt iz merely for loveof
the thing that I sit there. ’ - -
328. As a member of the Commission have you taken any opporéunity to visit the fishing-grounds. and
oyster-beds? Yes, I have visited the Murray, the Hdwards in the Deniliquin district, the Dasling at
Bourke, and 60 miles down, the Macquarie, the Lachlan, the Murrumbidgee, and many of the iributaries
of those rivers. Then nearer home--since I have heen a member -of the Commission I have visited the.
Shoalhaven, the Hawkesbhury, Lake Maequarie, Tuggerah Lakes, Lake Illawarra, Hunter River, and the
home fisheries in Middle Harbour, Parramatta River—on which I go two or three times every month—and:
Botany. Port Hacking is out of our control, as & special Act was passed by Sir John Roberteon, and; T
have not felt called upon to visit that place; execept when specially requested. . T have been looking out
for trout-sireams ; I was instrumental in introducing the trout-inte this Colony, and we inirodueed a
great many. last year into Cox's River; the Grose RHiver, the head.waters of the Shoalhaven, and the
Wingecarribee or Wollondilly. The Vietorian Government have promised us a lot of trout-fry, and we are.
looking out for places where they can be introduced. I know that it can be done with success:
829. Is it nob a fact that new nebs have been passed as legal, and that they afterwards shrink, which makes.
them much smaller ? Yes. : '
330. Have proceedings been taken at any time against men who have used nets under the eircwmstances
I have just stated ? I cannot say. . * : _
331. Whilst you have been on the Commission have you had many cases reportedto you where inspeetors.
have been guilty of any dereliction of duty P Not very many. It is a dangerous thing to deal with outside.
reports, Complaints have been made, but noet always L think by reliable people. ' '
832. Are all vour inspectors practical men? I am afraid not. It has been my desive, in conjunetion
* with Mr. Hill, and T think the other Commissioners, to make sweeping alterations right through, and T
think we have done so; bub we do not Xike to do anything too hurriedly. . I think it would be mongtrously
unfair te dismiss & man until we were quite satisfled that he was not fitked for his position. ;
383. The Commissionery have no power to dismiss an inspector? No; we can merely recommend that
he should be dismissed. T think-that we ought to have power of dismissal. '
33%. Have the recommendations of the Commission with regard to appointments been over-ridden at
any time? T do.nob kmow. Tt may have been done before my time. There was an appointment made
to-which Mr. Hill and myself took exception, and when we recommended that the appointment should be
cancelled the Colonial Secretary eordially endorsed our recommendation. .
335. Has if been your desire. on the Cominission to economise in connection with the Department ?
Yes; and I think that might be assisted if' the local poliée- were allowed to assist the. Commission, I
refer to the country police—the sub-inspectors, sergeants, and senior constables. A B
336. Do you think thaf all the men who are employed in the Fislieries Departinent ave actually required ?
I donot. We recommended the dismissal of two some little time ago, and it was approved of ‘by the
Colonial Secretary, Those men were employed at Port Stephens. ' ‘ 837.
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* Woolloomooloo has not worked satisfactorily ¥ I think there is room for great improvement in the.

MINULES OF ETVIDENCH tAXEN Bifofif iie HELECE COMMITIER

237. Who is the head inspector? Mr, Lindsay Thompson. 4 . o
338, Who is the chief inspector munder him ? There are head inspectors in three districts. T think
the home fisheries are under Mr. Thompson’s immediate supervision. I do not think we call Mr. Mulhall
head inspector. We look upon My, Thompson as chief inspeector. : “

339, Has Mr. Mulhall had considerable experience? Yes; I amsure I have known him in conneetior, -

with fishing for forty-five years.
340. Is he not rather old ¥ Yes. ’

841. Would it not be better for him to retive ? T think that when a man reaches Mr. Mulhall's age there

is gome wisdom in what you suggest. A man naturally has a lob of sympathy for an old hand like
My, Mulhall, and he is full of vigour yet and an active man ; still I think that a man of his years should retire.
342. From your knowledge as a (ommissioner do you think that Mr: Thompsen has some practical
knowledge of the fishing industry ? I think so. ' :

343. Is 1t customary for him to visit any of the fishing or oyster grounds? Yes; and it has been my
desire and the desire of the other Commissioners that he should visit them oftener than he has done in
the -past, and it is our intention that he shall. - .

344, Are you aware that itis & cause of complaint on the part of fishermen, that the fish-market in

market, but I think the fault lies with the City Council.

845. 'Who has charge of the market P - T believe that it is under the control of Mr. Inspector Séymour.
T am told that he is the leading spirit there. . :

848. -Does the Fisheries Commisgion pay him anything for his services? Yes. .

847. TIs it possible for the inspectors to be in collusion with the fish and oyster getters? Yos, and I have

expressed very strong opinions about it. _
348. Do you know Mr. Woodward in King-street? Yes.

849. Does he know much about fisheries P . I think he knows a great deal about ojster's. From what I

Imow of him I do not think that he is an expert with regard to fisheries generatly.
850. Are you aware that fishermen complain of the rivers and fishing-grounds being closed for over twelve
months af a time P I do not know that they complain, but as a Commissioner I have felt it necessaryto

keep the fishing-grounds closed for one year. There are rivers in this Colony which have almost been

completely denuded of fish. Like everything else, rivers must have rest. If we go on fishing in the way
that has been done in the past we will not have any fish at all in a few years.
351, As a matter of fact do you know that the Parramatts River has been closed for nearly four years?

Yes, and, T think, necessarily so. T have fished that river hundreds of times for forty years, and when the: -
Commissioners closed it first it was almost impossible to, catch a line-fish in the river. I know from

experignce that there is more fish now in the river than there used to be. I have caught them freely.
There are s great many steamers trading there during the day, and they frighten the fish, but at night

.you can cateh fish. - o
352. If the rivers were closed for three years from oyster-getters, do you think that would be the means

. that befoie signing theleases, and then they throw them up.

of resustitating the oyster-beds? I do not. After granting men leases for the oysters I think that would
be arbitraty to do that. I think that the failure of the oysters is attributable in & great measure to the
seasons. 1n very dry seasons there is a great growth of marine vegetation in the rivers which destroys
the oysters. Owing to this marine vegetation a worm atincks the oyster—I have noticed that for thirty
yenrs, When there is abundance of fresh water this vegetation iy destroyed, and the oysters grow
vigorously. I do not think that it would be wise to close the rivers for three years. Some discretion
might be used in ecompelling men to take better care of their leases, and to lay down young oysters, I

think there are men who take up leases, and do nothing except denude the oyster-beds. They often. do

2

858. Do you believe there might be some altoration made in the Fisheries Act which would be beneficial,
and would be the meaus of satisfying the fishermen and those more directly interested in its operation ?
I do not know about satisfying the fishermen, but we could make alteraticns in the Aet which would
render it more éasy to work. With &ona fde fishermen we have had very little trouble. My impression
is that there are too many fishermen about the home fisheries. They have been’ cutting each other ont
since the advent of the Italians, and 1 think our own men have a lot of troubie fo make » living. . The
Italiang and the Greeks have crowded out our men to.a large extent. : :
334. Mr. O’Sullivan.] Have you any experience of fishing outside of New South Wales?  Yes; I have
visited the Victorian fisheries. " . . ’ o

355. Have you any practical knowledge of the fisheriey in the old world? No; I am an Australian, T
only have knowledge of that from reading, and I was the first to move that trout should be introduced
into this country. : '

356. How do you aceount for the fact that the fishermen in New South Wales are so much behind the
times with regard to appliances and enterprise? Simply because there are no companies here, At home
there are large eompanies which fit up trawlers and employ a great amount of labor, The great fishing

industries of the old world are carried on by large companies and by private individuals who have large

capital.

351;. Have you any knowledge of well-boat fishing ? I have tried it .
358. Why is it that that system does not succeed in New South Wales? The chief fish we get here
outside the heads is schnappar, and I never could ind anybody who eould do any good with schnapper in
a well. They knock themselves about a great deal.

359. Are there not many other fish to be got hesides schnapper? What we want here is to intreduce
outgide trawling. I have had a strong desire all along to try to have the deep-sea fishing tested along the
coast, I am satisfied that any amount of good trawlmg could be done there, but it would be expensive.

© 860. Do you think that well-boats of the size of the “* Rachel Thompsen,” which made a successful trip

here some time ago, would be a success P The schnapper is oir greal fish, and the experiment has been
tried so often that I do not think that you could suceeed in keeping schnapper in a well, TIf is a deep
water figsh, and very lively. Bottom fish, such as soles and flounders, turbot, and other fish of that kind,
can be kept in a well, but that is not the case with fish like schnapper, which soon knock themselves
o pieces in a well, _ .

- : ‘ ' ' TUESDAY,
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S Present;—. .
Mz, FTRANK FARNELL, . Mr. O'SULLIVAN,
Mz, SEAVER, Mz. RITCHIE,
Mz, WILLIAM STEPHEN, ' Mzn. STEVENSON,
: Mz. HOWE. .

FRANK FARNELL, Esq., i¥ THE CHATR.

” Mr, Lindsay Gteorge Thompson called in, sworn, 4nd examined :—

861. Chairmas,] What position do you occupy in c¢onnection with the Fisherigs Commission ¥ Secretary
and Chief Inspector. - ‘

8062, For how long ? T have been Secretary ever since the initiation of the Commission,

#63. How many members are there on the Commission ?. Five, :

864, Do you know whether those men have practical or theoretical knowledge of oyster-culture ot pisci-
culture ¥ They have either theoretical or practical knowledge. Some of them practical, like Mr. Hyam,
Mr. Hill, and Mr. Oliver. Drs. Cox and Ramsay are both practical and scientific. -

865. Injconnection with your position ag Secretary and Chief Inspector of Tisheries, have you taken a
deep intefest in the fisheries P Yes ; always. . :
366, Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly, and that the Act has

&

. given satisfaction to the people whe carry out the calling of oyster-men and fishermen? + Great com-

plaints of dissafisfaction have been made, but I do not know that we have had any cases proved. The
difficulty has been to carry out the law, owing to its defects. o L
367 . You are under practically no Ministerial control? We are under the centrol of the Colonial
Becrefary. - : , i . )
'868. But any matter which you submit to the Government for consideration has first to go te the Com-
miggion ¥ Yes; my duties are set oub in a regulation under the Tisheries Act. .
869. Have you any reason to doubt the advisability of continuing the existence of the present Com-
mhission ¥ 1 do not think that that is a question which I ean exactly answey, as it i8 one of policy.
‘370. ‘Have you heard many complaints made as to the administration of the Act by a Commission P T have
heard it said that it should be administered directly by a Ministerial deparfment, such as that of the

Clolonial Secretary.

<" 871, How often does your Commigsion meet? Wednesday in évery week,

872. Does the Commission regularly mee$ on those days ? There have been many cases when we could not
geta quorum. Usually, when a quorum hag not beem obtained, two Commissioners have held a sitting, and
the signature of the third has been objained afterwards to the minute-book. . ' '

378, What 1s the mode of procedure by the Commission ? . The minutes of the last méeting are read, and

the Commissioners then proceed to deal with every case which has occurred throughout the week that

requires their consideration. The proceedings are enfered in a minute-book, and under each head the.

President writes the directions of the Commission. ’ : S

374. Have the Commissioners always worked together cordially ¥ I have seen no want of cordiality,
875. What iy the time usunlly occupied at your meetings ? I suppose, on an average, from an hour to
an hour and a half, -

876. Have you ab any time been instructed by the Commission to bring any grievances or defects in the
Tisheries Act under the notice of the Government? Not under the notice” of the Government. . I was
agked on one oceasion-—about Augnst last or September—to draw up a statement of what T thought were
defects in the present Act, - I found that the defects were so numerous and difficult of explanation that T

" had to draw up new Bills on the basis of the present Aets. T had no authority to go as far as that, but I

thought it was the most intelligent way of putting the matter before the Commission. I drew up two Bills,
one dealing with the fisheries, and the other with oyster-culture, and I drew up memoranda, explaining the

377. To whom did you submit these? To the Commission in October last.

878. Are you aware whether the Commission submitted those suggestions at any time to the Government ?
They have nob doue so. They have not fully considered the Bills themselves yet.

379, You mentioned that yon had had several complaints made as to the aileged bad operation of the
Tisheries Act? 1 meant with regard to the ingpectors, ' :

380. Not on the part of fishermen? . No. I cannot call to mind any complants made by the fishermen ;
doubtless there are'zome, and I could furnish a statement to the Commitice subsequently with regard to
them, There have been many complaints from the inspeciors with regard to the difficulty of obtaining
convictions where the Act has been palpably infringed. :

3881. Have the officers, who are charged with carrying out the provisions of the Act, power to sejze nets
of an unlawful mesh ? Yes. ‘ -

382. Have many cases come under your notice? All of them, T think.

. 883. Is it not a fact that the very same nets have in some instances been sold at the will of the Commis-
" ‘signers, while on-other occasions they have been allowed to rot? No; we never sell illegal nets. If we

seizer 3 nel that is illegal, before we sell it we are obliged, by one of the regulations, which, 1 think,
ought to have been repealed long ago, to keep it for sixty days. The intention of that in the first place
was, to enable fishermen to petition the Goovernment to get their nets back again, but the Government
have never thonght fit to give them baeck. The effect of that provision has simply been to prevent the
immediate sale of nets which have suffered in consequence. When we have geveral seized nets, and the
specified period hags expired, we cut them np and make legal those which were previously illegal. We
ret againgt each net the particular purpose for which it can” be used, and that is the purpose for which it
is sold. I# would be manifestly unfair to sell an illegal net to a fisherman, when we could seize it the
next day. I hand in a statement showing how we deal with these nets. [dppendia B 3.]

884. Is it nob a fact that new nels shrink? Only by repeated tanning.

885, Have proceedings been taken against men whe have purchased nets under. the circumstances stated
in my previous question? No; we take proceedings againgt men with illegal nets, but where there ig
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. alterations and amendments I had made iz each., 1 now hand inthose documents. [dppendices B-1 and 2.] -

only a very small degree of difference between the actual mesh and the legal mesh we would not allow a

prosecution, 'We only prosecute where the nets are palpably under size.
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MINUTEY OF EVIDENCE TAKEN REFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE

886. So it is not within your knowledge that action has been taken in cases where it bas been proved that
the nets were at one time of a legal mesh, but that they shrank after having been used for a time? No;
it is not within my knowledge. T donot think that the Commissionwould hehavézo unjustly to any fisherman.
887. ave you laken any opportunity to visit the fishing-grounds and oyster-beds? - T have always been
glad to visit them when I have had an opportunity. I have visited the Clyde River, Richmond River,
the Clarence, Port Stephens, Newcastle, Shoalhaven, and of eourse Botany and the Hawkesbury.

288. Do you think it would be only fair once a net has been passed as being of legal mesh that it should

always be considered as legal?  No, because repeated tannings would bring the mesh down to very much
less than the legal mesh. The proper way would be to purchase a net of a larger mesh in the first
instance, so as to allow for the shrinkage cansed by tanning. - : .
389, Would it not be bettor to have a provision to punish people who bring fish to market under a certain
size rather than be so particular as to the mesh of the net? ~The 14th section of the Fisheries Act pro-
vides for that already.’ ‘ o : .
390, How many inspectors have you at the pressnt time? Twenty-four, besides boatmen. Here is a
list of the officers in the Department. - [dppendiz B 4.]

891. Are all those inspectors practical men? No; the acting assistant inspectors, who are principally
the piloty at different out-stations, are not always practical fishermen, but the prineipal inspectors are
practical men—in the home division, at any rate. _ , T

892. In your opinion are all those officers actually required ? I do not think that the officers are properly
placed. Ithink we should get betier supervision if the officers were placed in suitable positions. T made
& recommendation to that efiect some time ago. I wanted to have a complete removal of inspectors, and
I wrote & memo. on the subject, but nothing cawe of it. .

393, 'To whom did you recommend that ? Mo the Commission.

394. Did they send that recommendation on to. the Colonial Secretary? No, they did not. I furnish 4 -

copy of the memo. [dppendiz B 5.] .

895. Are you aware that it i3 a source of complaint on the part of fishermen that the fish-market ab . -

Woolloomacloo hag not worked satisfactorily ? ~ Yes; and I do not think that it is satisfactory mysélf.
It appears that the men at the fish-market used o pay 5 per cent. dues to the agents ; that has since baen
reduced to 2 per cent. ; they also pay 5 per cent. market dues to the auctioneer. 'That 1 believe goes

into the civic funds. Mr. Seymour is paid a salary, but as auctioneer is not redponsible for the sales.

proceeds—the agents have to see to that. I think it is too much to expect the fishermen to pay 5 per
cent. merely for the privilege of selling in that market, and I do not think that it isvight to compel all

the fish to be sold there. There is a by-law under the Municipal Act which requires that all fish shall be -

brought to this eastern market to be sold. Ido notthink that the by-law iz quite absolutely enferced,
]out it is generally enforced. My own idea is that there should be different markets about the town.; for
Instance, there is a *new market at Darling Harbour, which might be utilised for the sale of fish. Itis

- miter nonsense to bring fish in a steamer to Darling Harbour, to cart the fish to the eastern market, sell

it there, and then cart it back again to the town to be sold retail. There should also be a market near
tho railway, where fish brought by rail could be sold. The present. arrangements are not at all satisfac-
tory, It might be contended that if this were done the fish wenld not be properly supervised so as to
discover bad fish, but that could easily be previded for by detailing some of our inspectors for the duty.
396. Who has charge of the market at present? It is under the civic authoritics. Mr. Seymour,
the auctioneer there, is one of our assistant inspectors ; he was made so in virtue of his position. -

897. He reecives a salary from the Commission? Yes, £75 a year, I think.

898. Who is the inspector directly under your contrel ¥ Mr. Mulhail. )

899. How long hag he been in that position? Hver since the Commission was created. :

400. Is he a good practical man? Nome say he is, others say heis not. He seems to be very industrious
and intelligent, and he is always able to give me such information as I may require, .
401. How old is he? Quite 60, I am sure, . ‘

402. Do you remember a man named Quinan, who was employed ag an inspector—was he not dismissed ?
He was not dismissed, but he had to retire; his services were dispensed with, - :

403. On what grounds? He got into trouble when Mr. Stuart was Colonial Secretary, for trafficking in
oysters. _ ' S :

404. Will you furnish us with the papers in connection with that case? Yew _

405, Do you think that it is possible for inspectors to be in collusion with fish and oyster sellers ?  Yes,
quite possible. ' .

406. Do you know Mr. Woodward, of King-street? Yes. .

407. Do you think he knows anything about fisheries and oyster-culture ? Yes, T think he knows a good
deal about oyster-culture.

"408. Are you aware that rivers and fishing-grounds have been closed for over twelve months ? Yes.

409, How long has the Parramatta River been closed ! The Act gives us power to close waters for two
years, with the right o extend the cloging for one year more, when those three years have expired. We can
then begin de nove. That iz our practice.. _ :

410. Ag a matter of fact, has not the Parramatéa River been closed for over four years # T think i has.

411. Can you give any reason why the fish in that river, as well as in other rivers, have diminished-in -

number ? I do not think they have decreased. In point of fact I am sure they have increased.

412, 'What is the cause of the dearth of oysters in the Parramatta and other rivers ? The droughts. The
oyster requires a certain proportion of fregh water ; that is to say, the salf water on which it thrives must
not be too saline. There is a certain salinity necessary, but anything over that salinity arrests oyster
growth and development. -That is the cause of the worm disease which 15 talked about a good deal. I

“have here four oysters exhibiting the worm disease from its ineeption to the actual destruction of the

fish, Since the recent flood I have received reporbs stating that at” Port Stephens and- Newecastle the
worm has been entfirely killed. It is simply an ordinary earth-worm. Whether it gets into the lamine
in the first instance, or right into the oyster, and the oyster then works a nacre over it, we are not quite
certain. I am inclined to think, myself, that it gets into the laming. Another disease to which the
oysters are subject is cansed by a borer, which attacks the oyster when there is too much fresh water. I
now exhibit to the Committee a specimen of oyster which has been attacked by this animal.

418. How long does it take an oyster to become eatable? That all depends on the localiby. Oysters

- which were _sent fo me yesterday by Mr. Dick, of Port Macquarie, had. attained, he states, a marketable

size
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gize in two years and four months,” In other rivers you can get them to attain a marketable size in
twelve or eighteen months, In George’s River they will mature in nine months, as I know from
experiment. a . ) ) -

414, Would you favouar a proposal to close the rivers for two or three: years from oyster-getters—do you

- .- think that that would be the means of resuscitating the oyster-beds ? No; T think that depends entirely

- upon the seasons, I believe that after this season we shall have any quantity of oysters. My theory is
this: There are deep-water oyster-heds as well as foreshore oysters. 'Wherever there are developed oysters
fresh water must be present, and I believe the deep beds are fed by fresh water oowing up underneath,
which produces less salinity at the bottom of those waters. than in other waters. If that is the case we
shall have oysters whether we keep the beds closed for three years or not,  If that is not the case, we
might keep the beds closed as long as we liked, and not get oysters. Lately we have not been able to get
“oysters, because it has been simply impossible for them to grow, - '

415. Are you in favour of continuing the present system of oyster leasing? T am not so certain about

that. I amsrather inelined myself to let the rivers either wholly or in arms. T want to bring this about :
That if a man has an oyster lease, it shall extend over an arm of a river (say) like the Moonee Creek in
the Hawkesbury, so that all the eysters in that creek shall belong to one man. In that case, if any other
man were discovered there with oysters, he would have to account for them. The present system of
leasing:small areas simply encourages pecple to pilfer one from the other. These small leases are called
- peacock leases, about 100 yards in length. The Commissioners, at my suggestion, are not now disposed to
grant those small areas.  People take up these oyster leases simply for the purpose of getting all the
oysters they can; then they throw the leases up, leaving the rent unpaid ; and I do not know whether we
- have any power to recover the rent. The matter is now in the hands of the Crown Solicitor, and there isa
- case to be prosecuted. - =
‘416, Do you know how many oyster leases there are, and what amount of rent has been received ? No ;

- "but I will furnish the information.

" 417, Have all the rents been paid on the leases issued? No; they are £2,000 or £83,000 in arrear. _
418. Is it a fact that in the event of an oyster-lessee detecting-anyone pilfering his oysters he cannot
progecute without first consulting the Tisheries Commission ? Yes.

419. Is not that an absurd provision? Yes, _ :
420. Do you know how many leases Mr. Woodward has? No; but he has & very large number. |

i 421 Has he always paid his rents? - Yes.

- 422, Do you remember that, some time ago, complaints were made public by myself which came from
~ fishermen in the Hawkesbury River, who stated that they were unjustly and unfairly dealt with? Yes.
423, Has anything been done in order to relieve those people? I went up to the Hawkesbury, and
looked into the matter. . The result of my inspection was that I recommended the opehing of Berowra
Creek to net-fishing. ¥ consulted one or two fishermen there, and they said they would be contented if
that were done; and I did not see very much harm would result from opening the creel. In point of
fact, the mere supervision of its closure was a bar to keeping it closed, because it would be necessary to
maintain an inspector there constantly. - I recommended the opening of Berowra Creek, but the Com-
. missioners did not agree with my recommendation. _ :
424, "Would it not be much better if the main river were left open and the tributaries closed? I do not
think so. I am a great believer in keeping those rivers closed for the protection of young fish, I

would rather see the heads of the rivers permanently closed, because L have seen such good results

from it.

My, I. G
Thompsor.

. N B A
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425. Have many complaints been made. through you to the Commission as to dereliction of duty on the

partof any of your inspectors? No.
426. Have you had any ? No. :
427; In the a.pgointments of inspectors have the recommendations of the Commission always been
carried out by the Government? 1 think so, without exeeption. ~ -
428. By whom in the first instance are these people recommended ;—would they be recommended by a
- man of Mr. Woodward’s or Mr. Emerson’s standing ? No; I do not know of any who have been recom-
mended by therm. _ : : )
429, In 1887 a Bill was passed to protect the fish in inland waters ;—have you directed your attention to
the application of that measure? We have no officer to supervise it. I have considered that measure,
and I included its provisions in the Fisheries Bill which I drew up. I have not had an opportunity of
visiting the inland waters, exeept Lake George, where I have been once or twice. I shouldlike to have
opportunities to visit those waters, as it is really impossible to form an opinion on those matters unless
I go there. I would like to have personal knowledge before I made any recommendations. It will be
seen in the statement which I have already handed in that I proposed to make recommendations when I
was afforded an opportunity of going to the inland waters, but that opportunity has not yet come.
430. At Lake Cteorge there sre fine fish, and is it not in every way suitable for carrying on experiments
in pisciculture? - Yes. : : o :
481. Have you visited Lake Bathurst? No. .
432, Are you aware of the existence of fish there ? There was some talk of taking fish there. It would
be quite easy to get them there. _ . .
433, Are you aware that large quantities of fish are taken from the Murray River to Melhourne? Yes;
;s)h_.ey ﬁall go to Melbourne. 'We keep the Murray River for the benefit of Melbourne ;:Sydney gets no
enefit, ' ) :
484. Are yon aware there ate large quantities of oysters imported froth New Zealand #  Yes.
435. Do you remember the case of Hanley, who imported oysters from New Zealand and deposited them
in one of the foreshores®. Yes, at Gore’s Bay. .
438, Had he to pay royalty on those eysters which came in from New Zealand, and which were under
other citcumstances imported free of royalty 7 He took possession. of this area and applied for the lease
bub never got one. It was decided that no leases should be issued in Port Jackson.  Hanley was infermed
that he would have to pay this royalty for the accommodation afforded to him through his being allowed
to leep his oysters there and for the benefit which the tidal waters fowing over them had conferzed on
him, The Commissioners thought that he cught {e pay semething to the Crown for the benefit he had
derived, and they made an arrangement with him that no pent was to be charged. Ile was to give up the
laxsd within three moriths, but I think the Comurissioners allowed him to-remain longer.
: ‘ : . 437,
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437. In bringing these oysters to town and selling them to Woodward and others, had he not to pay just
the same as if the oysters had been reared on our own oyster-beds? Yes, only he had no rent to pay.
438. The royalty on oysters has been abolished ?  Yes. : S
489. Is there still a royalty on ware? You cannot call it a royalty as it is really a fee. Two shillings a
bag iy charged on ware, brood, and spat. - T ,

440. Do you think that is a wise provisien ? It is one of the regulations under the Ack. It would be a
good regulation if attention were paid by the Government to preserving beds for ware. 1f they tock
pains to conserve it it would be very good. _

QEJI.A Mr. O Sullivan.] Have you any supervision or iuspection of inland waters ? "We have power under
the -Act. . . ‘ : :

442, 'Who enforces those powers? 'We enforce it; we generally employ the police.

- 443. Do the police represent you on the inland rivers and lakes? Yes; wherever we ask them,

444, 'Who represents you at Lake George ? 'We have an inspector appointed there, and another on the
Edwards River, between Deniliquin and Moama. He is the forest ranger, and he inspects the fisheries in
his district. A sergeant of police, named Nelson, has charge of Lake George.

4.«;1«5. ‘When you were at Lake George were you interfered with by the landed proprietors on the banks?
No.- ’ : B

446. Did you ever hear that the people who go fishing at Take George have becn ordered away by the
land-owners ? No. : . '

447, Were you allowed to Iand anywhere? Yes; I had no interference whatever.

448. Is there only one.kind of fish in Tiake George? Yes; the cod. . .
449. TIs that Take suitable for rearing other fish? ~ I think so. T should like to try it. Of course.the cod
is very voracious, and that would militate against any effort of the kind. . :
450. With regard to the worm disease in oysters, is there any inspection when they come to market
to sed if the oysters are diseased ? No. The oystermen would not send them to market, because it would
be only waste labour, _ '

451. How did you manage to discover the specimens you have shown us? You can get them anywhere ;
you can always discover the disease, the smell is so bad. It is like dredged silt. : '
452. Could anyone eating an oyster ascertain for himself if it was diseased ? Yes; the mere appearance
of it i3 quite sufficient. : : . S

453. Have you any complaints as {o the stealing of fish at 'Woolloomeoloo market? Noj; but I have
heard of their having been stolen in transit. In point of fact I have scen them stolen myself on the
Hunter River wharf when coming from Newecastle in the early morning. o '
454. 18 there any systematic oyster-culture in New South Wales? No. Although the purpese of the
Act was to éncourage oyster-culture, people have taken up areas not for that purpose at all. ~ They have

-selected places where there was the most oysters. In many instances they have cleared off all the oysters

‘and then abandoned the area.

455. Is Mr, Mulhall competent to carry out his duties as an inspector? Yes. He is an old man, of
course ; bub he seems to take a great deal of interest in his duties. o

456. Does he give satisfaction?  Yes; T have not heard any complaint from the Comwissioners. They
think very highly of him:. . : ' . :
457. Do you think that trawl-fishing would be a.success off this coast? T can hardly say that; but I am
looking forward to the time when we shall have frawling here. We do not know ab present where we
can trawl. Trawling requires a clean bottom, and that can only be ascertained when we have had a survey.
I not only expect that we shall get: ground fish, and unknown fish, but’also oysters. There is no doubt
that there 4re oyster-beds off the coast. There is such an oysterbed joff the Clarence, and I was in hopes,
although unfortunately I have not been able to do so, that I eould show the Committee this afternoon
some oysters taken from the sea near Catherine Hill Bay, a few miles to the south of Lake Macquarie.
They grow there in 5 place called Shark Hole, or very near there. - There are no creeks or inlets about
there, and the only inference is that those oysiers eome from the sea, and there must be some place there
where they breed. I do not know why we should not get deep-sea oysters here as they do in France,
New Zealand, and recently in Bass’s Straits.

458. - How do you account for our fishermen being so backward with their appliances and method of
fishing? They seem to be able to supply the market, and they do not seem to care to go out of the heaten
track. They have very primitive appliances; and some fishermen really do not care to go away from their
own homnes. - That is one of the causes of the ont-ery against closed waters. We had a deputation from
the Fishermen’s- Union on one occasion, and the impression created in my mind was that the fishermen
thought there were no other grounds where they could fish except George's River and the Parramatta
River. They do not seem to have any enterprize.® _

459. Do you think that our fishermen keep up & proper supply of fish for the market? ~The supply of
fish has been increasing yearly. In 1885 there were 38,000 Daskets of fish brought to market. In 1886,
45,000 baskets. Roughly, in 1887, 51,000 baskets; and in 1888, 54,000 baskets. The proceeds for the
sale of those baskets was—in 1885,:£31,000 ; in 1888, £37,000 ; so that that shows the supply ix gradually
increasing, and I put that down to our keeping the rivers elosed.

. 460. Are there any obstacles in the way of well-boat fishing off this coast? No, but it has not been a

success so far. 1 was speaking on the subject to Mr. Buckingham, who owns the keteh “ Gratitude.”. He
explained to me that the smailer fish seemed to succeed very well in a well.boat, but he brought a number
of them oh one occasion into Sydney, arriving here on Saturday night. He left them in the well all -
Sunday, and on Monday they were all dead. They were killed in their own filth. T can quite understand
that, because he moored his boat; just in the usual way, and there was not a sufficient passage of water
through the well. If he had moored the vessel aeross the tide he might have saved thefish. Ile noticed
also that the large schnapper dived down and killed themselves against the bull-head. e intended then
to spread a net round the well to act as a buffer to prevent that if possible. The “ Gratitude” is at
present in New Zealand, but she is returning to Sydney, and he hopes to be able to do something with
her-in future, as he is going to use steam-power, which will enable him to get to the fishing-grounds and
back in.proper time. o 461,

. ¥ Novs (on revision):—L intended to convey this idea : That fishermen’ resident on & particnlar iwater, say, for
instance, the Parramatta or George’s River, seemed not to think that there wers other fisheries besides thoseto be consideted,
and that they would rest perfectly satisfied if allowed to £ollow their calling on their own’ river, and not trouble much
about the convenience of mg¢mbers of their own craft resident in more remote Localities, .
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461, Did not the * Rachel Thompson” from Tasmania demonstrate the success of such fishing ?  She was ﬁl&- L&
not a suceess. The master had all the assistance possible from the Commissioners. The Government 07PN
found the money to start the enferprise, bub the master, instead of prosecuting the affair went ba.ck a¢a1n, 18 June 1889
L]
as he-found that it was not a paying speculation.
462. Might he not have had a good market in ‘I‘a.sm:mm ? Yes; he found that he ha.d much better marke
there than here.
463. Do you know that well-boat fishing has been very suceessiul in Tasmania for years? ? Yes, I:have
heard so.
464. Even when the wells were fitted in ordlnmy Wha.lebomts 9 - Yes; but I do not know anythlng of 1t
ersonally. :
465. Mp. Bitchie.] You have stated that you are in favour of giving extensive oyster leases ;—do you
think that it would prevent pilfering if you gave one man the entire bed of the river? I did not say that-
T would give the entire bed of a river to one man, , Suppose a river had an arm such as Moonee Creek on
the Hawkesbury. 1 would give one man the whole of that arm. If his oysters were then stolen'it would
certainly be his' own fault, - Under the present system we allow one man to have small areas here; there,
and everywhere, and neither the Government nor the lessee can protect. those leases, T s
466. Is there auy oyster-culture going on ab the present time at Moonee Creek 2. No; the worm disease
has taken such a hold on the oysters that nothing has been done.
467. You have spoken of closing the heads of the rivers ;—what bounds would you fix for the Flawkesbury ?
My proposition was that we should close that river from Bar Point upwards. The river was first cloqed
as far as the Railway Bridge. The fishermen represented to me that that was altogether toc much. In
deference to their wishes, and seeing that it would not interfere with the publie mterebt I proposed that

" we should open the river up to Bar Point, excluding the tributaries, - ‘ x

468, Is Bar Point much above the rmlway bridge ?  Yes; about 4 miles. _

469, What are the bounds in the Parramatta River? - 'We have elosed it from the bmdges Jren Cove
from the bridge, Johnston's Bay from the bndge, and Palramatta from the budge, and Lane Cove:from
the mouth. -
470. Have you closed the same proportion in all the othel rivers ? Yes we tale some well knowu point.
471. Is the worm disease very prevalent or widespread? Yes; but at present the floods have killed it.

472, Do you think that fresh water is a specific? Yes; there is no doubt about that. Thezre is a great
deal of tfalk about the origin of the disease, but I think the practical question is, what will cure it, so far
asis yet known, N othmtr but fresh water will do it. I put those worms [Exkzbzt] in fresh \mter, and

they were dead instantly. They would live ever so long in salt water.
473, Ts it by trawling ouly that deep-sea oysters can be obtained ? Yes; and dredging.

474. Is that the method used in New Zealand and France ? Yes; and dredglng 1 think they get them
in 30 fathoms of water in France.

475. Cannot they be obtained by means of a diving bell? They can. We have divers here, but that is
expensive, and a poor man could not go in for it. There is a man diving at George’s River, but I do not
at all approve of that system as it is impossible to know what the man is domg ’

. 476, My, Howe] Would you be plepared to extend the limit on the Pa;l‘l&matta, Rlver to beyond the

bridge ?* Yes.

477. Say to Ryde? Yes; I would not ohJect to that, ;

478, Would you object to extending the limit on George’s River to Sa,lt-pan Cleek ? I was dlscussmg
that matter the other day, and I would be willing to extend it to thig side of Salt- -pan Creek in the summer
months, but I would not like to open the ereelk.

479. Would you be in favour of opening Port H%(kmw ? We bave nothlng to do with that.

480. 'Would you advocate the repeal of the Act, which closes Port Hacking? Yes; I should 11Le to close
Port Ha.ckmg only from the Spit upwards, There is really no supervision ab present and owing to the
way in which the Act is drawn a conviction could not be obtalned if the opposing lawyers knew what
they were about.

481. Are not the fishermen anxious to be allowed to-use any kind of net s0 long as the fish are not below

a specifiéd weight P That is the practice in Vietoria; they disregard the nets altogether there, or very
nearly se, and reiy entirely on the weight of the fish. T a1t inclined to agree to that practice, becauso

we have to do more than prevent young fish from being sold, - We want to preveut the young fish from
being damaged, which takes place when they are caught in a net. :

482. C‘hczzrnmn ] Do you think that in many cases the lengths of the nets should be increased ? Yes.

488. Mr. William Stephen.] Do you think that the mspectors should be practical fishermen, and should
understand the habits of the varions kinds of fish? I think they should be practical fishermen. There "
is but little known of the habits of the fish. Guarfish are the only fish to which a certa.m net will apply,

-because they are surface fish, and very seldom go helow,

484, Are all the inspectors 1eaHy practical men, who will be ab]e to give a decision at once, and under-
stand when the fishermen break the law ? They will know when the fishermen break the la,w, but I do

‘not think they have all been practical men,  OF course, in their capacity of inspectors, they have learnt

a great deal, and perhaps all that is necessary, but w hen they were appomted I do not think they were
all practlcal fishermen.

485, Is it your opinion they ghould be? T think that it is very deswable tha.ﬁ thoy should have the
necessary knowledge at any rate. .

486, Ts Mr. Seymour in the employ oE the Figheries Commission 7 Yes; we pay him & salar y of £75 a
-year.

487. Ts he not paid, by the Corporation of Sydney? 'We have nothing to do with his position in the

. Corporation. He was merely appointed an inspecior because it was thought that he would be serviceable

ag representing the interests of the Fisheries Commission, seeing that he had the control of the market
488, Then he is paid by regular salary, and not by fees? e is paid a regular salary,

489, Does he not receive any Commission from the vendors of fish? I beheve he gets o salary flom the
-Corporation, but L do not know that officially.

490. In your opinion has the closing of the ﬁshmg-gaounds increased the number of fish ? Very much,

~ thero iv.no doubt about that.

491. Have you not heard that since Port Hacking was elosed the fish have decrea,sed there ? Yas,

'because the. ﬁshermen fish thera whenever they plﬂase There is nobedy to preveut 1t

492,
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492, H&ve the Comrigsioners the power of appointing the1r own inspectors ? ‘No; the Minister does
everything ; the Commission can only recommend.

1889. 493. Do you think it would be desirable that the Commtsmon should have the power of appointing

+

"inspectors P They virtually have the power of appointing mspectors now, because the Government
dlways carry out their recommendations.

494." Are’the inspectors subjected to any examination before the Commission recommends them? No.

© 495. So that in reality the Cominissioners are not aware what their qualifications ‘may be before they

employ them ? No, except from the recommendations which may accompany their application.
496. Do you think 1t would be desirable for the Commission to have power to appoint the inspectors
diveetly, without reference to the Groverninent? 1 do mot see what .is to be gained by it, because the
Government will never refuse the appointments recommended by the Commissiohers,
.497. Do you think that any of the waters elozed at present might be opened with advantage to the
fishermen, and without lessening the supply of fish ? "I do not, excopt with the modifications I have
already explamed I think those modifications might be allowed without defriment to the fish supply.
498. Have the Commlssmners power under the Act to try experiments in catehing fish outdide the Heads ?
The Act-does ndt exactly give them power, but the Government would not ob]ect to their doing s0. In
fact they have made an experiment with the trawl, and I think the result of that experifient is embodied
in the Conithissioners’ report for 1883.
499. Would it not be desirable for the Commission to make experlments, with*a view to educa,hng the
fishermen as to what mlghb be done? T think so. I know that when the Commission was first formed
the Government, at the instance of Sir William Macleay, who was then the President of the Commission,
imported a lot of nets and fishing appliances in use in varions countries; but, unfortunately, they were
destroyed in the Grarden Palace fire. Among them Was & purse- -seine, half a mile long. This was used to
catch fish off the coast of Maine, in America.
= 500. M. Sﬁevensmz} Do you ever change your 1nspectors from one district to another * “We have not
"done so. “ T made a recommendation to that effect [dppendiz B 5]; which the Commissioners had under
consideration, bub nothing came of it.  Qur present inspectors live at Paddington, Woolloomooloo, and
Surry Hills, T would place them in proximity to the'closed waters. ~For mstance, we want supervision
over the closed parts of the Parramatta River. We require supervision of the Lane Cove River, and so
on. My idea was to locate the inspectors somewhere nedr the lines of closure, so that they mlght gee
that illegal fishing was not going on.  The Commissioners were willing to entertain my proposal to a
certain extent, but the trouble was with regard to residences:- I thought residences might be provided in
this way : That we should make use of some of the 100-feet reservations which exist in most of these
places,-or any other suitable reserves in existencé, and build a weatherboard-house for the inspector on
this location, charging him a small vent, so as to cover the interest on the money expended. .
501. What has been ihe result of your recommendatmn ? 1 submitted it to the Oomlmsszloners, but there
has been no result so far.
502. What saldries do you pay theinspectors ? My. Benson, ab the Clyde me and Mr. Temperley, ab
the Clapence River, are the divisional inspectors ; they get £200'a vear, and they received “the statutory
increase of £40, which is the only inérease they have had All the other inspectors are called assistant’
inspectors, and they get: £150 a year.
503. Is Mr. Benson at Bateman's Bay? Yes. He has chm‘cre of the Southern Dlvmmn, from Jervis Bay
down to'the boundary. Mr. Temperley has charge of the N orthern Division, whleh begms about the
Mannirig River and runs away to the northern boundary.
504. Is Mr. Benson a relative of the President of the Commission? Heisa relative ot connectlon.
- 505, Has he any allowance for rent ? Yes; 1 think he is allowed about £25 a year for rent. .
_808. Why do you make an sllewance to him for vent and not to the other inspectors ? 1 really do mot,
_know how it came about. T know he is allowed it. He applied for it, T think.
507. Has any other inspector ever applied fof rent allowance, and has it been refused or-grauted ? T do
not think any other inspector applied. It has certainly not been granted fo any other ms])eetor
508. Is he allowed anything else besides reni ? Travelling allowance.
509. Is ke allowed an attendant? He is atlowed aboatman..
,510." At what salary ? -I think £108.
.511. Does Mr. Temperley get a boatman ? Yes. In Mr Temperley s case the R1chmond and the Clarence
“are important rivers, and the boatman is posted on one river and Mr. Temperlcy on the other, In my -
. proposition I arranged for another- disposition of all ‘those men,
512. Then thé only inspectors who have assistance are Temperley and Bengon ? Mulhall, in Sydney, has
_attendants of course. You'can nnderstand that we require more men at head-quarters. "
518 When the chief inspector is absent from Sydney who performs his duty? The chief inspector is
very seldom absent. I wish he were absent a little more. Mr. Ellis;the ﬁrst clerk in the office, performs
his duty when he is absent;
‘514, ‘What practical knowledge has he of the duties ? Really there i€ no practlcal Jmowledge NECES ATy,
becanse he, ag likewise I, as Secrotary, would only take the instructions of the Commissioners. If he
wanted any directions, or had to givé any directions, he would have to go to the Commissioners, or the
"President, in the same way as I should.  As'chief mspector I do not conmder tbat L have any absolute
coriirol over the inspectors.
“515. Ts it not a solirce of cotiiplaint a.mongst the ﬁshermen that if they want redress for anythmg Ehey
have to wait hefe until thexCommissionersmeet? If the fishermen went to one of the Commissioners—
“t0 the President; for instarice—he would give them all the help and redress he could. 1f a fisherman had a
. grievaned, and he wrote to me, I should have to wait until the Commission met.

: 516 Have yow heard any complamts :[rom the fishermen as to the delay they have been subjected to?

Yes, “very frequéntly.

517. Are any of the inspectors mcapable of perf’mmmg their duty from old age ¥ P We have only one old
, man, that is Mulhall; he is over 60. I do not think anyone else is over age. 1 had a return of their
' nges:prepared at one “time. :

' al? ?Nha.t is Mulhall's. time principally odcupied by ? He visits ’che ﬁsn rmrket every morning b 4
o'clock. :
519, Hag he an asmstant ? Two ovthres. He patrols the closed Waters at mght and he looks after the
oyﬁters arid fish commg in durmg the day He iz generally about, ' 520

="
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520 There.is no part of his tlme, I suppose, eceupled in gefting fish for the Commlssmners themuselves ¥ 9 %’fl‘ L. 9.
No; I never heard of such a thing. That is a case that would hardly come under my notice. 1f it was Pa
done I would hardly know anything sbout it. . I8! .
521, dYou do not know, of your own knowledge, that it is not done'?’ T do not know that it iy ep-ig "FE= st
not done

522. Who is the nspector. at Poit §4 “nhens ?  Mr. Otway.

523. Is it proposed t6 remove him?¥ 383 the Commissioners haye passeda. mlnute that he and the .
boatman shall be dispensed with. They propose to make other provision, and hiy services will not be
required. The matter is now under the notice of the Gfovernment.

524. What fish comes from Port Stephens? All kinds of fish. g
525. A large quantity of fish comes from there, and is-it not necessary i,hwt someone should be at Port
Stephens ? I think so. That is my opinion, “but it is not the Commissioners, so far.as T know.

526. What provision is to be made for that place—is it proposed to remove an inspector up there ? My
proposal was to. remove the inspector from where he is stationed, at Alicetown, down to the Heads, to
supervise the figh taken from Port Stephens to Neweastle, and that any provision for the 1nspeet10n of
oysters at Limeburners’ Creek, whence they are sent overland to Newcastle, should be done af the crock. .
In fact that he should be helped. by another man, and.I proposed to take a man from Shoalhaven and
place him there. I thought that would be a very «ffective means of seeing that the law was observed

~ where the principal fishing goes on, that is, at. the lower part of Port Stephens,. -

527. Do you think that Port Stephens is a very important fishing-ground ?  Yes, ’

528. Yet the Commissioners propose to close the inspection therc? T do mnof know that they propose

that, but they intend to do something. I was instructed to go up there and report for their information,
T but I have not been able to go yet. - F

: 529. It has been reported to me that they propose fo remove the inspector, and it is constdered to be & :
very ill-advised step., I want to.know what aeticn has been taken and: what provision has been made to:
meet the case of that port ?. They have not moved him yet, T should propose an 1nspec1:01 'thele I am
in rather a delicate position in haviiig to state what I Delieve to be'the Commissioners’ opinion on this
matter. T do not know how far to go, or whether I should Jeave my idea of it unexpressed.
Chairman.] You will be protected in every possible way with regard to any informationyou give here,
and you need not be afraid in answering any -question.
530. Mr. Stevenson.] This Commiftee would be a farce otherwise. I wa.nt some information as to the
steps taken by the Commissioners as to removing this inspector? T was going to say that the Commis-
sioners take this view generally -
531. Tas there been any compiamt against this gentleman? I have not had afy official complaant I
have had many verbal complaints that he has not given satisfaction. I agked those gentlemen who made
verbal complaints to pit them in writing, sd that we might inquire into them, but I have never been able
to gel them in writing. Whether the compla.lnt atose from His being too actwe, or from his not belng
. . active enough, I domot know. . .- -

“ 532. s it on ‘nccount of those complmuts fhat the Commissioners; ipropose to remove hlm altogether ? Not
‘wholly ; they think he is ratherian expensive officer.- : :
533. What is bis salary?  £150.a year, but the Comrmssmners think that he spends too much mgney in
travelling, anid they do not think that he 1% &, competent man.

534, Can you give me any idea as to what Jsh comes from Bateman's Bn.y in pr oporfslon to the quantlty
from Port Stephens? There is no compaxison in favour of Bateman’s Bay.

535. Yet you keep an inspector at Bateman’s Bay ?  Yes, the divisional inspector.

536. And, yougive him an assistant at £108 a year ? Yes, but my pwpc)sal Would remedy all that.

537. But in the meantime the evil exists P Yes.

538. You allow this inspecter at Bateman’s Bay houge-rent in addition. All thm expense is kept u

. where there are,no fish, yet the inspector in a place where thereis plenty of fishis to be done away with?

If I recollect rlgh’cly my proposal was to remove Benson:to the inland watere and remove the boatman
somewhere 6lse, giving him inepectoral powers. - . ,
539. What were My, Benson’s qualifications. for the office when he was a,ppomfsed A | do nof; kuow what #
his qualifications were in the first instanee, but. T.believe that he had had. experience in Tasmania or’
Melbourne I believe he eame from Tasmanisa omgma,lly He seems to have given satisfaction at Bate-
man’s Bay ;—we ha,ve no complaints about him, i

540. How do you arrive at a knowledge of the existence of deep-sea oysters ab Oatherine Hlll Bay ? From : ‘
the report of the ingpector. This is a makbter of very great intérest to me, and whenever I hear of any-
thing of this kind T always make full inquiry.

541. "Have you had any compla.mts with reference to the fisheries or the mspeetor ab Ha.wkesbury River?
Yes; there were great complaints, and an inquiry was held, but nothing was actually provex. The 1dea
was that the inspeetor, Peter Suiith, was interested in oyster ‘culture ]eases . :
542. Have many nets been seized at the Hawkegbury at any time ? Yes but I ea.nnot say how ma,ny
548. On several occasions? Yes. ' oo )

544. What became of those néts? They were so0ld by order of the Commissioners,

545. Are you aware that those nets were sold by publie auction under instructions from the Comimiis:

signers—that they were, pm‘chased put in, use, and seized again? There never has heen & casé of that :
kind. Suppose an inspector seizes an illegal net from A, another inspector geizes an ?llegal net from B, e
another inspector seizes an illegal net from (J, those threes 1llega1 nets may “be converted into one or
perhaps three nets, which may be legal for some purpose or another We cut up those nets; and make *
that legal which was hitherto illegal, and the legal net is: sold. )

546. You do not sell the illegal. net in the ‘condition in which you seize it? ? No. That Wouh}_ be .. w
‘manifestly nnfair. Tt would-be laying a trap for the fishermen. .

. 847. Chotrman.] Ave you sure as to that statement ;—are you sure that nets have not been seized, S
‘prosecutions having been instituted on account of those nets being of -an illegal mesh, and the very same

nets sold again to people who used them ?. I do not know of suéh a case. I now recollect gomething B

that took place @ long time ago. Many years ago some geiitlemen in the country wanted nets to cover

their fruit-trees, and some of those nets that could not be nide legal for fishing were sold to those people
. lor the purpose named. We instructed the. auctioneer o say, Wheu he sells a net, that it is legal or S
o whatever purpose we intend 1t to be legal, E ) , o A s »
" y | B S sa8.
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848, M. Stevenson.] Have you never heard of a case whers 4 man wag prosecuited for usifig a net, which
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wagt #old to Him by order of the Commissionera P I have heard of a case of complaint, but I forged the
exact case now, I know that there was nothing in the complaint, ~ It was somethirg in connection with
a lot No: 8 at gomie ale. The man said he had bought the net at this sale, and that he was afterwards
prosecuted for using it. As a matter of fact, as far as T can recollect, the man never hought No, 8, but
he bought something else. If any information is-given me on the subject I can search for the case.

549, We want you to furnish v§ with information? T cannot giveit; if I could I would give if.

550. You really do know or have heard of some case that bhas arisen? "Which was said to have arisen,
but there was really nothing in if. S

:551. What became of the prosecution? I do not know.

552. 'Was the man subjected to a great deal of annoyance, and was he brought to Court? If he had an
iltegal net he would certainly be brought to Court. .

553. What became of it ?. "I do not know the case, and I cannot give the information.

554. You must admit that that would be a:very great hardship? TYes; it would be a nighstrons fthing,

which I would not lend myself to. :

- 555. Do the Commissioners inquire into auy cowplaint that is made? If any representation was made
b &

it woiild be fnquired into, .

556. My. William Stephen.] Do the Commigsioners inspect every net seized, so as to make suro that a
net is not illegal before it is sold? No.. : ’

557, Do you leave it to the inspector to do that? Yes.

558, Mr. Stevenson.] 1 prosnme the inspector performs that duty P Yes. )

559. 'When you grant leases for oyster-beds, do you seo thai the purpose for which the leases were
granted are carried out? Yes; it is our Business to do that, and we do it where we can, but we have vory

Jittle opportunity. Also, an oyster lessee need not do anything for three years. At the end of three

“years if he finds“that the land iy incapable of oyster culture the Act gives the Commissioners power to

. 574, Did not these men settle on the river years ago to carry out this indhs_try, the father rearing his.
sons there, and they having, as it were, a Vested fnterest in the river; and is 1t not a hardship now that

recommend the surrender of his lease. - :

560. Then you do make some inspection? We always inspect; and we have never got any reports of
mismanagement as yet, because really there has been no oyster culture. 'We have had.no growth in the
oysters. = - : e )

561. What reports have you reteived with reference to the oysters on the Shoalliaven River ? That the
lessees are carrying out the conditions of their leases as far as they dan. We have an inspector there
who reports constantly, - v -

562. Then the-conditions of leases on that river are supposed to be satisfactorily carried out? .Yes.
563. With reference to the sale of fish, would it not be snaldvantagé fo the fish-dealers themselves, the
parties procuring the fish, if thers was an avctioneer licensed to sell the fish, quite irrespective of Mr.
Beymour, so that the fish might be sold at any time of, the daywhen they arrived ? There is ne manner
of doubt about it. I would completely upset the present arrangement, S

564. Wonld you be inclined to recdmmeénd that fish anctioneers should be licensed to"sell t];e fish, which .
is a perishable article, in the same way as auctioneers are licensed to sellawead .and eoal, which are not , . .

perishsglﬂe, at Darling Harbour? Yes, I would récommend, that fish and oyster dealers should be
licensed. o S s L .
565. Ohairman.] You have mentioned that experiments in*trawling havé been made by”the Com-
missioners ;—how many trawls have you? 'We have at present«two trawls and gear complete. _

566, What is the cost of them? T do not know. They were brought out by Dr. Ramsay when he was
sent home as the representative of the Colony to the Londen International Fisheries Exhibition.. They
are kept at the Miseum, and have never been used, - f i = '
567, What is their condition ? “They are inl perfeet condition. We have had other trawls besides. We
have a boatman in cur employ who was an old trawler at Grimsby., TEe possessesa certificate as second
mato as s trawler, He made a trawl of'35 feet beam ih 1888. It is nowin bad condition, because we
have no twine suitabie for repairing it. The only eost of that trawl'was the attval cost of the material.

One experiment was tried with the “ Ajax” for a fortnight in 1888, and the vesult Was comparatively:

successful. The cost of making this ttawl was about £15 for material. It required a long warp, which
cost about £20 ; that is"still in existence at the Museuri. *The same man made a small trawl in 1884:that
has been used three times. It was nsed onee with the President in Iron Cove, but without success. It
was also used in Botany Bay two months ago. The first time it waé unsuccessful owing te the trawl
getting foul of the screw of the steamer. It was used the wext day, and g large haul was made, bui not
of good fish. They consisted of catfish, rays, and sharks. In order fo use the trawl successfully we must
of course be sure of the ground. If we could only find out where the beds of deep-sea-oysters aze 1
suppose we would have an immense market for them here. P ) :
568. AMr. Stevenson.] Before that can be done must there not be a survey of the coast? Yes; but I de
fiot think we would require such a survey as was commbénced before, and which had o be abandoned
owing to the expense. ' o ' ’

569, Chairmaen.] Has the Commission a sfeam-launch? Yes. .

570. What is its condition ? Quite good. T .

571. Is'she used? Yes, in this hatbour and in the Hawkesbury River and George’s River. She can
only be taker to those rivers in exceptionally fine weather, - She'is only a little launch about 36 feet long.
572. Are you aware that Lane Cove River 18 not closed ? * It is closed. There is a bridge across Lane
Cove River, and it is closed from that. o ’

573. Have, tiot the men Gascoyne, who live on the Paframatta River, suffered great hardship owing to the
provisions of the TisheriesAct ¥ 1 denot think sb. T : '

for the last four years the river should be closed against them? Noj because T think they ought to give
way fo the public intérest and go farther afield. Other fishermen have had to do that, and I do not see
why the river should be kept open for thesermen. ' s '

575. Is there not a great population on the northern side of the. river wjno for yeax:s were dependent on :

these people for a supply of fresh fish, and-who eahnot now get a supply on account of the river being
closed? 1 suppose it is possible for those peoplé to get fish in the same way s the people in the western
" P | - e

suburbs get fish,
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576. Do you nob thinl that those people ars as worthy of as much consideration as the people of Sydney M. L. G.

and that some means should be afforded them to obtain fresh fish ? Report has it that the Gascoymes - Th"mP“’11
are, and always have been, very successful in securing a supply of fresh fish, and that the inhabitantz on
the northern shoré have not suffered at all, notwithstanding the river has been kept closed.

577. Ts it not o fact that fishermen, if found in elosed waters, are liable to have their nets seized, and t]mt

" eages have occurred in which their netl Tiave heen seized P Yes.

578. After that, is it left to the diseretion of the magistrate whether he shall punish the fisherman or :
not? If the seizure is proved he must punish them. .

579. Not necessarily ? T think you mean with reward to ’rhe forfeiture of the met, Under the 26th
section there is no penalty, but the magistrate has power-to forfeit the nets.

580. Is not that an unjust provision ? If we had to contend against bord fide fishermen, who would take
an interest in conserving the fisheries, I think such a provision would be bad,; but we have to fight not
against the bond fide fishermen, and there are many of them, bul we have to ﬁa*ht against those men who
are not bond fides, and, who will 'take every opportunity of mﬁmgmv the law. We have to make laws to
provide against thess, and the bond fide fishermen suffer throngh the mizdeings of the others.

581. Ay, Ritchie] 'What 1s the distinetion between a bond jada fisherman and a non-bond fide fisherman P |
A bond fide fisherman is one who will act so as to help the laws where they arve fair. I quite admib that
there are many restrictions in the Act; but I think the fishermen should recognize that the Commission
are endeavouring to pmtect the ﬁsherle mud I think we have proved that, indsmuch as we have brought
up the supply one-fifth in five years.

582. Mr. Stevénson.] Would it not be possﬂJle for ﬁshelmen in heavy weather to be driven into closed
waters, and would it not he a hard case if their nets were then seized ¥ 1 donot think that ever oceurs.
588. Have you not seen rough weather in Hawkesbury Rlver ? +Yesn: but there iz no closed waters untll
you get up to Bar Point, ‘

584. There ave a number of setilers on the Hawkesbury, more particularly about Wiseman’s Ferry, who are
mainly dependent for fresh:food vpon fish obtained out.of the river P, T have heard that stated, and T was
asked for a report on the matter, and I recommended thatthe Haw Leshury should be opened from Webb’s
Creelk upwards. The Commissioners however did Hot congur with my proposal, and it has not been done.
585. Was not aletter sent in complaining that those people could not even get fresh meat, and that they

had no means 6f getting fresh foo unless they were allowed to fish, and was not perrmssmn to do so

refused by the Commissioners? -Yes.

586. On what grounds? That it would reguire the appointing of an inspector.

587. The Commissioners were distinetly informed that the settlers were respectable wen, that it would not
pay them to cateh fish and to hawlk. them about, and that they, therefore, would only catch sufficient fish
to provide for the necessavies of life, that it basalways been allowed up to a certain time, but that lately
it had been stopped ?* The H‘kae:burv has always been closed. There is nothing to prevent line-fishing.
588. A farmer cannot fish from morning to night with  ling,’and do you not (,ous1ds,1 that this proh1b1—
iion is a gredt hardship? I recommended that t]w river should be opened there,

589, Afr. I’?fc]m’] Under the law could you not permit thess, people to supply themselves with ihe

 necessavies of ife P The law’ docq no} aﬂlow it. »There is no provision of the kind in the law. It is

altogether defective,

590, Mr. William Stephen.] Do vou think that the law should be‘amended so as to allow farmers to eatch
fish for their personal use? Yes; I think some diseretion should be allowed in such a case. The present
Act when it was passed was tentalive, and T suppose if we passed an Act now it would be found unsuitable
in somg respeets in a short time.

591. Afr.Stevenson.] T suppose you are fully aware that families in some of these isolated places would
have to travol 10 or 20, miles to obtain fresh feod # I did not know that but the information was con-
veyed tous. I think that it is a great hardship that they shonld not be allowed to get fish.

592, My William Siep?zen’l -Are there any divisional inspectors in the immediate vieinity of Sydney?
No. Quinan was a divisitnal 1mpect0r for SdeCy, but when he retired from the Service no one else was

-appointed in his stead.

593. Are the provisional inspectors e\'pected to visit the watefs i in the vicinity of Sydney ab any time ?  No,
594, Xf the important fishing-grounds in the immediate vicinity of Sydney. can be entrusted to assistants
or %ub-mspectms why should not the same be the case with 1'egard to Bateman’s Bay? T do not mself
ree the necessity for those divisional inspectors, and I never did. "I would do away with them, In the
Biil T have prepared I have done away with them

595, A, Stewnson] What becomes of the fish from Clarence River? Tt is sent 'Lo Sydney in ice-
boxes. 15,000 baskets have been sent in one year.

596, Mr. William Stephen.] Are the sub-inspectors allowed travelling expenses Yes; they are allowed
- their nctual expenises ; the Commissioners are very pqrtmuhr on that point,

59Y. Hr. Stevenson.) "What travelling expenses do the 1nsper,tozs get? They g ot paid theu- actual
expenses, and nothing more.

598, Mr. William Sff_pﬁm ] Aze you not awarc th'u: Mr. Mulhall is considerably over 60 years of age?
T do not know, but I think that ho is over bO .

‘ VJ"HURSDAY, 20 JUNE, 1889.
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Ay, Alexander Oliver called in, sworn, and eXamined :—
.399 C]mummr ] What position do yon hold in the Public § Service P T am Parhamenhry Draftsman and Mr.

~ one of the Tisheries Commiséioners, A, Cliver.

6C0. How long have you occupied the latter position? T was one of the first Commissioners appoinfed, ~—"——
in 1881. I afterw ards resigned, and remained off the Board for two 0} three }mrs then, at Mr _Dallev’s 20 June, 1889,

request, I again become o (JOll’lIll]SSlQllGI‘, I ihmk in 1886, ) _ 601,
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k ) Mr.  g0l. Have ybu— taken any particular interest in the fishing industry in this Colony ¥ Yes; perhaps no
{i A, Olivers  pgn in the Colony has taken more interest. o ‘
" o Fane. 1880, 692. Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly, and have given satis-

faction to the people who carry on their callings of fishermen and oystermen ? Thatis a very large

question. It would be impossible for any Act of a regulative character to give satisfaction to the persons

who are affected by it.  Fishermen could never be pleased with any Aet which interferes with their Hberty
of action. I know a great many of the fishermen, and they have frequently told me that the Actimpedes
them in the exercise of their calling. “Some sy we ought to have closed fewer places, or ought to have
closed them at other times. There is'no consensus of opinion amongst the fishermen as to what parts of
the fisheries should be closed. Those who live up the river say, “ Do net close the waters where we make
our living ; elose them down below. On the other hand those who live down below say, * Close up the
tops of the rivers, because that is where the fish breed.” Having had a great deal to do with the working
of the Act, I can say that the Commissioners have been very largely guided by the recominendations made
by the original Royal Commission of 1880, on the evidence of the fishermen themselves as to their clogires,
periods of closure, and places of elosure. Tt will be seen by the report of that Commission that the per-

‘ sons who most strongly recommended periodical closures, sometimes to the extent of two years, were the

" fishermen themselves, _ . _ '

‘ 603. In your experience as o Commissioner, have you notkad many cases of hardship brought under your

I notice ?  Certainly, not many. We have had o’ few petitions and memorials, and 1 think that on several .
*‘ ' oecasions Members of Parliament have addressed us on the subject of hardship in the way of forfeiture

of nets and the infliction of penalties for fishing in elosed waters. :

604. As a result of your consideration of those complaints, have the Commissioners made any recommen-

dations to the Grovernment in order to relieve those people ? ' I think that on one or two occasions we

have suggested that the penalty might be remitted. I think that during the pericd I was off the Board
some recommendations may have been made o the Government: During the last period of my member-
ship there have been some cazes of the kind I refer to, but I do not remember ab present that we made
suggestions or recommendations to'the (Government, exceptin one or two instances, and 1 think those
were cases in which we recommended that the penalty or forfeiture of the nets might be remitted. The,
magistrate has hardly any diseretion. T it is a case of an illegal net or a second cifence he must forfeit.

Then the case is entirely out of our hands ; because, being a forfeiture to Her Majesty, the Government

alone can remit the forfeiture. There have been two or three hard cases. T think one was at the Hunter

and the other at the Pavramatta River, and the law had to take ils-course. Very frequently, when cases
seemed to be hard, we have refused to allow our officers to prosecute. In tact our rule is never to prose-

cute unless it is really a bad ease. . R

605. I suppose you are a predty regular attendant ab the meetings of the Commission P Net, perhaps, as

regular as I should be.” Unfortunately, the hour of meeting clashes with another engagement, and with

my public duties, but I think T am fairly regular. : - Co ] _

606. What time 1y generally occupied by your meetings? We have frequently sab from 3 to half-past 5,

but on an average we get through cur business in an hour or an hour and a gnarter.

~ 6067. Do you remember if at any time the Commission made any recommendation to the Government to -

& alter the present Fisheries Act? Yes; they submitied an amended Bill in 1884, -

' 808. Then it is entirely owing to the negligence of the Government that that measure was not brought
forward P Twouldnot say that. T think the Bill was drawn up when Sir Alexander Stuart was in office in
1884. I am quite sure thatin the veport for 188384, when I was not a Commissioner, it was stated

: .~ .that'a draft Biil had been submitted. I do not think the Commissipners have ever made any suggestion
AT " in the direction of remitting penalties or of altering the system wo have been going upon, because we

" have always been of opinion that it is our duty, in the interests of the fishermen themselves and of the
product of fish, to have a periodical closure of the main fisheries, provided it is at the right time of the
vear. That has been our idea, so that the breeding peried should not'be interfered-with, and so that no
one place should be abgolutely skinned of its fish, as used to be done in the old fimes. At one time Lake
Tuggerah, a very large fishery, was absolutely skinned of fish. We closed it for two years, anid the result
was perfectly astonishing. I do net. say that we have always been wise in the periods for closing the

_.rivers, as it is a tentative business with us, and perhaps we have not hit the right time for clozure, but T .
am sure that the effect of periodical closure hag been on the whole very good.

= 609. Have you any reason to doubt the advisability of continuing the existence of the present Com-

misgion ?  If any responsible Minister had time to go into the matters that the Commission deals with
now, I do not myself see the necessity for a Commission,” Of course a Commission is always a bad body for
doing anything. It is only useful as an advising body. It only meets ence a week, and does not act as

R ‘quickly as a Minister could act. On the other hand & body selected on account of the familiarity of each

iy of its members with the subject, ought to be of some use, and ought to help the Minister very consider-
ably. I there were any Mimstertal Department that had very little to do, and could take over the
Fisherier, and if the Minister himself were an enthusiast on the subjeet, I do not think that the Com-

. mission would be a necessity. : ' _ '
610. Mr. Ritchie.] Do you think that the power of administration by a Board is too sumbrous in com-
pazigon with administration by a Minigter? Most certainly ; that is always the case. »
611. Chairman.] Have you at any time had complaints brought under your nofice as to the unjost opera-
tion of the Fisheries Act, partienlarly with regard to nets? There have heen complaints of length of net,
and as to the mesh. There are those who think that the nets are not long enough. They think that 150 Fi
fathoms is not long enough to inclose - sufficient fish, especially in shallow waters where the men have to i

3 _ take their neis for some distance before they get on the ground where the fish are lying. Then there is

i the 'question as to whether the mesh iz not too large—that is to say, the men do not get the fish they

expect to cateh., That is perfectly true in one sense. A man perhaps has an ordinary net with a mesh of
4 inch in the bunt, and 3 inches in the wings. He shoots his net, and he finds that an immense lot of

garfish and whiting escape, he naturally blames the mesh of the met. The object of the Act was to have

a mesh of such a =ize that immature fish could esecape. Unfortunately it is very difficult to meet the

necessities of the ease with regard o the mesh. o .

612. Would you recommend the extension of the length of the net? Yes; in the case of the lakes that

are so shallow near the banks. . S '

618. The ofiicers charged with carrying oub the provisions of the Act have power to seize nets of an

Mlegal mesh. Have many cases come under your notice? ¥Yes; a good many. 614,
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'614. s it not a fact that the very same nets have, in sorhe instances, been scld at the Commissioners® will,

27

while in other cases they have been allowed to rot.? If so, that has been dome without the knowledge -of - AOIN“
the Commissioners. 'We have done our best to prevent the nets from being sold to be used again by the 50 Faue, 1889.

-same persons. We have had them cut up and altered in every way, so0 as to try and make them legal nets.
- We have done whatever we could to prevent illegal nets going baek into use; Lub of course we cannot
follow the nets. It may be that we cught to have destroyed the nets; I am not sure that we should not.

We thought it well to get any money that we could from their sale, especially when weé could sell them

to orchardists. . _ ' . ,

615. Isib not a fact that new nets, after being passed as legal, shrink a good deal, and, as a consequence,
" the mesh becomes smaller? It is only the tanning process that does that. . :

616. Fven after the first tanning is it mot likely that the nets will shrink ?  Yes ; because they tan the
nets five or six times. I think that the shrinkage occurs on every oceasion that the nebs are tanmed. .
817. Are you aware whether proceedings were ever taken against men who used nets under the cirenm-
stances stated in my preceding guestion # Yes; I think there were two or three cases in which the
defence offered was that the nets gshrank after ianning. We tried to do the hest we could in this way.

‘Where the shrinkage has been very small, and has probably been owing to the tauning, we have doneour

. best not to take proceedings. _ .

618. Do you believe that if n neb is onee passed as of the legal mesh it should always be comsidered
legal? The object is to prevent the destruction of little fish. We could not attain that objeet, if, by
constant tanning of the net, the mesh were reduced from 1% inch to the size of a prawn-neb; that would
wreck destruction on the little fish. Regarded from the point of viewof the fisherman it is unquestionably
hardship that a net which was once legal should become illegal by the necessary process of tauning.

619. Do you not think it would be better t have & provision to punish people severely for bringing fish
under a certain size to marke$, instead of being so particular as to the mesh of the nets? Yes, we havea
provision of that kind, but it is very difficult to earry it out; we have a scale fixed as to the weight of
marketable fish, but it is very difficult in practice o carry it out. ‘

620. You have no control over the inspectors of fisheries, exeept so far as seeing that they carry out the
law? If we found any inspectors behaving as we considered harshly and wrongly we would first of all
give them warning, If they persisted we would recommend their dismissal,

621: Cannot the inspectors act without reference to the Commission ? Yes; but they eould not prosecute
in'any case without sending the case to the Commissioners. :

622. Have any of the inspeetors been reported to you ab any time for develiction of duty? Yes; there
have been some complaints made ag to some of them.

623. Are they all practical men as regards the fishing industry? I do not think we have any inspectors
now who do not know something about the industry ; but they kuow their work in-different degrees.  Some
of them are very familiar with their work, because they are old fishermen.  On the other hand, some have
- not been drawn from that class, and, consequently, they are not so familiar with their work as others. 1
cannot say that all are perfectly familiar with fish and their habits; but I think that the majority are.
‘624, Do you think that all the officers and inspectors now engaged in the Department are required? We
have tried, since the very great decline in our receipts from oyster leases, and owing to the- dbolition of

the reyalty on oysters, to economise the expenditure. There has been a very great decline in our vevenue,

and in fact we have been working on deficits for two or three years. We have done our best to retrench
without leaving any of the fisheries absolutely helpless. I think that we have reduced the expenditure
about £500 a year. : : . : .

' 625. My, Ritchie.] How often does the Commitbee meet ? Our meeting day is Wednesday—once a weel.
626. Do you mest regularly once a week ?  Meetings have occasionally lapsed for want of a quorum.
627. Does that occur frequently? T will not say frequentfly, but T think that it has oeeurred somewhat
too often. That is inevitable, seeing that the members of the Commission have plenty to.do. 1 do not
think that the business suffers in comsequence of non-attendance, because avy business of an urgent
character is transacted by the Secretary going to a quorum of Commissioners. Frequently he goes to Dr.
Cox and myself and tells us what the business is, and when it is urgent action iz taken.

628. You have a Secretary who carries out the orders of the Commission? Yes.

629. Are you aware what is the size of the mesh used in Vietoria P No, T am not at all acquainted with
the Fisherles Aet of Victoria. :

630, Would it be possible for fishermen to save the smaller fish if they used o smaller mesh? Yes, in
many cases. 1t would give them a lot of trouble, and 1t would he necessary to have an inspector present

‘to see that the law was complied with. B :

6381. Do you think it would not be desivable to reduce the size of the mesh in any way? Yes. T think
the mesh 1s as small as you eould make i, without endangering the succession of fish.

632, With regard to the closing of the rivers, do you think that they should be closed entirely during the
breeding time, or should any portion of them be closed permancntly? We have found it to be far the
best plan not o have the closure during the close months that the Aet provides for, but rather to have a

‘closure of the upper portions of the inlets for periods of & year or two vears. We cannot close them for
longer than two years, and they should be kept periodically closed. That has been our practice, and as &
matter of fact the fish have increased and not diminished during the last few years. I have no hesitation
in saying that because it is probable by the statistics of the guantity of fish sold, and therefere I think
our practice has a good deal to recommend if.  In some places no legislation can bring the fish back to
their original condition. Tor instance, in the Parramatta River the traffic and the pollution of the waters
are so great that the fish will never be able te . get back o their old form, : S
683. Still you think there is a probability of improving it? T think that the closure that we have
adopted on the Parramatta River has certainly increased the fish very largely. I have been a good deal
up and down the Parramatta River,and I know that for & longtime that it was a rarity to see a school of
decent fish. Sinee the river has been closed for a year or two I have seen on the flats at Five Dock fre-
quently a good school of yormg mullet. It is impossible to preserve any fisheries in the immediate
neighbourhood of a large metropolis. :

634, Have you had any experience of deep-sea fishing ?  Yes, a great deal. :
G35, Is that practised here af all?  Not as much as it should he. The schnapper men go out fishing with

lines, but the misforfune is that the fish, during the late droughts, have heen driven away,and their place

has been taken up by those abominable leather-jackets to an immense extent, for miles along the coast, to
the northward and southward of Sydney. The fishermen have now to go a long way to catch sechnapper..

656,
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. 636.  Are schnapper easily caught by means of trawling? Not easily. I have been on three or four
trawling expeditions and we did not get one schnapper. The schnapper is very active and when he sees a
trawl approaching he gets out of the way. Another diffculty is, that you have fo trawl for schnapper in
the neighbourhood of rocks, so that you run a risk of destroying the frawling apparatus. "We have not
yot discovered any banks on which we could trawl. I have been oub on six or eight expeditions looking
for such banks, but never found any. ' ‘

637. Do you think it is possible that we eould establish a good deep-sea fishery here? I am quite sure
of it, but it will require some capital and some patience. It will require a complete reform in our system
of selling fish. The fishérman now does nob get half as much as he should get for his catches of fish. I
consider that the fishermen are very badly treated. o

638. Do you think that there is anything required in a new Act to encourage deep-sea fishing? It is
difficult to see how the Government, or an Act of Parliament, can encourage any industry. - -
639. The Act at present doos not militate against deep-sea fishing? No; the Act has nothing to do with
deep-water fiching. ‘ S . :
640..The Commission has no control over it? If the Commission had any money to work upon they
could do & great deal in this matter which they eannot do now. . ' "
641, Are there no funds placed at the disposal of the Commission?  No, except for the mere working of
the -office. If we wanted to make a litile experiment with regard to trawling, or with. a view to
discovering whether fish caught at the . Solitaries could be breught down here alive, or in iece, we could
not get any money to. carry out the experiment. For example, we could not do what the Vietorian
Government did lately, who despatched a Jarge steamer with & trawl for the purpose of fishing in Bass’s
Straits. .- It would not be possible for us to do anything of that kind under the present cireumstances.
642. Chairman.] Are you aware that it is a source of complaint that the fish-market at Woolloomooloo iy
worked unsatisfactorily - Yes; it is the subject of very great dissatisfaction all round. T think that
it only gives satisfaction to the middle-men, - ' :
643. Mr. Sievenson.] Whom do you eall the middle-men? Perhaps there may be two of them between
the catcher and the consumer. 1t may be the dezler and also the barrow-man or van-man. No doubt the
consumer too has much reason to Dbe dissatisfied with the condition in which he gets the fish, The
barrow-man takes the fish round after having perhaps washed them in Woollsomooloo Bay, which is not
a very clean place, or in the place set- aside for the purpose in the fish-market, which is not very much
cleaner. e then covers them with & wet bag, instead of keeping them dry and in a cool place. They
are kept exposed to the sun, and if there is any one way of making fish rotten, that is the way. - The
consumption of fish would be very much greater if it was delivered to the consumer in & proper manner.
644, Chairman.] Is Mr. Mulhall vour inspector at Woollbomooloo ? Ie attends the {ish-market. M.
Seymour, the auctioneer; is also -an officer of the Commission. Mulhall attends the market regularly
every morning. : ‘ '

645. Do you remember a man named Quinan who was at one time in the Department 2 Yes.

646. 'What was he dismissed for ? T do not know of my own knowledge. During the time Mr. Quinan
was in difficulties T was not a member of the Commission. The Commigsion toek a particular view, and
made various representations to Sir Alexander Stuart. At alater stage I wasa member of the Commission,

" and. grea$ complaints were made about Quinan in connection with certain oyster leases, respecting which

it was considered he had not behaved as an officer of the Board ought to have behaved.

647. ]?0 you think it is possible for inspectors to be in collusion. with fish and oysterseliers ? It is quite
possible. : : '

648. Are you aware that fishermen complain of the rivers and fishing-grounds being closed for periods of
over twelve months P Yes; the Act allows a period of two years] and we have sometimes gene to the
extreme limit. No doubt the fishermen have complained. The plan we have adopted with most of the
fisherien is not to close the whole of them bub obly eertain portions; and te close those portions for twe
yoars.  For instance, there is Lake Illawarra, which is a very productive fishery. I think there are four
creeks flowing into thatilake, and there iz an entrance from the sea. We closed those tributaries, and for
a considerable distance on either side of them going out half a mile into the lake.- We consider them to
be the nurseries of the fish. All the rest of thelake is open. We have pursued the same course with
regard to Lake Macquarie and Leke Tuggersh, We have nob closed the whole but only portions of
them. Inthe case of Curl Curl, Deewhy, Narrabeen, and Manly, we have closed the whole of them
permanently, because we think they are very great nurseries to Port Jackson.

649. Do you know how long the Parramatta River has been closed ? I think it has always been in o state -

of closure more or less. Someétimes for one year and sometimes for two years. That is o say, the
portiops which we do close. : N : : - :
£50. Can you give any reason why the fish in that river have decreaged in number? With all respect we
hold that they have in¢reased rather than decreased.

651. Do yon think that it would be wiseto close the rivers from oyster-getters for a period of about three
years? The fact Is, that nearly all the oyster-beds are under lease, and we could not now prevert the
operations of the lessees. I do not know any particular oyster-fishery which would be benefited by
closuré:. There is a great evil which I donot think we could ever get over by legislation ; that is the theit of
oysters. I is quite remarkable what a great deal of theft goes on in the rivers under lease. We have
constant complaints from Jessees, who expect us to look after their oyster-beds, but we cannot do any-
thing of that kind. The lessees, who complain, say that we have given leases of 100 yards here and there
to men who really are not lessees but thieves. I know of my own knowledge that that is # fact.: One

man put down 800 bags of New Zealand oysters, and in four or five days there was not one of them left.

The man krew who did it, and he expected the Commissioners to protect his leasehold area, but we could
not do that. The thieving of oysters is a very serious thing in this country. o

652. Do you not think it would be better to lease either shore of a river, or an arm, instead of giving
those leases over small portions? Yes, I am sure of it. Tt would be one of the best amendments you
could make in the Act, That would prevent the invasion by those men who are only thieves.

853, You know that the Parramatta River is closed as far down as the vehicular bridge at Gladesville?
Yes. ' '

654. Do you think any harm would result from opening up the Parramatta River as far as the rail. ‘

~ way bridge at Ryde? I do not think it would do any harm, but the Homebush Bay Flats are the great
breeding place in the Parramatta River, .- ' ‘ :
. 655.




ON TIIE WOREKIN(G OF TRE FISHERIES ACT

655. Have you had under your notice several times as a Commissioner the cage of the Gascoynes, who
live on the Parramustta River? Yes, .

656. Do you not think that & hardship has been inflicted upon them by the closing of the Parramatta
River? Yes. -There is no doubt it is a hardship to any man for the law to operste in such a way as to
practically take away his livelihood. These men are not fishermen who go away much from their particular
beat. They are river fishermen, and nothing else. On the other hand it is fair to say that the particalar
interest of one or two residents ought not to militate against any public advantage or general advantage
to the fishermen as a class by the clesing of the wpper part of ariver. Tishermen in ofher eountries are
generally nomadic, They are as errabic as sailors in their way, and they go wherever the fish are. -But
hehre a great mauy of them have been in the habit of sticking to their own beats, and they do not go else-
wherc.

657, Do you not think that the interests of the people on the northern side of the Parramatta should
be constdered, as well as the interests of the people on the souther side, with regard to obtaining
a supply of fresh fish in the morning, and for which they depended on the CGrascoynes? Coriainly, it
they are dependent for their fish supply upon the resident fishermen, that ought to have been considered.
658. Are you aware of the fact that the people up there are now very seldom supplied with fresh fish?
T know there is a very intermittent supply, and I suffer myself from it on the Norih: Shove. Itis very
difficult to get fish. o

659. In 1887 a Bill was passed to protect the fish in inlmid waters ;—have you directed your attention to
the application of that measure ? I drew the Bill for Mr, Tonkin, and I was very much interested in the
matter. I havehad my attention drawn to the question of the fish in inland waters. It is a very trouble-
somie question indeed, Ttis troublesome, mainly because we cannoi carry out any Act of Parliament
without money, and we haye not money to get as many inspectors as are required. The Act therefore
becomes a dead letter, Inasmuch as we cannot depend upon the police. We did our best years ago tosee
how far we conld utihize the police, but we found that they had so many duties cast upon ihem that the
authorities objected to the addition of another duty. Again, the police were not always to be found at
the places where our stations would be, on the coast especially, and we could not get pelicemen on some
O}E the lrivers. ‘We thercfore had to give up the notion of working the Act in the couniry by the aid of
the police.

G60. Mr. Ritchis.] 1 suppose you find that iuspectors ought to have some special knowledge of fish ? Yes.
Some of the police have that knowledge if they could be spared.

661. Could you esuggest anything for the improvement of the inland fisheries? I should like this Com-
mittee, if possible, to arm us with some powers for the purposse of acelimadizing English and American
fish. T know that our rivers are perfectly well fitted for trout, grayling, and other fish. That is one of
our duties, but we have heen unable to carry it out for waut of funds. 1 wish we had the means of
stocking the rivers with better fish than they hold now. Taking the fish as they are I do not see any-
thing which can be done to protect them unless Parlinment chooses to spend a little more money upon
inspection, ' |

662. What waters do you think are fitted for imported fisk ? The head waters of nearly all the streams
of this Colony are fitted for the acclimatization of fish. A little while age a gentleman, named Mr. G.
A. Murray, got some small trout fry from Ballarat (I think), and he placed them in some big tanks at
Mittagong. Iven ifi that unsuitable place they have thriven wonderfully, and when he showed me one of
his trout T could hardly believe that it had only been seventeen months there, What has been done
in this unsnitable place conid be done much better in the waters forming the heads of our rivers.

663. Would not the Murray cod, which is plentiful in many of the rivers, prevent the acclimatization of
trout? I am afraid the Murray cod is a very bad fish for others, as he will eat anything, but there are
1o Murray cod in the eastern rivers.* =

G664, Mr. William Stephen.] Do you think that the Commissioners have as much power at present as they
ought to have? Theyare arecommending body chiefly, and their administrative powers are very small. 1§
they are worth keeping =t all they ought to have more power. :

665. Have the Commissioners any discretion sz to fixing the size of the meshes of the nets? Yes; by a
recent Act, and they have exercised that power by reducing the garfish net in the bunt from 13 to 13
inches ; that was done-at the request of the fishermen.

£06. In the event of anet shrinking below the legal size of the mesh, have the Commissioners no discretion
as 10 the punishment ? No; the law comes in there, and all that the Commissioners can do i fo recom-
mend the Executive to remit the penalty and to return the man his nets. Of course the magistrate has
some diseretion in the matter, because it evidence s produced to him that the net was originally legal, but
had become illegal from shrinkage, he has power to dismiss the case.

G67. Are you aware that the fishermen have been making complaints lately as to harshness in working
the Act? Yes; sometime ago they made complaints to Sir Henry Parkes, and. then I think Sir Henry
sent on » memorial to the Commissioners, who went into the matter thoroughly. I think we had one or
two interviews with Mr. McFadden, the President of the Fishermen’s Union, The complaints were
mainly, T think, about the closure of waters. I think they complained that we had not closed the waters
where they should have been closed ; that our hounds of closure were as & rule drawn oo high up the
stream ; that is to say, they wanted more watber to fish in.

668. Has it come to your knowledge that in any closed waters, Port Hacking for instance, the fish have
decreased in number? We did not close Port Hacking, 'Y think there is no doubt that the fish have
decreased there. A few years ago I eould gef as many fish there as T wanted, but eighteen months ago I
tried many places with a line, and I did not see a fish, :

669. Can you give any reason for the decrease of fish there? No. I am inclined to think that it must
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be fished on the sly very largely. Of.course a dam has been thrown across the upper part of this inlet,
and it i probable that may have stopped the fish from going up fo their usual hannts. Fish are very

fond of going to the fresh water, and owing to this obstacle they may possibly have left the place.
670. Do you think it would be any advantage to the fishermen if they were permitted fo fish as far up as

the natural 8pit, 2 or 3 miles from the mouth? I do not know that that would be any advantage to the

fishermen, ¥ have heard some people say that now that no netting is allowed fo take place sharks and
other rubbish go up there and destroy the fish! 671.

# Note (on revision) —Perhaps this staterent is too Iaxge. Cod are said to be plentiful in the upper waters of the
Clarence,
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671. Do you think it would be any detriment to the breeding of fish in Port Hacking if the fishermen
were allowed to fish as far up as the Spit? I do nob think so. I never kmew the reason why Port
Hacking was closed by Act of Parliament. No one sees whebber or not the Act of Parliament is cavried
out. T think it would be far better to permanently elose Port Hacking from the Spit upwards. :
672. Do you think that it would be desirabie to give the Fisherics Commissioners the same power over
Port Hacking as they have exercised Over other fishing-grounds? Yes. i
678. Do you think that all the Commissioners understand the practical working of the fisheries # I think
they ell understand that thoroughly well ’

G74. Do you think thai they are pretty well acquainted with the hardships which fishermen have to
undergo in plying their vocation? I hope they are humane enough o know that.

675. Do you think it would be desirable te have the fishermen directly represented on the Commission by
a practical fisherman who has to earn his living by fishing? T bardly see how that can be done until you
pay the Commissioners—you would have to take this man away from his vocation, and you could hardly
do that without paying him. A second objection would be thab if he feib it was his business to look after
the interests of his class he would be outvoted, unless he was an extremely ressonable man. Suppose
he said, “ 1 object to the closing of all waters from fishing,” ke would be out-voted on the Commission,
ag it is now constituted, because we are of opinion that reasonable closing is the best thing that can be
done for the fisheries. I do not see what good he would be under such circumstances. On the other
hand, if he were a perfectly reasonable man, and fell in to a certain extent with the policy of the Act,
and the way in which it is 'worked by the Commissioners, I ean seeno objection to his being on the Board,
if he could afford the time.

676. Do you think it would be advisable if the fishermen could find such a man? There could be no
harm at all in it.

677, Do you think that your inspectors ought to be really practical fishermen? Ves.

678. Do you think it would be desirable for the Commissioners to have absolute power of appointing
their owh imspectors, and of dismissing them if proved inefficient? We have not had much trouble
as yet on that seore. Qur recommendations have generally been concurred in by the responsible head of
the department, so that I cannot see that much mischief has yet been dome. Of course it would
strengthen our bands immensely if we had the power of appointment and dismissal, but I do.not think

‘that that would be guite consistent with our present system of government, to allow any Board to have

so large a power. Inspectors are paid from the Consolidated Bevenue, and I suppose it is quite proper

_that Ministerial contrel should be paramount.

679, Do you think that any of the present closed waters might be opened with advantage to the fishermen
without lessening the supply of ish ? We do not close any of them outside the Home Division, that is,
between Jervis Bay and Port Stephens. With reference to the Hawkesbury, I weuld not object very

much to making the line of closure above Bar Point. It is at present at Bar Point, and I would not

object to taking it a bit farther up, provided that it did not go farther than Mangrove. That would give
some good fishing-grounds. "With regard to the Parramatta River, the product of fish is comparatively se
small that I do not know that it is worth the trouble and expense of protecting. I thinkit doomed as a
fishery owing to the neighbourhood of Sydney. T believe that the fishermen themselves would ask to
have the river closed in two years’ time if it were to be opened. George’s River is closed from the rail-
way bridge upwards. )
680. Do you not think it would be advisable to open CGreorge’s River up to Salt-pan? There is nothing
sbove that any good. The water is so pollated that I do not think the fish go up any higher. If we did
what you propose it would be on the understanding that if in a year or two the resnlt was a large decrease
in the supply of fish, we should go back to the old plan.
681, Would it not meet all the requirements of the fish supply to epen all the main rivers right up, and
to close sl the estuaries 7 That would entirely reverse our present systeni, because we helieve in closing
the nurseries, and leaving the lower grounds opem,in order that the fishermen may ply their business,
Asg a rule the beaches are down at the mouth of the estuaries. . '
682. I did not mean the mouths of the estuaries but the branches, a certain distance from the mounths. Ave
you aware that ab some seazons of the year, when fishing is permitted in George’s River, the river is so foul
with quantities ef blubber floating about that the fishermen cannot cast their nets, whereas, when the
river 19 closed, it is free from blubber? That is true, and it is a great trouble. The only way to remedy
that would be to revert to the old close months—that is o say, to pick out of the year three or four
months during which fishing might be allowed. Tishing might be prohibited during the rest of the time,
that 1s, when the blubber is floating about,
683. Can you define the duties of the inspectors ? The inspector at Botany performs duties similar to
those of the other country inspectors. He has to see that every man who fishes has a licensed boat and
is Yicensed himself. Te has o prevent fishing in cloged. wabers with any sort of net whatever. He has
also to prevent the use of dynamite or anything of that kind, and be has also to overhanl the nets to see
that they are not of an illegal size or mesh. If there is an oyster fishery in the neighbourhood he has to
look after the leases. 1If an inspector does his work conscientiously he has plenty to do, especially
where he has a large area of water to protect. Some of the inspectors go ount at night to watch people
who are suspected of poaching.
684. Do you believe that the increased quantity of fish brought fo market is due o the closing of fishing-
grounds ¥ Most certainly I do. The merease of fish during the last few years has been the result of
periodical closing, )
685. Do you think that it is solely due to that cause, and not to the increased number of fishermen?
No; becanse when the fishermen had their own way they did not produce so many fish. They skinned
out several of the best fishing-grounds; there were twenty-six or twenty-seven beats on Tuggerah Lake
and Macquarie Lake, hauling all day and all night long. The fish were so much haraszed that they went
out to sea and did not come baek again, ' The Little River, a few miles long, which joins Lake Macquarie
and the ses, and which is always closed, is now and has for long been actually teeming with fish,
686. Are you acquainted with the branch of Botany Bay, which is called Quibray Bay or Weney's? Yes.
687. Do you think that it would be desirable o close those places during any portion of the year? We
have left them open. T believe they are great breeding places, If we closed those places we would
require to have an inspector there constantly.
688, Do you think the present Aet could be amended with advantage? Yes; in several divections. The
Meodeman mentioned one point particularly—that is, with regard. to prevent the leasing of small oyster
' 689,
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689. Can you mention any particular points where amendments should be made? I think the length of
the net should depend a great deal upon the place where it is used. You should not have a fixed length
of net, or character of net, for every place in the Colony. In the shallow places I would allow the nets
to be of the total length of 600 yards. I would refain the 3-inch mesh on the wings, so as to let the
unmarketable fish have a chance of escape, )

690. Mr. Howe.] I nnderstand that the fishermen want to use a garfish-net 150 yards long ;—do you see
any objection to that? Certainly not, i you could provide that they would only catch garfish ; that is
one of our dificulties, and T think that it is insuperable. With a garfish-vet of 160 yards the destruction
of amall fish would be something dreadful. :

GOL. If the fishermen is only allowed to bring fish of a certain weight to market, iz it of any importance
what the size of the mesh may be? Yes. The fish are nearly all killed when they are caught in a net
and dragged along the sand—that is the destruction we want to prevent if possible. By limiting
marketable fish to a certain size we do not get rid of the destruction, becanse the fishermen simply leave
the small fish on the beach. :

692, Do the freshes in the rivers sweep the fish down o the sea, and so canse their loss for food ¥ T do not
think so. On the contrary, the freshes send some of our best fish to sea, notably the mullet, and they are
caught as they come up north. Then the freshes bring down a lot of fish, which: are caught in the mouths
of the estuaries. TFor example, the fish which came down Geerge’s River in the last fresh will be caught
at Botany, or in its immediate vieinity, and in Port Jackson. They are not swept away into the ocean,
698. Mr. William Stepken.] Do you think that the freshes destroy fish that inhabit the salt water, because
T have been told that during the continuanece of the last heavy rainstorm the water for half-a.mile outside the
bay was fit to drink, owing to the large quantity of fresh water which eame down from the rivers? I do
net think that has any effect on the fish, because the fresh water being lighter than the salt it always floats
on the top.  The waber would be quite salt a few feab below the smrface. T think floeds are the Dest
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things that could happen to the fish. The protracted droughts lately have been injurious to the fish as.

well as to the oysters. ¥ this Committee conld induce the Glovernment to investigate the worm disease
in oysters it would be a great advantage. That disesse reduced the producs of our oysters during last
year from 25,0600 bags to 10,000 bags. It has destroyed nearly all the oysters on the Hunter, a great
many in Pori Stephens, a great many in the best part of the Hawkesbury, and it has got as far down as
the Clyde. It has become as great » pest amongst the oysters as the rabbit is in the wesbern parts of the
Colony. The floods have killed those worms.  The destruetion the disease has worked among lessees is
more than anybody would believe who hag 1ot given attention to the subject. I know of a poor man who
spent £200 to £300 in making a falee botbom in Mooney Creek. He bought New Zealand and cther
oysters, but he lost every oue of them owing to the ravages of this worm disease. Wecannob pursne the

investigation ourselves, because it really requires an expert o do so. If the result of such an investigation.

was to furnish us with some reliable information as to the laying of oysters it would be a great benefit.
694. Jfr. Stevenson.] Do I understand that the Commissioners perform their duties without salary ¥ Yes,
the Commissioners are unpaid. '

695. Do you consider that that is a satisfactory system ? When the question was first considered by the
first Commissioners, T was one of those who voted against payment, and the Bill was consequently drawn
80 that the Commissioners should not get paid. I am now older, and 1 have come to the conclusion that
almost all public work to be well done should be paid for. To begin with, payment will always secure a
quorum; then I think payment places a sort of ebligation on a man’s conscience, and he thinks that what
he is paid for he shouic-Ip do conscientiously ; I am therefore inelined to alter the opinion I enterfained on
the subject eight years ago. - : :

696. Is it not a fact that the Commissioners often fail to hold a meeting? I am sorry to say that
mestings have lapsed too often,

697. Has not that given rise to complaints by those who are fishermen and others who have had grievances ?
No ; because when there is anything urgent, Mr. Thompson comes round and fells us.

698. What is the staff under the Commission at present? The secretary and chief inspector, and I

think there are three clerks and a draughtsman.

699. Have you an accountant? I have included him amongst the clerks.

700. Irid not the staff originally consist of a secretary and accountant, five clerks, and two draughts-
men? TYes. :

701. 'Was not that a very large staff? No; it was not. A% that time we could not have done with fewer..
Just then we were overloaded with applications for oyster leases. They all had to be recorded, to be sent
on to the draughtsmen to plot, and tﬁen had to be sent on to the inspectors for a report. ‘
702. Has it ever come to your kmowledge that owing to the delayin granting oyster leases, applicants
have refused io fake them up? Yés, there was great delay, but I do not know hew that could have
been avoided, We made it a rule never to grant a lease if it interfered with the fishermen’s hauling
grounds. Sometimes the inspecior would have to go a long way to find out where the ares was, and to
see if it would interfere with the fishermen’s bauls. There was a great deal of delay in consequence of that.
703. How many inspectors have you? The chief inspector and an inspector for the northern division
and one for the southern. We may have, I think, about seven sub-inspectors. :

704, 'What dufies does the chief mspector perform which are different from the duties of the other
inspectors? He has to travel to report upon any particular fishery or particular fromble which may
arise. There are frequent conflicts between lessees as to their areas. The chief inspector is suppesed
from his position, knowing all the work in the office, to be better able to report to the Commission than
some of the local inspectors, who are sometimes not very literate. .

705. Who is the chief inspector ? Mr. Thompson is secretary and chief inspector.

706. Have yon divisional inspeciors, one for the south and one for the north? Yes; Mr. Temperley in
the northern division, and Mr. Benson in the southern.

707.. What are the salaries of the divigional inspectors? I think il is £240,
708. Are they provided with any house-rent or accommodation ¥ No; it is sometimes very hard upon
them that they are not.

709. Are they provided with boatmen? Sometimes they are, if they have a very large avea of water to
look after, ~ Of course their expenses to and fro are paid by the Commissioners.

710. You'do not know of your own knowledge that the divisional inspectors are regularly provided with ’

hoatmen, who receive a salary of £108 a year ? I know that mest of them are.
711. How offen has the inspector who is located at Bateman’s Bay to report? He has to report regu-
larly to the Commission on the oyster and'various fisheries, 712,
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Mz, 712, Ts Mr. Benson connected in any way with any gentleman sitling on the Commission # T do not
‘ A, -mher‘ know that. I have only heard that he is a distant connection of the President. .
: 2m9 718. Do you choose your own ingpectors or do you take them on recommendation fron} people outside P

" Tt is a very Jong time since we have made any appointment, The first men were chosen from the personal
knowledge of the old membezs of the Commission—Mr, Maclesy, Mr. Dalley, Mr. Dangar, and myself,

: 714. I preswme they were taken simply on account of their knowledge of the fisheries? Yes. I think
* Mr. Otway at Port Stephens was appointed subsequently on rocommendation.
715. When the inspectors seize nets what becomes of them? The nets are forfeifed in the ordinary
course to the Crown, and sold after sixty days.
716, Have youever heard of nets sold by order of the Commission havisg been bought by the fishermen
from whom they were seized who used them again and were again swnmoned ?  No, I have not heard of
. that. I should not be likely to be told of such a thing. Weo do our best to prevent such a thing from
[ happening, ] ) .
; 717. How do you prevent it? It is very difficult. A neb of illegal mesh may not be illegal if it is made
P up in another way. If itis 13-inch stuff it would not do for a genersl net, but it would do for a garfish
Vo net, If possible we sell the nets to orchardists. o
b : 718, Do you remember Mr. Quinan seizing an illegal net which he found was worked while in the pos-
P session of & gentleman who was sitting on the Commission? T did hear that; T think it was Mr. Iill's
Lo net. I'do not think Mr. Quinan was justified in maling that seizure at all. .
: 719. What is your reason for thinking so? I do not think it was an illegal net, or used illegally.
720, What action did the Commissioners take in reference to that matier? T do not know; the
gecurrence took place during the time I was not on the Commission.
721. How many years ago is it since Mr. Quinan was dismissed ? Recently.
722. Then he was not dismissed about the time of the seizure? Noj it had nothing fo do with that, His
i final dismissal took a long time. I think it occurred about eighteen months ago.
i 723. Was he dismissed since you returned to the Commission? Yes; the ground for his dismissal was
5! ‘) an improper transaction. with oyster lessees down south.
J‘ f 724. 'What sized oysters do you allow to be sold ? They must go through a ring, I think, of 1i-inch
q diameter. :
i 725. Do you know of your own knowledge the Commission reduced the legal size of oysters, and that
b consequently a lot of oysters come on the market which have mot yet arrived at maturity ? I think
it uninarketable oysters do sometimes come to market.
o 726. Can you tell us what number of aysters were brought into Sydney in comparison with the number
' brought here from our oyster-beds? During last year our own produet of oysters was 10,000 bags, and 1
o think over 20,000 bags were brought from different parts.
P 727. Where did they come from ¥  Queensland and New Zealand.
728. Do you ever change your inspectors from one river to another? ‘We have not done that as much as
we should have, but latterly we have started a plan of shifting them about so that they may know some-
thing more than their own beats. There iz a very great difficulty in the way of this change. These men
have homes of their own, and they represent that it would be a very great hardship to them to be
removed. It means that in fairness we should have to supply them with residences. -
729. Do you net think it would be better for the inspectors to be kept in their own distriets, seeing that
they would have a better knowledge of those fisheries ? That is perfectly troe ; but, unfortunately, they
also contract as we think friendships and partialities, and in some cases we have reason to helieve that
they have gobe o little farther, and trafficked in oyster lcases. "We therefore came to the conclusion that
it would be wise to have a system of changing, and we have changed some of them, -
730, What staff do you keep in conneetion with Muihall? e has an assistant inspector. He has to-
attend the market regularly; he bas to look after Parramatia River, Lane Cove River, Middie Harhour,
and all other places which have been closed. He has to look after the Port Jackson fshermen mainty,
and very frequently he goesto Botany aud other places.
781. What staff has he under him?  Two boatmen.
782. Do you not think that there is room for improvement with reference to the sale of fish at Woolloo-
mooloo?  Yes. :
733. Do you not think it would be advisable, instead of having only one sale of fish by auction early in
the morning, to have a sale of fish whenever it arrives in the market? Yes.
734. Have you any knowledge as to when the fish arrive here from Lake Macquarie ¥ Yes; it always
arrives too late for sale,
'(7}35. M’lr Howe.] Would you favour the establishment of & market in the southern part of the city ®

extainly. ‘ :
736. Mr. Stevenson.] Do you consider that the present market is suitable for a fsh-market? No; it
might do for sea-borne fish, but it is not perfect even for that purpose. When you come to consider the
question of railway-borne fish, it is absolutely unsuitable. .
787. Do you know the fish-market at Meibourne? Yes.
788. Te'it far from the railway sintion? No; it is just across the road.
739, Do you think that another fish-market should be established, where fish which arrived by rail might
besold? A large quantity of fish i conveyed by rail, and it has always appeared to me that there shonld
be as close as possible to the Redfern station a cooling chamber, and the fish should be sold ag early as
passible next morning, I do not think that sueh a cooling chamber would be very expensive. Fish
from Port Stepbens and the Henter suffer from two or three hendlings. '
740. Do you know what becomes of the fish sent by steamer from the Clarence, the Hunter, and the
Hawkesbury ?  Draymen meet the steamers at the wharves, and carry the fish across to 'Woolleomooloo,
whers if; Is sold at the fish-market. During tho passage across the stock: of fish is very often reduced 25
per cent 7 :
741. Are there cooling-rooms at the fish-market?  Yes, :
742. You think there 1s a necessity for a depét for the sale of fish at the north-west side of the city, say,
at Darling Harbour ¥ T am rather disposed to say that there should be 5 depdt near the railway. I think
as time goes on we shall have nearly alt our fish brought by rail. )

e . T .
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748. Chairman.] What position do you hold under the Fisheries Commission? Assistant Inspector. léhl'hTiI
744. Yor how long ? Sinee 1881, . Luihall.
745. Were you acting in any other capacity previous to that appointment ¥ No. ' 2m9.

746. You then joined the Fisheries Department for the first time? Yes.

747. What was your occupation before that fime ? I used to be running along the coast asa waterman,

and fishing.

748, Haveg you had eonsidersble experience in connection with fisheries 7 Yes. ]

749. Was it your duty to inspect the fish-markets at Woolloomocloo ?  Yes ; I am thero every morning ab

4 or 430, and remain there until7 and sometimes 8 o'clock. I lookafter the fish, before Mr. Seymeur

comes, o see if they are of the full size or not,

750, Have you any assistant there P Yes, Mr. Richard Ellings.

751. Does the fish always come to the markets in good condition ? No. In summer-time it very often.

comes in a very bad condition. .

752. Is that the case with the fish that come from distant waters?  Yes ; from the Clarence, the Rich-

mond, the Macleay, and those places. Sometimes the fish are bad when they come from places near ab

hand, such as Lake Macquarie.

758. Do you find many fish coming in under size ? Not a great many now. There used to be, but the

fishermen know that it is of no use to send them in, as they will be seized.

754, What do you do with the fish that you seize ? Send them round to the charitable institutions.

755. Do you know that it isa source of complaint on the part of fishermen that the fish-market is not

properly condueted, and is not suitable for their requirements ? I never heard them say so.

756. Have you heard of any cases of pilfering ? Tgere has been some talk about that and T have seen it

myself. Baskets have often come to the market, out of which one.third and sometimes one-half have been

taken. I cannot say where that has been done. :

737. Has Mr. Seymounr something to do with the fish-market? Yes; he is the salesman.

758, Trom whom does he get commission? Each fisherman pays so mueh in the £, a shiliing I think, and

that goes to the Corporation.

759, That is the commission that Seymour would get if he were & private aunctioncer? Yes.

760. Does he simply sell on behalf of the Corporation ? Yes.

761. Does he sell regularly? Yes. :

762, How often do the fish supplies come into the market ? Every morning, except Sunday. :

763, What description of fish comes to market? 'Whiting, garfish, bream, black-fish, schnapper, jew-fish,

king-fish, salmon, silver bellies, yellow-tail, mackerel.

7 64s.ﬁ§;ellow- tail and mackerel are not brought in for food ? No, for bait. There is a great deal of

erayfish.

7657 Do you know much about our fisheries along the coast? Yes, as far as Newecastle.

766. Your duties, I helieve, compel you to visit Parramatta River? Yes, and Middle Harbour, Lane

Cove, and all those places. )

767. As a matter of fact do you know that the fish have become reduced in numbers in the Parramattn

River since the closing of it? No, I cannof say that, becanse before the late rain you could not hear

anyone speaking if you went up the river at night, because the fish were so abundant there. Any of the

fishermen will tell you that.

768. Do you know the Gascoignes, on the Parramatta River? Yes.

769. They live, I believe, and have their nets within closed waters? Close to the closed waters, or in the

closed -waters.

770. The river at present is closed from the Parramatta vehicular bridge up to the head of it? Yes.

771, Do you not think that a great deal of hardship would have been avoided if the waters had been

open as far as the railway bridge at Byde? Yes, that has been my argument all along. 1 say that it

ought to be open up to that point. .

772. Did you make any recommendabion to the Commissioners ? I cannot say that I did; but I have

gpoken of it several times. TLane Cove should be open from the bridge up, The fisherman should be

given as much space as possible, :

773. Have you had many cases coming under your notice where people uze unlawful nets? Yes.

774, 'When you seized those nets what became of them # Those portions that were it for sale were sold.

775. Just as they were ? No. All the small stuff was taken out. All the illegal net was cut out.

776, From your experience as a fisherman do you know that nets are liable to shrink? Yes, very well;

but I always allow for that.

777. When these fishermen are using a new net do they generally submit it to the inspector to see if the

mesh is lawful or not? Yes. -

778. Do you believe that when a net is passed as being of the legal mesh, it should be always considered

legal? It should be considered legal until it goes much under the size. An inch and a quarter is the

proper size for a garfish web in the bunt, but if it goes to an inch that should not be allowed. It then

comes in for a prawn-net. The fishermen tan their mets in irombark, I believe; in fact they burn

them instead of fanning them, so that the nets shrivel up. The Iialians, with & 3-inch mesh of net, take

smaller fish than our fishermen can take with a 2-inch net. ‘

779, Is that owing to the shrinkage? No; it is owing tothe way in which they hang the nets on to the

rope. The net is of the same lengih as the rope, so that when they begin to haul! the net comes close

*_bogﬁther, and 2 2-inch bunt with them will bring in smaller fish than our nets would with a mesh of 1

inch,

780. Have you ever had any complaints made to you as to the length of the net which the fishermen are

allowed to use being inﬂl}}ﬁicient? No; but I have often told the fishermen that if they wanted a longer
881— net
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net they ought to send in an applieation in order to get the net lengthened. I proposed allowing the
fishermen to have 250 fathom nets on the lakes. T should also propose that the 90-fathom net should be
lengthened to 120 fathoms ; that the prawn-netshould be 20 fathoms instead of 15 ; and that the meshing-
net should be 100-fathoms instead of Go. ] ‘
78L. Have you directed your attention to the inland fisherics? No.

782. Were you ever asked to report on them? No.

783. Do vou think that the Woolloomooloo market meets all the requivements of the fishermen as well
ag of the public? T think so.

784. Counld not some improvement e made? I cannot say so. No complainis have ever been made to
me about il :

785. Are the fish from distant waters brought here by steamer ¥ Yes.

786. Where do the steamers heave to? They go right round to Darling Harbour.

787. Then has the fish to be brought from the boats in carts to the fish-market? Yes.

788. Would it not be better if there was & depot at Darling Harbour? Yes, it there was any open place
for a market there. It would not do to have the fish kept in a closed place in. hot weather. There 13 no
doubt that it would be a great benefit to have a market over there somewhere.

789. If there was a markeb over there at Darling Harbour, such as there is for produce, where the
sbeamers could run alongside and discharge the fish, would it not be much better for the convenience of
the public as well as of the fishermen? Yes, and it would save the fish & great deal. The more you drag
fish about the more it is spoilt. :

790. Do you make any reports to the Commissioners ¥ Yes, monthly reports, )

791, Have you ever reported any grievances which were broughtunder your notice, or which were alleged
to exist P No.

792. Do you know anything about oyster-culture # A litble. I do not pretend to be much of a man

" amongst oysters; still T may kmow as much as those who pretend to be good judges.

703. Can veu give us any iden as to the cause of the dearth of oysters in the Parramatta River? It has
been a long while sinee we have had such a fiood as-we had lately. There are sewers going into the
Parramatta River, and all over the harbour, the dirt from which has been destroying both the oysters and
the feeding-grounds of the fish. There is no doubt that the late fiood will relieve 1t a great deal. All
over the rocks in the water there is abont an inch of dirt, and the oysters cannot attach themselves to the
rocks until they are clean, That is what spoils the fishing-grounds.

794. How long has the Parramatta River been closed from net-fishing ? 1t is about twelve months since
it was lagt cloged. )

705. Was it not closed for two or three years previously ¥ Yes.

796. It has been cloged for nearly five yearsin all, I believe ¥ Yes.

797. Was it on your recommendation that it was closed from time to time? No.

798. Can you give us any good reason why the river should not have been left open for one year outi of
those four or five years? If it was lefl open you would not have a fish in six months as long as your

finger,

'799. From your showing, the people of the district, and even the peopls of the city, have been deprived of

fish for the last four or five years? Well, that is a great desl owing to their own fault. The men who
live at ‘Watson’s Bay watch the places up the river belter than the men who live there. "'When there is
abundance of fish in any of those places and a breeze of wind comes, there Is a continual stream-of fish
out of those places. If the fishermen who live about the river looked after the fish they would get them
a8 well as the fishermen do who live at Watson’s Bay ; but they let the fish pass.  If you do not close some
of the heads of the rivers there will not be a fish in the place. I have seen the fishermen lying off
Johnson’s Bay bridge with meshing-nets, meshing the fish as they came out.

800. Mr. William Stephen,] What means have you of ascertaining whether the fish brought to market
are of legal size ? I weigh them. :

801. What is the lowest weight that is allowed by law? Two ounces for garfish.

802. Do you think that the breeding grounds above the bridges on the Parramatta River and the Lane
Cove River would be sufficientto keep up a supply of fish for the harbour? I think so. It is not the
fich that the men bring to market that do the mjury. When they shoot a net and get eight or ten bagketbs
of fish, they cannot send more than two or three baskets out of the lot to market. The rest of the fish
caught arve left on the beach for the hawks, seagulls, and rats. That is how the fishermen injure them-
selves, becanse they will not throw the fish back.

803. Do yeu not think that the fish are injured too much to live after having been drawn up on the
beach? No. I have seen it done in former times. |

804. How mueh have you known nets to shrink after they have been declared legal? With an inch and
& quarter net three tannings with ironbark would bring it down fo an inch. -
805. When a net comes down to a certain extent by shrinkage, but is still legal for garfish and prawns,
what are the fishermen suppesed to do with the other fish which they catch in those nets? They keep
them. They cannot throw them away,

806. 'Will they not catch fish below the legal weight ? Yes, and then they throw them away.

807. Are they not liable t¢ be fined for that ? Yes.

§08. I not that very hard on the fishermen? Yes. Tt is often said that I should fine the fishermen for
bringing undersized fish to market, but I look at it in this way, that if I took action against those men and
got them fined, the undersized fish would in future be left on the heaches, and would thus be of no use to
anyone. °

809. Have you a full knowledge of the habits of migratory fish? Yes.

810 Do you understand the seasons when they come in and depart? Yes.

811. Yon have alluded to fish coming down the harbour and being caught by fishermen from Watson’s
Bay. How do you ascertain that the fish have come down that are caught there? Because I see them.
I see the boats coming out at night, and 1 see them with meshing-nets catching the fish in Johnson’s Bay,
outgide the bridge. ‘
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Mr. Thomas Mulhall recalled, sworn, and further examined —
812. Chasrmem.| How old ave you? T am going on for 66.

Mr.

813. Are you fully competent to carry out the duties you are now performing notwithstanding yourage ¢ T- Mulhall,

Yes, I am quite qualified.

814. Are you at your post every morning?  Yes, at 4 o'clock, or a few minutes afterwards, Sometimes
I amn not in bed at all for one night. ‘
815. Have you full charge of the Port J. ackson inspectorship? Yes. I have to look after all the fish and
oysters which come in and T have to make weeltly report on both.

816, Had you long experience as a fisherman and boatman before you took the position ! Yes, all my life.
817. How do you a,ccount for our fishermen not being in the habit of going out to fish in the deep sea !
They have no nets adapted for that. There are no trawls and 1o trawlsmen here that I can see. In fact I
do not think they know where to go and none of us do know. It is no use finding & sandy or & rocky
bottom ; you must get a dark bottom before you can getany fish.

818. Do you think that before our fishcrmen can carry out deep-sea fishing with trawls the coast must be
surveyed ? Yes,

819. In order that théy may know the character of the bottom? Yes. In my opinion the only met that
will do any good in this country is & net which one of the Italians has got and that needs a lttle alteration,
820. What kmd of net is that? It is about 100 fathomslong and q.bout 40 feet deep with a large bag in
it. That would be dragged by two steamers with a four or five hundred fathom line, at each end.

821, Is not that something on the same principle as trawling? Yes, only it is longer. A trawl only picks
up about 60 feet. We once used a trawl between Wollono'ono' u11d Botany and we only got somewhere
about three or four baskets of fish of various kinds, most of them not being worth the plckmg up.

822. Did not the Fisheries’ Commission import a few small-sized trawls? Only one. There was one large
half mile net, an American one, which was the finest net I ever saw, but that was burnt in the Garden Palace.
823, Were the experiments with those trawls successful? No, we got a few fish but not many, Ttis
necessary that the ground should be surveyed.

824, Do the Greek and Halian fishermen use trawls? No.

825. You have only seen one net used by thens which resembles a trawl?  Yes, and the man who made that
net is gone home to bring out eight or nine men with him. He says he is satisfied he could get as much fish
as will supply the market. T $hink that is questionable but he may get a greab many.

826. As a rule do our fishermen make anything like & comfortable Tiving? I think those who will work
do, but a great many of them will not work. When they coms to Sydney with a few fish they stay about
the public-houses as long as their money lasts.

827. How much do t}:ey earn as an ordinary rule per wesk! A couple of pounds or more clear. Some of
them make more, The Italians do the best, They are tremendous men to work. They work night and day.
828. What part of Port Jackson is closed from fishing ¢ Johnson’s Bay above the bridge, Tron Cove above the
bridge, and then-the water is closed from the bridge at Five Dock right up. Lamne Cove is closed from the
telegraph post at the entrance to head of theriver. It ought not to havebeen closed from thers, but it ought
to have been closed from the bridge in Lane Cove. The Parramatta ought to have been closed from the
bridge at Ryde—that would have given the fishermen very good scope. .Above the places T have mentioned
the river should never be opened, because those are the proper breeding grounds, and if we do nof save the
fish in some places they will be all destroyed.

829, Do you think from your practical experience that the rivers are closed too low down towards the
mouth? Yes.

830, Do you think that oyster-culture could be carried out successfully off our coasts ! I do not think we
will ever get many oysters off the coast—I have never heard of any. Some twenty-five or thirty years ago
three or four men came out from England. They went away in a keteh for five or six months, and they
never got an oyster. They lost £300 or £400.

831. Have you noticed that the Victorian Glovernment are offermcr bonuses for the development of the
fisheries and oysters? Yes.

832. Do you think that would be conducive to the encouragement of fishing here? Yes, if there were any
men here who knew anything of trawling they would then go to work at once.

838. Was there not an old trawler here at one time? There were two or threee We now bhave in our
office two men who were trawlsmen in England. .

834, Have you ever been at Lord Howe’s Island and Elizabeth Reef? No; but I believe there are very
good fishing-grounds there, T suppose that the bottom is foul there.

835. Do you think that those fisheries might be developed by offering a bonus to fishermen? Yes.

836. Mr. Stephen.] Are you aware that the Fisheries Commissioners have been averse to opening Port
Jackson beyond the reilway bridge? No. ‘

837. Do you think that it would be desirable to open the river up to that bridge? Yes.

838. Are you under the impression that it would be desirable to open the river to that brldge at

present? Yes.
839. Mr. Stevenson.| Have you heard that the nets used by the Ifalian fishermen destroy large quantities

of small fish? Yes.

840, What action was taken with reference to that ! I pever took apy action, except against ome of the
Italians, because although there were several letters in the papers about the Italians destroying small fish,
I never could find out the names of the people who wrote the letters, except in the case of two young
fellows of Balmain, whom I went to see, and who identified a boat and one of the fishermen. I prosecuted

that man, and he was fined £32,
841,
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MINUTES OF EVIDERCE TAKEN JEFORE TUHE SELECT COMMITIEE

841. Do you know whether the practice is now discontinued? I think they continue it at prosent unless
they see me or the boat about.

849, 'What means have you of checking this practice? No means, except that I watch them pretty closely.
843. How often are you supposed to be out? Every day. ) }
844. But is not this sort of thing done during the night? Yes; bui T am generaily oub three nights in

the weels,
845, Vet you are ab the market every morning at 47 Yes; and it is often 4 o'clock when I get out of

the boat.
846. Do you think that the present fish-market is o suitable place? Yes; it is a fine open place. You
must have an open place for fish, and you must have plenty of salt water. ) .
847. Is the present market central? It would be much better if it was near the railway terminus, but you
would require to have an open place.
848, What district have you to supervise? The whole of Sydney harbour.
849, You do not visit other places? I sometimes go to the Hawkesbury and anywhere I am sent to.
850. To what outside places do you go? It is twelve months since L have been ab Broken Bay. Itis
nearly two years since I have been at Wollongong.
851. You received instructions from the head office? Yes.
852, When the Seeretary is absent from whom do you receive ovders ! The President.
853. 'When you seize fish for being under-weight what becomes of it? I give them to the charitable
institutions. 1 divide them round about.
854. Do you ever send any fish to the Commissioners? No.
855. Never to Dr. Cox? Dr. Cox gets fish ence o week,
856, Who takes them? One of the men.
857. One of your men? Yes
858, Are they cleaned? No.
859, Who pays for the fish? I pay for them and Dr. Cox pays me. 1 sometimes pay 2s. Gd., sometimes
3s., sometimes Bs., and T have given as much as 8s for a schnapper.
860. Then Dr. Cox is the only Commissioner who has fish sent to him? Ves.
861. Do you not think that it is very unfair for the Clommissioners to have the pick of the fish1 They do
not get the pick of them,
862, Btill you consider that it is part of your duty to provide any Commissioner who may request you o do
so with fish from the market? I look at it in this way: If they ask me to buy half-a-crown’s worth of fish
Y say to one of the men who iz buying fish, I want halfa-crown’s worth of fish from you” T ounly get
from him the same fish as he sells about the town.,
863. How often does that happen? Sometimes once a week and sometimes twics, -
864, Isit not a fact that every week or oftener one or other of the Commissioners is supplied with fish by
yourself or by one of your assistants?  Dr. Cox is the only Commissioner who gets them, -
865. Does he get them regularly ¢ Yes; every Friday. .
866, In preparing the reports which you send in do you draw up the report yourself? Yes; I write them
myself when T am at home at night. ’
867. Mr. Rifohie.] What is your opinion with regard to the closed waters of Broken Bay? I think the
fishermen have a very good space of ground open to them there,
868. Mow far up would you close the Hawkesbury River! I would open if I had my will as far as
Mangrove Creek.
869. Chairman.] Do you often hear of depredations by sharks in Port Jackson? Yes; and I often
see therm.
870.- Do you know that very often some very distressing deaths are caused by them? Yes.
871, Do you think it would be worth while for the Government to offer a bonus for the destruction of
sharks? I have often said that they ought to do so. The sharks have often rushed right at cur boat when
coming down at night. TLarge sharks have done that. I bave often watched for them with harpoons, but
then they never came near the boat. On several other occasions they have rushed right at the boat.
872. Do you think that men could be induced to hunt the sharks? I think if a bonus were offered they
would be soon cleared out.
873, What would you suggest as a proper bonus? T should say that the Government should not offer less
than £1 for each of the big sharks.
874. Have you noticed the babits of sharks in Port Jackson, and as to what time they are most numerous?
I know they begin to come in about January. I generally see them in January and February. During
the cold weather they go to deep water.
875. Is January their breeding season? No, March and April is the proper breeding season,
876. Are they very dangerous at that time? Yes, very savage. '
877. Have you noticed that in springtime they eome in again in pairs? Yes, that is another breeding
time, October and November is a breeding tima,
878. Then they breed twice a year! Yes, all fish breed twice a year. In March and April they spawn,
but they come to nothing in the cold weather. Then the fish spawn again in October and November, so
that the two spawns come on ab about the one time. ’
879, Is there not one particular time of the year when the sharks come into the harbour in large numbers ?
Y?,_;[ think they come in in large nunibers at the breeding time. They come like the mullet in March
and April .
880. Then autumn and spring are the most dangerous periods for sharks?  Yes, they are very savage.
881. With regard to purchasing fish for the Commmissioners, is that part of your duty, or do you do that
merely to oblige Dr. Cox? It is not my duty. I do it merely to oblige Dr, Cox.
882. You say he %)a.ys for any fish he gets? VYes )

1. T does mot take up any of your extra time? No.
_I;ZSfL. Mr. Stephen.] Did you ever earn your livelihood as a fisherman in the same way as fishermen do now %
X € ’
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Mr. John Duncan Grant called in, sworn, and examined :—

885, C’kawmfm] What position do you hold? Assistent Inspoetor of Tisheries,

986. What is your distriet T George’s River and Botany.

867. Have you had long experience of fish and fishing? Yes, T was fishing in 1864, and before that time.
888. Do you report; to the Commission oceasionally as to the ciosed Traters in Botany and CGeorge’s River?
I report that there is plenty or scarcity of fish.

889, Have you reported as to the closed watevs? No. I have never recommended the closing of the
river. .

830. In your opinion as a fisherman de you think that the rivers are closed too far down fowards the
mouth? Not a bit for the winter months.

891. Then you are not prepared to recommend that they should be opened farther up t I should recommend
that they e opened in the summer months, Seme of them have been closed for two or three years, summer
and winter.

89%2. Would you recommend that they should be open in winter and closed in supnmer? No, the reverse—
closed in winter and open in sumumer,

893. Why in summer? They could then get & fresh supply for the market in summer, and in winter they
could go farther north and south. I do not say that they spawn in the winter monthq, but at that time
they are rowed, and in SBeptember and November they are pretty empty with very little roe in them.

894, Mr, Sﬂepken] Do you think that the closing of Port Hacking has had any effect upon the production
of fish there? I think Port Hacking iz like a boat-harbour. The fish go in there to-day and they go out
toanorrow. Up towards the park there may be o few heles and fiats where the fish might spawn, but that
is the only place.

895, Then you do not consider it is desirable to have the whole of Port Hacking closed against net-fishing ?
I do not think it had any effect. South-west arm or up near the park is the only breeding-place. T should
say that above north-west arm and the whole of south-west arm might be breeding-places.

896. How far would you recommend Port Hacking to be thrown open to net-fishing? TFrom Lilly Pilli
Point acress to Coston’s Point.

897. Then you think it would be an advantage to have the port open to net-fishing up to Lilly Pilli Point?
Yes ; but that might stop a great many people from catehing fish with lires.

898, Do you consider that the closing of Port Hacking has had anything to do with the enorwous number of
sharks to be found there lately ¥ No, before the closing of the harbour I can remember one or two boats
getting between 200 and 300 sharks in one haul.

899. It has been reported on many occasions that in reality Port Hacking is at present a feeding-ground
for sharks because the fishermen are prohibited from heuling, and a great many sharks are left there which
would otherwise be caught in the nets and be destroyed? I do not think that is the case hecause the
fishermen have never stopped heuling there. Since the waters have Leen closed I have secn three hoats
there at a time. ‘

900. Did you seize the nets I No.

901. Bfr. Ritehie.] Were the men illegally hauling there ?  On one ocoasion.

902, Mr. Stephen.] When thers is a heavy flood in the George’s River do thie fish leave the fresh water and
go right out to sea and are therefore lost to the public ? No, they never go away unless it is their proper
season to go away., They go out for a short time but they come back again.

203. Do you think they always return to the same place? Yes,

904, Are you acquainted with the best breeding-grounds in George’s River? I can scarcely answer that ;
but T know where the fish lie in schools by the thousand,

905. I suppose they must have breeding-grounds somewhere there, and a man residing there ought to know
their situation? In 1883 and 1884 the river was closed to Tom Ugly’s Point.  The fishermen agked me if
the river could not be opened as far as the bridge, as all the breeding-grounds to their knowledge were above
the bridge. T recommended that, but I still believe myself that there were breeding-grounds below the
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bridge. “Since that they have wanted to open the river to Salt-pan Creek, and they say that the breedum- .

grounds are above that. I conld not alter my opinion in that way, as I knew better.

906, Do you think it would be any better for the supply of fish in George’s River if it were opened up to
Salt-pan Creck ? At the present time the fish are ag thick as ever they can swim in the river, but if it
were opened and fifteen or twenby nets were used up there in a fortnight, there would be no fish at all.
‘What fish they did not catch they would so harass that they would be driven out to Botany Ba.y, where
the sharks would get them. Youdo not see any sharks in the river.

907. Then you do ‘ot think it would be desirable to open up the river to Salt-pan Creek without ineluding
Salt-pan Creek ? T think you might as well opsn it up as far as Liverpool as to open it up to that point.
908, Do you think there are any sessons of the year when it would be desirable to throw the whole of the
riveropen to net-fishing? Yes; I think it should be thrown open the whole of the summer. It would be
quite sufficient to close the waters during May, June, July, and Augush

909. But we are told that October and November are the breeding seasons for fish? Yes; in December the
sand-whiting is full of roe. ‘
910. If theso are the breeding seasons would it not be well to protect them during that time? It would be
good to protect them, but T am speaking of the benefit of the fishermen and of the Sydney market.

911, Our object is not to benefit any particular party, We want to report for the benefit of the whole fish-
ing industry and for all of those using the fish? In December our best whiting are fully reed. 1 am told
by the best fishermen. in Botany that they are also fully roed in Jure and J uly

912. Have you given an opinion at any time to the Fisheries Commission that it would be demra.ble to keep
George’s River open for fishing purposes from December to the end of April in each year? Noj; but I
reeommended that it should be . open to the bridge.

913. T would draw your aftention to the: following passage from an official document: “If it be that a
larger supply of fish is required in the metropohs during the summer and Lenten monthg, Mr. Grint thinks

that the whole of the river might be opened from the bemnmnu of December till the end of April, and to

this the Cormissioners will not offer opposition?” You are ntrht. I forgot myself T did recommend
that. I never recommended that the rjver should be closed dl_lring the summer months, I never approved

of if, 914,
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914 Do you ever hear any complaints as to private parties line-fishing in Botany or George’s Rlver t I

- - have heard complaints that they go into the rivers which are closed and kill fish. I do not, think they
2 July, 1689,

should be allowed to do it while others are not allowed.

915. Is riot line-fishing open o fishermen in that way in the same way as it is to private parties? Jush the
BAIDE,

916, Yet there have been complaints about private parties fishing in that way? Yes; I have seen such a
thing as twenty dozen or fifteen dozen whiting being canght by private parties, a very large number of
which were under an ounce and a-half in weighs, whereas it fisher men were found in possession of fish of
that sort they would be Hable to prosecution.

917. 1f a fisherman were to cateh these undersized fish with a net would he be Hable to be fined 7 Yes.
918, Tf he caught them with a line would he be liable {o be fined? VYes, if they were found in his
possession.

919. Private parties are not so liable? No.

920. My, Stevenson.] When waters were cloged, not only in your district but in other districts, I presume
that was done on the report of the inspectors? I cannot say so. I never recommended such a thmg

921. When George’s River was closed was it done upon your recommendation, or werc you consulted ?
No,

922, Are we to infer from that that the Commissioners closed the waters without making any reference to the
inspectors in the districts? That was what was done in my case. I have always reported that the water
was always overflowing with fish.

923. Do you issue fishermen’s licenses ¢ No ; I have to chase after them to see if they have licenses.

924 Would it not be more convenient if the inspectors weve allowed to issue licenses ?  Yes.

925. Has it not been a great source of complaint with fishermen, and would it not be far better, seeing that
you have control of the distriet, if you had power {0 issue the licensest Yes; if I issued o lcense I would
have no occasion te chase the fishermen to find out whether they had a license in their possession,

926. 'Would it not be hetber to have the boats licensed by having a number or some other distinguishing
mark on them? VYes, I think they ought to have something that would not be destroyed by salt water. At
present the fishermen have a bit of paper as a license; bui they cannot take it about with them lest it
should be destroyed. I think it would be better to have the licenses issued in the form of a piece of
metal,

927. When the chief inspector iy away to whom do you go for instructions? I address my letters to the
chief inspector, and Mr. Ellis, the chief clerk, replies,

928. Then, in the absence of the chief inspector, the instructions are issued by the chief clerk ¢ Yes.

929. Has he any knowledge of the fisheries?  Ouly through seeing our reports, but he may never see any of
then for all I know.

930. Do you consider sugh a person iz competent to issue instructions to mspectors, of ﬁsherles % T should
not think so, but I cannot say what his experience may have been,

931. You do not think he has had any practical knowledge ¥ No.

£32. Do you consider that such a person should issue ir_xst.ructions at 2l No.

933. You have told us that you visited Port Hacking with somebody else, and that you found some persons
fishing there ;—what action did you take against those persons 1 They had their nets confiscated and
they were taken to the police court. Mr. Smithers dealt with the case. I was sent by My, Hill with him
to show him the general work and he seized the net.

934. Haveyou any knowledge of oyster-culbure? A little

035. If the rents paid for oyster«le&ses were reduced would not that tend to oyster-culture? T would
recommend that the rents be veduced—they might even be reduced to ls. per 100 yards and a royalty
imposed. If they got a good crop they could afford to pay the royalty, and if they did not they would Jose
nothing,

936. V%'lth regard to oyster- -leases, are you not just in the same position as youare with regard to licenses
to fish, that is to say, you do not know who has paid? Not until I get a copy of the Gazette.

937. Would it not be better if you dealt with the collections of that revenue also, so that you might know
what is going on in your own district? There is no doubt about it bhecause I would then know what is

being done.
938, T suppose that the inspectors, generally being intelligent men, would be quite competent to discharge

that duty? Ves.

939, Would it be a saving in carrying out the Aet? Yes, we have tracings of the whole of the river, and
when anyone applies to us we have to make fresh tracings, and fo make out fresh applications for it. Then
they go to the Treasury and pay the fee.

840. If the course suggested were pursued would it not be a more systematic method of carrying out the
work of the fisheries then the present system of making the fishermen travel long distances to Sydney? I
am guite sare that so far as the fishermen are concerned thaé plan would save them a great deal of trouble
and time.

941. Ts not the present system a great source of complaint? Yes

942. Have you ever heard of fishermen applying for licenses, and having to wait a long time for them ¢
Yes.

943, In the meantime are they not deprived of their means of living? Yes, that is the case according to
the Act.

944. Do you know what the canse of that delay is that the Board has not held a meeting ? * I cannot say
that,

_ 94b. ‘If you seize a net what do you do with it ? . I take it home, report the matier to the Commissioners,

and walt until they give me instruetions.

946. How long do you wait before you take action? Sometimes three weeks, sometimes n fortnight, some-

tifnes a week,

947. Presuming that the met was not an ﬂlegal net would not fhe man be under suspension for all that

time? Yes, he would be idle,

#48, Do you not think that it would be a much better system to arm the inspectors with sufficient power

+aiwrtimite ag wéll as to seize ¥ Ves, T think if we are not fit to hold that power we are not fit to hold our
949,
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949, Can you tell us what action has been taken by the Commissioners with regard to the culbure of oysters

in the Colony generelly, or whether they have done anything to promote the culture of oysters? A few *

oysters have been sent to me on several occasions to test them, bat I have never been able to keep them ;
they have always been stolen, '

950. Have you any residenee provided for you? No, I provide my own.

951. Are you aware whether any of the other inspectors are provided with accommedation? Not to my
knowledge. :

952. Do you know Mr. Benson? I have seen him occasionally at the office. He is inspector for the
Southern Division.

953. What are his duties? I cannot tell you. We are not supposed to know anything cut of the office,
954. You say that he is inspector of the Southern Division? That is what I believe, :
95B6. Are you in the Southern Division? No. ‘ . '

956. Under whose supervision are you?! Mr. Quinan’s, when he was there. Since then T have Leen
directed to write to Mr, Mulhall, and a copy of my report is sent to Mr. Thompson.

957. Do you ever make a report? Yes, every week T am supposed to report, but I generally report every
fortnight, and T send a copy of it to Mr, Thompson.

958, How often does Mr. Mulhall visit your district? T never saw him there.

959. How long have you been there? Sinee 1882, I saw Mr. Quinan there once or twice.

960, ITas he left the Service? Yes.

961, Since then you have had no visit of inspection? The President and Mr. Thompson have been there
once or twice.

962. But they did not go there on a visit of ingpection? They came there to see what fish were in the
river. :

963. Are the district inspectors provided with rent allowance or houses? I cannot tell you.

964. Are they provided with boatmen? I belicve so.

965. What are the duties of the boatmen? To pull the inspector about I suppose.

966. Where is Mr. Benson located? Bateman’s Bay.

967. Can you say of your own knowledge what districts he visits? I cannot say. He has not visited
mine,

968. Mr. Ritohie.] When a fisherman wants 2 license what steps has he to take! He goes fo the Uom-
missioner’s office, and gets & printed form ; he fills it up; takes it to the Treasury and pays his money.
They give him a receipt, which he takes back to the Commissioner’s office, where he gety his license.

969. As a rule does he apply to you first? Mo, very seldom, because they have first to go to Sydney.

970. When 3 man makes application at the Commissioner’s office do they refer to you as to whether the
man is suitable or competent ! No. . :
971, There is no test or question as to the right of any man o apply for a license? No.

972. When he receives a license are you apprised of the fact that he-is going to fish in your distriet?
There is a little pamphlet printed and. cirenlated every three months, giving information ag te who have
obtained licenses, 1 think only cne has been issued this year—about February or March last,

073. Are the licenses local or general If he gets a lcense for Botany Bay is he permitted to go to Port
Jackson? He is permitted to go anywhere in the Colony.

974. Have you had any practical experience of desp-vea fiching% I have done a little line-fishing for seven
or eight years, When the trawl was firat used T was the only man who was supposed 0 know anything
about the bottom along the comst, as I had been doing a good deal of schnappering. I did not knew
anything about trawling, but: T went with the expedition to show where the sandy and rocky bottoms were.
975.- Waa that a suceessful trial? No; it was o, perfect failure.

976. What was the cause of the failure? Our fish as a rule hang along the edges of the reefs, If1 had
charge of a trawl belonging to ancther man I would be afraid to use it along the ‘edges of the reefs lest ib
should be desfroyed, and I would consequently lose my appointment, but if the trawl belonged to myself T
would run the risk, and use it along the edges of the reefs, as there is no doubt that would be the place
where the fish would be caught. .

977. Are schnapper canght by a trawlmet? We did not catech any. I belisve the reagen iz, that the
schnapper is too quick a fish, and that it would swim away in front of the trawl. _

978. From your practica] experience do you think that the authorised meshes of the nets are corvect? Yes,

- bar the 2-inch net. There is one net 2}inchesin the bunt and 3 inches in the wings-; T think it onght e

be 2% inches in the wings in order to catch whiting. T think the garfish net ought to be 50 fathoms in
length of bunt, and that the wings sheuld be 2-inch mesh.

979, Is the garfish net 24 inches mesh in the wings? No, they are 2 inches in the wingy, and yon really
do not want that, They shiink a little in tanning. ‘ !

980. 'Would you alter the size of the buni? WNo, 1} inch is enough.

981. Do you know from your own experience whether garfish-nets destroy any small fish? ¥es; they
should not be allowed to be used in summer in the flats and bays. All along Botany they kill small
whiting and mullet in hundreds. '

982, Can you suggest any method of exterminating the sharks? WNot without some reward or recompense
being given for killing them. That is the only way I know of

983. Ts there any known method by which the large ones especially could be killed expeditionsly? Mo,

"But I think that if 10s. and 5s. & head were offered for the large and small ones they would soon be killed,

984. Chairman.] What, do you think, would be a fair price to give for the destruction of sharks? T think
10s. 2 head should be given for the big sea-sharks, gray-nurse, and pointer, which eat a great many figh.
985. Do you think that men would be induced to fish for sharks for a roward of that kind? Yes. The
fishermen ‘very ofien see the sharks when they are fishing, and a reward of that kind would mgke-it worth
their while to kill the sharks. - ‘

986. Are there many sharks at Bofany! They are dreadful at times, but there are not many in :the
winter. . . .

987. Have you observed the habits of the sharks? Yes, they are most plentiful.at Christmas time. The
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big sharks follow the mullet right round from river to river. "When I was fishing myself, -when 1 wes

catching a lot of mullef in a net, a shark about 15.feet long rushed at the mullet, seized a great -many of

them, and went right through the net. _ 088,
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988, Are thére any particular breeding-grounds for sharks about here? At the back of the reef between

3.D. Grant. Port Hacking and Botany sometimes 200 can be seen in one evening. )
===~ 989, Do you think it would be a good thing to use dynamite there? That would be the means of destroying
2 July, 1889. 5 tremendous lot of other fish, and it would not kill many of the big sharks, because those I am now

speaking of are called the school shark.

990. Do you think that 10s. per head would be sufficient inducement to kill the large sharks? Ves. But
I think that 25, 6d. per head would be enough for the school sharks, .

991, Would it pay to get shark oil? No. We used to get 3s. or 3s. 6d. a gallon for it at one time, but you
can very rarely sell it now. .

992. Did you not suggest that the rent of oyster-leases should be reduced to 1s. per 100 yards? Ves. I
would sooner see the rent fixed at 1s. than have it arranged as at present. There would then be a better
chance of having oysters cultivated. : .
993, Would not such a reduction lead to a lot of dummying? They could be made to improve their
holdings, and they should also have power to prosecute anyone who stole their oysters, instead of having to
wait for months in order to have permission from the Commissioners to do so.

994. Do you also suggest that a royalty should be imposed § Yes, )
995, Are you aware that there is no royalty imposed on imported oysters? Yes But let them pay a
royalty too. .

996. Then you do not approve of free-trade in oysters? You should not have protection for one and free-
trade for another. .

997. Mr. Stephen.] Do you think there ought to be a royalty on imported oysters as well as on local
oysters? Ves. And that would help to pay the expenses. If a lessee got a lot of oysters he could afford
to pay the royalty, and if he did not get many he would not have to pay much.

998. Mr. Stevenson.] If the rent for oyster-leases were fixed at a Jow sum would it not lead to a» number of
small men taking up oyster-culbure? Ves. It would give the real oystermen a chance.

999. Ts it not almost a monopoly at present? Yes® '

1000. Is not a small man shut out under the present system ¢ The system is bad in several respects. The
public can take 500 bags of oysters if they like off the Crown lands for which a man may have applied for
alease? If T find them doing o0, and T ask them if they are taking the oysters for sale of course they
answer, “No.” )

1001. Ts it not the case that a man who has applied for a lease finds that while he has been waiting for Lis
lease all the oysters have been taken away, and he then refuses to accept the lease? Yes, I have heard of
known cases of that kind.

1002. Chagrmar.] Was the trawl which you have referred to imported by the Fisheries Commission? I-
think it was one made here by George Glading ; the imported one was never used in my time.

1003. Who had charge of the trawl? Mr. George Glading, but the Commissioners were also there,

1004, 'Was he an expert? Yes, I believe he was from England.

1005. Before we resort to trawling do you think it is necessary that the coast should be surveyed? Yes,
that is the only way in which you can do it

1006. Do you think that the Government should undertake a survey without delay ? That is the only way
in which trawling can be carried out, but I cannot say that it would be a suecess.

1007, Mr. Stephen.} Are the fishermen always supposed to carry their licemses with them ? Yes, they
are liable to a penalty if they do not carry them, but they are always liable to be damaged.

1008. Is there no clause in the Act which would permit the fisherman to leave his license at home if he
thought that it might be damaged with water? There is no such clause in the Act.

1009. When oncé a net has been passed as being of the legal mesh do you not -consider that it should be
always considered as legal until it is worn out? The difficulty is that you cannot tell whether it is the
same net. '

1610, Is a man not likely to be fined if a net which has been passed as legal, afterwards shrinks? T do
not think anybody has been fined under such circumstances. .

-1011. 'When you seize nets what are done with them? They are cut'up, In the case of a garfish-net
the centre might be undersize ; that part would be cut out and the wings would be sold. If the net is an inch
in mesh it is sold for a prawn-net. ' :

1012, What is the lowest legal weight for fish! 2 ounces for garfish, 4 ounces for whiting, flathead,
mullet, and sand-whiting ; & ounces for black bream ; they have silver bream in the Act but I never saw such
a thing,

1013. If men are fishing with a garfish-net and they happen to catch bream, or any other fish below the
legal size, are they liable to be fined? Yes, they would be liable, but I do not think an inspector would
kpow his duty if he took notice of such a thing. The real object of the Act cught to be to protect small
mullet and whiting. '

1014, Ts there more than one assistanf inspector in George’s River and Botany? Yes, I bave an assistant
with me. Ihad to swim once or twice; I was in the water for five or six hours, and then I applied for
a mate,

1015, What are the bounds of the home district? T think it is from Jervis Bay to Port Stephens.

1016. What do you call the other districts? I cannot say. I have no knowledge of the others.

1017. Mr. Stevenson.] You have stated that the fishermen carry the licenses about with them ; they
would very probably be destroyed by the water. If they were destroyed what remedy would the fishermen
have! T cannot answer thab; they are liable to be fined if they have not licenses,

1018. Do you not consider that that is a very great hardship on the fishermen? Yes.

1019. Could they not pet a duplicate license? I suppose they can. Of eourse, when I once see a Heense
I talke the number of it, and T would not troubls-2 man again about his lcense.

1020. 'Would not this hardship be avoided if the inspectors issued the licenses themselves? Yes.

1021 Mr. Stephen.] Might not a-man say that he bas lost his licenss in order to get a license in an illegal

manner {  There would be the same number on the license, so that would prevent a fraud.
1022. Chairman.] Are the licenses written on paper or parchment? It is a sort of improved paper. It
used to be parchment at first. _ 1023.

a ‘: ﬂgm (6n revision) :—1I desire to correct myself. I do nob consider that anyone has a monopoly in oyster leases in
my digtrict.
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1023. Do you not think they ought to be parchment? I think some sort of metal badge with the number Mr. .

would be better. _ J. D. Grant,
1024. My, Ritohie.] How often do you report to the Commission? Once.a inonth. ng
1025. On what matters do you report? How the oysters are; what i the condition of the river, what boats ¥s '
are working, and so on.

1026. Do you report on the condifion of the fish ? Yes, I do when T swe a roed fish ; but I do not see a

fish for months at a time, becaunse the river has been closed for two or three years,

1027. Mr. Stephen.] Is a fisherman supposed to have a license for himself, for every man in the boat, and

algo for the boat? Yes; the license for a hoat iy £], and for each man 10s. per annum,

1028. Do you not think it is hard to make the men pay for a license for the boat and, in addition, forevery

man using the boatt If it were nob for the Revenue I do not think it saves the fish at all to have licénses,

If we had a register of fishermen I think 10s. for the hoat and 5. for each man would be quite sufficient.

1029. Chairman.] Is it not very unfair to charge the man for a license first, and then compel him to pay a

license for his boat also? The diffieulty is that there are & great meny men who are always shifting about

from one place to another.

1030, Would it not be sufficlent for the man to pay = license without having to pay for the boat? If I

caught a boat up the river and the men saw me coming they would leave the boats and the nets behind

them and go into the bush, and if the boats were not licensed I would not know who had been fishing there.

1631. Do you seize the boat as well as the nets ¢ In the last case that T bad the owner of the boat came

back again ; if he had not T would have taken the boat, but I think he would have got the boat again.

1032, Does the law empower an inspector to seize the boat as well as the. nets] The Act says any imple-

ment of fishing. T never seized a boat ; but if 2 man ran away I would take the boat as well as the net.

1033. Mr. Stevenson.] How do the fishermen know what waters are closed? The proclamations are gazetted

and T nail up the proclamations all over the place on trees.

Mr. Peter Smith called in, sworn, and examined —

1034 Cladrmaen.] What is your position? Assistant Inspector of Fisheries, Hawkesbury River. Mr.
1035. Is anyone over you at Hawkesbury ? No; we are all called assistant inspectors. P. Smith.
1036 ‘What are the bounds of the closed waters in the Hawkesbury? From Bar Point across to Fisher. /"
men’s Point in a westerly direction. - 2 July, 1889.
1037. Do you think that those-boundaries are too close to the mouth? That all depends upon the supply
of fish. TIf there was plenty of fish in the river there would be no cceasion for closing that portion.
1038. Could the boundaries be safely shifted up the river for some distance ? Yes ; if the mesh of the nets
was larger. The bunt part of the net iz too small. A great many of the fish are destroyed at present in
the common haulingmet. If the mesh were made larger I think that the river might be thrown open up
to Mangrove Creek. The hauling grounds above Manrrrove Creek are not much, and there would be plenty
of room for the fish to breed.
1039, Ave those waters good breedinggrounds ¢ Yes; there is plenty of space in the Hawkesbury.
1040. What kind of fish have you at the Hawkesbury ? Mullet, bream, perch, blackfish, and so on; also
whiting, flathead, soles,
1041. Do you consider the restrictions imposed by the Act bear harshly upon the fiskermen? No;
cannot say that. Some fishermen would like to have everything their own way, and they do not troublo
themselves as to who may come after them, I should like to legislate in such a way that the young fish
particularly would be protected 1f you do not protect the young fish you will never have old ones. In
some instances I would inerease the restrictions in this way : Instead of having a mesh of 2] inches in the
bunt I should recommend a mesh of 24 inches; but at the same time I would allow 2 greater length,
I have been a praciical fisherman myself, and I know what I am talking about. Some fishermen, when
they see young ones going through the net think that they are losing a fortune. I would give them a little
more room to fish in the Hawkesbury River.
1042, 'What arc the best fishing-grounds sround Hawkesbury ? There are many hauling-grounds every-
where, : .
1043, s Pitt Water good? Yes; it i3 very good, . .
1044. Is Brishane Water? Yes ;- 1t is & good place, but it is = fine place for young fish a.nd garfish-nets
should not be allowed to be used there. Thele is a very weedy bottom there, and it is a great resort for
little mullet, and it is impossible to haul a garfish-net there without killing lots of these young fish.
1045, Are sharks plentiful there? Nob ab pregent, but they are in summer.
1046. Do they-come there affer the mullet$ No; it is their nature to core there.
1047. Is it their breeding season? T suppose it is ; Cowan Creek is full of them,
1048. 'What kind of sharks are there? There are several kinds. Some they call the ground-shark, grey-
nurses, and another sort are called rough backs—they jump out of the water a great deal.
1049, Do you think that it would lead to a reduction of their number very uonmderably if the Government
offered a boriug for their destruction? Tt might for the large ones, but I think they come on the coast from
some other places. They are not on the coast in winter.
1050. Do you think it would bean 1mprovement if the inspector had the power of issuing licenses to the fishrer-
men? J helieve that would bea greab convenience to the fishermen. They sometimes have to come to
: Sydney and lose two or three days in getting licenses, and I do not see why I could not do that work just as
h well. I have had to account for moneys before in connection with the royalty on oysters; it would cextainly
give me a little more work to do.
1051, Is there much oyster-enlture at the Hawkesbmy ? Yes; the Hawkesbury has been one of the finest
F rivers in the Colony for oysters,
10532, Is it carrled on in a scientific way ¢ No It is now carried on in a very unsatlsfactory manner;
because it seems that there is a lot of rent owing, and I do not know whether the lessees can be prosecuted
in order to recover the money. The oyster-beds which the lessees hold are in anything but a good condition.
1053. Mr. Stephen.] Do you not think that it would be sufficient for breeding purpose to close the tributaries
of the Hawkesbury, and to leave the main riveropen? Some of the tributaries are the best hauling-grounds.
I thmk if the up}l)er part of the Hawkesbury, that is, from Mangrove Creek npwards, were closed it would be
1 quite
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quite sufficient—there would be then about 60 miles of river besides all the branches. From Mangrove to
‘Windsor is about 60 miles. ' '

1054, Are there not good hauling-grounds as far up as Wiseman’s Ferry ! A few bub nof many. Men very
seldom go up there if they have to fish for the Sydney market,

1055. Do you think it would not be of much advantage to fishermen to open it up as far as Wiseman’s
Ferry? It would be an advantage to Windsor fishermen, bub they generally use large meshingnets. It is
closed against everybody at present. '

1056, Do you not consider that by cloging the tributaries of the river, say at a certain distance from the
mouth, leaving the remaining portion of the river up to Wiseman's Terry open to fishing of all deseriptions,
that would protect the breeding-grounds, and at the same time give fishermen more facilities for making a
living ¢ The difficulty would be that a separate inspector would be wanted for every creek, Many of the
creeks ave 15 miles long, 20 miles, and 12 miles. I have %o look after the whole of the Hawkesbury River
all the way to Windsor ; all that they would have to do would be fo wateh until I went off to another creek.
1057. Would not further expenditure be justified in procuring a betéer supply of fish for the market
and in giving facilities to the fishermen o earna living? I think that if you opened the river as far as
Mangrove Creek the fishermen would thank you very much, because it would include the best hauling-
grounds. If you at the same time made the mesh of the net 2% inches in the bunt and & inch wings,
that would be the means of protecting the young fish.

1058, M. Stevenson.] Are you aware that the fishermen of the Hawkeshury have complained because the
river has not been opened ag far ag Mangrove Creek ¢ 1 believe they have complained to the Commissioners,
1089, Do you not think ié is part of your duty that you should know when those complaints are made ¢ 1t
is of no use to complain to me. ,

1060. Do you not think as inspector that you should be consuited before the waters are closed? Certainly
I think T ought to be. '

1061, Are you not consulted? No never
1062, Do you not think it would he an advantage if all the inspectors were consulted before the waters
were closed ! Yes. :

1063. Has it not been a great source of complaint amongst the fishermen for years that they are unfairly
dealt with, simply because the river is closed for about 60 miles that they are not allowed to haul above
Bar Point, and yet that up to Mangrove there is good haaling-grounds !  Just about 200 or 300 yards ahove

* Mangrove Creek there are a few good- hauls and then they cease.
1064, The fishermen arve never allowed to go up there? Yes, the river has been cloged ever since the

Tisheries Act has been in force.
1065. Did yon ever hear that the farmers about Wiseman’s Ferry sentin a report to the Commissioners that
they were prohibited from getting fresh food for themselves and their families, and that they were not

allowed to take any fish? I never heard that complaints were made by the farmers to the Commissioners—

- there might be and I would hear nothing about it.

1066, Do you not think that the Commissioners would be perfectly justified in allowing those families to
obtain the necessaries of life from the river ? If you open the door to one you must do it to all [f you
allow one to fish even for bis own use there would be no limit to it. .

1067. What sort of people generally Jive about the McDonald and the Colo? 'They are all farmers,

1068. Do you not consider that an application of that kind coming from people who were debarred from
getting any fresh food should have been granted by the Commissioners? Yes.

1069. Bfr. Siephen.] 1f they desire o sell the fish they would have no market there would they? Yes,
at Windsor. '
1070, Afe, Stevenson.] How far is Windsor from McDonald? 50 miles.

1071, Do you think it would pay a farmer to neglect his wife and family, and leave his work, in order to
take a few fishup to Windsor? Iknow that there are men who have made 2 living by doing se. 1
remember the time when Peter Kemp used to tdke fish from Mangrove Creek to Windsor ; that is how he
learnt hig rowing. '

1072, Have you ever prosecuted anybody for hauling in those waters? Yes, chiefly in Berowra Creek,
1073, There is no supervision above Bar Point? 1 go up there sometimes.

1074, How often? 1 do not suppose I go above Mangrove Creck once a month,

1075. Have you visited as far as MeDonald. River, Colo, and other places once in six months? No.

1076, Then what supervision is there to prevent people from hauling fish dailyt There is nome.

1077, Yet when these persons applied o fish for their families they were refused, and yet if they did i
illegally they could not be detected ? Yes.

1078, Do not the fishermen at Hawkesbury complain bitterly about having to come to Sydney to obtain
licenses ! They do not say much about it to me.

1079. Do you not consider that the inspector should issue those licenses? Tt would be an advantage to
the fishermen.

1080. Would it not be an advantage in the working of the Fisheries Act? Yeg T-would like to be in a
better position to know who really hold licenses, without having to hunt them up and ask them. -

1081. For wané of that knowledge how do you kmow who arc licensed fishermen? I would not know
unless I demanded their licenses when they were at work.

1082. How are you acquainted with them in the first instance? I go round when I sée them hauling, and
I agk them to show me their licenses: I sometimes geb & list from the office showing the licenses issued.
I have a list at home now which was issued on the 1st March, and T have not received one since.

1083. From March to July you have no knowledge? No, unless I see them myself and note them down.
1084, Buppose you go to a man and demand his Hcense and he has not got it, what course do you take? I
have to prosecute him according to law.” He would be fined according to the Fisheries Act.

1085. 'Would you not seize his net? No, T could not. ’ . .

1086. Supposing that the man told you that he left the license behind him, would you surmmon him? No;
I would write -to the head office to ascertain if he had'alicense; if he had not I would have o prosecute him.
1087, . Stephen.] Does your jurisdiction extend further than the Hawkesbury River? Not now, I
was appointed for Tuggerah Lake as well as Gosford, bat there is an inspector there now.

THURSDAY, .

k]
i
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ON THE WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT.

THURSDAY; 4 JULY, 1889,

Present:—

Mr. 'RANK TARNELL, ' Mz. RITCHIE,
Mz, NOBBS, M=z. STEVENSON.

FRANK FARNELL, Esq., v 1"HE (CHAIR.
Mr. Richard Seymour ealled in, sworn, and examined :—

1088. Chairman.] What is your position ? Inspector of Nuisances for the City of Sydney, and Assisbant
Tnaspector under the Fisheries Act.

1089. How long have you held the lnst-named pesition? About three years.

1090. Is it part of your duty to visit any of the fishing-grounds or oyster-beds? Ne.

1081. Are your duties confined to the fish-market at Woolloomooloo?  Yes, '

1092. Are you supposed to supervise the sale of fish? I am one of the auctioneers, My first duty is to
go into the market half an hour before the sale. We commence the sale every morning in winter at half-
past 5, except on Friday, when we begin at 5. I go round and examino all the fish, If there are &
great quantity of small fish in any one heap they are seized and sent to the charitable institutions. 1f
thereis only a sma]l proportion of small fish ih each heap they are passed, because in that case it would be a
great injustice to the fishermen to seize the fish. ‘ :

1098. Do you sell the fish by auction, and charge the fishermen a commission for selling? Yes, 5 per
cent, The City Council makes that charge. _ :
1094. Does that commission go into your pocket P Not a farthing, It is paid into the revenue of the
City Council. .

1095, Have you any idea what quantity of fish passes through your hands a year? Yes. [ handina
return giving full information. [dppendiz C 1.]

1096. Have youever heard any complaints from fishermen that while their fish is in fransit to the market
it is pilfered ? Yes. ] . _

1097, How does that occur? The fish may be taken on board the boats, They may be taken out on the
wharyes. -There is no doubt they have been taken out at the wharves. Then there is every likelihood
thatkﬁsh are taken oub while they are being carted from the Newcastle and Clarence steamers to the fish-
market,

1098. Does the fish come to market chiefly by steamer ? It now comes both by sieamer and by rail.
1099. When the fish comes by rail, dees if go to Darling Harbour? It is first taken to the Redfern
Station, and then straight down o Darling arbour; it is then brought by the agents, carters, or vanmen,
to Weolloomooloo. _ _

1100. When the fish comes by steamer does the steamer generally take it to the western side of Sydney,
to Darling Hatbour? Yes; exeept when it is’ brought from Cape Hawke. In that case it comes into
Wooiloomooloo Bay. o

1101. Do you think the fish get very much damaged in transit ? I am sure they do.

1102. Do you think that it would be better to have a depot, say, at Darling Harbour, or where the
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steamers are moored, rather than continue the present state of affairs ? I do not think that so far as the

markets are concerned you could better them. :

1103.h D]o you think if would be a benefit to have another market established at Darling Harbour? Ido
noet think so. ' ]

1104. Do you not think that if there was another market at Darling Harbotr it would prevent the
hauling about of fish ?  There would not be any less hauling ; the fish would hdve fo be taken from the
trucks into vans, wherever they went, even if the market was in Darling Harbour.

1105. Are the fish-markets ab Woolloomooloo large enough for the sale of fish? Yes; they have been
recently enlarged ; they arve very large, : : '
1108. Do you always see that the markets are always kept clean? Yes; if you went there now you
would not know that it was a fish-market. It has been favourably spoken of by the most experienced
men from Billingsgate, Portsmouth, and Plymouth. .
1107. Are very greab numbers of under-sized fish brought to market? Yes, somefimes.

1108. Jow do you account for that? The fishermen slong the coast wait-until the last minute to make a
haul ; the fish are then caught in a hurry to be put on board the small steamers or the boats which meet
the Neweastle boat. The fish are bundled into the baskels and are sent to market. : :

1109. Have youheard many complaints from fishermen as to the operation of the Fisheries Act? The

prineipal thing they complain of is the cloging of certain waters in swmmer. I rsfer to Port Hacking,

Botany, Port: Jackson, and Broken Bay. o ‘ _
1110. Have you ever heard any complainty from the fishermen with regard to the mesh of the nets ¥ No,
I have nothing to do with that. : '

1111. Then the principal complaint you have heard is with regard fo the ciosing of the rivers? Yes, at

» certain times-of the year,—that is, during the summer months. The country fish during the months of

February, March, and April, are seized in great quantities as being unfit for food, The atmosphere during

those months is very low and elammy, and the fish brought from the country speils in transit. If the

places which I just mentioned were opened it would give a better supply and a fresher supply to
the'city and suburbs. At the present time the fish arein grand condition.

1112. According to the return you have just handed in it appears that the schnapper brought intothe
market has gradually increaged. For instance, in 1873 there were thirty-one dozen of schnapper brought
in, whereas in 1888 there were brought in 1,820+ dozen., How do you account for the increase? The
increase has been principally from the other side.of the Hawkesbury, and the Hawkesbury, and also south
of Botany Heads, along the southern coast to Jervis Bay, and south. Near the city the schnapper iz very
searce ; the men have to go north for them. : : .
1113. Are the schnapper caught by line-fishing? Yes. 'We have had schnapper esught in nets at the
Hawllc)eshury, but not many. They ave caught by line principally and brought in by fishermen in their
own boats. : . .
1118%. How long will fish remain fit for human food after they are eaught? In winter-time fish will keep
for about three days; if cooked they would last much longer. T know the Tews buy fish on Tuesday amtd

’ : €4
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eat it on Friday, but they cook the fish as soon as they get it.  Good schnapper, such as were in the
market yesterday, from Bofany, would keep two days and two nights without being cooked.

1114. In the summer-time are fish whieh ave caught in the mormng likely to go bad before sunset on the
same day ? Yes; it is bad bait which often turns the fish; when bad bait gets into the belly of the fish
deecomposition sets in very quickly. )

1115. Are you aware that fish have decreased very much in the Parramatta River ? I have heard so from
fishermen. T know that some years ago people used to go up the river and catch any amount of bream.
1116. My, Ritchie.] Where does the bull of the fish come from which supplies this market? The greater
part comes from the Clarence, Port Btaphens, Newcastle, and Wollongong.

1117. Have you any control over the means of transit? No; uob until it comes inlo the city.

1118. How are the fish which are caught at Port Stephens conveyed to Sydney  They are brought in a
small steamer to Newcastle, and transhipped there to Sydney. Those caught in Lake Mauequarie, 1
believe, are carted over in waggons to Newcastle, and from there conveyed by steamcr to Sydney.

1119, Wlhen the fish ave landed on the wharf are they under your charge? No; we are not at the

wharves.
1120. Axe the carriers under your confrol ? No; they belong to the fish agents. The fish are not handed

1121. You are in no way responsible for taking fish out of the baskets or anything of that kind before it
comes to the market? No; I know an instance which occurred Tast week where a great quantity of fish
came down by rail, and three-quarters of it never came near the markets. That fish went up country.
1122. The great question is who accounts for that fish—what price is obtained for it? AH the fish sold
in the Sydney market is booked by the agents and clerks, The bosks are made up every morning before
9 o'clock, sent up to the City Treasurer, examined, and sent back for the use of the fishermen and the
publie, from 10 fo 6 o’clock.

1123, Ts it not guite possible that the fish that are passed from the steamers up country may be of an
illegal weight ? There is not the slightest doubt about that. I have no eontrol over that.

1124, You say that you frequently seize under.sized fish. If a fisherman sends a comsignment of fish
containing large and smail, how do you deal with it? I have the large taken out. I do not confiscate
the whole. There is & memo. kept, showing who owns the fish, what quantity has beon seized, and where
it has been sent to. :

1125, In what way are you cennected with the Fisheries Commission? On behalf of the Commissioners
I am bound to see all the fish that comes into the market, and to see that none is sold under a certain
weight, ' :

1126. Do you receive any orders from the Commission? Sometimes; but very seldom. Itis omly in
connection with the fish eoming into the market.

1127. Do you think the fish-market is sufliciently commodious for the trade? Yes.

1128. Do you think that it is in the proper place for distribution? Yes; T can guarantee that the fish
sold at half-past 5 in the morning, or at 5 o’clock in the morning, is for sale in the szburbs at half-past G.
Taylor and Asgeinheim have carts which take fish out to Waverley, Petersham, and ag far as Burwood, and
people there can have fish for breakfast.

1129. Have the sellers of fish any license ? No, they pay no fees of any sort.

1180. After the fish leave the market have you no further control? No; except that if I met a man
with small fish in his basket I would seize them, and I would do the same if they were in a bad condition.
T have no control outside of the City.

1131, Mr. Stevenson.] How many auclioneers are there? Two,

1182. Do you only sell in one hour during the day? No; we sell on Friday morning from 5 o'clock till
half-past 8 o’clock, and on other mornings from half-past 5 o’clock until 8 o’clock. -

1133. Would it not be an advantage if the fish were sold at any hour in the day when they arrive ? We
tried that for twelve months, and it was an utter failure. "We gave the people the markets free to do
what they liked. Tf any fish come in after the sale is over they are put in a refrigerating-room, where
they are kept until the following sale. :
1184. But they have to pay for that ? One shilling per baskst of 90 Ib. of fish.

1135. Are not a great deal of the fish which are caught in Lake Macquarie brought down to Sydney by
the morning frain? Yes.

1186. Does that reach the market in time for the morning sale ?  Yes.

1137. What time do you close the sale? Not until we get a report from all the wharves that all the fish
are in. .

1188. What time does the northern train come in in the morning? We have the fish from it in the
market hefore half-past 6. : :

1189, Does Mr. Mulhall, one of the Assistaut Inspeetors, buy any fish from you at the market? Yos.
1140. How often does he buy fish from you? Sometimes twice 2 week.

1141. Do you know what he does with that fish? No.

1142, Does he purchase it in the open market in the same way as anyone else?  Yea. :

1143. Have you ever heard any complaints from fishermen in reference to this course of proceeding ?  No.
1144. Can you suggest any meothod for the prevention of the stealing of fish while it is in transit? Yes.
I would suggest that the Fisheries Commissioners should have men at the wharf who should follow the
carts from the wharf to the market, as I did myself for three months with the Corporation officers, No
fish were lost then and the baskets were quite full when they reached the market. Sinee the Corporation
stalf has been reduced I have not been able to carry out that system,

1145. Do yon think it is part of the work of the Fisheries Commission $o have somebody on the wharf to
carry out this duty? Twe inspectors at each wharf would be enough; cne man would remain at the
wharf and the other would follow the cart,

1146. Could it not be prevented by having leensed carts for the conveyance of fish, the carters fo be held
responsible P T do not think so. :

1147. Bfr. Eitehie.] Could it not be prevented if the earts were under your control P Yes, if they were

engaged by the Council and were held responsible.

1148, Could you not issue licenses for the purpose at a noniinal sim? Yed, we could then have men

* whom we could be able to trust. T suggested that myself; iu fact T think the first guggestion came from

the
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the Mayor, Mr. John Harris, but there was a great row made about it in the market. The first suggestion R. Seymonr,

was that we should have our own waggons and have the fish brought up to the market, A
1149. Have you the meauns of engaging carts? We could get half a dozen waggons in a day. ) 4 Fuly, 1889
1150. Are your principal duties connected with the City Council? Yes; I am only connected with the o
Fisheries-Commission in the market, : :

H 1151. M. Stevenson.] Have you ever seen Mr. Mulhail or his assistants cleaning fish in the market? No.
: 1152. Mr. Ritchie.] Do you receive any salary or emolument from the Fisheries Commission? Yes, £75
f year, :

11}:‘53. Yot the Commission have no control over the officers appointed under you by the Counail?  No,
they receive nothing from the Commission.

1154, Mr, Nobbs] At what time do fish arrive by train from the south coast? They are in the market
every morning before 6 o'dack. . : :

1155. Is there not a mid-day fish train ? T do not think so.

s 1156, Does the 6 o’clock train arrive in time for the market ? Yes.

: 1157. I understand that fish dees come in at mid-day from the south coast ;—if that is the ease must the
fish wait for the next morning’s sale? 1If it comes in at mid-day it goes into the refrigerating-room.
1158. And it has to wait for the next morning’s sale ?  Yes. :

1159. What mrangements have you for the fish?  Cool chambers.

1160. Do you not think that there ought to be a mid-day sale? We tried o mid-day sale and a 4 o’clock
evening sale, but we could never gef a person to come to the place unless they could get a basket of fish
for 1s. '

1161. That was under the old system; bub now that we have trains from the north and south bringing
large quantities of fish every day, do you not think it would be advisable to try a mid-day sale? We ean
try ab any time you wish, but I think you will find that it is a great failure. The shopkeepers buy all
their fish in the morning, the carters do the same, and after 9 or 10 o’clock they are employed all day
hawking fruit and vegetables, and they do not go back to fish.

3 1162. Tt has been stated here in evidence that the market accommodation is nob sufficient; what is your
3 opinton ? I think that the market accommodation is equal to anything in the world.

: 1163. What is your opinion ag to the situation of the market? I think if is very good—we have plenty
of room. There are the sides of four streebs for the carts and waggons to come in without blocking up
any thoroughfare or entrances to wharves, stores, or anything of that kind. :

1164. Is there nothing you could suggest that would in any way improve the market? I think notb.
1165. . Ritchie.] Do you know of your own knowledge whether the mode of carrying the fish from
Tiake Macquarie desiroys any of it? I am sure it does, expecially in summer. :
1166. Do they not send any of the fish down by rail instead of seading it to Newecastle? Yes, the greater
part of it comes down by the Northern train.

1167. Does not that portion of the fish come down in better condition? Yes,

1168. Is the refrigerating-room at the market effective? Yes; ,

1169. How long ean you keep fish there in the months of February, March, and April? For three,
months, if necessary. '

1170. Do you actually fresze them? Yes, by cold air, The refrigerating-room is going to be made about
four fimes its present size. 'We are about to import from home a Bell-Coleman cool-air-maehine.

1171. Can you store away great quantities in the refrigerating-room? Yes, more than we can get. In
fact we have always one chamber empty at present. . :

1172. A, Nobbs.] I mez from the return before us that, from the 30th November, 1887, to the 80th
November, 1888, the revenue of the market amounts to £2,658 ;—what are the working expenses of the
market P A little more than half, but then the buildings have to be taken inte consideration. After
paying for gas, eleciric light, interest on capital, and so on, T do not think that the profit derived by the
Couneil will be £500 per annum.

11738. M. Rifchie.] Does the Fisheries Commission receive none of those profits ¥ No. The buildings
nnd maintenance are the property of and kept by the City Couneil, -

Mz, Peter Smith recalled and further examined ;—

1174, Chairman.] Have you had experience with regard to oysters? Yes. Mr,
1175. Have a great many oysters been sent to market from the Hawkeshury ?  Yes. P, Bmith.
1170. Has there been a dearth of oysters of late years in the Hawkesbury? There has been a great deal :
“of disease among them during the last two years that has caused a great scareity of oysters. Oyster 4 July, 1889,
culture has not gone ahead, as we expected it would, when the Aet was passed.
1177. How many oyster leases are there on the Hawkesbury River? I produce a list of the leases in
existence., There are now ninety-nine leages in existence on the Hawkeshury. I measured and reported
uponIZIG, embracing an area of 144,800 yards of foreshore. All of those leases, however, were not
completed. :
L 117E13). Does the completed number amount to ninety-nine ? Yes; embracing an area of 40,750 yards. A
: few more leases have been taken out since that return was made up. '
1179. Iz it your duty to collect the rentals on those leazes? No.
1180. Do you know whether the rentals have been paid on all those leases? I have reason fo believe
5 that there is a great deal owing. Whatis really owing for this year T caunot say, but I produce a list of
. what is owing for last year. There is something like £232 owing for last year alone.
_ 1181. Do you know whether any of that money has been paid in since? I do not think o,
1182, Is this owing to the lessees giving up their leases ?  No; they are using them.
1183. Has the Commission directed you to collect the rent? No.
1184. Have you made any report to the Commission on the subject # Yes, I have mentioned the matter
2 great many times in my monthly reports, One point on whick I had to report was whether the lessees
had fulfilled all their conditions. I mentioned that the payment of renb-was one of the condftions of the
lease, but that in many ingtances that condition was not fulfilled. Noaction was taken upon my report.
1185. Do not you think the leasing system eould be very much improved ? Yes. -

1186,
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1218. How often do the Commissioners.visit your district ? I have had ene Commissioner there several ‘

times lately—that ig Mr, Oliver, Other Cominissioners may have been there, but I have not seen them,
1219. Do you remember Inspector Benson vigiting your district? I remember that he visited the
Hawkesbury to examine the disease in oysters, :
1220. Who accompanied him on that occasion? Inspector Gyler, from the Manning,
1221, Why did Mr. Gyler accompany Mr. Benson on that occasion? Mr. Gryler was an old experienced
oysterman.
1222, Do you believe that Mr. Benson has any real practical knowledge of oyster-culture? I cannot say,
he is a gtranger to me. -
1223. If he had any practical knowledge would it be necessary to take an assistant with him to afford
the information which he was sent up to obtain? I do nol know that there was any necessity for Mr.
Gyler to come down.
1294, Was it necessary that Mr. Gyler shonld come in order that his superior officer shonld obtain
information with reference to oyster-eulture # I think one man could do it as well as two,
1225, As a practieal man, if information had been sought for from you, would you have been quite eapable
of supplying it P Yes; quite as well as Mr, Gyler.
1226. Did you ever hear of a fisherman named Crosslands?  Yes; there are several of that name on the
Ilatvkesbury, -
1227, Did you ever seize nets belonging to them? One of the Crosslands was working with a man from
whom T took a net. '

1228. Can you state the facts of the seizure? The net 1 seized was in closed waters in broad daylight.
Y was pulling up the Berowra Creek, which are closed waters, when T saw them hauling. T went to them
and seized the net. '

© 1229, Was there any inquiry into that seizure P An inspector came down from Sydney and seized James
Crossland’s net. -
1280. Were you at all connected with the inquiry in conneclion with the seizure of nets? They called me
as a witness at Ryde, but T conld give no evidence. I knew nothing about the matter.
1281. What was the resuli of the investigation? 1 belisve Crossland was fined £1.
1232. Have you ever come into open conflict with the Crosslands with regard to fishing? No; except
that ore of the Crosslands was working with a man named White, whose net I seized. Of course when
I seize a man’s net he will look cool at me afterwards. .
1233. Were you ever charged with being the holder of, or interested in, oyster leases yourself? Yes.
1234. Did you undergo examination ? Yes.
12385. What was the result of the inquiry ? The charge was dismissed.
1236. Who held the Inquiry ? The Fisheries Commissioners.
1287. What became of the report ? T cannot say, bubt I suppose the Secretary knows. I went home
about my business, and I knew nothing more about it.
1238. 'What did the Commissioners say about it after the inquiry was closed ? Tt was proved that I kad
no lease. Through being appointed exeeutor in a cerfain estate I found that there were three oyster
leases belonging to it.  That is how the case came about. 1 asked the Commissioners to relieve me of
those leases, which was granted, and the lesses were handed over to a man named John Wilson, of
Brisbane Water. : :
1239. Did you apply to he relieved of those leases before any quiry ab all was instituted? Yes, long
before there wag any inquiry, . : ] .
1240, -Chairman.] How long have you been in the Servica ? (lose on eight years.
1241. Have you been located at the Hawkesbury all your time ? Yes,
1242, 'Wae the area over which you had supervision larger than it is at present? Yes. At firstT had
charge of Tuggerah Lake and Brishane Water, . )
1248. Have you any assistant in the shape of a hoatman? No, I have to pull about myself.
1244. Are you allowed any house-rent? No.
1245. Do you simply get bare salary ?  Yes. : . 7
1246. Do you geb any travelling allowanee ? "I have got a little book in which I am supposed to get the
Letelkeeper to sign his name, if I pay 1s. for a dinner or anything of that sort, but I generally leave the
book at home.

1247. Do you remember several complaints having been made by fishermen at the Hawkesbury as to the
unjust operation of the Fisheries Act? Yes, I believe there have been some complaints to that effect.
1248. Have there also been complaints about the river being closed against net-fishing, in such a menner
as to interfere with their earrying out their ordinary avocaitons ? Yes.
1249, Did you ever make any recommendation to the Commissioners to extend the area of open waters?
None, whatever. Tt would not look well on my part. If they asked my opinion I would give it to them.
1250, Have they ever referred to you? No. :
1251. Do you not think it would be better to leave those matters to the local inspectors to decide? Yes,
8, good deal, providing that you had eapable men of experience—proper practical men of sound judgment.
Sometimes fish may be scarce, and a man of inexperience might come o the conclusion that the fish were
scarce, whereas in veality the fact might be that owing to windy cold weather the fish might have taken
to the deep wabers, and might not be far away.

1252, Do you remember an application, made some time ago by myself for an extension of the open
waters, when the Commissioners extended the open waters to Bar Point? Yes. -
1253. Do you not think they might have extended the open waters as far as Mangrove Creel without injuring
the interest of the public, whilst, at the same time, it would have been a great boon to the fishermen? I
was not asked about it at the tiwe. If T were to give an answer now it might be taken as condemning the
action of the Fisheries Commission. .

1254, That does not matter ; you are protected thoroughly here. We want to bring forward a measure
which will give power to relieve the fishermen, and, at the same time, protect fthe public? If1 &m to
give my opinion about the matter,I may say that a good deal might be done in opening the waters
further, but’ at the same time I wounld like the mesh of the net to be made a little larger in the bunt, in
order that the small fish might be able o get through: - Ad-present young mullet would get stuck in the
mesh, and n pulling it out of course it would be killed, ]

1256,
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1186. For instancs, instead of having those leases in the hands of those ninety-nine people, would it nob
be better probably to have them in the hands of four or five lessees? Most certainly.

1187. 'Would not that prevent a lot of pilfering? Yes. ,

1188. Can you make any proposal which you would like to see earried out with regard to oyster leases ?
The leases are too small an area. My advice wag againgt granting small arveas of 100 yards, because no
man could make a living out of such an area, and he would be forced to go and work at something else.
My words hayve come true in that respeet. A great deal of stealing is carried on, as the lessees steal one
from the other, and also from the Crown lands. The consequence is that oyster-culture is at a standstill,
I would certainly recommend that one ereek should be given to one man, and that the main river, above
the bridge, should be given to one lessee. A person with a little capital and enterprise might go into
oyster-culture with some spirit, and he would have a hetter chance of protecting his lease against
pilforing. The law would have to provide that if any man, except the lessee, was found in a ereck with
oysters in his hoat, he shonld have to account for their possession.

1189. Have the oysters been suffering from one disease or several diseases? T have only secn one
disense—that is the one cansed by worms P They deposil a i of wud iuside the shell, and the oyater
dies. I have seen five worms in one oyster.

1180, Can you suggesb sny remedy for the disease? No; I believe the only remedy is a good freshet.
‘We had a good one lately, and since then I have seen no more worms.

1191, Have you ever heard of a disease caused by an insect called the borer ?  No.

1192, In laying down oysters on a new bed where iy the spat obtained from? They geb it from the
Crown lands. "They obtain a Heense and pay 2s. a bag for the spat. They pay nething for the license.
1193. How long does it take an oyster before it is eatable ? That all depends upon the locality and
tho quality of the spat. If the water is too salt they are very slow in growing.

1194. Do the stinging-rays cause much destruetion of oysters? Yes, they live upon them. They are
particularly severe on laid eysters. They do not seem to be so well able to get at the rock-oysters.

1195. Are there many oysters sent away from the Hawkesbury at present? Not a large quantity lately.
The New Zealand oysters keep the market down,

1196. For how long are the oyster leases granted ? For fifteen years. The greater part of them were
granted in 1884 and 1885, o

1197, My, Nobbs.] Ave you in a position to state what leases ave in arrears ?  Not for this year.

1198. Chairmnan.] Where are the oyster-beds situated? There are a few in Porto Bay. There are seme
in Mullet Creek. There are a good many in Moonee Creek and Bevowra, and the main river, commeneing
above the Railway Bridge. The uppermost one is at the mouth of Mangrove.

1199. Tthen the fishermen are sending oysters to market are they subject o examination by you? No,
not by law,

1200.yIs there not & provision in the law that persons who offer oysters for sale which will go through a
certain sized ring are linhle to prosecution? I could seize undersized oysters. The law says that oysters
that can be passed through a metal ving of an inside diameter of 1% inch are not to bs oifered for sale.

-I have such a ring. Tn examining oysters I would, of course, use my diseretion, and would not seize a

bag of oysters because one or two might be under size. If there ave many small oysters I would seize them
a8 & warning, I have done so in several cases, and it has had a very good effect.

1201. Mr. Stevenson.] Ls there any scarcity of oysters al present? The leases are in a very poor condition,
throngh the lessees not looking after them, and cultivating them as they shouid have done under the Act,
and as they promised to do. .

1202, Ty there no supervision? I have reported many fimes that the leases are in very poor condition.
1203. What action have the Commissioners taken upon that? None.

1204. TIs it & foct that oysters are now 50 per cent. dearer than they were when fhe present Commissioners
took office? I can hardly remember what the price wis when the Commissioners took office, but I do
not think that oysters are a great deal dearer now. - :

1205. Have you heard of somelsases having been declined owing 4o the delay and excessive rent demanded
by the Commissioners ? There is no excessive rent, because the law preseribes that the rent shall be £1
for every 100 yards. _

1206. Have youn ever heard of complaints regarding delay in the issue of leases? Af first there was a
great deal of delay, owing to the great number of applications,

1207. Have you heard of eases in which men have refused to take up leases on account of the delay in
issuing them? Yes

1208. Were there very many of such cases? I think that was given more as an excuse, At first people
went nearly mad about leases, but they soon found that they were not so good as it was thought thatthey
would be, and any excuseé was good enough for not taking them up. , o
1209, Is it not a fact that while people were waiting for the issue of their leases other people could go on
the Crown lands and take all the oysters away? No. '

11?10. Ts there any law to punish people who take oysters off Crown lands ? * I am very sorry to say that
there is not. '

1211, Have not-cases come to your lcnéwledge where ]ﬁeople did take oysters off the Crown lands? Yes;

I brought cases before the Court and they fell throug

1212. Then people did really take oysters from the Crown lands between the date of application and the
time of the issue of the leases P Yes; becauss there was no one to wabteh them.

1218. Because there was no power o prevent them ? A person who appled for the land could have got
& working permif.

1214. But how long might ke have to wait to get a permit? I cannot say what delay the department
might have caunsed him.

. 1215. Are you aware that oysters which are more than 1% inch in size have not come to maturity at that

time? Yes; it depends on the locality.

-1216. Would not reduced rents help the oyster-culture ? T think not.

1217. Do you believe in small people heiiig granted small leases at a merely nomihal rent, and that they
should pay & royalty on the oysters ? I am very much afraid that the only way is to give the whole of the
creek to one man. T have reason to believe that it you put up the leases to auction; and gave one creek
to one man, you would realize far more rent than under the small lease system. . ' s

’ . 1218,
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1235. Tnstead of bauling, do not the fishermen adopt the practice of ruuning the neta shorf dislance
from the shore, thus meshing the fish? Yes; you can use a meshing-net where you cannot use o hauling-
net. ’ . .
1956. Have they not resorted to this practice in order to geba living, because there is not sufficient
hauling-ground available? Yes; there might be a shoal of fish on the rocks where they could not use a
hauling-net.

1257, %s there not a particular ground which used to be looked upon by the Hawkesbury fishermen as a
place on which they could always depend to get a supply of fish for the market—that is at Dangar Island ;
and iz it 1ot a fact that that hauling-ground has been destroyed?  One ground has been destroyed on 1he
north side of the island. ) ) . ‘
1258. How? 'The large pontoon was built there, and the bottom is now full of piles, which were sawn off,
in order to make a sorb of gridiron on which the pontoon might rest at lqw water. Of course the whole
bottom there now is a mass of timber, and it would be impossible to make it a hauling-ground.

1259. Could not the piles have been easily drawn up after the pontoon was built, if the contractors Ll
chosen to do s0? The Dangar Island Wharf is also in the road. )
1260, Could not the piles have been easily drawn up if the contractors had chosen fo do so? Certainly.
1261. Tnstead of that the contractors sawed the top of the piles off below low-water-mark ? They are all
dry at low water at spring tide. ) _

1262. Do you nob; think that the contractors sawed off the tops of the piles to prevent detection? No.
1263. What was their object? I think they simply levelled off the tops of the piles in order to make a
eridiron for the large pontoon to rest on. Still the whole concern might have been easily pulled up.
1264. How many fishérmen are there at the Hawkesbury? At present twenty-five or thirty get their
living by fishing ; that does not include Brishane Water.

1265. Do they send their fish to Sydney by rail or steamer? Both.

1266. Mr. Stevenson.] ‘Who has charge of Lake Macquarie? William Boyd.

1267, My. Ritchie.] Is the present rental for an oyster lease £1per 100 yards? Yes,

1268. Are all of these oyster-beds of equal productiveness ? No, some are better far than others.

1269. Are all these beds indiscriminately leased at the same rental 7 Yes. .

1270. Are any of the lessees of the Hawkesbury doing well, and getting great quantities of oysters? No,
T cannot say they are doing well, but that is owing to their own neglect, and because there is a great deal
of stealing. This disheariens any man of enterprise. . )

1271. Do you not think the better way would be for the Crown or the Commissioners to appraise thoso beds
according to their productive value? ~ Some are more produetive than others.

1272, That iz easily known to you and others ? Yes. ) '

1273. Would it not be more eguitable to appraise them? There might be a good bit of ground between
two bad pieces, and when the lessees have worked out their own piece of ground they then work the
Crown land; and the Crown gets nothing for it. )

1274. Do you not think that if you were authorized to appraise these grounds and cub them up, with
your practical experience you could do so with betfer advantage to all parties eoncerned? T think not. I
could cut up the grounds fast enongh, but I think the best plan is to give one ereek to one man.

" 1275. Assuming that you gave a whole creek to one man, would it mot be possible for one creek to be

much better than another? You would find that out when you called for tenders, That is how I would
deal with them. :

1276. Is that the way in which the leases are offered now? They were once dealt with in that way, bub
they are not under the present system,

1277. Is there any bebber way of leasing those grounds to oyster-culturists than under the present system ?
Yes; T believe there is a better way, that is, by giving one man a whole creek,

1278, Would you let the leases by tender? Yes; I would call for tenders in the newspapers.

1279. Would you give a man entire control of the creels? Yes; at so much per year; the rents to be
paid in advance. : .

1280. Under the present Act is there no compulsion by the Commission with regard to eultivating those
grounds ;—are they not compelled to plant the grounds with spat? They are not exactly compelled, but
gtill they are supposed {o keep their leases in good condition.

1281, Is it left entirely to the inspector’s diseretion to- decide whether the leases are cultivated properiy
or nob? That seems to be the case under the Act.
1282, Do you ever interfere with regard to cultivation ? I have never done so yet.

1283. Have you seen cause to interfere? I Delieve I cught to have done soin some cases. I gave
information to the head office as to how things stood, but I was told that they were going to sue for
rent instead of confiscating the leases.

1284, Are not the rents paid in advance ? They should have been in the month of January in each year,
but there are many in arrears. : -
1285. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that those leases are not paid for? Ves, T havea list of
the rents unpaid for last year, and I have good reason to believe that those rents have not yet been paid.

1286, Are you communicated with by the Commission as to rents in arrear? Not mueh, but I asked for

this list. 1 received a communication two years age to the effect thab any lessee who had not paid his
rent was to be prevented from using his lease. Tor that reason I wished to know the names of those who
had not paid their rents, _

1287. Do you look after them ab all?  Yes; butlately T was told that the Commissioners did not wish to
interfere with the lessees, but that they intended to swe for remb. If I once stopped the lessees from
working they would not pay any rent.

1288. Do you think it would be advantageous te the oyster-getter if he had to pay a lower rent, bub had

“also to pay a royalty on the actual number of oysters he obtained ? That might be the case, if you would

put a duty upon oysters coming from New Zealand.

1289. Leaving that out of the question, wounld it not be better if a royalty were charged upon the actual
number of oysters obtained? "Under the piesent system of oyster-culture I have no~ confideiice whit-
ever.. Itis only by leasing the whole of a creek to one man that you will be ever able to do any good.
1290. Do you not -think it would be better to have a royalty on the actnal number of oysters obtained,
rather than to impose a heavy rental? I do not think it would work very well, becanse a lessee might
buj't a lot of New Zealand oysters and lay them down; you would want to charge him royalty on those
oysters. 1291,
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1291. Do you think that the present rentals are extra heavy? No; but I believe you could get a large
rent by leasing ong erecle to one man.

1292. 'Would that not prevent small men entering into the ccetipation? Yes, it would ; but they would
have to go ag servants to the others, :

1293. De you think that that would be the means of producing a great quantity of oysters? Yes; and
it would put all the places in better condition.

1294. 'What do you think has been the canse of the disease in oysters P Owing to the dronght—there was
not enough fresh water. '

1295. Are you of the opinion that Brishane Water should be entirely closed from mnet-fishing? I think
it ought to be closed against garfish-netting, but not against larger nets. The garfish-nets arve the groat
fish destroyers; I would not allow garfish-neiting above Juno Point.

1206. Do you consider that Brisbane Water is a splendid breeding-ground ?  Yes.

1297, How many licensed fishermen are there in your district ? About thisty.

1298. Have you ever made any seizures of nets in the Hawkesbury 7 Yes; for unlawful nets and for
fishing in elosed waters last winter I seized o net.

1269. Since you have been in the Service has a moiety of the moneys received from tho sales of the nets
confiseated by you been given to you? Yes; when a net is sold the inspector gets half.

1300. Do you get that at the present time? Yes; but I have not seized a net for twelve months,

1301. Aze mnany fish carried up to Windsor? I do not think so, unless they ave taken by rail ; when the
river was open the fishermen used to get a living there. ' -
1302, Chasrman.] What is the fishing season in the Hawkesbury River ? They fish all the year round.
1803. Is there not a particular season during which the fishermen engage themselves more actively than
doring any other season? T do not think so; in winter the fish go up the river in large shoals, and in
summer they come down in what fishermen eall the mullet season, when the spawning time comes on.
April is the great spawning month.

13804, Are the spawning-grounds up the tributaries of the Hawkesbury ? Yes; I believe they lay their
gpawn in the mouths of the rivers and =o on.

1305. So that the main river might be opened farther up than at the present time ? The spawning is done
on the lower part of the river, not above Bar Point, where it is closed ak present.

1306. Then what is the object of closing the river above Bar Point? A lot of the young fish resort
there. The Upper Hawkesbury is of large extent, and there are young fish up there everywhere. -
1307. AMr. Ritchie.] When a man wants a licenso for fishing do you recommend him? No; he applies to
the head office in Sydney,

1308. Do you get instructions from the Commission, stating that he has been licensed? INo; on some
oceastons I may get a list of the fishermen who have been licensed. '

1809. Do you frequently report your doings to the Commission? Yes; I make weekly and monthly
reports on the fisheries and oyster-fisheries.

1310. Do the Commission give you any instructions whatever?  Yes, through the Secretary.

1311. What arc the instructions as a rule? Somefimes about the cyster diseage. I have been trying to
got the worms which were found in the oysters to put in spirits. :

1812. Do they give you any instructions with regard to looking after particular work, suchas oyster-
cutture and fishing? No; unless any particular eases come under their notice or anything has been.
réported to them. L _

1818. By, Stevenson.] Your dubty never earries you beyond Bar Point P T must go into the closed waters
sometimes to see if anybody is fishing there. .

1314. Did you not say that you had not been up to M‘Donald or Wiseman's Ferry for the last six months ?
1 think I staied that as an average. ~ In winter time, when the fish go up the river, I go up a good deal—
generally at night.

1815. How can you say there is no good hauling-ground above Mangrove Creek if you never go theve?
from long practicil experience I know where all the hauling-grounds are. _
1816. Yet you say it is necessary to go up to the closed waters occasionally ?  There is plenty of fish up
there, but they must use meshing-nets. ' :
1817, Axe the fish too small? No ; there are great shoals of mullet up there.
1818. Whal is the objeei of closing the waters I you say there are no good hauling-grounds abeve
Mangrove Creel ? T wish to protect those parts for breeding.

13819, Seeing that there is such a large extent of river, 60 miles, exclnsive of tribularies, what is the
necessity for closing all that? No particular reason. ‘ '
1320, Chairman.] Do you not think that it might be opened for a considerable distance farther up the
river, say to Wiseman's Ferry, without any injury ? There would not be much harm in extending the
open water if you took my advice and made the mesh a little larger in the bunt. :
1321. Mpr. Stevenson.] Have you evor hesrd complaints from the fishermen that there is too little water

given to them ? Yes; because at one time the river was closed fo the railway bridge and there was very

little ground left. o )
1322. May not a great deal of hauling be done on the closed waters without your knowledgs, seeing that
there is about 60 miles of water withoub any supervision ? Yes.

1328. Would it therefore not be better to open the river for legitimate fishermen, even if it was necessary
to have two inspectors? Meshing-nets would have to be nsed up there. . For men who fish for the
Sydney market they are quite far enough when they are at Mangrove Creek. There is one matter
which I should like to suggest to the Committee—that is with reference. to the spawning season for the

mullet. Mullet is our great staple fish. In April they are fully roed, and T think they ought not %o be’

caught when they are like that. _ .

1824, M. Ritchie.] What months would you close? Only the month of April.

1825. Would not that entail very great hardship on the fishermen ? They would have to catch other fish.
1826. My, Stevenson.] How could that be carried out? That would do more good than all the closing

that is carried out now. ) .
1327, But how could you do that? I refer to the shoals of mullet which come in the harbours. Tons

of them come in,
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TUESDAY, 9 JULY, 1889.

Presenf:—
Mz FRANK FARNELL, Mz, O’'SULIIVAN,
Mr, HOWDE, Mz. WILLIAM STEPHEN,
Mz RITCHIE, Mer. SEAVER,

Mzp, STEVENSON.
TRANK FARNELL, Egq., Ixn vHE CHAIR.

My, James Charles White called i1, sworn, and examined :—

Mr.
J. C. White. 1328. Chairman.] Were you at one time connected with the Fisheries Depariment? Yes; I was

assigtant inspector at Port Stephens,

A
9 July, 1889. 1329, When were you appointed ? 1 think it was about five years ago—two years previous to Mr. Otway’s

1353. Do you not think that the present sysbom of leasing might be improved by letting the whole hank

appontment.

1330. How long did you oceupy that position? About two years. :

138L. Were your duties confined principally to the fisheries about Port Stephens 7 Yes, to Tort
Stephens only. ) ‘ '

1882. Are there great quantities of fish caught there and sent fo the Sydney market? Yes.

-1888. Also oysters? Yes, and crayfish. Port Stephens is the principal depdb for crayfish.

1834. How are they sent to Sydney ?  Generally speaking the steamer “Kingsley” brings the crayfish
and oysters, but there are small timber ketches on the Myall River which bring oysters from some of the
beds there. They bring oysters to Sydney, and there is no check whatever on them. I donot think they
even. paid the royalty when it was in force. y
1835. Have you heard any complaints made by fishermen in that district as to the unjustoperation of
the Fisheries Act? No; T had not very much todo with the fishermen themselves. T did not know who
held a license and who did not. I knew who held licenses for oysters, because T put the area down on a
map and sent a skeich of the area to the Board in Sydnmey. I prosecuted a few of the fishermen
occasionally for having anillegal mesh of net.

1836. Do you remember what was done with those nets? No; except that they were confiscated.

1337. Did you ever make any recommendations to the Commission in Sydney with regard to affording
greater facilities to the fishermen? T do not think so.

1388, Were you cver.asked to do so by the Commission? No.

1839, What sors of fish are generslly caught in Port Stephens? Gensrally maliet, blackfish, whiting,
bream, and jew-fish oceasionally. Schnapper is not cénght there by pet. |

1840. Do you think thst the fish eaught at Port Stephens are brought fresh to the Sydney market? I
can only answer that question in this way: The * Kingsley” is in the habit of leaving Port Stephens in
the summer at 6 or 7 o’cleck in the evening, and she always waits for the boats to come in. 1 believe
that the boats do not go to fish in summer until 12 or 2 o’clock, but in winter T have known the fishing-
boats up the harbour, near Tahlee, to catch fish overnight. Those fish go down to Newcastle at 12 or
1 ¢’clock the following day, and they do not get into Bydney until the day after.

1341. So that if the atmosphere were close they would he Iikely to go bad? Yes; a great many of them
are completely spoiled. Dalton dees not take payment for bringing fish down, but he takes a s{are after
they are gold mn the market, and he fells me that he often loses very heavily. ,
1342. Have you ever heard any complaints made by Dalten or by the fishermen as fo the bad accommo-
dation afforded to them in the market for the sale of fish? Yes; I have heard a great deal about the fish
being stolen while they are being eonveyed to the market. I have heard of instances where the carts had
stopped and people have come out with baskets and taken the fish. :
1348, Where do the steamers which bring the fish heave to? They go alongside their own wharves—mnone
of them at Woolloomooloo. All the fish are sent from Porg Stephens either by the Newcastle Company
or the Hunter River Company’s boats, '

1344. Would it not be more convenient for the public as well as for the fishermen to have another fish
depdt somewhere at Darling Harbour for the sale of fish? Yes; I think that would be s geod idea. Tt
would be betler than the present market. T think that the sooner the fish are disposed of after their
axrrival in Sydney the better it would be for the public generally.

1845, Do you know any of the Commissioners 7 The only one I know is Dr, Cox.

1346. As assistant inspector, you had not much power vested in you? No power at all. I had the
greatest trouble when I tried to convict a man before a magistrate. They would not go on this Act at
all. They could not find out on what clause T was prosecuting under, or anything,

1847, Do you think it would not be much better and move satisfactory if the inspectors and assistant
ingpeetors were charged with some powers without reference to the Commission atall? I am quite sure of 1f.
1348. You have had a good deal of experience in connection with oyster-culture? At Porb Stephens
only, T have been there now for fifty-nine years.

1349. Is it not a fact that the best oysters produced on the eastern coast come from Port Stephens?
They are always in demand, but I cannot say whether they are the best, not having sufficient knowledge
of the other beds. . ) '

1850, Can you say that at the present time they are very prolific beds ? Thers is a disease ‘amongst all
the oysters resting on the black mud. : _ ‘
13851, If you say that there has been a decrease in the number of oysters at Port Stephens, how do you
account for that fact? One resson is that there has been a great deal of stealing going on. TUnder the
15th clause of the Fisheries Act anyone has power to go where he likes, provided he is not on leased
ground. All that he has to say is that he is taking the oysters for his own use, eonsequently the Govern.
ment beds are all denuded. The good oysters are sent away, and the small oysters are put on his own
beds. - I kmow that is the practice in Port Stephens. My son has never done'it, . He has set his face
against it He has got 4 or 5 miles of oyster-beds under lease, and he depends upon his own oysters;
1852. Is he ever troubled with people pilfering those oysters at any time? If it were known that the
oysters were stolen of course he would look out for it, but T have seen men at other people’s beds taking
away the oysters. I have seen thein doing so from the verandah of my son’s house.

of
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of a Tiver or 4 tributary to one man ? Yes. Curiously enongh I was agked my opinion with reference to
this matter when I was at Auckland the other day. I was ssked how the Oyster Act was worked in New
South Wales. T made a recommendation in accordance with what you have just suggested. For
instance, there is a place called Whengarei, about 80 mileg north of Auckland, from which a great many
oysters are brought to Auckland and thence sent on to Sydney. T recommended that they should divide
that place into four or six sections, giving one section to one individual. That would be by far the
better plan 1o adopt here. The great evil of the present system is this: There are two or three long
reaches on a viver. A man will take up 100 yards at the top, another in the centre, and another down
below. When I would be on tho fook-out for oyster-thieving, going up the river, I would see a man
eoming down with oysters, and T knew it to be a fact that on some of those beds there were no oysters at
all. 11 I pulled the man up he would say, “I got the oysters from my bed up at the top of the river,”
and I could not contradiet him. No one ean swear to an oyster.
1854. Do you think it would be better to do away with the provision which allows a man to take up
indiscriminately leases for 100 yards heve, there, and everywhere? Yes, it would he far better, and I
should certainly advocate the systemn which you have suggested. Tor instance, there is the north arm ab
Port Btephens, which is a shect of water Detween 2 and 3 miles long, with oyster-beds all reund it.
f'[f that were divided into two parts, one man might take up the east side and another man the west side, and
it would then be worth while for the lesses to employ a person to look after his oyster-beds.
1355. How do you aceount for the disease in the oysters? When I was the assistant inspector I sent a
report to the Commission about it, and no doubt it could be found in the office now. My opinion is that
this disease exists only in the black mud. One of the mosé protific bedsin Port Stephens belongs to a
man named Joss. That man, T suppose, has made sbout £1,000 from his beds, but Iatterly his oysters are
all diseased. A little red worm attacks the oyster. Tt does not get into the oyster itself, but it burrows
through the shell, and lies between the shell and the pearly part inside. When you open that with a
penknife the smell is horrible.
1856. Do you think the seasons have a great deal to do with the state of the oyster-beds? I do not
think so. All you have to do is to allow your oysters to get old enough—say two' to three years. I do
not think the seasons have anything to do with .  Fresh water has,
1357. That is what I mean? The rain affects them to a degree, but you seldom see floods up there.
Another great thing againsi oyster-breeding properly in this country is the facility which emsts for
introducing the New Zealand oysters. "When I came across a few weeks ago, in the steamer “ Manapouri,”
there wera 300 bags of oysters on deck. When T examined a few of them I found that they were nob
worth anything. They were perfeetly useless as eating-oysters. They are selling in Sydney for half.a-
crown & bag, Now yeu can get them for 154, a bag of 8 bushels, while my son’s oysters have been selling
at 458, per bag. :
1258. Are there many lessees of oyster-beds at Port Stephens? A great many. I think the term is for
fifteen years, but at the time the beds were taken up originally 1do not think if was known what period of
lease would be granted, and I know that several of the parties stripped their beds after the first year, and
then threw up their leases, Whether they ecan be made Lo pay or not now I do not know.
1359. Ts there any imprevement which you ean suggest in the working of the TFisheries Act? I think
there i a great deal of red tapo abount the administration. If yon make a suggestion sboub anything you
cannot get & reply for a very long time. I know that in one case there were three abortive sittings of
the Commission before T could get a reply to any of them, I think it would bs better if the work were
vested in one trusty man. ) :
1360, Do you think it would be desirable to abolish the Commission altogether? Yes. Asfaras T ean
see, Dr. Cox is about the principal man in the present Commission, .
1361, Mr. Blephen.]| Did you say that the disease in 0ysters was confined 4o the mnd-oysters ? No; to
oysters deposited on the mud-beds. They are quite different from the mud-oyster, which we do mnot eat,
The mnd-oyster is very large. There are beds in the river which are from 12 to 15 feet desp.” The
deposit on those beds generally is of gravel. QCeceasionally mud is brought dewn, and it covers over the
gravel, and that is the time when the oysters get diseased. They ave splendid before they are covered
with a cozting of mud, ‘
13862, Ls there any distinction betwesn the oysters gob in the beds of that description and those gob on
“the rocks ? The rock-oysters ave quite different. These are what we call drift-oysters. The spatisbrought
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down, and it lodges on the loose stones, not rocks. ‘Fhey propagate among the stones. The rock-oysters

eluster one on top of the cther, and are quite different. .

1363. You think that this dizease does not affect therock-oystery at all? I kuow that it does not, because I
tried it myself on my son's beds. There is an island in front of Tahlee, and he has got the whole of that.
It is 600 or 700 vards in eircumference, with rock-oysters all round. There is just about 18 iuches of
watber at low-water, and the oysters are quite good on that sand-bank, until they drop on to the mud,
1364. Are they shifted frem the sandy deposits during floods ? They are shifted when the water is very
rough. :

1865. Can you suggest any remedy for this disease? No.-
1866. Po you think there is mo possibility of discovering any remedy for thiy worm disease? Yam
afraid not. Tf it appeared ameng any of my oysters I would shift them and put them on drift-beds.

1367. Are you aware that when nets have been seized they have been sold again to fishermen? No; I
have never heard of that. ‘ :

1368. Have you any knowledge of what becomes of the mnets after they are seized? I saw several of
them in the office, and I recommended that they should give one or two of them to the blackfellows at
Port Stephens, who have no means of getting a living. : ' :
1369, Do you know if they cut up the nets so as to make them legal for some other purpose? T donot
know that that can be done, because the nets are all woven fogether in a piece.

1870. Do you think that an illegal net could not be made legal for any other sort of fishing? Nets are.

seized hecause the mesh is very small, and I do not see how you conld make a big mesh out of a small
one, :
1871. Have you had much experience of net-fishing at Port Stephens ? I have seen a good deel of it.
1872. Are you aware that the mesh will shrink a great deal, for instance, after tanning? In tanning a
net wiil shrink, but it expands afterwards when in constant use. : .

’ 1378.
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1378. Then the shrinkage caused by tanning is not permanent? No; in my opinion it will stretch to its

T
- C O Whike 3o 4019] size afterwards, : ' -
1874. Do you think that neis will shrink to some extent after they are first used ? I am quite sure of it.

§ July, 1889, Bverything will shrink in fanning. I have travelled a good deal throughout the country, and I always £
tanmed my tents to prevent the hlackfellows from seeing them, and I found thab they always shrank a
good deal.

1875. If 2 net has been passed as legal, and through fanning it has become smaller than the legal size,r do
you think that it should always be considered legal after having been once pronounced to be legal?  Yes,
cerfainly ; provided it has been passed as legal originally.

1376. 3fr. O’8ullivan.] Is oyster-culture earried on at Port Stephens or any other place where you have
had jurisdietion with the most modern means? No; I think there is very little culfure at all. It is left
wore o its nabural course.

1877. 1 suppose you have heard of the way in whieh the French carry oub their oyster-farms P Yes.
1378. IIave you anything like those oyster farms cut here 7 Nothing at all. . ]

1379. Everything is carried on in & primitive fashion? Everything is left to nature. I think a great
deal might be done in the way you suggest. . A
1880. Do you think that by the importation of a few experts we could encourage or establish scientifie
oyster-culture? Yes; I think that ought to be done.

1381. Do yon think it wonld be worth while for the Government to underiake to get out a few experts
from France? Yes; provided the matier was carried out as the Chairman has suggested—that is, that
lzu'lge areas should be granted to the lessees. It would then be worth a man’s while to go into oyster-
culture, .

Mr. Frederick William Smithers called in, sworn, and examined :—

Mr. B.W. 1382, Ohairman.] What position do you oceupy P Travelling Inspector in the Fisheries Department.
Smithers, 1383 What do you mean by that? I am outside supervising officer for the Commissioners.
9 mg 1384. How long have you held that position ? Twelve months.

Y. 2597 1885, Did you hold any position under the Commission previously? Yes. Since 1852 I have been
Assigtant Inspector of Fisheries.
1886. Where were your duties confined to duviug that period ? T'o Twofold Bay and Port Stephons. I
had charge from Cape Howe to Tuross River.
1887. I suppose you are aware of tho object of this Committee ? Yes—to elieit information.
1588. In connection with the working of the Fisheries Act? Yes.
1889. In your position have you come into contact with a greab many fishermen and oysterlessees P Yes.
1390, Where are your duties confined to now ? Anywhere in the Colony. :
1891. Do you visit at any time wherever you are required to go at the instance of the Commission? Yes.
1892. Can you explain the nature of your duties? At the present time, if there is anything wrong as
reported by an-inspector, I have to go and malke inquiries. If there is supposed to be any breach of the
Fisheries Act, I am sent to see if the report is true or not.
1393. You are not sent as any special advocate or agent on the part of the Commission to prosecute in any
case at the Pelice Courts? No.
1804, Have you taken any particular interest in the fishing industry? Yes.
1895, Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly, and have given satis-
faction to the people that earry on their callings as fishermen and oystermen? 1 do not think the
Tisheries Act has worked st all. , :
1896. In what respects has the Act worked disadvantagecusly or unsatisfactorily P As it ia at the present
time the fishermen have the best of it if they only knew if, beeause the Act is 50 loose in so many sections.
1397. But at the same time there are provisions in the Fisheries Act which do operate very unjustly with
regard to the fishermen? I ean hardly say that, but they would be if they were carried out i full
vigour by the inspectors. :
1328. But inspectors are not charged with any special powers, are they P No; I am sorry to say they are
not.
1899. Do you think that it would he much better to charge the inspectors with more power, instead of its
being & matter of necessity to refer cases which come under their notice to the Commission before any
action s taken P 1 think that would be very much to the advantage of the whele community.

-1400. Would it be better, in your opinion, with regard to the closing of certain portions of rivers and
tributaries, and also as to the leasing of oyster-beds, that the matter should be left under the control and 1o
the diseretion of the local imspectors? ~ I do, most decidedly. - Licenses are not issued under the
ingpectors. .

1401, Have you had many complaints brought under your notice by the fishermen or oyster Jessees? By
oyster lessees 1 have. :
%4.'02. _tW"ha,t wore their complaints? That the Act treated them very badly—that they got no proteetion

rom if,

1403. How do you account for their eemplaints—was it _on account of the administration of - the Aet, or -
on aceount of the provisions of the Act, which give people power to take up indiscriminately 100 yards of
a river here, there, and everywhere? It is on account of the Act itself in many respects. Under seckions
9 and 11 people can go and rob one another with impunity. If you are an applicant for an oyster lease
you may pay down £10 for 1,000 yards, and I, as a private individual, can go and take every oyster on the
Iand you have applied for, whereas if you take one oyster off that ground you can be fined £50. Of
course the lessees do not like that. The Act is to blame for that. S
1404. With regard to the leasing system in connection with oyster-culture, do you not think it world be
better to have a provision so that oue side of a river, or a large portion of it, might be giver to one lessee,

" instead of allowing people to take up 100 yards here and there mndiscriminately ? ~ Cerbainly. '
1405. Has not a great deal of pilfering taken place owing fo the present system? Yes. Pilfering has
been one of the greatest curses of the Colony.

1406. Have you ab any time brought under the notice of the Commissieners proposals to remedy any
defecty or grievances alleged to exist in connection with the Fisheries Act or the Oyster Fisheries Act?
Yes; I have drawn the Secretary’s attention to them. 1407.
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1407. In those eases to which you have drawn the attention of the Secretary, have they been remedied, or
have your recommendations been earried out? They have been earried out so far as that the Secretary
drew up a new Bill, which he very kindly showed to me, and asked me to look through, which I did. I
have not seen it since then, :

1408. Do you know the members of the Commission ? Yes.

1409. Do you ever come into econtact with them ?  Yes, frequentiy.

1410. You come into contact more dircetly with Mr. Thompson, and through him you malke your recom-
mendations? Yes; but he will not do anything until be sees the Comumissioners, He refers me to the
Commissioners if T want anything.

1411. There is a provision in the Wisheries Aet giving an inspector power to seize nebts of an unlawful
mesh ;—have you had many of those cases brought under your notice ? Nobt many ; but T have had some.
1412, What is done with the nets after they are seized? They are brought down to the oflice, and after
remaining there among the rats they are cut up and sold,

1418. s it not a fact that some nols seized have, in some instances, been sold at the Commissioners’ will,.

while in other cases they have been allowed to rot? They are always kept for sixty days; then they are
sold.

1414, Would they not be likely to rot during that time? Yes. Sometimes they are kept more than
sixty days—it might he 120 days. , :
1415. When a net hag once been passed as legal under the provisions of the Tisheries Act, do you not
think that it should always be considered legal P No.

1416, Is it not a fact that a net after being used shrinks ?  Yes,

1417, Doyoun think it wounld nof be rather hard on a fisherman if, after he had used a net for a certain
time, to punish him for being in possession of & net which had been passed as legal? No. ¥e should
firgt get a net somewhat larger than the legal mesh, so as to allow for shrinkage, otherwise the destruction
of fish would be very great. A man would always say that his net had been passed as legal, and we could
not identify the net afterwards. .

1418, Do you not think it would be better to have a provision to punish people for bringing under-sized
fish to market, rather than be so pavticular as to the mesh of the net? No; because there would be
great destruection of small fish, although the provision might be carried out very strictly at the market.
At Tuggerah Lalces, where nets have been hauled ashore, I have seen thousands of small fish thrown on
the beach to rof.

1419. Do you come into contact with everyone of the officers of the department? Yes.

1420. Do you think they are all required ¥  I¥o-—that is if each inspector had to do his own work.

1421. Do not you think it wonld be better to locate those men on the parbicular rivers over which they
have control ;—for instance, in Sydney, do you not think that the inspectors, who have eontrol over the
Parramatta and Lane Cove Rivers, should be located on these vivers P Certainly, .

1422, Do you think it would be better to apply that rule in all cases? Yes, in all cases the inspectors
should be right upon their work. = - :

1423, How long has the Hawkesbury River been closed? I know it was closed when I came to Sydney
two years ago. . . _
1424, Are you aware of any complaint having been made as to the limited space given to the fishermen
on that river to carry on their avocation? Yes; complaints were made about the beginning of this year.
1425. I think a complaint was made by myself? Yes, .

1426. In response to that complaint did you and the Secretary visit the Hawkesbury River? I went up

there. :
1427, 'What was the result of your visit? I reported that a certain portion shonld be opened to the

fishermen.

1428. 'Was your recommendation earried ous P Nof that T am aware of, I reported, and I saw nothing
of it afterwards,

1429. Do you know the Hawkesbury well? Yes,

1480. Do you think that the main river might be opened, while the tributaries wmight be closed, for fish-
breeding ; and do you think that that might apply to all other rivers # Not in all cases. In the Hawkes.
bury, for ingtance, there is a very small area of breeding-ground in the main river, but Mangrove Creek is
a good breeding-place; and on the right, between Bar Pomnt and Mangrove, there is a strefch of 4 miles
which is a very good place for the produetion of young fish. I should not like to see that bit opened.
1431, Do not you think that much more space conld be given to fishermen without any injury being done
to the fish or to the public? Yes. ' _ '

1432. Do you know the Parramatta River weil? Yes

1433. Iz it now closed from the vehicular bridge fo its source—do you not thinlk that those waters could
be well extended to the railway-bridge at Byde ? I see no objection o opening it as far as. Ryde. .
14384, The breeding-grounds are entirely above the railway-bridge? Yes; at the same fime opening the
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railway-bridge to Ryde would open a very good nursery at Hen and Chicken Bay, Thatis almost as good
.y g ¥ P ¥ y ‘ ¥ g

a nursery as the Homebush Flats.
1435. But there is not much flat in Hen and Chicken Bay? There is a good deal of breeding-ground

around the sides of that bay, but at the same time I would not object to opening the river to the bridge
at Ryde. - .
14:36? Po you not think that the Gascoynes, on the Parramatta River, have heen rather harshly treated ? ¥
do not think so. Tou are probably not aware of the eircumstances, which are that those fishermen Iocated
. themselves on the river twenty-five years ago. They have been carrying on their avocations over
that peried, and for the last four or five years they have been confined to certsin waters, whereas 2 few
years ago they had the whole of the river open to them, so that they could supply with fresh fish the
residents of the northern side of the river, as well as thoss on the southern side and at Parramatta. Now,
owing to the closing of the waters, these people are debarred from enjoying the luxury of fresh fish in the
morning. ,
1437. ]%.o vou not think, in. order to supply those people in the places I have mentioned with fresh fish,
the area of open waters ought to be extended as far as the ralway-bridge at Ryde? Yes; I do nob
object 1o the river being opened as far as the railway-bridge at Ryde. :
© 1438, Do vou think that the fish-market at Woolloomooleo isadequate for the requirements of fishermen ?

Very far from it 1439,
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1439. Do you believe that the supervision is good? No; T have had experience of that market, earrying
fish with Dralton from 1879 to 1882, and I saw the way the fish were treated there.
1440. Of course you are aware of the mode of transmitling fish from the different rivers? Yes.
1441. Does it come prineipally Dy steamor? Yes; bub & good deal comes by tran now
Northern Districts. ]
1442, In. what eondition does the fish arrive ? Tt arrives in goed order just ab present, but in sumner
the fish arrives in muggy condition.  For that a good deal of blame rests with the fishermen.
1443. Have vou cver heard the fishermen complain that their original consignments have considerably
decreased by the time they reached the Sydney market? Certainly. I saw thab years ago, and it s the
same now. Pilfering goes on in the carts and in the markeis every morning. Here is an instance that
has come to my knowledge: A fortnight age a man ab Broken Bay sent up bwelve baskets of ﬁ_sh, and
when his enipty baskets came back to him he found half a basketful of his own fine whiting. It is dene
in this way : A man takes up a basket in the market and throws down a few fish herc and o few fish tl.ae_re,
leaving a few nice whiting at the bottem of the basket. Some people Lelp themselves to these whiting
that are left and the fishermen are the sufferers.
1444, Do you think that this is due to improper supervision? Yes. I hold that the Government ought
to have an officer in the market to see that the fishermen are not robbed. It is no good for the fishermen
trying to protect themselves. T think that some protection might be obtained if the following plan were
adopted :—The fishermen might put tape round their baskels and seal the tape with wax, or they might
Iock up their baskets and they should not be opened in Sydney until just befere the sale.
1445, 1 suppose it would not pay a fisherman to come down with his own fish? No, because a man
might sometimes have twelve baskets of fish but at other times only two baskets. There is no donbt he
is robbed ab present, and the public also suffer, because in the market every morning the fish are
positively spat upon by half the larrikins of the eity. A crowd of people walk all over the fish and spit
on it )
1448, Have they not raised tables there? Nothing at all. The fish is sold on the floor.
1447. 8o that if Inspectors Seymour and Mulhall say that the market is adequate for the requirements of
the public, that the interests of the public are protected with regard to cleanliness and health, they are
not correct in their statements ? No, very far from it. Half of the market ought to be railed off, so as
to keep the public outside and away from the fish. ' .
1448. What is the floor composed of ¥ Stone or concrete.
1449. Are there no marble slab tables? There are some tables on which the fish are cleaned.
1450. Do they permit the cleaning of fish at the market? Yes; the fish-dealers ave allowed to do so by
paying se much for the use of a small table with the water laid on.
1451. Can you give the Committee an idea as to the mode of disposing of the fish, from the time it leaves
the fishermen until it gets into the hands of the public? The fish, for instance, comes from Broken Bay,
where it is put on board a steamer and brought to Syduey in good order. Then it is handed over to the
carter, in whose tender mercies it remains for 5 or 10 minutes. It iy brought up to the market, pub
ouf on the floor, a few choice fish being left at the bottom of the baskets, which go as pickings. Some of
the fish may be left there all night, whilst some may be there only a few minutes before the sale. Then
the fish is put up for sale by anetion. The people erowd all round knocking each other over the heaps.
Any morning you go there you will find a couple of hundred pecple ireading on the fish. They are then
put into dirty baskets, with a diriy bag thrown over them, and very frequently they aro taken down and
washed in the dirty waters of Woolloomooloe Bay. There are cases in which the fisherman only get 1s.
6d. a heap for their fish, but the public do not get the advantage of that. The fisherman gets nothing,
and only the dealer gainsanything by 1. Here is a case which has come to my knowledge: A man went
to the market at 4 o’clock instead of 5, and when he got there one of the carters said to him, “ I have got -
a basket of fish, will you take it#” : '
1452, Where did he get those fish? Of course from some poor unfertunste fisherman.
1453. Do many schnapper come inte the market? Ne. .
1454. Are the schnapper caught by a line? ot ail of them. ¥ have frequently seen them eaught with
nets at Lake Macquarie.. :
1455. Is fish which is caught by net likely to remain fresh longer than fish cavght with bait? Yes; if
the baib is fresh the fish will keep, but if the baitis bad it will turn the fish immediately. Fish caught
in water that is not very salt will not lagt so long ae fish caught in salt water. '
1456. In 1886 an Act was passed prohibiting net-fishing in Port Hacking ;—do you think that that was
a wise provision ¥ o ; they might have opened it up as far as the Spit. ;
1457. As far as oyster-culbure in Port Hacking is concerned the law is inoperative ? - Yes.
1458, An Act was passed by the last Parliament to protect fish in inland waters;—have you directed your
attention to the application of that Act? Not as yet. :
1459, Have the Cgmmission directed you to take any steps P No; the ondy thing ¥ have done has heen
to put trout in some of the waters.
1460. Are you aware that tons of fish are caught in the Murray River and sent to Melbourne? Yes;
and they are caught with dynamite too. '
1461. Do you not think it would be wise on the part of the Government to establish anether fish-market,
say on the Darling Harbour side P I think if wounld be advisable to do so near the railway station. That
would also be a greab advantage when the fish from Wollongong are sent down by rail. -
1462. Would that be more convenient to the public, and at the same time give more security fo fisher-
men in protecting their fish?  Yes; it would be a very great benefit to the publie.
1468. Have you taken any interest in trawling for fish?  Yes. .
1464. Do you think that that could be carried on on our coasts? Yes; I am certain of it.
1465. Are you aware of its having been. izied at any time? It wagiried once in Botany about three
months ago. T iried it down at Green Cape about six weeks ago, but I was unfortunate in getting bad
weather, and therefore I was not successful, but I am going away again in a fortnight to trawl in
Disaster Bay. . ' _ .
1466. With regard to the oyster-beds, do you think it would be a geod idea to cloge all the rivers and
beds, say, for three years; in order to resuscitate the oysters ? No. I think it would be far better if we
1et the oyster-beds ab reduced rentals, ro as to have them all taken up and the grounds worked.

' ’ ' 1467.
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1467. Are you aware that there is a disense at present amongst the oysters ? Yes; in some of the rivers,
1468. Do you know the natore of it ?  Yes; the worm disease. _ )
1469. Can you suggest any remedy ?  The only way is to clesr the oyster-beds. The mud has got into
the oysters; the eggs of the worm have got in with the mud, and they have bred inside the oyster.
There is none of the worm disease in the southern distriet. The oysters there ave all off the mud on a
rubble hottom. :
1470. Do you know George’s River? Yes,
1471. Do you not think that might be opened up so as to give the fishermen more room ? I hardly
think so.
1472. Are you aware that ten or twelve years ago you could catch as many fish as you liked with a line
up the Parramatta River ? Yes. T have been told that you could eateh them with a line many years ago.
1473. Ave you aware that ab present it would be very difficult to cateh one fish there in a day, and
perhaps you might not even catch one? Yes; but ab the same time thers ave plenty of nef-fish there.
© Before 1 left here i 1882 T went up the river, and the fish were rather scaree, bub when 1 came back two
years ago to this district I was surprised to see the quantity of fish nup the river. There is any quantity
of net fish there. I think too much feed comes down to allow fishing with a line.
1474. Do you know the Moruya District? Yes; the fish are plentiful along the coast theve.
1475. Do many fish come from there to Syduey ? No, very few.
1476. Tish come in different ways, fresh, dried, and smoked? Yes.
1477. Are you aware that an industry is carried on thers by drying the fish and sending them to market
and that it pays very well ? Yes; T was down at Melagoots, in Victoria, and I found $haf they had a very
fine fish-preserving industry there. They can the fish.
1478. You say you know the Commissioners ;—do you know of their having made auny special visits to the
differeat grounds throughout the Colony ¥ Noj; I made one visif, I think, aloul two months ago, out to
Botany, and once I went oub with Dr. Cox to Pert Hacking, to look into the salmon disease, or what is
supposed to be the trout disease out there.
1479. Who recommends the closing of the waters—the inspectors or the persons in the ofice? Persons
in the office I think, _ : )
1480. Just by looking at the plans without consulting the inspecbors ¥ Yes, that is it.
1481, Why wag Middle Harbour opened? I know it was closed and it was opened the next weel.
1482. T suppose voudo not know anything about the appointment of inspectors, as to how their appomt-
ments are hrought about, on whese recommendation, and soon?  No.
1483. Are all the inspectors practizal men? I¥o. ,
1484. Do you think that it would be much Detier for the department if all the men employed were
practical men P Yes; but you would not want to get the fishermen themselves as inspectors,
1485. Do you not think it would be better for the inspectors themselves to issue licenses instead of that
being done at the head office ? Certainly ; the imspector would then know what is going on. The sameo
should be done with regard to the oystor leases.
1486. Do you know Mzr. Woodwaid ¥ Yes.
1487, Hag he a large nnmber of oyster leases ? Yes.
1488. Has he fulfilled the conditions of every one of them? I do not know; I have had very little to do
with the leases. ' : ;
1489. At the same time do you know that he is one of the largest oyster lessecs P Yes.
1490. Is there a steam-launch ai the disposal of the Fisheries Department ? They eall it a steam-launch.
1491, Do you ever use it? Yes, we went round to Broken Bay in her onee, but that is the last trip T
ghall make in her outside the heads. o A : '
1492, Is she a proper hoat for that kind of work? No; she is unsafe. With regard to oyster-culture,
I would suggest that the rent should be reduced, and that the lessees should be compelled to have spab
collectors. At present we have no way of preserving spaf. The spat is allowed to drift away, to be
waghed away, or to be destroyed by fish. : '
1498. How long does it take an oyster to be estable from the time of the spai P ¥n some places it may be
two years. I have known an oyster to be fit for the market in that time. It all depends upon the water.
In some places it takes four year. :

. 1494, Can you give the Committec a statement of your views as to what should be done with regard to

* oyster-culture ?  Yes; I beg leave to submit the following statement which I have prepared:— 1 first
poiub out that there is no inducement given to persons to take up and keep leases, and the most fatal
part of it iz the rental of £1 for 100 yards, as must be seen by any ordinary or disinterested observer,
£1 per 100 yards is the rental claimed for ail places, whether good or bad ground—that is, oyster-
bearing or not. The consequence is that A takes up 2,000 yards in a first-class oyster-bearing ground,
from which he obtains (say)} 150 bags of oysters per annum—his rent is £20 per year. B has2,000 yards
at the same rent in ancther river where there are less oysters growing—he gets, say forby bage from this
ared. { has 2,000 yards at the same rent, upon which there are but few oysters—he gets fifteen bags
per year. D would take up 2,000 yards in a place where there are no oysters to try and cultivate, but
the rent being the same, £20—therefore, on the face of this, why charge the same rental throughout ?

‘Whilst granting that some of the leases are fully worth £1, or perhaps more, per 100 yards, whilst others’

are really not werth more than 2. 6d. per 1,000 yards, it might be that C would take up the 2,000 yards,
-and have to buy his oysters to lay down for spawning purposes; hence it will be, under very favourable
circumstances, four veary before he could get a rettirn—this means £80 for rent already. Would a
person take a lease of orchard properties and as I describe below at equal rents. One orchard, already
with fruit-bearing to large extent, on splendid land ; another of equal area, but less trees, and ground
not as good; another same. size area, with wmo treee at all. Could the poor man afford this
outlay? I assert that it is to the small man we must eventually look to for eur supply of
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oysters.  If inducement were given we might hope for farmers and others who have ‘their -

homes on the banks of rivers or lakes, who might then combine agriculture with oyster-culture,
and be a benefit to their families, hesides to the benefit of our revehue, as all lands wonld
then be taken up, and not left to the mercy of the man of means. But let us frust to
the poor man to take up the areas the same as the selector populates the Colomy. The remedy
is, the introduction of a nominal rent-—say 2s. 6d. or 5s. per 100 yards ull round, whether good or bad

) : land;



on oysters removed from the lease. Thiswould be payment
airly with all parties, making them pay according $o the
9 mg production of their ground, as I have clearly shown in the holdings of A, B, U, and D, which prove unegual
ok *rights for the same rent—a loss to the Revenue, and injustice to these who were not fortunate enough to
get the choice beds already well stocked with oysters, from which returns could be obtained at once—
whilst his less forfunate companion hag to wait for years for even & smail result.  How then can the rent
be found ?  Only by taking oysters off his bed where they are bub few already, and sclling them, thus
impoverishing his bed still more. And further than this—he must take the parent oyster from which he
(i shonld look for the supply of spat. This cannot be called inducement to persons to go in for oyster-
!.]‘f : culture. Considering the large amount of foreshore which would be taken up at reduced rvents, and the
j:‘ : benefit it would be to a large number of families, is it not worth trying ¥ As o watter of fact what have
i we done ¥ Have we increased our supply wnder the present Act? If not, after eight years, is it not
B ? time to change our Act ? Before going further I must not omit to draw attention to s very important
et matter, viz. : in oyster-culturing~the salinity of the water. To give some of our lakes the salinity
i required, large pipes might be used to let the salt waler into the Jakes already closed up from the sea.
i Another suegestion which must not be overlooked is that applicants for oyster-culture shiould have two
bondsmen. This would help to have the vyster-beds worked more honestly. Tho next step, besides the
reduced rent, is of an important natere, 1tis that every lessee should be compelled to have upon hislease a
spat collector, the kind to be appraved of by the Commissioners and inspectors. My suggestion is that it
should be made in proportion to the size of the lease—say 20 square yards to every 100 yardsleased, up to 500
vards, then at the rate of 10 square yards to every additional 100 yardsleased, except in cases wherein lessees
may have a very large number of leases, or extra large aveas, or in cases wherein the salinity of the water
may not be considered suitable for spawning purposes ; then if sufficientreason be shown it would be advi-
I sable to omit the spat collector. Within this spat collector there should be at the rate of 8 bushels for
i f ) every 100 yards to 500 or part thereof, and 2 bushels for every 100 yards above that, and that such
i quantity shonld be kept within such collector. This done we should accomplish the most essential thing
f‘ i conecerning our spat supply thereby helping to make our oyster-beds source of the most profitablein the
3 world, Tor years past lessees and their servants have with but few excepiions been taking all oysters off
| their areas as soon as marketable or coming to maturity., Ts this not destruction of the parent oyster?
| : Thus exterminating the spat supply. If a poultry farmer sold all the aduolt fowls he had and sold
L
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the chickens as they come to maturity, then where could he look for his future supply of eggs to increase
his stock? Lt lessees in some places serub the stones with a Dbroom upon their areas before the
spawning season o admit of spab attaching itself, as there is but little chance of spat attaching to the
| rocks covered with accumnlation of slime, mud, and sand—upon sand-flats and other places stick in
f numbers of small branches which have been previously dipped into cement; one part cement, three parts
| sand, the whole of the area could then be uiilized in helping to collect spat.

X 1495. Are there any other remarks which you wish to make to the Commuttee ? T wish to draw altention
! 10 the destruetion of fish by dynamite. I have hrought the only cases which have been heard of this
i kind in the Colony. The publie give no assistance in this matter, and even the fishermen do not. They
. will tell you that dynamiting is carried on, but they will not tell yon where. '

{4 1486. Are you aware that fish are dynamited at Port Hacking ¥ Yes, T bave been out there freguently,
Sunday after Sunday, but I could never find out who did it, and nobody would give me any information.
1497. Have you known it to take place anywhere else?  Yes, at Middle Tlarbour, but I never suecceeded

in stopping 1f.
1498. Did you ever succeed in catching any one? Yes, I caught Peter Jacksen, the fighting man,

and Dunlop.

1499, Did you lake proceedings against them ? Yes; tliey were fined £50.

1500, My, Stephen.] Do you say that your jurisdiction over the fisheries extends all along the coast 7 Yes.

1501, Have you ever had any experience i practical fishing ¥ Yes. DBefore I joined the department I

was for four years with Dalton.” Although I was a clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Department, I .

spent all my holidays and did night work with Dalton in the fish trade.

1502. That is in the disposal of fish brought up to the market ? No ; T usged to be on the Hawkesbury River

and at the Tuggerah Takes with Dalton, '

1503. As afisherman ? He used to carry the fish to market in the “ Kate” and the “ 8t. Albans.”

1504, Have you had any experience as a practical fisherman earning your living by it? No,

F{: j 15%5.9Co§_sequently you are not thoroughly conversant with évery litile complaint that the fishermen

a make? Yes.

! | 1506. ‘You do not thoroughly understand the nature of the complaints that the fishermen make as to being

) hardly used under the Act? Yes; because T have been associnted with the fishermen ever sinee 1879.

- 1507. But not as a practical fisherman? No; but T have been with them hanling and with them in their
boats, : :
1508, Do you think that the working of the Fisheries Aet beavs rather harshly on the fisherman? No; I
do not sco. where it comes hard on the fishermen. , '
1509, Then you think that if they complain of harsh treatment they have no real grounds for their
complaints ? © No ; unless somebody bhas gone so far as to seize a net when he should not, or it may be
that the complaints are made with regard to the closed waters.
1510, What are the real duties of the Fisheries inspectors? They are suppesed to go aut and see that
1o one is fishing in closed waters and they have to send in weekly reports as to the quantities of fish and

oysbers sent away.
1511. Have they any power to seize fishing ulensils if found to be illegal ? Yes, the Act gives them that

power. _
1512. Can they do this under the Act independently or have they to waib for instructions from head-
quarters? No; aninspector or sub-inspector can seize a mnet and then he reporis the matter to the
head office. : :

; 1518. Thep I am to understand that the inspectors are to see that the Actis properly worked and that
‘-! the work of the fishermen is carried out properly and legally?  Yes.

i 1514, Do you think that the local inspectors have sufficient powers ?  No,

‘ ' 1515. What way do you think that their powers are too limited? Tn the first place they should te

allowed
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allowed to lssuo licenses—then they would know who had leenses and who Dad not. Sccondly the rents
for oyster Toases ought to be Paid Through thom. They would then know who had paid their rents and
who had not. All correspondence shouldgo through them instead of through the head oflice. Lhen they
woultd know all that is going on in their districts, '

1516, Then you think thatif the fishermen had any complaints to make they should make them not
through the head office but through the inspectors P Yes; let them forward the complaints to the head
office. - The local inspector is the best one to-judge.

1517. Do you think thab the fishermen in that case wounld have any guarantee that their complaints wonld
go tothe head office in exactly the same way that they were made to the inspestor ?  They would have to
go to the head office in the same way. Fle would send off the documents to the head office with his own
minute written tpon them,

1518. You do not think the Fisheries Act is perfect ? No. :

1519, Can you suggest any amendment or improvement in the Act in the event of a new Bill being passed ?
I think that the hauling-net might be kept af the same length that it is now, but T think there should be
50 fathoms of 2% ineh mesh in the hunt and on each side of the bunt there should be 25 fathoms of
2%-inch mesh and on the outside 25 fathoms each of 3-inch mesh. That would assist the fishermen. I
would restrict the use of the gar-fish net, which is one of our most destruetive nets for small fish. I wounld
only allow it to be used in the months of March, April, May, June, July and August. I would not allow
it to be used up the rivers.

1520. 1 suppose you have no desire yourself to be in any way harsh upon the working fishermen? No
I have had a great number of cases and in none of those cases have I ever pressed for o penalty. 1 have
never acted Larshly with anyone. ‘

1521, Have you simply tried to do what was fair between the public and the Commissioners ? Yes. The
Commissioners never said a word to me when I reported that I only asked for a shilling penalty or some
small penalty of that kind.

1522, When nets are seized are they dried carefully before they are stacked for-60 or 120 days? 1T think
go. I generally dry my nets, but they get the dry rot at the office.

1528. Is there sufficient care taken to preserve the nets from damage? No.

1524, Does the Aet give the Commission power to sell those nets when seized P Yes.

1525, Is there any restriction as to what they are to be sold for? Ne; theyare sold, I think, under the
discretion of the Commissioners,

1526. Has it come to your knowledge that nets which have been seized have been sold again for
ﬁ}?hingl anii that the purchaser has been fired? 1 have never heard of it. They are cut so as to make
them legal. S ’

1527. When the nefs are cut down before they are sold to the fishermen are they put together so as to
make them legal 7 Yes; anet may be. cut into a dozen pieces. '

1528. By the employees of the Fisheries Commission? Yes.

1529. And sold after being put together again? They are sold in pieces, and the purchaser is allowed to
put them together himself. :

1530. Areyou aware whether the supply of fish has increased or diminished since the closing of Port
Hacking ? T think it has increased. I know it has been worked prefty frequently.

1581, Are you aware that reports have been circulated that the ﬁsﬁ have decreased P Yes; butibis not
correct. The fish have decreased since the last heavy rains.

1532. When the fish are driven out by fluods do the same fish reburn ? - Yes; I am of opinion that they
only go down fo the deeper water, and that they come in again. )

1583. Have you a practical knowledge of Greorge’s River and its tributaries ? Yes; that is, I have been
backwards and forwards amongst the fishermen there.

1584, What do you consider would be the best seasons for keeping Gleorge's River open for nei-fishing ?
As it i now the river is open all the year up to the railway bridge.

1535, Do you think it would be desirable to open up George’s River to Salt-pan Creek without including
the creek P I think myself that they have sufficient water open there ab present.

1586. I have a report from the fishermen with regard to the Woniora River. They say that the greater
portion of it ig a natoral breeding-ground, but ewing to its great depth and rough bottom it could not be

worked by fishermen, and they think that it might be left open to the crossing. Do you think that it-

would be advisable to open it as far as the crossing? No; I would not open the Woniora at all.” T
should say that if it were closed it should be closed altogether, ,
15837. Do you think 16 would be desirable to open (Feorge’s River as far as Salt-pan Creek? No.

1588. Have you a practical knowledge of the habits of migratory fish? Yes. ,

1589. What kind of fish do you think belong to that class?  Mullet, whiting, black-bream, silver-bream,
yellow-tail, taiior, king-fish, salmon. T think we might also include schnapper, because I have seen them
travelling up and down the coast.

1540. What I mean by migratory fish are school fish? Yes; I thoroughly understand that.

1541. Do you think that those fish generally return fo the same waters? Yes; they travel north. When
I was in the southern distriet T have been miles up the eoast and T have geen the fish working their way
up norlh. I have seen immense shoals of them working their way north as far as Montagu Istand.
They seemed then {o ease off and in the latter part of the season they work their way south with the
whales. .

1542. Do all those kinds of migratory fish which you have named migrate in the same season or have they
their own seasons? They have their own seasons. The sea gar-fish and the bream come along ab one
time, the mullet come along at another time, and the whiting come in just about the same time.

1548. Are you aware of the fimes when the fish migrate? Yes; the mullet come along the coast up to
May. They pass the Southern Distriet abaut March or April, and sometimes we get them here in
May. Then the bream, schnapper, and whiting, come along the coast at Chrigtmas, and what we call the

hard-gutted muilet come in sbout the same time. The gar-fish always come along at that fime. A great.

deal of migration takes place when the fish are driven out by heavy rains at one port, and they then go to

the next port. - : . . -

1544, But with respect to schnapper, and most of the fish you have mentioned, ean they not be eaught

along the coast at any season of the year? Yes, but not in large quantities. I have seen them in

" tremendous shoals, 12 m:iét:es off Twofold Bay. . 1545,
- 881—H

5.

M. F. W.

Smithers.

A
9 July, 1889,



Mz F, W.
Smithers.

e,
9 Jaly, 1889,

1545, What means of conveyance have you, seeing that your steam-launch is not very safe ? T take the

trains where T can get them ; I travel by steam-boat and I sometimes take a horse.

1546, What is your salary P £150 a-year,

1547, You get travelling expenses P Yes ; 12s. per day. o o

1548. Do you think that there should be s practical fisherman on the Fisheries Commission as & repre-

sentative of the fishermen ? No, that would not do at-all. ’ o ]

1549. Do you think that the fishermen should not have a say in the matter at all? T look at it in this

way. A report would come in from cne of the fishermen themselves, and I would: have to go out and

attend to that report, which might affect the Fisheries Commissioner himself, and he would not love me

after that. I would not like to have to do my work under those cirenmstances. .

1550, You must not be impressed with the idea that this Committee has met to condemn the Commission

or any of its employees ? No; but one of the fishermen themselves would only be human. '

1551, What we wish you to understand is, that the Committee have not met for the purpose of condemning

anyone in connection with the woerking of the Fisheries Act or to advocate the claims or complaints of any

particular class, We simply wish to find out all we possibly can with respect to the fisheries, so that we

may be able to make some suggestion as to applying remedies where they are necessary. The fishermen

themselves think that they onght to be represented on the Commission, and I wish to find out if it is the

opinon of any of the Commissioners or their employees that that should be done. Do you think it ought

to be done? No. ]

1552, Mr. -Stevenson.] What were you befove you were appointed travelling inspector £ Assistant

inspector at Twofold Bay. :

1553. 'Whom did you succeed at Eden P Mr. Oliver.

1554. Did he resign, or what were the grounds for his removal? Some misconduct on his part. There

was a Police Court case agginst him.

1555, I presume all the papers in connection with that matter would be with the Commissioners? Yes.

1556, Could they be preduced P Yes. .

1557, When you are travelling T presume you get assistance from the other inspectors in the discharge

of your duties ? Not in all cases.

1558. Have you ever pointed out any defects in the Act to the Commissioners #  Ves, to the Secrotary.

1559. What has been the result ¥ I do not know ; the Secretary has submitted a new Bill, and that is all

that I know of it. ' -

1560. Iave you ever heard that the Ttalian fishermen destroy a large quantity of smal} fish in their nets

Yes, they are the greatest curse we have in the harbour.

1561. Has nothing been devised to remedy that? Np; the only way to do it is fo close Sydney

Harbour against prawn-netting for so many months in the year.

1562. Who supervises the cutting up of the nets which have been seized? I do not know. Omne of the

boatmen cuts up the nets ;- but I never saw anyone supervise him. o

1588. Do you think it would be a benefit in the working of the Act if inspectors were allowed to have

experimental oyster-beds so as to be able fo furnish information to the public? Yes; I asked for

permission to have one four years ago; but the Commission had ne power to sanction it.

1564. As travelling inspector do yeu approve of the inspectors heing removed from one distriet to

another? No; 4 man would never get to understand his own distriet. ‘

1565. Is the Southern District a great place for fish? Yes; a greab indusiry could be carried on there.

1566. Do you think that trawling could be carried on with advantage? Yes; all along that coast.

1567. Do you think that it could be done without a survey being first made ? I bave fished all along the

coast between Cape Howe and Green Cape with a line, and I always found a very fair botfom.

1568. Can you suggest any improvement in the working of the Fisheries Act? Yes; I would cut it up

and start a fresh one,

1569. Mr. Howe.] What is the object of keeping the nets for sixty days before they are disposed of. Is

that in conformity with the Aet? It is in conformity with the regulations passed by the Commissioners.

1570. Is there any necessity for i5? - None whatever. :

1571. Do you say that they are sometimes kept for 120 days? They generally wait till they have =

sufficient number of nets to hold a sale. :

1572, You say that the fishermen have the best of it under the Act if they only knew it. How is that the

case? Under section 18, of course, we are supposed to prosecute if fishermen are found fishing in closed

waters ; but the fishermen can go there and use their nets for the purpose of catching prawns with

impunity. 'We have no power to stop that. Then again, if a man is caught fishing in closed waters he

can say, “ This is my first offence, give me back my net.” He then passes on his net to his mate, who can

do the same thing, and in that way it can be passed oz fo eternity.

15%3. Chairman.] But, as a maiter of fact, that has not been done? I am not aware of its having been

done. If they knew what they were about they could get the best of it

1574. They are honest people and do not eare about evading the law ? Some of them are honest.

1575. Mr. Howe.] I heard you make a serious charge with respeet to the fish market at Woolloomooloo,

namely, that people are allowed to walit over the fish and spit on them. Do you think 1t would be

advisable to rail off a certain space in which the fish could be offered for sale in loté 7 Moest certainly.

1576. Then the wnhole of the dealers and the public wonld be excluded? Yes; T would let nobedy but

the agents and the auctioneer inside, ‘ '

1577. Has the Government no authority there? They appear to have no authority. We are supposed

to protect the fish ; but the Corporation get the money for selling what we protect.

1678. Are you aware.that a large quantity of saltwater fish is sent into the country P- Yes.

1579. Do you think that a fish market should be established at the southern end of the city? Yes; nedr

the Railway Station.

1580. What is your objection to a fisherman being appointed to the Commission? The fisherman who

might be appointed to the Commission might be a fisherman living at Botany. I might be sent out to

Botany to report, and I might have to seize a net there, and it is nob likely that that Cornmissioner would

look on me with loving eyes. Then he might not be well disposed towards fishermen living in another

piace. There is a certain amount of ill-feeling between the Eshermen of Botany and the fishermen of

Broken Bay, and T think diffeulties might arise in that way.
: 1581.
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1581. Where there is taxation ought there not to be representation ? That may be so; bub it would be Mr, F. W,
very hard to carry on the work under the circumstances I have mentioned. . . . ) - Bmithers.
1582, Chairman.] Do you advocate the abolition of the Commission altogether, and the administration of
zhe Tisheries Act by a separate department under a vesponsible Minister P Somp people say that would
be better. : : :

1583, Mr. Howe.] What is the cause of the dissatisfaction existing smongst the fishermen at Broken Bay P
They want more water open. : )
1584. Is not that the cause of gencral dissatisfaction? Yes. Twould like to point out to the Committee
that a large number of whales come up to the Southern Distriet every year. They are caught in Twofold
Bay every year. T think that ought to be brought under the Fisheries Act, and also the mutton fishing.
The Chinamen make a great living out of the mutton fish down there. ‘Wher the whales come up they
bring a lot of calves with them. Twenty whales were killed there last year. Of course they only pollute
; the place with carcasses and offal, and they have all the Lest of it. '

a 1585. Yon say that you decidedly object to George’s River being opened up to Salt-pan Creek? Ido not
see why they should want any more water open there. They have got a very large quantity of water opén
ab present. If you open up the river to Salt-pan Creek they will then want to have it opened up to the
dam at Liverpool, ,

1585. Do not the fish breed in the estuaries? Yes. Ifyou openup the river as'far as you suggested yon
will want an imspector with half a dozen assistants to wateh the fishermen. I do not speak disparagingly
of the whole of the fishermen, but I say that some of them want watching, .
1587. 'When you sent in reports and recommendations to Mr. Thompson, have you heard anythipg more
-of them? No. —

1588. M. Stevenson.] What is your opinion about opening the Hawkeshury River above Bar Point? I

would suggest the opening of Berowra; that would give them a nice bit of meshing and hauling.

1589. Would you object to the river being opened as far as Mangrove Creek P That would destroy a lot

of the nurseries of the fish np as far as Mangrove Creek.

1590. Are you aware that there is a great deal of water above Mangrove Creek ? Yes; I fell in with the
Secretary’s views, that it should be opened from Colo up to Windsor.

1591. What is the distance between Mangrove and Colo?  About 82 miles. :

1592, Would you close that portion? I would leave that portion closed, and I would open the other parts

8o as to give the people up the river a supply of fresh fish, :

1593. Do you not think that it would be better to open the whole of the river? No; because if you

opened the river from Berowra up to Mangrove Creek, you would destroy the nurseries for fish, and you

would have to incur the expense of an additional man to watch Mangrove Creek all the time, watching the

people who live up there. They would have the best of if, while the fishermen, whe bave to make a living

would have the worst of it, because the people up there would fish in the closed waters.

1594, Would you be in favour of opening the river from Wiseman’s Ferry to Windsor? Yes; but 1

would close the Maedonald and Webb’s Creek.

1595. Chairman.] Have you had a complaint brought under your notice that the contractors for the-
Hawkesbury Railway Bridge drove piles into the mud, which prevent the fishermen from using one of

their best hauling-grounds? Yes; I attended to that matter. The contractors sent & man round with

me, and they used dynamite to blow up the only piles I could find. ‘ o

1596. Mr. Howe.] When you went trawling did you do so under instructions from the Commission, or

was it an experiment of your own? The first time it was done with some of the Commissioners, Dr.

Cox, Messrs. Hyam, and Hill; the second time it was done under myself. :
| 1597. Are those the only oceasions on which any attempt has been made in that direction ? -Some five or
{ six years ago 1 believe they made one trip outside, but that is the only one I know of,
’ 1598, Was that when the * Kate” was heze? No; I think they went out in the “ Ajax" or “ Thetis.”
1599. Okairman.] Have they still got those trawling-nets? Yes; I have got one, and Tam going to take

it south nnder ingfmetions, ]
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Present: —

Mz. FRANK FARNELL, ] Mz. STEVENSON,
Me. WILLIAM STEPHEN.

FRANK FARNEILL, Esq., ix THE CHAIR.

Mr. Henry Woodward called in and examined : —

1600. Chairsian.] What ig your odeupation ? I am everything in the oyster-line.- I am a grower, lessee, _ Mr H.
retailer, and dea—llr. & P Ty Y : ’ Woodward.
160]. Have you had considerable experience in the fisheries of this Colony P Ior thirty years. L f’ﬁk‘l-égg
1602. Not alone in the fishing industry, but also in oyster-culture? Yes; & great deal within the lagh =00 oo
eight or nine years. It iz eight or nine years ago since I began te try and cultivate oysters. :
1608. During this time have you come into contaet with a great number of fishermen? I lndw nothing
whatever about fish and fishermen. My men bave been buying fish for me for thirteen years, but I know
nothing maore about it. : . -
1604. Where are the fish bought for you? At the Woolloomooloo market.
1605. Do you think the market is in the most suitable place ? No ; I think it wonld be much betber on
the Darling Harbour side, There it would be more central and more convenient. T
1606. I supposeyou know the fish-market well? I have been there three times.
1607. Have you ever been thers in the morning when they have been selling fish ?  Yes.
1608. Do you think that the arrangements are satisfactory for the sale of fish? I do not think it is
satisfactory, but I could not tell you how it could be tmproved. TUnless they had atalls or flat tables, like
they have at the Billingsgate Market,
1609. If, as stated to the Commitbee, the fish are thrown on the floor, that they are spat upon and troddexn. -
S . " upom,
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upon, do you not think that state of things could be remedied by having elevated tables at the market ?
Yes; that is what I say. The present method of selling fish is a very rough way in & town like this.
1610. Do you pay any commission to the auctioneer who sells the fish? No; only the sellers pay
commisgion, - ,

1611. As a rule do you obtain the best fish procurable in the market ?  Yes; nothing else would suif me,
T only get themfor the shops in King-street.

1612. Do you enly sell fish at your shops? Yes; I do not scll fresh fish at all, only cooked fish.

1613. Have you had considerable experience in oyster-culture?  Yes.

1614. Are you a very large lessee ?  Yes.

1615. How many thousand yards do you lease ? I pay £000 a year as rent. In fact, I think I pay a
little more, and the rent is £1 per 160 yards.

1618, Where are your leasey situated ? On six different rivers—the Clarence, the Manning, Wallis
Lake, Port Stephens. Shoalhaven, the Clyde, and Moruya.

1617. Which de you consider to be the best river for oyster-culture # Wallis Lake. I heliove that is
the best in Anstralia, and T do not believe there is any better in the world,

1618. Have you obtained sufficient supplies from your oyster-beds for your shops in Syduey? No; not
even for the shops,

1619. Have you had to import oysters ? Yes.

1620. From New Zealand ? Yes.

1621. Are the New Zealand oysters superior to ours? No. They bring 15s. as against £8 in Vietoria,
and 15s. for their best oysters as against £2 for our best in Sydney. That is at the present prices and
with the present scarcity. There 15 no comparison between our oysters and theirs. I have some of our
oysters now from the deep waters of Port Stephens, which are as geod as I ever saw in this Colony, I
am getting eight or nine bags per week from there.

1622, Has there not been a considerable decrease in the oysters on the beds of our rivers during the last
three or four years, and how do you account for that? We bave had no spawn. That is not an unuvsnal
thing, All over the world they go without spawning for some years —for ten or twelve years at a time.
It is & common cage in Europe that there is next to no spawn aé all for years, Many Commissions have
inquired into this very question. I have read a great deal lately on this question of the scarcity of oysters.
1623. Can you aceount for this want of spat? Nobody in the world can, All the great naturalists and
zovlogists say that there is no aceounting for it. :

162441.1 Have you been troubled with any disease in your oyster-beds? Yes, it has been very bad at Port
Stephens.

162%. ‘What is the nature of the disease ? We have termed it the mud disease. A worm bores into the
inner part of the shell and fills it up with black mud. Whether the worm makes the mud, or whether it
comes in after the worm, I cannot state.

1626. Will not the late floods be the means of resuscitating the beds to some extent? It eannoet do any
good to the oysters who are touched with the disease alveady, but the fresh water has kifled the worms.

- 1 know that fresh waber is fatal to the worms. I have seen the worms taken out of the shell and put

into fresh water and they have died instantly. I know that the fresh water now has penetrated to the
deep water at the bottom of the rivers, and the oysters have become quite fresh.

1627. Do you not know of any other dizeaze? No; this iz the only disease I have heard of.

1628. Have you ever heard of an insect called the borer? Thisisit. Ifis called the TLeucodore.

1629. Mr. Lindsay Thompson in giving his evidence described the worm disease and the borer as two
distinet things, Have you never heard of the discase which iz called the borer? There Is what is called
the boring sponge. That is a little bit of a sponge, and it appears that there is something inside of it or
attached to 1t which bores into the oyster. Fresh water kills the sponges as well as the worms. I had
some splendid beds at the Clarence River which were covered with the sponge till 1887, but that was
cleared away altogethér by the fresh water. A gread naturalist was out here zome time ago, and the
Government asked him what should be done. He recommended that the Government should turn on a
iot of fresh water. That was during the time of the worst drought, and he did not say where they were

to get the water from, , : @
1630. Do you think there could be any improvement made in the leasing system? I do not see how it

could be done.

1681. Do you lease in large areas P They are not all large aress. In some places I have leases enly 100
yards in length. Plenty of them are 2,000 yards in length.

1632, Do you find that you get as many oysters, comparatively speaking, from a lease of 100 yards as
you do from a lease of 1,000 yards ? We have got nothing at all from the leages. It has been s dead
loss to us for the last five years since we took up the leases. -

1683. Are the oysters pilfered fronm your beds? I do not think there is so much pilfering as people say.
A lot of people cry out about their oysters being stolen, but I do not think they are stolen. A great
many people deceive themselves as to the quantity they put down, and then they die off wholesale in the
water. 1 read the other day thal in Europe they reckoned that they lose six millions out of every seven
millions they lay down. :
1634. At the present time there is a royalty charged of 2s. for every bag of spat taken by lessees to be
laid down. Does that encumber the lessee in avy way ? No; I wish I bad as many as’T could get at 2s,
o bag. I paid the department a good desl of money last summer for collecting spat and putting it
on some of the beds. 2s, would be nothing to pay for a sack of oysters, especially in places where, if they
lived, they would grow into many bags. I think the Government ought to receive a large revenue by
selling the spat at 25, a sack off the Crown lands.

1635. Have you visited any other parts of the world where oyster-culiure is carried on ? Noj; I have
been to Queensland, but there is nothing there but what we have here.

1686. You have visited the Parramatta Biver ;—have you noticed that it is very dificult now to geb a
single oyster on that river ! Yes; hut it was just the same twelvo years ago. It is owing to the fact that
the river is given up to the public that there are no oysters there. You are aware that before an oyster
is fit to eat the public will-take it off, and they are altowed to-do-so. - -~ :

1637. Do you think it would be a good provision to close the Parramatta River and the Hawkesbury River
for three years? " 1 do not think you eould ever manage to do so with the large population. There was -
a time when the river was closed many years ago, but the oysters were taken just the same as they

are now. 1638.
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- 1638, Do vou suffer from people pilfering your oysters on the diffevent rivers? I do mof think I lose

many. There are some rivers where there is nothing to lose ; they could not rob me. Fhat isthe ease on

the Manning River. . ’

10689. What is the most suitable ground for oyster-culture P Clean stones, jack-stones, or any hard sub-

stance. At Cape Hawke the ground is all composed of cockle-shells. That is a very good place.

1640. How long does it take an oyster o be eatable from the time of spat? T1f it {s a nice rainy season

oysters will bo of full marketable size in twelve months. 1f there are dry seasons such as we have had of

late years they will hang on and neither grow, breed, nor do anything else for any length of time. It is
wonderful how they grow when the conditions are favourable. "We had all the oysters in the Clarence

River desiroyed two years ago last February, and none of ushave had any oysters from the river since, bub
they are now becoming marketable. :

1641. What was the cause of that? The floods, beyond all doubt.  There came first of all a very heavy
flood. I am sure they would have lived through that only two or three weeks. Afterwards there came

another tremendous flood.  Soon afterwards the Government tested the river all over in the most sen-

sible way. They dredged right across the river and took up the oysters. " You could easily see the
oysters which had recently died and those which were alive; 84 per cent. were dead, and I really believe

thaththe remaining 16 per cenf, died afterwards. T have known the foods fo frequently kill the oysters
in the rivers, '
1642. At the same time, if the floods are moderate, they resuscitate the heds?  Yes; it does them a world
of good. T got a letier from one of my men at Shoalbaven this morning -in which he tells me that the

young oysters ave getting on first rate this season. I suppose that is since the rain came on. Oysters

never do any good unless we have had plenty of rain. All 1 got off that river last year were fifby-eight sacks
of oysters, and they cost me over £200 for rent and wages. I lost £800 onthis river last year. I pub
down 800 sacks of oysters from Sydney to lay them on the beds, and I got about one back.

1643. Have you ever iried to enltivate the New Zealand oysters? Yes, plenty of them.

1644, Did you do so successfully ? No. The most suceeseful place was on some very shallow rocky places

at the Manning River. I sent oub seventy sacks there last year, and I got forty-seven bags out of them.

:f[ senf h298 bags to Cape Hawke, and 1 get back seventy-five. I sent 800 to Shoalhaven, and I got 100
rom there. ’

1645, What was the size of the oysters when you sent them? A very fair size—larger than we are

allowed fo take them by law. -

1646. 1 suppose the object was to give them the opportunity of spawning and increasing? Yes. 1 have

a fow now at Shoathaven, I have sent a lot down to the Clarence this year. I got one of my men to

send up a bag a few weeks ago, but they were nothing but black skin and water. A man named Comino

has a lease opposite to mine on the Manning River, and he put down 1,480 sacks of oysters, and he only
got a little over 400 out of the Tot. The rest died. '

1647. Mp. Stephen.] To whom do you pay your oyster-rents? To the Treasury.

"1648. Then it iz not paid to the Fisheries Commission ? No.

1649, Has the Fisheries Commission anything to do with the supervision of the oyster-fisheries? Yes;

they have to supervise the fisheries. The worst of it is that they do net supervise them, They seem to

have thrown us up.

1650, And the revenue derived from the oyster-culture is not received by the Fisheries Commission? It

is counted to their credit.

1651, To all intents and purposes it is part of their income ? Certainly.

1652. Hovw long will oysters remain good for eating after they have been taken from the bed ? Inwinter-

f%ime, 01}'] when it is cold, six or eight weeks, or even longer. In summer-time, at the longest, it might be a
ortnight. ' ' .

1653, gHave you to feed them by arfificial means during that time? Noboedy can feed an oyster. They

talk about doing g0 in Burope, but I do not believe it is possible.

1654, After you take the oysters from your premises will they remain fresh and eatable without deteriora-

“tion for the number of days you have mentioned? Mo ; they cannot be as good as when they are fresh.
The liquor inside of thew tastes stagnant, and I am sure would eventually lall them. '

1655, Have you beard of people attempting to feed oysters by putting oatmeal in the water? Yes; but

I feel certain that is impossible, When they are in season they wanfno fattening; and when they are ont

of season I do not think that anything on the face of the earth eould fatten an oyster.

1656. What is the best season of the year for oysters ? The bulk of our oysters come at the end of
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September, earlier or later, according to rainfall, and they go out about April. We have one purely

winter fishery in this country, that is at the Koruya River, Port Stephens. That is the only real winter
fishery. They come into season in May, and they go out of season in Neovember. e o
1657, Ave there various kinds of oysters on the eoast and in the rivers? ¥Yes. T am quite certain that
the oysters in this country have yet to be classified. They are nothing like the Buropean or American
oysters. If they are found ontside I am certain thoy will be found to be different altogether, and I think
Y could describe the kind of oyster that would be found. Al the deep-water oysters that we have in the
rivers are rounder than those taken off the shores in shallow water, They approach morein shape to the
European oyster; but they are thicker, and ours have bard shells, In America they are similar to ours;
they are longer than they are broad, and they have hard shells,

1658, Are the oysters known by any particular names for the different kinds? No; I believe they will
have to be classified and named,

1659. Is any particular kind of oyster more liable to disease than the others? All the eysters in Port
Stephens have been touched with the disease from the shore down to the deep-waber. I have had oysters
obtained from 40 feet of water. I have a diving apparatus there, and the divers get oysters regularly.
1660, Which oysters are the most liable to werm disease? All kinds are liable toit. We have had
the disease in the Hawkesbury, and in the Hunter it is dreadful.

1661, Are rock-oysters liable to it the same as the drift-oysters? Yes.

1662. You say that you have never been in Europe, that you have never visited any of the Buropean oyster-
culture grounds; in that case, how did you obfain the information in your pamphlet on the subject? I

had & magnificent work to read and quote from. I was able to take the scientific knowledge and apply it

‘{0 my practical knowledge, _
: ' 1663.
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1663. My, Stevenson.] Do you knaw the Commissioners pretty well? T have spoken perhaps fify timos to
Dr. Cox, and the same to Mr. Oliver. I think I have spoken twice to My, Hill, and I think twice to Dr.
Ramsay. )

1664. Did you ever recommend anyone for employment to the Commissioners ¥ No,

1665. Do you know whether there is anyone employed by the Commissioners who was formerly in your
employ P Yes; there is & man named Curran, at Newcastle, who worked for me at one time by the day,
but he was notmy servant. A, Gyler, at the Manning, worked for a company I was a parbner m.

1666. Did you recommend him for employment? No.
1667. Was he employed on any ground where yon have leases ? No; I have no lease on the Hunter

River, where he is.

1668. I understand that you are not a practical oysterman, but that you obtained your information by
reading P T have had movs practice at it than any man in Australia, I left Sydney for thirteen months and
lived at Wallis Lake cultivating oysters. I lefé my business in Sydney to look after itself in order to
do so.

1669. Do you think that the present Fisheries Commission is the best way of earrying out the Fisheries
Act? T think it would be better to earry out the work under one head. I believe that anything of thai

description would be better managed by one man.

1670, Do any of the Commissioners ever visit your leases ?
this time twelve months,

1671. He is the man who inferests himself most in the fisheries. What places did he visit? Wallis
Lake, Manning River, and Camden Haven.

16714 Can you say who paid his expenses on that oceasion P I do not know anything about that, bub T
suppose the Gtovernment did. I now remember what he went there for. I wrote along letter about
opening some of the old mouths of the lakes 5o as to let the sea water in. The Commissioners Isuppose
thought it was possible to do so. I wrote specially about Wallis Lake. Mr, Oliver went down there and
took a surveyor with him to see if it was possible lo open it to the sea. They measured off the ground,
and they came to the conclusion that it was not possible.*
1672. My, Stephen.] Is the lake closed at any season of the year? It is never open. It is totally closed
up, and there 1g bush growing between it and the sea. I think there is about 120 yards of land between
it and the sea. .

1673, Mr. Stevenson.] Do you know of your own knowledge that Mr. Oliver or any of the other Com-
missioners has visited the oyster leases besides those you have named P Mr. Oliver goes away in his
yacht and knocks about many of the rivers. I do not think that any of the other Commissioners have
ever been away.  Mr. Oliver really has a'practical knowledge of it. He has been pottering over oysters for
any number of years on his own foreshore at 8hell Cove. He has got a large foreshore there, and he has
bought oysters frem me several times to lay down there to see if they would do any good.

1674. Afr. Stephen.] You believe that the Oyster Fisheries Commission would be much better managed
under one head? Yes; I think it would be better managed if it were under one man who could take
something on himself, being responsibie at the same time o the Minister of the department. '
1675, Chairman.] Do you think that the present system of leasing is & very good one? Yes. Ido not

gee that it could be improved.+ .
1676. Do you remember the time when you wrote condemning the syslem of leasing the oyster-beds?

Neverin mylife. I wag one of the old lessees. Ey
1677. Do you remember the time when my late father brought in a Bill dealing with the oyster-culture ?
Yes, very well. I was examined before him. :
1678. A royalty was then imposed on oysters of 3s. a bag? We had nothing to do with that.
1679, Do you remember writing at that time? Yes; I was always writing, and before I knew what I was
writing about. ‘
1680, Mr. Sz‘epkm.% You think that the imposition of a royalty was not fair? Yes; we pay an enormous
rent, and as far as I am coneerned I have been paying it for nothing for years. I have lost ever £5,000
sinee this Act came into force in paying rent and wages and in endeavouring o cultivate oysters. Another
lessee on the Hunter River has lost over £2,000 on that one river.
1681. Do you think that the abolition of royalty on our own oysters is much better for the cultivation of
oysters here than to impose a duty on imported oysters? T am a protectionist. I am a great believer in
protection. If we ever pass protection here I shall do my best to have a duty imposed upon oysters. At
the present time, however, I would not propose that, becanse we really require imporied oysters in the
country. QOur beds are not sufficiently productive at present, and it is a blessing to the people that these
oysters do come in from New Zealand, -
1682, Choirman.] Suppose we had a dearth of oysters such as we have now, wounld you advocate the
imposition of a duty on imported oysters? No; I would not put 2 penuy on them. That would be
utting it on our own peopls. '
1688. M. Stephen.] That is not answering what 1 want to find out. I want to know if it would be more
beneficial for the cultivation of oysters in New South Wales to have a royalty charged in connection with
a duty, or fo have no duty and no royalty, so ag to have free trade in all ways? I would sconer have if
free trade at present until onr 1-iv312§,at properly stocked, as I believe they will. If I did not believe that
that was the case, I would not pay £300 in rent which I will have to doin a day or so. I am sure the
rivers will all come round again, and then we will have no reason to fear opposition from New Zealand.
The oysters from there will not feteh a penny against our oysters.

1684. That is provided you are not handicapped with a royalty ? Yes ; it would not be fair to put on &

royalty. One half of our oysters will go to Victoria, and then we will be handicapped at the rate of .
88. a bag, because there is no royalty charged on oysters in Victoria.
I have had no

Yes; Mr. Oliver visited three of the rivérs

1685. Ohairman.] Then it has been a saving to yon to have the royalty abolished ?

oysbers for a long time, and if I did get a fow i would be very hard to charge me 3s. for a bag.
1686. But the abolition of the royalty would be a saving to you in the future ¥ Yes.
* NOTE (o revigion) +~Mr. Olivetr went to Wallis Lake to see was it possible to open a passage to-the sea. He

took his own hoat there, boatman, and a surveyor. He inspected that fishery and two others thoroughly. I suppose he
reported on them, but I never saw the report, nor did he ever tell me what it was. I donot know what his expenses wers,

nor who paid them, i :
A Nore {on revision) :—It would be better for the country to lease the whole of the beds in a river to one man.

1687.
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1687, Mr. Stevenson.] Wheve are your prineipal oyster-beds on the Clarence ? T have four-fifths of the
Clarence River beds. I have the whole of the lake beds, and T have never made a penny. out of them. T
pay £48 a year for them. When I was up there last October and November, one of my men gave me
an oyster from one of the lake beds, and it was as bitter as gall. ¥ am certain that the water about the lake
is wnore salty than it is in the ocean. There was no rainfall for a great length of time and the lake was like
an evaporating pan. The vapour goes up in the air, and the brine sinks to the bottom of the lake. The
Manning River has had no oysters since we took up the lease. Tt is foo salty.

1688. What is the Shoalhaven Iike ?  All those rivers when we gob them weve cleared out under what is
known as the licensing system. That was espeeially the case with the good rivers where the licensees
“went. '

1689. M. Stephen.] 'Which do you consider is the best for oysier-culture—where the tide ebbsand flows,
or where there iz no ebb and flow? No oysters will grow where thers is no current. Culbure hasbeen o
dead failure in Burope. They have opened up all the places they made to the ocean water.

1690. Then youn consider where theve is an ebb and flow that is the best place for oyster-culture ? Yos,
if there iz a eurrent. .

Mr. Richard Hellings called in, sworn, and examined :—

1691, Chairman.] What position do you hold under the Fisheries Commission? Boatman.

1692. How long have you been in the service ? Seven years last month.

1693. Are you the chief boatman? Yes. : :

1694. What are your duties? I have general chaxge of the boats, and I assist Inspector Mulhall.

1695, Have you a good deal to do with the arrangements in the fish-market in the morning? We have
nothing to do with the arrangements. "We only look after the small fish, ‘

1696. How many boats have you in Sydney ¥ Only one.

1697. 'Were you in the department in any other capacity before you took your present position? No,
1698. What were you before you joinied the serviee ? I had charge of yachts for twenty-five or twenty-
six years,

1699. Have you had experience of fishing ? Not a great deal in this country ; but I had in England.
1700. Have you heard the fishermen on many occamons complain ? Yes, very often.

1701, Have you heard them complain of the bad arrangements for the disposal and sale of their fish aé
the market? Yes, - .

1702. Have you ever heard them compluin of their congignments of fish having reached the market much
less in gumantity than when they were originally sent? Yes, repeatedly.

1703. How do you account for the pilferieg? T can scarcely tell you that; but I can give you an
ingtance which shows how diffieult it is to find out: For three or four months I was down at Lake
Macquarie doing duty for Inspector Boyd, who was sick. 'When 1 was coming back to Sydney I got a
nice lot of fish from one of the fishermen, which were put on a string and placed in one of the fishermen’s
baskets. I went round with the fish in a small stesmer to Neweastle. I saw the whole of the fish taken
ont of the small steamer and put into the Newcastle boat. 1 came up in ‘the steamer to Sydney, and I
marked the basket in which my fish were with a string tied to the handle. I saw the fish taken out of
the steamer and put into the carts which took them to the fish-market, and I travelled in one of the carts
in which my fish were. When we arrived at the market we opened the baskes so that I could get my
fish, but my string of fish wag gone, and one-third of the fish that were in the basket was also gone.
They must have ‘been taken on board of the steamer. 7

1704. Do you think the markets are unsuitable for the public as well as the fishermen? I think it is
rather on one side of the town for the general public,

1705. Do you think it would be a good idea to have a dep&t for the fish at Darling Harbour as well as at
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Woolloomooloo ? 1 think it would be more central to have il somewhere about the Redfern Railway

Station. You could not use the Darling Harbour water for the fish, although water might be laid en
there. '

1706. Have they no elevated tables at the Woolloomooloo fish-markets such as they have ab other places?
No, =

1707. Are the fish simply thrown on the floor 7 Yes.

1708. Ts there any protection such as a railing to protect the fish from damage and to keep the public

“off ? No. ] h _
1709. Then it is quite possible, as has been stated to this Committee, that the fish are offten frodden on and

spat upon? Yes, that is the fact. I think that Mr. Seymour and his assistants do all that they cam to
avoid that, but of course they cannet watch everyone.

1710. T suppese that the persons who go to the market are rather of a rough class? Yes. The majority

of them are. :

1711, I suppose that there is not the slightest doubt that a lot of the bruised fish whieh are spab upon
are sold to the people in the suburbs and the city? Yes. -

1712, HMave you ever heard any of tho fisherimen complain that the provisions of the Fishery Act bear
harshly upon them ? Yes, frequently. _

1713. In what respect ? Generally in respect to the closed waters,

1714. Do you ever hear them complain as to the mesh of the net? Not s0 much as to the mesh as to the
length of the net.

1715. Do they think that the length of the net is not sufficient? Yes. .

1716. How do you account for the decrease in the amount of fish in the Parramatta River of late years ?
I do not know that there is a decrease in the fish. Until the very heavy rain of a few weeks ago all the
bays were teeming with fish. 7

1717, Mr, Stef)km.} Who has charge of the arrangements for the sale of fish in the market? Mr.
Seymour has full charge. ST

1718, Does he make what arrangements he thirks fit? Yes, -

1719. Do you think that the arrangemeénts are satisfactory ? As far as the sale of fish is concerned, I
think they are. oo : _ ' o L
1720, Do you think that the secommodation is sufficient for the sale of the fish as human food ? No, 1If
the fish could be put away from where the people walk it would be a great deal better than at preseln;é
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1721. Do you think it would be an improvement to have a sufficiont number of elevated slab tabics ?

Yes, it would be a great improvement. _

1722. Do you think that the cost of making the necessary improvements would be very great? Yes. -

1723. Are the arrangements at the markeb satisfactory generally to the fishermen and the purchasers ?

Yes, but I have heard them complain. . ] o

1724. Would the market which you suggest should be established at Redfern be in addition to the present

market? Yes. The fish could then be disposed of in a fresher condition,  Atb present a very large

quantity of fish come by rail, and, of course, if there was a market at Redfern there would not be so much

cartage.

1725. Do you think that a market at Redfern would be in the best position for the fish coming o town

from north and south? Ves, .

1726. Why ? Because there is a great quantity of fish coming in by rail now, and there would be still

more in future. ‘ )

1727, Ohairman.] Arve there not a great quantity of fish brought in by small steamers which heave to at

the wharves at Darling Harbour, and. would it not be desirable to have a fish-market aé

Darling Harbour, where those fish could be sent?  The most of the fish that come . to

Darling Harbour are brought by the Newcastle steamers, and I do not think it will be lIong before they

all come by rail. Most of the fish that is brought by the Newcastle steamers come from Port Stephens

and Lake Macquarie. A great deal of the TLalke Maequarie fish comes by rail, and I believe that a great

deal more of it will come in future. : :

¥28. Mr. Stephen.] Does the fish thatis brought by fishermen in their own boats go to Woolloomooloo ?
es. :

1729, Mr. Stevenson.] In speaking of establishing a fish-market at Redfern, where wonld you propose to

put it? I only mean that it would be desirable to have it in that vieinity. ]

1730. Do you mean in the vicinity of Redfern or in the vicinity of the railway? Near the railway.

1781. Are you aware that the trains go right down to Darling Harbour? I know that wood and that sort

of thing is taken down there. )

1782, 1f there was a fish-market there, could not the trains be faken right down? WNo trains do come

down the Sydney side where the steamers land their fish. .

1788. T am nof asking aboub that. You say that the fish comes by rall. Would it not be more convenient

than putting the fish out at Redfern to take it to some depdt at Darling Harbour? I do not know much

about the loecality. What made me suggest Redfern was because I thoughtit would be more central, and

because Redfern is the terminus. :

1784, Mp. Stephen.] In the event of a market being established at Redfern, would that prevent a second

handling or a carting of the fish ? Yes, if the fish-market were placed close to the railway. .

1785. Mr. Stevenson.] What do you call Redfern? I am referring to the Redfern Railway Station.

1786. T you had a second depdt would you refer to have it in the neighbourhood and not in Redfern

itself? No; I mean close to the railway. : ]

1787. Mr. Stephen.] Would vou have it where o siding counld go into the market, so that the fish might be

deposited there ? Yes; the great thing would be to save handling the fish.

1788. If tho fish were brought down to Darling Harbour would they have to be carted to a market ? Yes;

at present they would. ' :

1789. Mr. Stepenson.] When your fish was stolen from the steamer when coming from Neweastle to the

market, did you make representations to anyone? No; it is too eommon an occurrence,

1740. Has any action been taken by the Commissioners to prevent this wholesale pilfering? Notthat 1

am aware of.

1741. Can you suggest any means of stopping it? Nof unless there was an inspector or someone of that

kind to take charge of the fish, who would never lose sight of it from the time it left the fishermen #ill it

arrived at the market. :

1742, Chairman.] Could there not be a system adopted by which the baskets could be locked or sealed ¥

The present system of sending open baskets to the market is a very loose one. In England the baskets

are packed up, they are covered with straw, the lid goes over that, and they ave properly fastened. Here

they only put a little bit of string on each side of the basket. The string can be easily loosened and tied

up again.

1748, Mr. Stevenson.] Do you attend the market every morning?. Yes,

1744. How offen does Mr. Mulhall buy fish at the market? There was one time when he used to buy fish

every morning. That was the #ime when he used to get fish for the Exhibition.

1745, Do you sometimes buy fish? Very seldom. '

1746. Mr. Stephen.] Do you ever buy fish on commission for people who use it? No.

1747, Myr. Stevenson.] Does Mr. Mulhall buy fish at anction P Yes; I have seen him purchase fish,

1748. Do you know what he does with that fish? No, I do nob, but T think he takes it home.

1749. Do youn or Mr. Mulhall ever purchase fish and take it to the Commissioners ? I do not purchase

any; Mr. Mulhall does; that iz for the president, Dr. Cox.

1750. Wha' pays for that fish?  Mr, Mll)llha.ll pays for it in the market,

1751. Does he buy it at auction or from the baskets ? Sometimes he buys it one way and sometimes tlie

other. Sometimes there iy such a crush there that you have to be very smart te get in to buy fish.

Sometimes Mr. Mulhall arranges with an agent and says he will fake a cerfain heap of fish at whatever

price the same sort of fish iy sold for at auction.

1752. Does the auctioneer sell the fish in lots, with the right to take one or more lots P That is not

always the case. Very often there are ten or twelve heaps in arow of ihe same sort of fish. Sometimes

the auctioneer says you can have one of the lots; at other times he will sell several heaps in onelot. Asa

riile the heaps of fish are sold separately. -

1753. Do you or Mulhall ever get fish free at the market? Yes.

1754. How do you manage it ;—do the fishermen make a present of it to you ? Ve,

1755. What do you-do with that fish ;—do. you take it to - the Commissioners? No. I do not know

what Mr. Mulhall does with his, but I take mine home and eat it.

J.N’I 56. Do you remember an illegal net being seized which was being used by one of the Commissioners ?
a. o . .

1757. Do you remémber a net having been seized while it was in the possession of Mr, Hill, one of the

Commissioners? No. _ 1758.

S

e N

;‘?:
i
i1




6Y THE WOLKING OF TifE FISHENiEY ACH 88

1758, Weve you 1ot present when that net was seized I never kuew that Mr., Hill had a net voided: - 3 Mi;
1769. Chairman.] Did Mr. Knox have s net seized? Yes. Br Hellings,-

1760. Were you present when that was seized 7 No. ‘ 1%9-
1761, Do you recollect the circumstance of the seizure? I know that the et was seized by Inspector Fy 258
Quinan. :

1762. Mr. Stevenson.} Have you ever had any practical experience infishing ? I have done very little
fishing here, but I had practical experience in England.
1763. Do you know whether Mr. Mulhall ever made his living by fishing? I do not kanow, but he has
not sinee 1 have known him. ' ' :
1764. With reference to prosecutions which have taken place in the Sydney District, which of the
inspeetors have brought most cases—generally speaking? I cannotsay for cerfain, but my opinion is that
for twelve months or so Inspector Smithers had the most cases. C
1765. Is he not a district ingpector? Ile is not loeated in Sydney. I believe they eall him travelling
inspeetor, ;
1766. Do you think he has had more prosecutions in and about Sydney than Mr. Mulhall has had ?
Not, taking them altogether; I was referring to a certain time extending over twelve or eighteen months
after Mr. Smithers firet came up to Sydney. Of late he has not been in Sydney.
1767. But since he hag been here he has Ea,d a great many prosecutions? Yes,
1768. How do you account for that being the case, seeing that Mr. Mulhall has had full conirel over
the whole of the Sydney waters ? I account for it in this way: Mr. Mulhall is a man who is well known.
Mr. Smithers, when he came here was a perfect stranger. Even in the day-time he could goup to a
ﬁmﬂ who was doing wrong, and he would not know anything about Mr. Smithers until he told him whom
e was.
1769. Is not most of the ilegal fishing carried on at night? Yes. :
1770. How conld they know one man more readily than another af night? Even at night you could see
a man and know him at a considerable distance.
1771, Ts it not more likely that the difference can be accounted for by the fact that one man’s eyesight
is better than another’s? Mr. Mulhall’s eyesight is not go good as it used 4o be, but he very seldomn
truits;uto his own sight. It is a rare thing for him to be out in a boat without me if he has nobody else
with him, - '
1772. Have you had any experience in trawling? Yes; T served my time at it.
1773. Have you any certificate ? No; there were no certificates in those days. It is many years ago.
‘1774, Chairman.] How old are you? 59 years. .
Z]l775.hHow many men are there assisting with the boats? One besides myself and the engineer of the
aunch.
1776. Do you ever use thelaunch P Yes,
1777, How often? Bhe was laid up for twelve months, and we only got her oub during the last three ov

four months.
1778, Is ghe safe to go to Port Hacking, Broken Bay, or any of those places? She would be in fine

weathor,
TUESDAY, 16 JULX, 1889,
Pregent: —
Mz, FRANK FARNELL, Mz, O'SULLIVAN,
Mz, HOWE, Me. SEAVER, -
Me. RITCHIE, ' Mz. STEVENSON.
Mz, WILLIAM STEPHEN,
FRANK FARNELL, Esg., In Tor CHAIR,
Trederick Nelson called in, sworn, and examined :—
1779. Chairman.] What position do you hold? Acting assistant inspector under the Fisheries Act. - Mr.
1780. Do you hold any other pesition in the Grovernment Service ? I am Semior-constable of Police at ™ Nelson,
Bungendore. mg
1781. Are your duties confined to the waters of Lake George? Yes. 75 285
1782. How long have you held that position? Since 12th June, 1885. '

1783. Are you the only officer in the Fisheries Department there P Yes.

1784, Had you any previous experience in connection with the fisheries of the Colony? Not previous
to my appointment, except practical knowledge of the fresh water fish, _
1785. Do you know Lake Bathurst? Yes.

1786. Are there any fish there? Yes. ‘ '

1787, When did it become known to you that there were fish there? About 1865. IIkmnew of my own
knowledge that they were put in there. '

1788, Are yon sure that there are any fish there now? Not of my own knowledge, but I do from’
hearsay. ‘ '

1789, %0 you know any reason why they should not be there as well as in Lake George? No.

1790. 'What sort of fish are in Lake George? Codfish. ' :

1791. Are there any other sort? Yes; I believe there are a few perch, butb it is a very rare thing fo
catch any. During last summer, I think, there were two perch eaught. :

1792. Do you often visit Lake Gleorge? Yes; sometimes two or three times a week.

1798. 'What ig the nature of your duties P To see that hreaches of the Fisheries Act are not commitbed,
to see that proper nets are used, to report on breaches of the Act to the Commission, and so on.

1794. Have you any power to prosecute withont reference fo the Commission? No; Ifirst report to the
-Commission, and on reeeipt of authority I prosecute. '

1795. What is the area of the waters ? About 20 miles by 11; that is, at present. When the lake is
full to its usual level it is a great deal more. 1 suppose it is then about 25 miles in length. : :
1796. Are the fish very plentiful there? During last season I think there were less fish canght than’

there were during ge‘ierﬂ%: years previously, but that was owing to the people not regularly fishing. '1797 _
. M _ 7 g
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1797. Is there much fish taken out of Lake George? During last summer there was about 1,586 .
welght taken out. ‘ I
1798. Where does that fish go to P Ttis prineipally sold about Bungendore, Queanbeyan, and B}'mdwood,
1799. Ts any of it sent to Sydney? Yes; some is sent to Sydney, some to Goulburn, and in fact all
parts of the Colony. It seems to be rather a choice thing for people to get fish of that kind in Sydney.
1800, Afr. O'Sullivan.] How long have there been fish in Lake George? I think it is about eighteen
years since they were first discovered. ‘ ]

1801. Were they not pub in by Sir Terence Aubrey Murray ? He first stocked the ponds on the Windere-
deen Hetate; that was before my time.

1802. Did he not also stock Take Gteorge? The ponds of the Winderedeen Hstate flow into Fake
(George, and that is how the lake got stocked.

1803. Is not that about thirty-five years ago? Yes, about that time. .

1804 I suppose the supply of fish there never fails ? No, it was reported that through net-fishing the
lake was becoming exhausted of fish, but from inqeiries I made I found that such was not the case, and
that net-fishing was not detrimental to the sapply. However the lake does not appear to be so plenti-
fully stocked with fish during the last year as it was two or three years previously.

1805. To what cause do you attribute the decliine? The lake is very boisterous, the wind has a very
great effect on i, and consequently I think the spawn is destroyed. During the last two or three
years the lake has dried up, and the fish were not able to get up from the lake to the Deep Creek. That
i a very fine creek, but at the mouth it is shallow, and owing to the dry season the fish could not get
up there.

1&13)06. Is that known as Butmaroo Creek? Yos, it is known by that name higher up.

1807. Do you think that the law as it stands at present is sufficient to protect the fish from anything like
indiscrimimate destruction? So far as the Act is concerned I think it affords protection enough, but I
think fish might be cultivated there. I think the fish might be inereased by closing the lake for twelve
months, and other kinds of fish might be put into Deep Creek.

1808, What would then become of the cceupation of the fishermen ? Of course that would be affected.
1809. Would you close a portion of the lake? No, I do not think it would be desirable o close any
portion. The whole sheuld be cloged. '

1810. Are there many fishermen up there ? There i only one fisherman there at present who devotes the
whele of his time to it, '

1811, Do you think that the lake ought to be closed for & period of at least twelve months? I repre-
sented that to the Commissioners on one or two oceasions, but they did not agree to my recommendation.
1812. Whab other kinds of fish do you think would flourish there? I think that if perch and bream
were put in the creeks they would supply the lake. o X

1813.  What sort of fich are caught in the Molonglo and Queanbeyan River ? Perch and Murray cod.
1814. Do they not catch a kind of fresh water bream there? I believe some has been caught there,
Bream was put in the Queanbeyan River and in other parts of the district by Mr. Gale, who brought
them from Melbourné, but I do not know that any of them have been caught.

1815. Did he not also bring over some salmon ?  Yes,

1816, Have you any idea whether they ave flourishing or not? I have heard that they are. So far as
the other fish are concerned in the Murrumbidgee, the Queanbeyan, and the Molonglo Rivers a great deal
of fish have appeared during the last twelve months. ‘

1817. Do you think that if Lake George were stocked with Murray cod and other fish it is likely thdt they
could be brought down to Sydney and anything like a trade could be created P Yes; provided that men
who understood the business undertook the fishing. T do not think that proper appliances are used at
present for fighing. .

1818. How do they fish? They use nets, but they do not seem to fish properly out on the lake. The
pﬁ'inc]:i!pal fish are caught by placing the nets partly across Deep Creek or wholly across it when they get
the chance. - : .

1819. You say that about 1,800 1b. weight of fish was caught last year—what was the size of those fish P

- From 81b. up to 50 1b.
* 1820. Has it ever come under your notice that the public are obstrueted in fishing around the shores of

the lake P The owners of the land around the lake have objected to fishermen landing there.

" 1821. Do they interfere with them at all on the Crown lands around the lake? Not thatl am aware of.

1822. Have they quite recently stopped parties from fishing off seme of the points on the Crown reserves
there? Not that I am aware of. Mr. P. H. Osborne owns Currandooley. :
1823. Is he not represented by Mr. Atkinson? Yes.

1824. Has he ever interfered with people on Crown lands? I am not in a position to say that he has
tarned people off Crown lands, but he claims the Jand on behalf of Mr. Oshorne,

1825. Did he not turn off Mr. Carruthers, the present Minister for Education? Yes,

1826. What area above high water-mark do you consider is Crown land around Lake George? I am not
in @ position to say. It seems to be a matter of dispute whether the Currandooley Hstate runs below
high water-mark or not. Ten years ago when I first went to Bungendore the lake extended for haif a
mile or three-guarters of a mile higher np on the'land than it does now. ,

1827. What do you consider to be the high water-mark on Lake George? I consider that it should
extend to the high water-mark of ten years ago. I do not think that even that was the highest mark,
1828. Do the proprietors of Currandooley Estate contend that they go below that? Yes, The water has

_ receded for a quarter of a mile or half a mile, and they eclaim that their estate goes to the edge of the

water. I remember.a time when the lake was partly dry, and they claimed it just the same then. _
1829. Do they persist in claiming that their estates run out to high water-mark, no matter where it is P
Yes; so far as I know, -
1830. TIs that the reason why they turn people off the Crown lands? I think so. Of course I do not
know that they have turned people off Crown lands, but they have turned people off land which they claim.
1831. Have you ever heard of their turning people off the reserve at Deep Creek? There is a large
reserve of about 400 or 600 acres there, but the public have no access to it. X

1882, Why not? There is no access except by boat up Deep Creek, and that is not navigable.

1833. Is there no road to it? No; the old road which used to lead on to it is closed, and & new road has-
been ndade in lieu of it. ' : '
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_ William Nicholas Cain ealled in, sworn, and examined :—

1834. Ohairman.] What position doyon hold in connection with the Fisheries Aet? Assistant inspector. . My, 7
I have to look after Tuggerah Lakes and Brishane Water. _ w.N. :(,‘a.m_.“
1835. How long have you held that position? Five years in Uecembor. ] 16m9
1836. Ilad you any experience of Fisherios before you joined the Serviee P Yes; I was a iisherman at ¥y A5
home, and in this country.
1837, Have you taken a great interest in Fisheries ! Yes. )
1838. Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Aet have applied justly, and have given satis-
faction to the people who carry on their callings as fishermen ? No; there is plenty of room for
improvement. . _
1839. Have you ab any time made any recommendations to the Commission with a view to remedying
alleged defects in the Fisheries Act? Yes; I represented to Dr. Cox that the fishermen complained that
the length of 300 yards for the nets they used on Tuggerah Lakes was not sufficient. I represented to
him that it would be just as well to let them use nets of 400 or 500 yards in length, provided they were
of the lawful mesh. It is just as well to let them malke one haul as two or three, ,
1840. Have you had many cases brought under your notice where nets of an unlawful mesh were used P
Yes, several ; and I have also detected them using nets of an unlawful length, -That has given rise to
many rows with the men. - :
1841, In earrying out your duties have you been obliged to seize those nets? Yes; buf since then I
have got a tell-tale which tells the weight of the fish. If when the Doats arrive I see that there are a
great many small fish, T weigh them. That saves a lob of tronble in chasing about after the men. Allmy
duty is to see that the fishermen do not destroy small fish, and I believe that the men do not intend to
destroy mere small fish than they can possibly help. : .
1842. When & net has once been passed as being of the legal mesh, do you not think that it should
always be considered legal ¥ No; when it is tanned it gets smaller. They make an allowance for thab
when they obtain the nets first.
1843. Do you think that aga rule 16 would De better to have a provision for punishing peopls who eatch
small fish, instead of being so particular as to the mesh of the net? Yes. When I first visibed Tuggerah
Lakes I found fiffeen baskets of smnall fish covered up with sea-weed. Those were caught with ualawful
nets. - The men who used those nets said, ““ When old Cain and the policeman ecomes we will give them a
piece of lead.” T seized their net and took it to Grosford. :
1844, Then the main souree of complaint by the fishermen is that the net is not of sufficient length P
Yes; in some places they would not want more than 800 yards, but in Tuggerah Lakes 800 yards is of ne
use, : : ' :
1845. What did you do with the nets which you seized ? T forwarded them to the head office in Sydney.
1846. What was done with them? They weresold. . I got my compensation for my work, and the rest of
the money went to the Treasury. o
1847. Do you get a certain percentage for seizing ?  Yes.
1848. Do you know whether it is likely that any of the nets sold went back to be used again in the
. Tuggerah Lakes? The men who owned the net ab the top of the Lake asked me to intercede so that they
might get their net back. 1 said that I should recommend that every man should have his lawful length
of 800 yards returned to him, but that anything over that ought to be eonfiscated. -
1849. Was this particular net of an unlawful length ?  Yes.
1850. Do you know whether any portion of the net was returned to the man? He got 800 yards back.
- | 1851. Did the Commission retain the other part? Yes ; I believe they did. ‘ o
: : 1852. 'What was the length of the net? Over 600 yards. : '

1853. Have you any assistant down there? No. Af first my son used to help me, bubhe got no allowance
so I could not keep him, I now have to pull my hoat about myself. :
1854, What salary do they give you? _£150 a year. - I get ne allowance for house-rent, and no travelling
expenses are allowed to me except a railway pass. I have to look after two boats. I have to lock after
the oyster leases at Brisbane Water, I have to measure the leases and do the principal work.

1855. -Are there many fishermen’s liconses issued there? During the last six or seven weeks there arve
thirty at Tuggerah Lakes. I earry the application forms in my pocket. When I come across three or
four men I ask them for their licenses. They may say that they have been to the office and that they
could not get the license. 1 supply them with a form of application and get them to sign it. I take the -
monsy to the Police Magistrate, at Gosford. He forwards the money on to the head office and gets the -
Jicense down; : R ‘ . ] o _

1866. Do you not think that it would facilitate matters and be more convenient for the fishermen if you
had power to issue those licenses without sending on to Sydney? Yes. It is no good for me to take out
a police constable to give those men in.charge. By speaking to them softly I can-get many of them fo -
sign an application and the license will be sent out to them. If the liconse were not sent te them they
could easily complain to the head office, so that there would be sufficient check on the receipt .of the

money.
1857. Have you had any complaints made as to the unnecessary closing of waters? No, :
. 1858. Have the waters which you have control over been cloged ? Part of them have. The Wyong Creek

at the entrance has been closed, but it is open now for a width of § mile. Seven weeks ago the fishermen
wanted to have the entrance to the Lakes opened ; but that would have cost £50 or £60, .and 1 told them
to wait a little longer. The last gale took all the sand away, snd the entrance is now § mile wide. The
water i 3 feet deep at the entrance, and it was only 10 inches deep in summer time. Before this happened
the fish used to lie on each side of the shallow parts trying to get m. ‘

1859. Would it not be better to give the local inspectors power to determine which waters should be
c¢losed and which waters should be left open, rather than leave it to the decision of the Commissioners?
Yes. : . _ i
1860, Have any of the Commissioners visited the Tuggerah Lakes? Nome, except Dr, (ox, Tfe was
there once last November, I think. ‘

1861. Where did Dr. Cox go to? He went to the entrance of the Lake. e went 4 miles from Wyong
tight across. : '
,183.!’32. ‘What sort of fish do they eatch at Tuggerah Lakes? All kinds of fish since it has been opened.
A lot of strange fish have comie in: mullet, gar-fish, and bream are the chief fish.- o 1863,
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1863. How is the fish sent to Sydney ? It is earried from Wyong to the railway station, and from there
to Sydney, '
1864. Did it previously come by water ? Yes, .

1865, Does much fish come from there? The last account I think was over 1,000 baskets. On an
average there are thirty-four men working there. They require six baskets ench per week to make it pay,
so that would give 204 baskets 2 weelk,

1866. Are you aware that it is a source of complaint on the part of the fishermen that the fish-market at
Woolloomooloo is not worked satisfactorily? ~ I have often heard complaints on that subject by the
fishermen.

1867. Do they complain that their consignments are very much reduced when they reach Sydney? Yesy
it iz a great shame and it ought to be stopped. I have heard several complaints about that.

1868. Have you had any experience with regard to oyster-culture? Yes. . )

1869. Are there many oyster leases in your district ?  The oyster leases in Brisbane water want improv-
ing very much. A mau may have an oyster lease and hiy next neighbour, who takes up 100 yards, may
have a Tamily of seven or eight children. The Act says plainly that anyone can tale s peck of oysfers.
This man’s family ean go on'to Crown land and take as many oysters as they please and pub them on
their own lease. That cannot be stopped. . . .
1870. Do you think that the Act is defective in that respect? Yes; it wantsa great deal of improving.
If it is not soon stopped there will not be any oysters in New South Wales, About 60 bags of New
Zealand oysters were put down in different parts of Brisbane Water, aud if we get a supply from them it
will be & very gocd thing. _

1871. Has there been a dearth of oysters in your district for some considerable time? The only oyster
in deep water is the cross oyster ; the oystermen get them with nets. As for the other oysters there are

" none fit to eat except on the lessees’ ground.

1872. Have you heard anything of a disease amongst the oysters? There is no disease amongst the
oysters there, .

1878. With reference to the leasing system, do you not think it would be better for the side of a river, or
a creek, or a tributary to be leased to one man instead of allowing a man to take up alease of 100 yards or
several leases of that area? I do not approve of the present system at all.

1874. Have yon ever heard of any cases of oysters being stolen? A lessee named Brown, who held a
lease for ten yeuars, sold his place. He wrote a letter to me stating that he had four bags of oysters
rﬁady to be sent to Sydney, but next morning they were all gone and he could not find out who had taken
13 em, - . .

1875. Do you know how many oyster leases there are in your distriet? About forty or sixty.

1876. Do you know anything about the kabits of the fishY The small fish in Tuggerah Lalkes want a
great deal of looking after. It is a great place for young fish, The Commissioners did one good thing in
closing all the rivers. Whenever there is a flood they come down with a rush. They go right up to the
fresh water in the creeks, which are great nurseries for them. :
1877. Do you know anything of the migratory fish, such as the sea-mullet? Yes.

1878. At what time of the year do they go into the lakes? Generally about March. There have been -
very few this year, because the lakes have not been opened. Now, all kinds of fish are coming in: fish
ihat were never seen in the lake before. :

1879. Mr, Stephen.] Is there a great portion of the lake closed against fishing ! Yes.

1880. Is there a close season at any particular time of the year? I do not see why they wani to close
the Tuggerah Lakes at all. In any of the creeks they canneot use a hauling-net; they must use a
meslﬁng-net from one side of the creek to the other, I do not see that it would require to be ¢closed
at all.

"1881. Then you believe it is unnecessary to close any portion of Tuggerah Liakes? Yes; while the
entrance is half & mile wide the fish can go in and out as they like. . .

1882. Is the entrance closed during some portion of the year ? It has not been closed sincewe had a
gale of wind lately., Sometimes it i closed. :

1883, Can the spring tides flow in ab any time? Yes; if a boat comes close to the entrance there is ruch
a strong tide that they cannot fish there,

1884. If the small fish are hauled up on shore does it not do them a great deal of damage even if they are
put back into the water ? Yes; if they are hauled on shore not one half of them will live even if they
‘are put back in the water. . _

1885. 'What is your reason for believing that nels 450 or 500 yards in length should be used on Tuggerah
Lakes ?  The men would not then have to make so many hauls as they have.to make at present. They
might just as well be allowed to make one haul as to make $hree or four hauls, "With nefs only 300 yards
long they require to have very long lines. : ‘

1886. Do you believe that the same length of net should be allowed on all fishing-grounds as you
recommend for the Tuggerah Lakes ? No, I think that800 yards is rather too long for Brisbane Water,
1887, Why do you think that 800 yards js long encugh for Brishane Water? The tide is very strong
there and the fishermen have 1ot got such long places to haul as they have at the Tuggerah Lakes.

1888. Can you suggest any remedy for the stealing of fich while in fransit to the market? T am afraid
that the remedy I would suggest wonid not pay. I think that every fisherman should have his fish-
baskets locked ; then when they arrive at the market they could be unlocked by the agents. ‘

1889, 'Why would it not pay to lock the baskets? I do not know whether or not it would pay. I think
it would be better for the fishermen to try it. I think if two or three of the people who steal the fish
were caught and an example made of them they would roon drop it. :

1890. Why do you think it would not pay to lock the baskets ? = The fishermen themselves say it would

‘not pay according to the prices they get.

1881. They would not have to provide a new lock every time they sent a basket down to Sydney? They
would want brass locks and keys.
1892. 'Would it not pay them in the long run? Yes. :
1893, Is there any worm disease among the oysters in Tuggerah Lakes? There are no oysters in Tuggerah
Lakes except at-the entrance.  There Is no disease amdiig the oysters in Brishane Water, '
1894. My, Stevenson.] You have spoken of an oyster lessee named Brown. Did you ever hear of his
applying to the Commissioners for leave to. prosecute persons who were destroying his'lease P Yes. 895

: : 1885,
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" 1895, Do you know whether they refused permission? They sent word to the Police Magistrate to issue w gl‘o S
no summons. Of course that was quite sufficient. — 2’_‘1:
1896. Then virtually they did refuse permission to prosecute? Yes. 16 July, 1899,
1897. Do you not consider that that was a very great injustice to Brown? I do not see what harm the B
fishermen were doing him because they hauled their nets at low water, aud his ovsters were on higher
ground and they did not interfere with his oysters. '
1898. Then it was against the fishermen that he applied ? Yes.
1899. And those fishermen had licenses P Yes.
1900, Did yon ever apply for a residence or a tent at Tuggerah?  Yes.
1901, 'What was the result of your application? I never got an answer. I have no cover at night.
1902. Ave you supplied with any means of protecting yourself from the weather? No; I have to bring
‘ up at an hotel.
; 1903, Are you supposed to be supplied with a macintosh?  Yes.
: 1904. Are the Government supposed to supply you with that? Yes, and a coat.
- 1905. Have they issued them for this year? No. They ought to be issued ab the beginning of cvery
| winter, but they have not been issued yet.
1906. Did you recommend the closing of the lakes? No.
1907. Then the Commissioners closed them without consulting you ? Yes.
21908, Ts that wise? I do not see that it requires elosing at all.
1909. What ig the object of tanning the nets? It preserves the net.
1910, Does it reduce the mesh? Yes.
1911, Ave the nels tanned for the purpose of preservation and not with the object of reducing the mesh ?
Yea.
: 1912, Do you nob censider it is a very great hardship when a man is compelled to tan his net in order to
| preserve it that that net should be seized P Yes; but when he buys it he should make allowance for the
i tanning,
1913. If the net is tanned and it gets below the legal mesh it is liable to be seized P Yes.
1914. Have you any idea whether the pilfering of the fish takes place when it is being sent to market?
I have heard that it tales place on the railway as well as in other places.
, 1915. Are the baskets generally tied with a piece of loose siring?  Yes. ' '
5 1916. Do you not think that the pilfering would be prevented if ithe fishermen pub twine #ight round
their baskets? A man eouid easily cut off the twine.
1917. Do you nob think that the fish would be better protected if every man sewed his basket round with
twine? Yes. .
1918. As the baskets are tied now, is it not easy for a man to untie the twine and take out as many fish
as he likes ¥  Yes.
1919. Have you any assistant? No, .
1920, How far have you to pull ? On an average I used to walk 80 miles, from Gosford to Salt Water
Creek, every week when I was first appointed. I used to go to the top of the Take. :
1921, How far would you have to pull then? 16 or 18 mi%es. Then I came to Brisbane Water, and T
pulled all round there. There is a lot of pulling to do, and I have to do it all by myself.
1922. On Brisbane Waler alone what de you think is the average distance you have to puli? From
Webb’s Reef to the township, which is 7 or 8 miles at the very least. Then 1 have to go to Cockle Creel.
That is about 84 miles. From Cockle Creek up to Broadwater is 8% or 4 miles. Wye Wye s about 7
miles from the township. I sometimes go by train, and then I get a boat to go round. i
Thomas Temperley called in, sworn, and examined :—
1928, Chairman.] What position do you hold?  TInspector of the Northern Fisheries. Mr.
1924, How long have you held that position ? During the continuance of the present Fisheries Act-— T.Temperley,
that is since 1881, T
1925, Were you engaged in the Public Service previously ? Nob during the previous seven or eight years, 16 July; 1689,
T had been teaching up to 1875. . '
. 1926. So you had no experience previous to your appointment in connection with fisheries ? No practical
- experience, ‘

1927, What knowledge you have gained is theoretical? As a native of the Colony I was thoroughly
conversant with fish and their habits, and I had inferested myself much with the oyster question long
before I ever dreamt of taking office as Inspector of Fisheries. In fact I had written to the press on the
oyster question. . : e :
1928, %haﬁ aren doet your district embrace ?  From Cape Hawke to the Tweed River—that is more than
one-third of the entire coast. .
1929, So it isa very important district? Yes. ' . ‘
1930. Do you consider that the provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly to fishermen ? In my
distriet the fishermen do net complain so much of the Act as of the difficulties they have to contend with
in getting their fish to market. Fish are abundant, and there is ne necessity there for any closed waters,
nor is there any inducement for fishermen to work with small mesh nets, '
1931. Have you any closed waters there ? No.
1932, How many fishermen’s licenses have been issued ? On the Clarence River there wore 56 fishermen
licensed in 1888. ' :
1983. Are there any licenses issued on the other rivers ? No; the fishing industry en the north coast was
nothing until 1887.% The principal industry in connection with the northern division up to that time
_was the oyster production. In 1887 the fisheries began to be developed,-and they have assumed large
proportions since. _ :
1984. So that your duties were pretty well confined to the oyster eulturs up to 1887 #  Yes, in connection
with oyster leases. . o :
1935, Have any of the Commissioners visited your district at any time? Yes, Mr. Oliver visited the
distriet on one oeeasion.. - 1936

#* Note (on revision):—A. few fishermen ave located at Cape Hawke, and_om the Masning and Richmond Rivers,
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1936. Have any of the other Commissioners visited it? Ne. :

1937. How long did Mr. Oliver remain there? I happened to be away in another part of my district at
the time, but I understand that he was en the Mauning River for about a week.

1938. Have not the fishermen complained of the unjust operation of the law in any respeet? There is
abundance of fish on the north coast and the fishing indusiry has developed itself during the last two or
three years it consequence of the infroduction cf the wode of transmitting fish in ice-chests. The fisher-
men do not make any complaints about their nets or albont any of the regulations, but they are loud in
their complaints about the manner in which the fish arc treabed on their arrival in Sydney.

1989, Have you nover had oceasion to take action in prosecuting people for infringement of the isheries
Act? I have prosecuted for the theft of oysters, for the removal of undersized oysters.  Also in one or
two tes’ cases where attempts were made to test the validity of oyster leases. 1 have prosecuted fisher-
men for fishing without licenses, but T have net had occasion to prosecute flshermen for taking under-
sized fish or working with undersized nets.

1940. Are you aware that after a net hag been passed as being of the legal mesh when it has been tanned
once or twice it shrinks below the legal size ? Yes

1941. Do you not think it would be ouly just that when once a net has been passed as legal it should
always be considered to be legal P Yes ; but there wounld always be a difficulty in determining whether it
was the same net. You cannot very well mark a net so as to render its identification a matter of certainty.
1942, Have you at any time brought under the notiee of the Commissioners or the Government proposals
to remedy any alleged defects in the Fisheries Aet ? Not latterly.

19114:3. Did you at any time with reference to oyster leases or the fisheries generally? I cannot say that
I have. : o

1944, Have the Commissioners at any time acted with reference to proseeutions, the leasing of oyster-beds,
or the granting of fishermen’s licenses without consulting you? As far as prosecutions are concerned
inspectors are required to procure the permission of the Commissioners before prosecuting. In one case

- of pilfering T am Sorry to say no prosecution ensued.

reports.

1945, Therefore it takes some time before a prosecution iz initiated if you have to report o the Com-
missioners first aml await their instruetions? Yes,

1946. "'Would it not be much better if the power were vested in you as inspector to prosecute there and
then P I think that the inspectors of fisheries in charge of districts should be empowered to prosecute
when cases arise. 1 may mention that the Commissioners have given me a general power recently
authorizing me to prosecube in any cases of infringement of the Act, )

1947. Do you not think it would be more convenient to give you power also to issue licenses and oyster
loases P I think with regard to the issue of licenses that local inspectors should be allowed to receive the
money, and that immediately on receipt they should transmit it to Sydney. By that means a fisher-
ihan would be allowed at once to proceed to fish pending the arrival of his license. It would be practi:
cally issued as soon as he paid the money.

1948. As a matter of fact a fisherman might apply for a license to the Commissioners here and have if
granted to himn without your knowledge? Yes.

19§9.YY011 would -have no knowledge of the existence of that license unless you asked him to produce
it? Yes,

1950. Then it would be more convenient for the local inspector if he could issue the license P Yes; or
even if he iwere allowed to receive the money.

1951. Have the rents for the oyster leases been paid in your distriet? No; inmany, bubt not in all cases,
1952, T suppose it is only in cases of defanlt of payment of the rents that the matter comes under your
notice? The inspectors know nothing whatever with regard to default in the payment of rent.

1953, Do not the Commissioners at any time ask you o cause inguiry to be made? Not with regard to
the payment of rent.

1954, Do they ask you with regard fo the condition of the leases and the oyster-beds? Yes.

1955, Is there any system with regard fo sending veports to the Commission? Yes, we send monthly

195G, What ralary de you get? £210 a year.

- 1957. Até you allowed an assistant? T have a boatman who'also does duty as assistant inspector.

1658, Where ? At Palmer's Island, Clarence River.

1959. Do they allow you house-rent? No.

1960. Have you had occasion to seize nets at any time? No.

1961. Do you not think it would be better to have a provision embodied in the Act to punish persons
severely for bringing undersized fish o market rather than be so particular as to the mesh of the neta ?
1 certainly think that the restrictions should continue as at present with regard to the size of the nets,
and also with regard to the size of the fish when brought into market.

1562. Have you ever heard any fishermen complain that the length of the net is insufficient? Not in my
district ; but I have elsewhere, : .
1963. Has Mr, Thompson ever visited your district? Yes.
1964, On many occasions P~ Only on one oceasion,

1965. How-long did he stop ¥ About a week.

1966. Are you aware that it is a source of complaint on the part of fishermen that the fish-market at
‘Woolloemooloo is worked unsatisfactorily P Yes, it is the cause of great complaint.

1967. Is it the principal complaint that their consignments arrive at the fish-markets very much reduced ?
Yes. Iind that we shipped from the Clarence River in 1888 10,453 haskets of fish, and the returns from
the fish-market only showed 8,580 haskets. . :

1968. How do you account for'that deficiency ? Partly through a portion of the fish being bad on arrival,
but of dourne there are causes for that.

1069, Mr. Stephen.] Did it arise from thieving ? I Dbelieve part of it would be caused- by that, but-I
sannot say of my own knowledge. ‘

+ 1870, Can you give the Committee any information with regard to the mode in which fish is sent from the

Northern District to Sydney ? The fish are placed in large chests with large quantities of ice. The boxes
ate b0 la¥ge that they are packed on the steaners’ wharves, Cn the Clirence River alome last year the

. ‘weekly consumption of ice in summer amounted {& about 4 tons, The ice-chests on arrival in Sydnéy-

are-
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are landed on the steamers’ wharves and ave openod there, The steamers arrive in Sydney usually in the My
afternvon. The shipments are bi-weekly, but the most important arrives on Thursday afterncon at TTempm:le.y
different times, varying from perhaps noon uniil 9 or 10 o’clock at night. The chests are so large that lm&
they are not removed to the fish-market. They are opened on the wharves in Sydney by the fishermen’s ™ PR
agents, and the fish are earried in baskeis to the fish-market. They ave thawed daring this transit. When
the steamers arrive in the day the ice-chests are left on the steamers’ wharves in the broiling sun, and it
is only reasonable to suppose that the fish wlhich avrive during the afterncon of one day which have to be
unpacked and carried to the fish-market and sold the nexbt morning, are found to be bad in many instances.
The fishermen are loud in their complaints &s to the mode of treatment the fish receive on their arrival in
Sydney. There is no deubt that the proper remedy would be to have the fish seld at Darling Harbour on
the afternoon of their arrival, and then they could be distributed over the city and suburbs, and along the
railway line on the Thursday night long before the time at which they are now sold. :
] 1971, Bo that you would advocate the establishment of o depdt at Darling Harbour ?  Yes; I think it is
i+ only necessary to abolish the municipal vestrictions with regard to the sale of fish. Frivate enterprise
would then siep in, and the fish would be sold on their arrival in the afternsen. All that would be
necessary would be to have an assistant ingpector of Fisheries on the spot to pass the fish.
1972, 'What sort of fish are consigned from the Northern Distiicts to Sydney ? Only the more valuable
kinds, such as whiting, bream, and the flat-tailed mullet.
1978, Do you get any schnapper there? Yes; there are fine schnapper-grounds, but the schnapper is not
sent to market. :
1974. 'With reference to oyster leases, how many are there in your district? There are 222 loases in
sixteen inlets, including a total of 77,800 yards.
1975, Are those leases let to several people? Yes; they are let in large and small areas.
. 1976. 'With respect to the issue of those lenses to small people, do you not think it would be better to
have some provision, whereby leases would be issued only to people in large areas instead of allowing men-
to take up 100 yards here and there indiscriminately 7 Yes.
1977. Have you ever heard complaints that the smaller men have been in the habit of pilfering from the
* larger beds? Yes, in some cases. ' ‘
1978, Is Mr. Woodward a large lessee in your district? Yes.
1979. What quantity of oysters is sent from your distriet? TFrom the Northern Division we shipped in
1888, 6,190 bags of oysters; in 1884, 3,186 bags; in 1885, 3,177 bags; in 1886, 3,962 bags ; in 1587,
1,226 bags; in 1888, 1,864 bags. It will be seen that thero has been a great falling off in the last few
yoears,
1980. Tlow do you aceount for the decrease ? In 1888 there was a very large production as the resuls
of the licensed boat system which was in force in that year. 'There is no doub$ that the oyster-beds
were very much damaged by that system. There was a large number of licensed boatmen who went
from river to river as the beds were thrown open, and they dredged the beds as long as they could get
.anything from them. Then they went on to the next place. They did nothing whatever in the way of
improving the beds, and they took no interest in them. They took large and small oysters, although
they were under the supervision of inspectors. There is no doubi they seriously injured the oyster-beds.
} The Manring River has never recovered from the severe dredging it received in 1883. The system was
’ abolished in 1884. With regard to the deficiency during the last two years I attribute it to the exiremes
of rainfall which the Colony has experienced. The floods of 1887 did an immense deal of damage to the
oysters, especially on the Clarence River, T made a careful examination of the Clarence River after the.
flood of 1837, and I found that 84 per cent. of the oysters had been destroyed by the flood. -
' 1981. Have you ever heard of the existence of a disease in the oysters ¥ There is no digease in my division
L on the Northern Coast. The worm or mud disease does not extend beyond Port Stephens. '
1982. 8o that excessive rainfall is just as likely to affect the oyster-beds injuriously as is the want of
rain P Yes, the drought of 1888 was just as disastrous., It prevented the beds from recovering,
1983. Do you not think it would be a good iden to close the differemi rivers from oyster-getters, for
say a period of two or three years, so as to resuscitate the beds? The lossees have done that. No
oysters have been taken from the Clarence River sinee 1887 up to the present time. No oysters have.
been taken from Camden Haven since November, 1886, and only some eighty-six bags have been taken
duzing the last five years ; so that both these rivers have been practically closed by the lesseed for a
period of nearly three years. ' : ‘ S
: 1984, Has any quantity of spab from New Zealand oysters been laid down on the oyster-beds there P
1 Mr, Woodward and Mr. Comino laid down on the Clarence and Manning Rivers and Cape Hawke last
vear 2,250 bags of oysters which was a larger number of oysters than were raised again from the division
during the whole of that time. , .
1985. Can you suggest any way by which oyster-culéure might be more suceessfully carried en in the.
rivers? I think the present mode of giving long leases—that is security of benure—is abonf the best:
thing that can be adopted to get the beds properly cared for; but to give a lessee 100 or 200 yards in a~
river where other lessees have large areas would be in seme cases to give the small lessee opportunities to
rob the others. .
1986. My, Stephen.] What ave the principal rivers or inlets embraced in your distriet? The Clarence,
the Manning, the Richmond, the Tweed, the Hastings, and Bellinger Rivers, Camden Haven, Cape Hawke,
and the Maecleay. . . '
1987. Had you any experience as a fisherman previous te-your appointment as inspector ?  No, except

ag an amatenr. : ‘ ‘ -
1988. You are not acquainted with the real hardships that fishermen have to undergo? I know some-

thing of them. : ' , ‘

1989, Are you aware that the life of a fisherman is a very hard one ? Yes. :

1990, Do you think that. it is desirable to throw any obstacles in their way P No. On the confrary T

consider that the industry should be furthered in every possible way.

1991. Do you consider that the present Act bears heavily and unfairly on the fishermen? 1 believe that . ..
the Aect has perhaps been harshly administered in some cases as & result of the system of giving inspectors . =~
& Share of the fines. - o ' ) o :

1992, Do you think that it is desirable that inspectors should have a share of the fines? No.

1998,
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My 1803, Do you think that it is an incentive to the inspectors to be rather harsk ? T think am inspectof
T, Temperley. ghould have sufficient aalary to remunerate him for his work withont Lis having 2 share of the fines, While
16 Jaly, 1889: it has the effect of giving'an incentive to a man to do his duty, it also tends. to_cause the regulations
el * to be strained and prosecutions to be undertaken where they otherwise would not be. ,
1994. Are those fines awarded only to the inspector who may happen to seize P The prosecuting party is
entitled to half the fines. Moreover the clerls of petty sessions almostinsist that the inspector shall take it.
1995, Are the fines divided pro rafe amongst all the inspectors? No; the prosecuting party in eacly
case receives a moiety of the fine.
1996. Are there any distinctions between the fisheries inspectors as fo position or grade? The Aect
provides for three inspectors and a number of assistant mspectors and acting inspectors—that 1s an
mspector for each of the three divisions with sundry assistants and acting assistants who are generally

pilots on the coast and who receive small salaries.

1997, There are three grades P Yes.

1998. To which of the three do you belong ? To the inspectors of divisions.

1999. Then you have assistant inspectors under you? Yes.

2000. Do those assistant inspectors report directly o you or to the Commissioners P To the Department.

2001. Then they may send reports to the Department which you know nothing of ? Yes; they often do so.

2002, Are the fish which are sent to Sydney in ice-chests frozen P They are chilled.

2003. When they are gent down in that way, after they are taken out of the ice-chests, are they liable o

go bad quicker than if they were brought down without being placed in ice-chests? They will not keep

for a very great length of time after thawing, )

2004. Do you think that it would be desivable to establish trawl-fishing on our coasts? I think it is

Eeﬂy desirable that the experiment should be made, and that the coast should be surveyed for trawl-
shing.

2003. At the present time is there sufficient knowledge of the coast to establish that mode of fishing?

1;’0, };'t would be rather a risky experiment to run a trawl over the ground till we ascertain the nature of

the bottom.

2006. Are there different kinds of oysters in the northern rivers? Ithiuk they have only one kind of

oyster—that is the ordinary drift-oyster. Some people make a distinction between the rock-oyster and

the drift-oyster, but I do not think there is any difference between them. I think that they are both the

same. The mud-oyster is a different oyster, but that is not known in the northern division,

2007. M. Stevenson.] How many assistants have you under you? T have one assistant at the Manning

River ; one boatman, who is also acting-assistant on the Clarence River, and five acting-assistant pilots.

2008. Do you take the pilots on each of the rivers P Yes.

2009. 'When you want to do anything, before you take any action have you first to report to the Com-

missioners P Yes.

2010. Do you find that any delay oceurs ?  Sometimes.

2011. From whom do you receive your instructions when the Chief Inspector is absent from Sydney ?

From the Acting Secretary, Mr. Ellis. ‘

2012. Do you think he is competent to give you instructions on practical maiters relating to fisheries?

I do not know anything of Mz, Ellis’ qualifications. I have seldem received any instruetions from him.

2018. 'Would it not be better to receive instructions from a gentleman whose duties were not merely

clerical ? Yes, certainly. :

2014. Would it net be better for the oyster lease rents and the fees for fishermen’s licenses fo be paid to

the inspecfor in each district so that he might have some knowledge as to who held the leases and what

fishermen paid for licenses ? I do not think it would be desirable that the rents should be paid to the

inspectors, bub I think that they should be notified. :

2015. Do you think that if the Commission were abolished and the fisheries placed under Ministerial

control it would be an improvement? T do. Ithink that it is advisable that the fisheries should be under

the control of one person, whether that person be a single Commissioner, inspector, or secretary, as long as

ho is & responsible officer and has power to deal with matters of urgeney as they arise.

2016, Are you aware how often the Commissioners meet ¢ Once & week, :

2017, Have you ever heard of business being delayed through there not being & quorum ?  Yes.

2018. Frequently? Not frequently. :

2019, When there is no quorum no matter how important the business may be, what beeomes of if.

Has it o stand over for another week? In extremely urgent cases I understand that the Secretary visits

the members of the Commission.

2020. Does the pilot at the Tweed act for you? Yes, but not at the Richmond.

2021, Who is at the Richmond River? Isupervise the Richmond River myself.

2022, There are not many fishermen on 1{hs Richmond P Nt just now.

2;)2?‘1. W?en you go to the Bellinger and the Macleay do the pilots act? We generally get the assistance

of the police. : '

2024. Do they give their assistance without salary? Yes.

2025. Is that the only control you have ? Yes; but I do not often visit thase outlying places. It would

be as easy to visit the Manning from Sydney as it is to visit it from the Clarence.

THURSDAT, 17 JULY, 1889,
. Present: —
Mz, FRANK FARNELTL, Mr. RITCHIE,
Mr. HOWE, Mz. WILLIAM STEPHEN,
Mz. STEVENSON. .
FRANK FARNELL, Esg., IN THE CHAIR. -

) Frederick Nelson recalled and furiher examined »—
M. 2026. Chairman.] Do you know anything about the.boundaries of Lake George? No. .

F. Nelson. 9097, Do you remember any oceaslon on which persons have been prevented from using the lake or
going upon the land above the lake, which is supposed to be a reserve? I know for a fact that they have

17 July, 1889, been prevented from going on the eastern side of the lake, ' 2028,
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2028, Do you linow Lake Bathurst? Yo : Me
2029. Do you know whether Crown lands adjoin that lake ? I am not thoroughly acquainted with Lake F. Nelson.

Bathurst.

2080. Have yon said that you could not state positively whether or not there are any fish in Lake
Bathurst ? I have heard that theve are. I know for a fact that fish were put in there many years ago.
The reason why I am not well acquainted with Lake Bathurst is that it is in the Argyle District. Dy
-dutics as inspector of Fisheries do not extend there.

2031. Do you think that fish-lreeding could Dbe satisfactorily carried on in Lake Bathurst as well as in
Take George? Yes.

2082. Yon have spoken of two creeks running inta Lake George as good breeding-grounds for fish.
"Would you advise that those creeks should be closed from fishing ?  If it was intended to go in for fish-
breeding I wonld strongly recommend that. Butmaroo oz Deep Creek and Toralla Creels should be closed.
2033. Have you any knowledge of any otherinland fisheries?  Yes; the Murrumbidgee, the Queanbeyan,
and the Molenglo Rivers. Those are all in the Queanbeyan District, of which I have supervision. '
2034, Do you receive any salary from the Fisheries Conumission P Yes, £20 per annum.

2035, . Stephen.] You said something about high-water mark st Lake George. Do yourefer to flosd
water mark ?  Yes. Iake Geerge is not influenced by the tide.

2036, What is the quality of the water in Lake George? It is nob salt, but it is very Drackish. In dry
weather it is very much so. -

2087. Do you think that the quality of the water is favorable to the production of Murray cod? Yes,
because they grow there to such a large size, and are in such good condition, '
2088, With respect to high-water marl, is there any defined line showing where the frontages of private
properties should cease ¥ It appears that many years ago there were grants on the borders of the lake;
but there iz no defined boundary as to high-water mark.

2039, Is it the practice of the private owners to say that their properties are bounded by the water of the,
lake, no matter what height the water may be? Yes,

2010. Do you think that the Government should define a certain line there or let matters remain ay they
are? I think that there ought to be a defined boundary. That is, certain lands dround the lake should
be defined for public purposes.” :

2041. Do you think that the boundaries of private properties around the lake ought to be defined ?
Yes; it is very necessary. '
2042, Chairman.] Have you any siatement to make to the Committee? With reference to the evidence
I gave the other day, a question was asked by Mr. O’Sullivan as to whether if Murray cod and perch
were placed in Lake George a market could be got in Sydney for the fish, T fhink he must have meant
Lake Bathurst, because there are perch and Murray cod in Take George mow. Then Mr. O’Sullivan
asked if I knew that Mr. Carruthers was turned off Government land. I am nobt aware that he was
turned off Government land, but ke was prevented from passing over private property, in order to get to
a reserve fronting Deep Creek, That i the reserve which I mentioned in my previous evidence.

2043. M. Stephen.| Are you aware on what grounds he was prevented from passing over the property ?
Yes; he was passing over private property. The reserve fronts Deep Creek, but there is no road fo if,
anud no person can travel to it. The road that originally passed over a corner .of it is closed and-a new
road has been made in lieu of it. Therefore there i3 no access to this creek except by Deep Creek which
is not navigable. ' ' '
2044. Do the private owners of the land fronting Deep Creek claim it as their property? Yes. The
land is meagured on either side, snd I know they claim Deep Creek.

2045. As their privale property 7 Yes. '

2046. What kind of fish were placed in Lake Bathurst? Murray eod, : : '
204%7. What is the quality of the water in Lake Bathurst? It is rather inclined to be brackish, bub it is
not go salt as the water of Lake Greorge. , '
2048. Do you think that the fish that wounld thrive in Lake George would also thrive in Lake Bathurst ? Yes.
2049. "What it the extent of Lake Bathurst? 1T have no practical knowledge of if, but it is 12 miles round.
2050, Is it subject to the rise and fall according to the season like Lnke George? Yes; many years ago
there was an island in the centre of it which was stocked with rabbite. The late wet seasons, however,
have caused that island to bo covered with water. '

17 July, 1559,

Mr. Thomas Temperley vecalled and further examined :—

2051, r. Ritchie.] Tu vour previous evidence you said that you had no previous experience of fishing Mr.
before youn were appoinied inspector;—what do you mean by practical experience? I did mot ever T.Temperley.
earn my living a8 a fisherman or oystermsan. : S _ - oA
2052. You do not admit that you had no experience of fisheries or oyster-culture ? No; I consider that 17 July, 1889,
I had a very good knowledge of them. I had done a lot of fishing from my childhood in Port Jackson,

and in deep water, and in the Manning River. I had awmple opportunities of becoming acquainted with

the fisheries there. .

2053. You said that previously. you were a teacher ;—what classification had you as a teacher? T had the

certificate of class 1I, section A, which I obtained by examination, This classification would entitle

me, under the Department of Public Instruetion, to a salary of £250 a year and an allowance of £80

for house-rent. B

2054. What was your occupation after you left the Education Department? I was the proprietor of

large saw-mill on the Manning River for some yeara. B

2055, Did you then study oystér-culture ? Yes; Iinterested myself in the question during that time.

2056. Did yon gain any practical or scientific experience ? T gained a lot of experience as to the work-

ing of the oyster-beds. The Manning River wag a very important oyster disiriet. I also have the benefit

of eight years’ expericnce as an inspector of fisheries. ‘ ' o

2057. Did large quantities of oysters leave the Manning River for Sydney? Yes, the Manning River

was then leased for £1,000 per year. = o o

2058. Were you appointed inspector for the Northern Division when the Act first cameinto force P Yes;

and I am the only one remaining in the departinent 6f the inspectors oviginally appointed. I -am senior -
inspector by lengt-hsof service. 2059,
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r. 2059, In your opinion what qualifications are necessary for an inspector? The inspector of a division
T. Temporloy. «}0u]d be'a good all-round man, e should have general ability, good clerical attainments, certanly o
T Jui 1559, 80od knowledge of fish and oysters, of oyster-eulture and net fishing. He should be competent to mea-

T " sure oyster leases and make accurate tracings of them. I have had a great deal of that work to do. The
inspector must necessarily be & good boatman, also a good horseman and bushman, so that he may be a‘ble
to travel by compass over the country. T have had to travel where there are no voads and I have fre-
quently camped out, sometimes with a saddle for a pillow, and have swam rivers and creeks where thore
were no residents to ferry a stranger across. e should also be competent to interpret the Actand the
Regulations, and to conduct prosecutions. IHe should be thoroughly able to report on the various
magters referred to him and ho should be a good correspondent. .

2460, Do you think that the present Commission works well and that the adwministration is effective? T
think that the Commission did good valuable work in erganizing the department and in obtaining infor-
mation, especially the information on which Parliament abolished the licensed oyster-hoat system in 1884,
but in administration T think that the gentlemen who form the Commission and whose time is valuable
should not be required to deal with matters of detail, such as the passing of accounts and the approval
_of the expenditure of small sums of money. Ifor example: I have a compass which cost 7s. 6d. ; whou
T applied for aunthority to purchase it the question had to be submitted to the Board.
2081. Whom do you think that should be vested in?  In oné of the superior officers.
2062. In the inspectors? - No; in the head of the department.
2063. That would be the Secretary ? Yes, or the chief inspector. 1think thatimportant matters of urgency
should be dealt with at onee, without keeping them %1l there is & meeting of the Board. 1 refer to pro-
secutions and other impertant matters that often arise, and which require to be dealt with without delay.
2064, You mentioned something about the deteetion of some person stealing oysters ;—did you presecute
in that case? No, :
2065. What were the reasons for net prosecuting P The facts were these : I caught a family stealing
oysters from a lease belonging to Mr. Gibbins. This occurred on the Evans Biver. They had a quantity
of oysters and they were actually taking them from Mr. Gibbins’ lease and loading a cart ab daylight
when I discovered them. I reperted the matter to the department and notified my intention of prose-
cuting, but the Commissioners declined to allow me. They decided that the lessee should protect his own
interests, I had seized the oysters and I wished to prosecute. The lessee who resided in Sydney did not
consider that he had time te go so far to prosecute and the mafler was leff to his agenton the Hvans
River to ecarry out the proseeusion ; but the agent declined to prosecute. The consequence was that the
prosecubion fell through.
20686. Then the Commissioners did not consider it was their business to instruet you bo earry cnt the
prosecution ¥ Not in that case; afterwards they gave me general power to prosecute in all cases.
2067, Did you helieve at the time that you kad power to prosecute under the Act? No, I have no power
to prosecute unless the Commissioners authorize me. The family when canght stealing alleged that the
stolen oysters had been procured from a small lease of 100 yards which had been applied for but for
which the lease had not been issued.
2068. Then this man, the head of the family, was not actually a lessee at the fime? No, but his lease
was ready for issue.
2069, He had no legal authority to go on the ground and collect oysters? No,
2070. Was it & clear case of ba,ljr(ing oysters off another man’s ground 7 Yes, it wag 3 very clear case.
2071, My, Stevenson.] What did you do with the lease of this man who you allege stole the oysters? Tt
was cancelled by the Governor on the advice of the Commissioners.
2072, Upon what grounds # I do not know. I had recommended that the lease should be withheld
pending the result of the prosecution for stealing the oysters. I presume that it was in connection with
the cage of stealing the oysters that the lease was cancelled,
2078. But if he had been prosecuted might it not have been shown that the man was taking oysters from
hiz own ground ¥ I de not think there was any pessibility of that.
2-074.1181(:{11 there was no case brought against the man? Ie wae not prosecuted but his lease was
cancelled. '
2075, AMr. Ritchie]] In your former evidence you said that the fishermen made great complaints about
the means of transporting fish to Bydney.. Of course it is no part of your duty to make provision of that
kind? Tt is not. ' :
2076. That rests entirely with private enterprise? Yes. -
2077. Do you think it iz possible to increaseé the supply of fresh fieh from the northern rivers if some
better provisions were made for conveying the fish?  Yes, the fishermen have lost so much by the treat-
ment the fish have received in Sydney that numbers of them have actually discontinued fishing. On the
Clarence River the number of fishermen has decreased from twenty boats during last year to three or four
dnring the early part of this year. This was owing almost entirely to the fact that the men could not get fair
remuneration, and they would have been satisfied to work on for low returns. The fishermen have to
purchase the ice in Sydney, pay freight for it to the Clarence River, freight on the ice-packed fish to
Sydney, cartage of the fish from Darling Harbour to Woolloomooloo, and then not only pay 5 per cent.
o 'thelilr_ agents for looking after the sale of the fish, but have to pay the corporation salemen commission
as well. '
2078, Can you make any better suggestion for the means of conveying the fish to market? The convey-
ance of them -generally speaking is right enough. The important question is the disposal of the fish after
their arrivabin Sydney. I am satisfied that if the fish were sold at Darling Harbour in the afternoon or
evening of arrival there would be a very large increase in the supply of fish for the city and suburbs, and
in many instances the fish would be retailed and consumed long before thestime at which it is now sold at
the Woolloomooloo fish-market. ' ' ;
2079, Are you well acquainted with the habits of fish generally ? Yes. _ '
2080. What is your opinion about the migratory fish? We have several kinds of migratory fish. The
; large whiting comes in on the north coast in November to spawn. - The salmon move along the coast in
| October. I have taken particular interest in the habits of the sea-mullet. One year, 1883, also in 1884, I~
! instructed my assistant inspectors along the coast to carefully note the time when they entered the inlets..
: Tt is the ‘general opimion thdt this fish works from the south towards the morth.*” I found on these”
. aceasions -

Lot

' *Nors (on revision) :—Monthly reports—April, 1883 ; also April, 1884, -
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occasions that the mullet entered first the Tweed River aboui the early pari of March; later on they
entered the Richmond, then the Clarence, then, the Macleay, the Hastings, and so on down the coast,
showing conclusively that they worked southwards. A current sets along the coast southwards, and
whenever the fish began to move, their heads would be turned to the north against the current, and they
would appear to be working their way northwards, but I believe that they really work their way from
north to south instead of from south to north as is generally supposed.

2081. In what months of the year does this migration take place ? Tn March, April, and May. They
enter down south towards May, but they are foiind entering the rivers in the north in March and April.
2082. Do you know anything about the natural enemies of fish?  There are birds and of course there
are the sharks. There is provision in the Fisheries Act for the destruction of cormorants.

2083. Ave those birds very destructive in your district ? Yes. They are found in some places in flocks,
and they destroy the young fish. They are called divers. There is a reward of 4d. a head for the smaller
kindg and 8d. for the larger.

2084. Are there many killed ? Recently a number have been killed. Twenty-two were paid for on the
Ciarence River during the month of June, but long periods bave elapsed when no claims were made for
their destruction.

'2085. Are there any rewards given for shark-killing? No, that is not provided for by the Aet.

2086. Then I suppose there is no shark-catching?  There is not.

2087. Is there any action taken to cure fish in your district? Attempts have been made from time to
time by different parties to salt and dry fish, but they have nearly always died out. Theat work is
generally carried on by Chinamen.

2088, Do they cure many fish? A moderate quantity for their countrymen. There was one fisherman,
a European on the Clarence River, who used to cure fish and send them to Fiji by the Colonial Sugar
Company’s steamers.

2089. It there any canning of fish carried on ?  Yes, a fish-canning company has been established within
the lagt two vears ab Tluka on the Clarence River, '

2090, Arve they successful in their operations ? Yes, I find that they consume about 175 baskets of fish
in the month; that is the return for last month. They shipped 220 cases of canned fish in Jane.

2091. Where does it go to?  To Sydney. I produce two ting of fish cured by this company; one is
bream and the other whiting. The tins are well got np and the fish is of good quality. Each case contains
five dozen of 1-1h. tins.

2092, Does it pay? I believe so. They are carrying on their work in & small way. :

2093. Xsit a co-operative company ? The proprietors are working people. They state that they cannot
supply the demand.

2094, Chairman.] Then if there was another industry of the kind established up there it would flourish ?
I think it would. , '

- 2095. Mr. Stevenson.] Would it net be more suitable if the business were carried on at Yamba ? T dare-

say it would, but I suppose it is & question of securing a building. The proprietors state that the great
drawback is the difficulty of obtaining a supply of ish regularly.

2086, Myr. Bitehie] Do they dry fish? No. . ' :

2097, Mr. Stevensor.] Is the indusiry confined to bream and whiting? No; it includes other kinds;
the sea-mullet is exceptionally good. : .

2098. Mr. Ritchie.] When the fishermen want a leense do they apply to the Commission and not fo you ?
The inspector is not authorized to take money for licenses, but wherever fishermen are located near the
Courts of Petty Sessions they pay their money to the Clerks of Petty Sessions. Itis one of the anomalies
of the Aet that an inspeetor is authorized o collect money for spat bub not for Hoenses.

2099.£oes the Clerk of Petty Sessions izsue the license P~ No; he receives the money and transmits it
to Sydney. . .

2100. Thsén the license comes from Sydney ? Yes ; it Is sent through the Clerk of Petty Sessions and not
through the inspector, :

2101. Has the fishermen to wait till the license comes through from Sydney ? If the inspectors were fo
confine themselves to the regulations the fishermen would have to waif, but they invariably allow the
fishermen o work, on ascerfaining that they have paid the money.

2102, But strictly poakinfg that is not in accordance with the Aet? It is not in accordance with the
regulations.

2108. How long does an oyster take to mature ? About two years and sometimes three years. It depends
upon the locality. There hag been a large amount of what I eall semi-oyster culture carried on in the
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northern division. The lessees have taken the small immature oysters from the recks and twigs on the
foveshores, and placed them in deep water, thus stocking their beds with immature oysters. These take-

about twelve months o develop after being removed to deep water. The time that an oyster takes to
grow to maturity depends very much upon the nature of the water. They require a good running tide,
and to be placed where there is a good current to bring food to them. _ _

2104. Chozrman.] At what price does this canning company sell the preserved fish? 4s. 6d.a dozen
wholesale. They supply them to one firm in Sydney. :

2105. Mr. Ritchie.] Ave the assistant inspeetors under your immediate supervision? Only those whose
districts T visit. ‘

2106. Are you responsible for the performance of their duties ? No.

2107. Ohairman.] With reference to oyster-culture do you know the enemies of oysters? Yes; the
star-fish is an enemy of the oyster, but whether he eats it or not is & matter of opinion. You will find

“that star-fish on an oyster-bed colleel o great number of oysters together. You will see a mound of

aystére collected together and at first sight you would imagine that some person had placed them there,
‘Whether the star-fish collects them to form a home for himself and thus desbroys the oysters which are
placed underneath and worked info the mud by the weight of the upper ones or by his actions, or
whether he destroys them to Jive upon them is another question. There is no doubt that they are collected
and destroyed by the star-fish, Then crabs will destroy oysters, espeecially small ones, in places where
there are muddy foreshores. : B ‘ :

2108. Have you ever heard of the stinging-ray as an enemy of oysters? I do not think that they desiroy

* oysters ; in fact I never heard it even suggested, Of course there are borers, and then there is the worm

that
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that gets into the oysiers and caunses the mud discase. 1 have kuown immense damage to be done to
oysters by the influx of weeds. On one oceasion, January, 1856, a large quantity of oysters was
destroyed on tho Evans River by a heavy deposit of fine red scaweed which was blown in by a north-east
wind. ~ Tons of fish were destroyed at the syme time. When there has been an absence of rain for any
length of time marine vegetation collects on the oyster-beds and smothers the oysters. Sponges cover the
oysters, and frequently lazge portions of the oyster-beds. )

2109. Chairman.] How many hands ave employed at this canning establishment at Huka? Four or five.
2110. ITow is the canned fish disposed of ? ~ It is sold to one wholesale firm, Robert Harper & Co,, who
take the whole of it. Themen employed in it say that they could give work fo & larger number of men
if they had some means of keeping the fish in 4 cool chamber till they clean them. The fish are canght in
guantities, bub before they have time o clean them and work them up they go bad. They require to be
worked up soon after they are caught for this purpose, and the great difficulty is to procure a regular
supply. , )
21111.yIs the canned fish always found to be in good condition when opened? Yes: each tin is fested
before it is packed by giving it a slight tap with a mallet. If it is bad it can be detected by the sound.
2112. Do you think that if proper applianees were used and if there were moans of canming the fish at
otce » great industry could be developed P Yes, they requize a cooling room to put the fish m until they

are worked up. .
2118, Mr. Stephen.] Is there nio means of ascertaining whether the star-fish destroy the oysters? It is

a very difficult question to determine, )
2114. Are there not empty shells found in those mounds? Yes. The oyster probably dies by being
forced into the mud or star-fish’s hole by the overlying oysters and the movements of thestar-fish.  When
the mound is moved the ghells are lying about.

2115. But are not the shells completely empty with no remains of an oyster ? Yes; bub that is always
the case with dead oysters after a time. The small fish ave on the look out to cat the oyster the moment
the shell opens. _

2116. Mr. Stevenson.] You state that the fishermen in order to obtain a license have to go fo the Clerk of
Peity Sessions P Yes, to the nearest Clerk of Petty Sessions.

2117. That would be at Maclean ? Yes; on the Clarence River,

2118. How far would that be ? From Iluka, where most of the fishermen are, it would be a distance of
about 15 miles.

2119. Not only have they to go there to pay the money but they have to go there fo gel the licemse
afterwards? Yes, generally,

2120. Is that not a great hardship ?  Yes, T have already said that 1 think the local inspector should be
allowed to receive the money. _ :
2121, A few years ago there was no Clerk of Petty Sessions at Maclean? Yes. If there is no Clexk of
Petty Sessions the fishermen send the money to Sydney.

Mr, George Gordon Benson called in, sworn, and examined :—

2192, Chairman.] What position do you hold under the Iisheries Commission ? Inspector of Seuthern
Fisheries, : :
2123. What area doss your district embrace ? I should like to explain that when I was firsb appointed
Inspector of the Southern Fisheries they were supposed to extend from $t. George’s Bagin to the boun-
daries of Victoria. Mr. Smithers and I were both appointed af the same time. After being there for
some time I wrote to the Commissionersand told them that there was no necessity for me to visit Mr.
Smithers’ distriet as it only eaused expense, so they gave me the distriet to a place called Bermagui. Mr.
Smithers had to go from Eden to Bermagui and my distriet was from Bermagui down fo St. George’s
Basin. "We have the work to do between us. The distriet which I have to look after personally is about
100 miles in length. ‘ :
2124. What ave the particular fisheries over which you have control? Tuross Lake, the Clyde River,
Narrowilla Creek, Wagonga River, and several other liftle erecks : Berara Creek, Tomakin Creek, and the
Moruya River. ' _
2125. How long have you held the positicn of inspector? 1 was appointed on the 18th December, 1882.
2126. Had you any practical experience of fisheries hefore your appointment? Only as an amateur.
2127. So that whatever you knew of the habits of fish and the culture of oysters before you were appointed,
you simply knew it as an ordinary gentleman going to fish for pleasure? Yes. :
2128. Since your appointment have you made it a study to acquire a theorctical as well as practical
knowledge in the eulture of oysters and the development of the fisheries of the Colony ? T have read a
lit{le—everything that I could pick up in the papers. I have read Professor Huxley’s work, bub they tell
me that the oysters in this country are very different from the oysters at home.
2129, Since your appointment as inspector have you taken a deép interest in the industry? There iz very
little fishing in our district. I have iaken a great interest in oyster-culture,
2180. 1z there much nef-fishing carried on in your district ? Very litile.
2181, Is the work more confined to oyster-culture? Yes, oo
2132, Have you ever heard any complaints from the fishermen as to the unjust operation of the Fisherieg
Act? No ;there are no closed waters in our district, and that is the principal cause of complaint. When
I first went to the distriet they used fo complain, but since the garfish-net has been altered I have not
heard any complaints from them. 7 _
2183. Have any eomplaints been brought under yeur notice by fishermen, oyster lessees, or any onein your
district ? T have heard complaints from the oyster lessces. ' ,
]213$. ‘What was the nature of those complaints ? ~ They complained of the rents being too high for the

eases. .
2185. Have you at any time brought under the notice of the Glovernment or the Commission any recom-
mendations or proposals to remedy auy alleged defects in the law or the complaints which those people
have made P About a fortmight ago I wrote to the Commissioners recommending certain alterations in

the Aet. . . o
' : ' 2136.
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2186, Whab were thosc alterations?  On several of the rivers therc are lessees who hold thousands of  Mr.
yards for oyster-culture and they pay heavy rents. At the same time leases are granted to men for 100 & G- Benson,
or 200 yards. Those small lessees take advaniage of that and steal oysters wherever they can geb them, A=
on the other leases or on Government Iand.  They simply pay £1 or £2 a year, wheveas the other lessees 17 July, 1882,
pey hundreds per annum. I recommended that the Government lands which are at present unleased

should be let at a reduced rental,

2137. ‘With reference to the leasing syster, has i5 come to your kuowledge that pilfering has taken place

by the smali lessees both from the Crown lands and from the larger lessees? Yes,

21388, Do yon not think it would be better under those circumstances to lease the whole side of a river ot

half the side of a river or tributary instend of allowing those people to take up 100 yards here and there
indiseriminately 7 Yes; that wonld be a very good remedy.

2189, How many oyster-leases are there in your districi? On the Clyde River there are 20,086 yards

leased. 1,200 yards have been applied for, and are now under consideration. At Turcss there are 7,200

yards leased. At Wagongo there are 5,000 yards leased ; 800 yards have heen applied for, but that is not

veb settled. At Narrowilla Creek there are 2,200 leased ; at Tomakin River 800 yards are leased. At

Berara Creek 100 yards ave leased, and another 100 yards have been applied for, but that is nob yet
granted, At Cullendulla Creek 1,700 yards are leased. That is all.

2140. What is the total number of lessces in the district? Ten men hold all the Clyde River. That is

the principal fishery, At Tuross there ave eight or nine ; Moruya, six ; Narrowilla Creels, four; Tomakin

River, one; Borara Creek, one; Cullundulla, one.

2141. Do you know whether all the rents have been paid on those leases? They are not. .

2142, Are several in arrears P Yes; I have a list of those on the Clyde River, which are in arrear. I

sent for a list the other day which has just been sent back to me. There are not many that have not been

paid.

2143. Are they long overdue ¥ Some of them have not been paid for over three years,

2144 Have the applications for ayster-leases to come through you? No; they are sent to the head office. .

2145. Are youinformed after the Commission hag dealt with an applicalion? They sendup the application

0 me to report on and to measure the ground,

2140. 'While those lessees neglect to pay their rent any person who desires to engage in oyster-culture is
prevented from taking up the land through those people holding it ¥ Certainly.

2147. Is there no provision by which yon could eompel those persons to pay their rents? I wrote tothe .
Commissioners some time ago on the subject, but they said they could do nothing., They cannot compel

the lessees to pay. 7

2148. Do you not think it would be much better to give the local inspectors some power with regard to

the issue of fishermen’s licenses, and with reference to the oyster-leases? Yes. ‘ )

2149, Would that save a lot of inconvenience to the fishermen and the oyster-lessees, as well as a lot of
red-tapeism in the department? Yes, .

2150. In your correspondence with the Commissioners have you always found that they dealt expeditiously

with matters, or have you fonnd that they. ave dilatory, or that they have allowed matters to remain in
abeyance? In some eases they have been dilatory. :

2151. To whom are the lessees supposed to pay the rents for oyster leases? They are supposed bo pay

them into the Treasury. ’ _

2152. The people themselves?  Yes. - .

2153. Is that also done with fishermen’s licenses ?  They are paid to the neavest Clork of Petty Sessions.

2154. .;But in gome cases may notthe Clerk of Petty Sessions be 30 or 40 miles away from the fishermen’s

home ? Yes, -

2155. Would that necessitate the fishermen travelling that distanee ? TYes, but ina case of that sort T

think they often send the money direct to Sydney. : '

2156. It does not go through you at all?  No. ‘
*2157. When do you hear of the license being issued ?  In my district I hear it fromn the Clerk of Petty

Sossions who gends me the license and I deliver it $o the fisherman.

2158. Would it not be better to give you, as the local inspeector, power o issue the licenses? Cerfainly.

2159. Have any cases of the seizure of nets come under your notice? No.
2160. Have any of the Commissioners ever visited the fisheries under your contrel? None of them,
2161, 'Was Mr, Lindsay Thompson ever there? He was down there once. Ile visited the Clyde River,
the Moruya River, and Tuross Lake, in 1583, :
2162, Are there very few fishsent to market from your district ¥ Yes, very few.

2163. Can you suggest any way by which the fisheries might be developed there ? There iz plenty of fish
there, but there is no proper steam communication. There i one steamer per week ; but she isaslow old
boat; she generally gets into Sydney about 10 o'clock in the morning, and the fish have to be put into a
eool chamber. They have to pay freight, they have to pay the agents, also cartage, and when the returas
come back they find that there iz nothing left. .

2164. Have you éver hedard them complain that the market accommodation in Sydney is not satisfactory ?
l\lT 0; but I have heard them complain of the agents—the middlemen. They say the middlemen take all
the profit. :

2165. Have you heard them complain ihat their consignments have been tampered with on the road ?
Yea. )

2166. Where does the steamer run from ?  The Clyde River,,

2167. Where are your head quarters? At Bateman’s Bay.

2168. 'Where are the most prolific grounds for oysters? The Clyde River.

2169, Do the fine oysters come from there ?  Yes.

2170. Are you aware that o great number of oysters are imported from New Zealand? Yes.

2171. Has any oyster-spat imported from New Zealand been taken down to your district? Yes, about
800 bags have been taken to Wagonga. :

2172. How have they got on? They have shown good growth; but there is no sign of spat where . .
they are.

2175.‘;’. ‘What has been the general state of the oyster-beds in your district for the last twelve months? They
are very much improved on the Clyde River. Aboub the Tuross River they have been all destroyed. v

. : . 21
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2174. How did that ocenr? The lake and the mouth of the river have been closed. At Durras Lake they
have all been destroyed except the mud-oysters. They seem to thrive in the fresh.

2175. Has there been any disease in the oysters it your district? = No,

2176. Do you know of any natural caemies of the oyster ?  Yes, I think the bream are as great an enemy
as any.

2177.yHave you heard of the worm disense P Yes, in the northern rivers.

2178. Have you heard that the stinging-rays injure the oyster-beds by erunching the small oysters?  Yes.
2179. In the event of your detecting any one pilfering oysters from the Crown lands, or from Iessees’
beds, have you any power to prosecute without reference to the Commigsion ?  No.

2180. Do you think it would be better to vest that power in the local inspectors?  Yes.

2181. Have you any assistance at Bafeman’s Bay P Yes, a boatman named John Hesp,

2182. Do you do a great deal of rowing and sailing about? Yes.

2188. Does this man assist you? Yes, and he iakes charge of the river in my absence when I am
travelling. -
2184. How long has he been with you? Since 1884,

2185, What salary does he get? £108 a year.

2186. Has he lately received an increase 7 No.

2187, If it has been stated that Hesp has nothing do do but engages himself in ringleading the larrikins,
and that he also indulges in gambling at Bateman’s Bay—is that true or not P Tk is untrue.

"2188. Do youalways find him plenty of work to de? I do not ; he has not cnough to do.

2189. Then he might indulge in larrikinism and gambling in his spare time after his day’s labonur is done
withoutyour knowing anything abent it? I think T should know of i if he did. I have never heard
about it, He is respected and liked by everyone in the district as far as I know.

2190. Is the fishing industry carried on in any other way than by oyster-culture and by sending a small
supply of fresh fish to market # Yes, fish is salied and smoked.

2191. What particular kind of fish do they smoke there P Generally the black-fish, gar-fish, and bream,
2192. Black-bream? Yes ; they also generally smoke whiting,

2}1193. Is the drying process a good one ;—do they dry the fishin the sun ?  Some of them dry the fish in
the sun, ) o

2194. Is there a great quantity of dried or salt fish sent to the market? No, very little.

2195. Are there plenty of fish there ? Yes, but there is no sale for them.

2196. Have you any fish-preserving establishments down there? No.

2197, MMr. Stephen.] Is there n stated rent charged for oyster leases P Yes, £1 for every 100 yards
per annum, . - .

2198. Is there any difference in the guality of the ground leased P  Yes, there is a great deal of difference,
and the lessees have fo pay the same for the bad as the good.

2199. Is that fair? No,

2200. Do you. think it would be possible to have different rates ? I think the grounds bught to be elassi-
fied. Of course there would be a difficulty because the pick of the rivers have already been leased and
there is only the refuse now lef, That would grow spawn, but there is very little of it fit for eultivation.
I think the land now unleased should be let at a reduced rental. There is no revenne derived from that
land at present but I think it would pay to take it up at a reduced rental. '

2201. 'Would you have a reduced rental on an improving lease? Yes. ,

2202, Can oyster leases be forfeited for non-compliance with the regulations? Yes, after three yeafs.
2203. Would that apply to the non-payment of rent? Yes; or to noi paying proper attention to the
lease; that is not keeping it properly stocked with oysters. i

-2204. You do not know that there is any remedy for non-payment of rent? Wo, except forfeiture.

2205. Mr. Stevenson.] Upon whose recommendation were you appoinied ingpector £  Mr. Wan¥'s,

2206. What previous practical experience had you in fisheries and where? In Tasmania and New
Zealand, but only as an amatenr. )

2207. Were you not connected with mining before your appointment ?  Yes, for a time.

2208. In New Zealand and Tasmania P Yes. . :
2209ng§§e you not engaged in mining pursuits in New Zealand and Tasmania before your appoint-
ment?. Yes.

2210. Were you selected, althongh you had no previous knowledge of the worm disease, to go up north
and report on the worm diseage in another inspector’s district? Yes. ’
2211, Why were you specially selected for that duty, seeing that you had no worm disease in your
distriet ¥ - I do not know. : '

2212. Had you any practical experience in the worm disease before? No.

2213. Who accompanied you on'that oceasion ? Mr. Gyler, of the Manning River.

2214. Had he any great experience in oyster-culture? Yes, he had been an oysterer for the last twenty

- years. I donot know whether he ever had any experience of the oyster disease.

2215. What was the object of sending two of you up there to make a report? I have no idea.

2216. Do you think it was done o afford you the assistance of practical knowledge to enable you to
make the report ; who made the report, you or Mr. Gyler? I did.

2217. Then you were assisted by the practical knowledge that Mr. Gyler was able to afford you? Yes.
2218, What were you paid for that report? £1 per day.

2219. How long were you away ? Thirty-seven or thirty-eight days.

2220. Then you got about £37 to £407 Yes.

2221. Do you get house-rent? I do; office-rent.

2222. Are you aware whether any of the other inspeciors get house-rent? I am notaware whether they

.pet it or not.

2223. You also have a boatman ?  Ves.
2224, Have you any relative on the Figsheries Commission ?* T have & brother-in-law,
2225. What position does he occupy ?  President.

" 2226. When you réport on any case to the Fisheries Comemission is there any delay in getting an answer? -
T have found delays occur at times, : B

2227. Do you ever hear of the Commissioners not having a quornm at their weekly meetings P Yes; often.
- 2228,
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2228. Do you think that if the department were under divect Ministerial centrol and under one head a
great deal of time would be saved ? T think it is scarcely a fair question to ask me. _

2229. You can have an opinion ?  If T give my opinion straightforwardly it would be that I believe that
under one head the department would he managed a great deal better than at present. .

2280, Do you consider that the present Fisheries Actisagoodone? In some respects I do not. I think
there is room for a great deal of improvement;,

2281. Do you think it would be an iinprovement if the rents for oyster leases were reduced and it was
rendered compulsory to construet a spat collector 7 Yes.

2232. Withregard to the defaulting oyster lesseeshave you no means of knowing that there are defaulters
except by applying to the head office ? That is the case. -

2233, They do not furnish you voluntarily with the list? No; the list which I have now I sent for shortly
before 1 came down here,

2234. Are we fo understand that the Act makes no provision for ecompelling oyster lessces to pay . their
rent? I understand not. T can see nothing in the Aet to compel them.

. 2235, Then anyone can go on with an oysber lease if he likes?  Yes ; and pay nothing,

2286. Anyone can take up & lease and-not pay for it, and still it requires an inspector to loek after him ¥
Yes. . :
2287, Then, what are the duties of an inspector in this case. What is the use of an inspector travelling
about if he has no power under the Act? The applications are sent to me; I have to measure the
ground for the leage, and every three months I go round the district and report on the leases, as to
whether the lessees are making any improvements, and what they are doing.

© 2238, 'What becomes of the reports P They are in the office.

2239. Can you give us aay idea of the revenue derived from the leases in your district P From the oyster

leases about £320 a-year is derived. There are not more than twenty fishing licenses ; 10s. a-year is .

paid for the licenss, and £1 a-year for each boat.

2240. 'What is your salary 7 £240 a-year. :
'2241, And your boatman's salary 7 £100 a-year. g
2242, That makes £840 a-year, so that by the time the salaries arve paid there would be very little -Jeft
for the Crown ? ~ There would not he anything left when the fravelling expenses were paid. K
2243. What do the fravellmg expenses come to on an average? I am paid actual expenses, and they
amounted to under £40 last year. ' E
2244, So that the whole of the revenue would be absorbed in paying for the inspector ? I think so. -
2245. ‘And rather more if some of the lessees do not pay? Yes: - ‘

2246, Mr. Ritchie]] You said you had reason to believe that there was not a quorum at many meetings.

of the Commissioners. Do you know if any business was ever transacted at meetings where no quorum
wag present 7 No. : :

2247, Ohairman.] Is there any other information which you would like to tender the Committee? There

is one suggestion which I might make, and which I think would save a lot of unnecessary inspection.
That would be to increase the size of the oyster ring, and if o man is caught selling illegal oysters, that is

under a certain size, make him pay a heavy fine. T would suggest that the ring should be 2 inches in

diameter, instead of 1% inch, as at present.

2248. Mr. Stepken.] That would inerease the legal size of the oyster very materially ? Yes. .
2249, Clhairman,] Have you any idea of the quantity of oysters which are sent from your district to
Sydney forsale ? Yes; from the Clyde River in 1884, 846 bags; in 1885, 1,240 bags; in 1886, 1,274 bags; in
1887, 587 bags ; in 1888, 441 bags. From Tuross in 1886, 335 bags ; 1887, 272 bags; in 1888, 44 bags ;

Moruya in 1837, 96 bags ; in 1888, 37 bags. Tomago River in 1887, 85 bags ; in 1885, 11 bags. From the
other rivers, the Wagongs and the Narrowilla, they sent their returns direct to the office, and 1 do not:

know what they send, :

2250, My, Stephen.] How did you arrive at those quantities? They have to report to the inspeetor before-

they ship the oysters.

2251, Chairman,] Was that provision made so that the royalty could be charged on the oysters? Yes.
2352, 'Who used to collect the royalty.? The Customs department. . :

2253, In Sydney ¥ Yes, '

2564, Was I not possible that the Customs’ duty was evaded? We had to send a telegram to the iﬁspector .

in Sydney, Mr. Mulhall, and another telegram to the Cusfoms department, stating that oysters were
being shipped, and the number from our district. : :

2255, My. Stephen.] Did that cause additional expense in the working of the Act? Yes, tl_le cost of the’

telegrams.

- 2256. Could you suggest any amendment in the Act? There are & lot of useless regulations under the:

present Act. Tt is almost impoasible for any man to carry them out,
2257, Are all those regulations authorised by the Act? Yes.
2258. Are they framed by the Commission first ? Yes.

TUESDAY, 28 JULZT, 1889,

_ Present:—
Me. NOBBS, . Me. WILLIAM STEPHEN,
Mz. O’SULLIVAN, - Mz. STEVENSON,
M=z, RITCHIE, "Me. FRANK FARNELL.

FRANK FARNELL, BsQ., IN THE CHAIR.

Mr. Thomas Temperley called in and further examined :—

2259, Chairman.] The Committee desire to obtain from you a verification of the additions which you bave

o

&. G. Benson:

Vatna et
17 July, 1889.

made to the evidence submitted to you for your revision. Have you made those additions for the purpose Temperley.
A

of making your answerg more intelligible and exﬁlicit ? Yes, giving facts and data. _
2260. Mr. Nobks.] Have you omitted anything
my answers by giving facts:. : -

om your evidence? No; I have simply supplemented V?S_Jlﬂl,-lsﬂﬁ’-
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Mr. F. W. Sinithers called in and further examined :—

2981, Ay O'Sullivan.] T find that you have dealt prebty exhaustively with the question of ayster-enlture,
In what position is New South Wales to-day in regard to _that question ? Ina very backward position.
2262, What is the ordinary method by which oyster-culbure is carried on here at present? A man
takes up 100 yards, and he takes everything from i6. e leaves it absolutely bare of eysters; he doces
nothing to stop the spab from getling away; he never takes the tronble of putting anything down for the
gpat to adhere to,—that is what we call oyster-culture at the present time here. Others take up the
same sized avea of land, and they take oysters from the Crown lands which ave not under lease, and they
put those oysterson the land they have under lease and take them up again. '

2268, Is that the only process by which they promote the culture of oysters? Yes; vobbing Peter lo

ay Paul. .
%2%4. Have you made a sbudy of the way in which the T'rench and Italians havecarried on oyster-

culture ?  Yes. ] .
2265, Do you know the greab revolution whichk was made in oyster-calture in France about 1858, by

Monsteur Cestd and others? Yes.

2266, The process js simply to clean the bottom of the ground 7 Yes, they clear it of mud and slime,
2267, And place tiles or fascines or any other rough substance in the beds for the spat to adhere
to? Yes.

2268. That system has been very successful in France—Dlave you heard of any marked successes in
France ? T cannot particularise any case ; they are all suecessful. 7

2269. Did you hear of the case of Aurary, in France, in which a man planted 2,000 tiles in his oyster-beds,
and in one year succeeded in getting 6,000,000 oysters? Yes. -

2270. Has the method by which they eultivate the oyster in Lake Fusare, in Italy, come under your
notice? Yes,

2271, Is that a very ancient method ? Yes, but it is very efficaciona. :

22472, They artificially plant pyramids of stones surrounded by stakes to intercept the spawn? Yes.
2273, Faggots and fascines are also used?  Yes, all to catch the spat.

2274, Doyou know the method by which th%y cultivate the oyster in Ireland ¥ No.

2275. They plant hurdles and fascines there ¥ It is the same in any parb of the world.

2276. These are simple methods ?  Yes.

2277. And very successful? Yes. : :
2278, Would it be possible to indues our oystermen o take up those methods in New South Wales?

Yes, but by compulsion only.
2279. Do you think it would be assisted by the importation of French or Ttalisn experts? Tdo not

think so. : ,
2280. Do you think that those methods ave so simple that our oystermen could learn them them-

selves P Yes, .
2981. As amatter of fact this method was first discovercd by a simple stonemason named Besuf, who hit
upon it accidentally ?  Yea. ' '
2282. By planting little parks in the water he succeeded in establishing the indusiry ?  Yes.
2283, 'Was-it then taken up by the French Government under the manngement of Costé, and it then
became a great success? Yes, '
2284, Do you think our oystermen could be induced to carry outb oyster-culture by thoso methods, and if
so by what means could they be induced? My suggestion is to compel every man to take up 500 yards.
At the present time he does nothing to stop the spat from going away, 1 hold that he should Lo
compelled to bave a spat collector, which is a wall of wood covered with cement, or it might be made of
stone—it would be a permanent improvement upon the land. Inside the space, enclosed by this wall,
there would be a lot of sticks, fascines, and other things, to which the spat could adhere. "When it was
mature it could be taken off and laid all over the bed. _
2285. Mr. Ritchie.] Would that wall be up to low-water mark cutside? It would be started from high:
water mark, and it would be run out according to the size of the bed, - )
2286. M. O'Sullivan.] I suppose this would be a very cheap method of catching the spat? Ii would bhe
cheap enough, because I recommend a large reduction in the rents. : :
2287, Isthere afiy danger of the oyster supply giving out within a reasonable distance of Syduey? Yes,
if there iz nothing done I hold $hat we shall have no oysters at all in five years.
2288. Then it is essential that some steps should be taken to enltivate the oysters? Yes.
2289, Do you recommend that a close seasom should be established to allow the oysters to breed? I
cannot recommend that—the only thing I can recommend is what I have already stated,
2200. Have you ever read the works of Mr. Eyton on oyster-eulture? Yes.
2291. Does he nob recommend close seasons? Yes,
2292, You think it is not absolutely essential to have a close secason? Yes, s )
2293. Do you recommend that the rents should be reduced only or condition that the lessee carries out
the improvements which you recommend for promoting oyster-culture ? Yes.
2294. Are you aware that there is no restriction whatever in New South Wales with respect to the eale
of oysters in the market? There is inspection. _
2295. Is that the case in the market? I do not knew about the market, but I go amongst the shops
myself, in order to see that the oysters are of proper size, but I have no authority to deal with oysters
which are unfit for human food. ' '
2296. That is what I mean—is there no inspection in order to profect the publie against oysters which
are not fit for food? That is the case. As I was passing an oyster-shop the other night I found that
there was rather a heavy smell proceeding from the shop. I walked in to examine the oysters, and I
found that about 75 per cent. of the oysters were dead and the remaining 25 per cent. were unfit for
human food. _ _ Co e
2297. What do you do in such.a case ? T report to the Commissioners, but they can do nothing, ‘
2298, Could not the Inspeetor of Nuisances of Sydney interferc? Yes, but what I am speaking of
oceurred at 10 o’cloek at night. - - : ) : N
2299. Those oysters might have been sold? Yes, goodness knows how many were sold before T appeared
on the scexe, : '

2300,
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2300. Would you suggest that some power should be given to allow of an inspeclion and condemmation l\i v I W,
ifnecessary? Yes, the only powel we have got at present is the oyster rizg, and that should be a quarter Smithers.
of an inch larger. 23 July, 1889. °
2801. Auy oyster that will not pass through a ring of an inch and a-half is condemned ?  Such an oyster 2 IEEE
is too small for the market, although sometimes it 18 an old oyster.

2802. How do you manage if there is a clump of oysters stuck together? We do not always interfere

unless the case is too glaring. .

2803. Are you aware that there are hushels of those small oysters in clumps stolen off Crown lands and

7 sold in the suburbs ? Yes, and I have prosecuted in some of those cases myself. "We have no law at all

E to prohibit the stealing of oysters from Crown lands,

2304. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Is there wholesale robbery of oysters from Crown lands going on at present?

Yes, and it has been going on ever since 1884, :

23805, What steps would you suggest to stop that? The first thing weuld be to issne new leases, as I

L have suggested,and secondly to bring in o penalty for oyster-stealing off Crown lands. There is no

penalty at the present time, .

2306, Mr. Stephen.] Is there no means of telling the age of oysters from their appearance? No, you

might form an opinion from the roughness of the shell, but that is a mistaken notion.

2307. An oyster might pass through the ring, and although it might be an old onhe, you would have no

means of delermining that it was ¥ No, If the oyster is deep and cuppy we let it pass.

2308. Do you measure them as much for the protection of the public as for the protection of the

oysters?  Yes. .

Mr. Peter Richardson called in, sworn, and examined :—

2809, Chairman.] What ave you? A fisherman, M, 2.
2310, For how leng ? Twenty-six years, Richardson.
2311. Where have you been principally working ? Sydney Harbour, Broken Bay, and Brisbane Water, OMEJ
all over Parramatta River, and Hawkesbury River. Y, 285
2312, Within the last ten years where have your operations been carried on ?  In the three places.
2313, Are you an oyster-lessee ?. No.
2814, Have you been simply engaged in fishing? Yes. '
2315. Where are your head-guarters ? T used to work the Hawkesbury River most, but now that so
muchhof the river has been closed 1 have knocked 1t off. 1 have not been up there now for eighteen
months. . i
2316. Dnid you leave on account of the eloging of the river 7 Yes,
2317. I4d you find that the field was not open enough for you on account of the Commissioners closing
certain waters, and on account of so many people coming into competition with you? Yes; and the
railway on the lower part inside the bridge injured the fishing u great deal. Thers is a place called
Dangar’s Island, and it was as good a place as any in the Hawkesbury River, but it is spoiled.
2318. Have you gob a good knowledge of the hauling-grounds in the Hawkesbury River? Yes; as high
as Mangrove Creek. : ‘
2319, Do you know whether the wabers were closed in accordance with the wish of the fishermen at the
Hawkesbury? I do not think so.
2320. Have you ever heard the fishermen complain of the limited space in which they are allowed to haul ?
Yes, That 1s a frequent cause of complaint with them. :
2821, Do you know whether the local inspector was asked to make a report on the matter before the
Commissioners closed those waters P I cannot say. ‘
2322, How has the hauling-ground ab Dangar's Island been destroyed ? By a wharf, which has been
Luilt on it.
2323. Has it been spoilt In any other way ? No, C
2324. 'Was that considered to be one of the best hauling-grounds in the Hawkesbury ? Yes. ,
2325, Could you, or any of those engaged with you in fighing, ever tell why the Commission closed the
" waters of the Hawkesbury in the way they did?  Ne. , )
2826. Do you think that any serious result would accrne from opening the river so far as the main
channel is concerned, up to Wiseman’s Ferry ? - I do not know about Wiseman’s Ferry ; but I do not know
that any harm wounld be done if it were opened up to Mangrove Creek. I do not believe that there are
any hauling-greunds worth speaking of above Mangrove Creek,
2327. Do you remember that at one time it was closed to the railway bridge? Yes. : '
2328. It was extended on applieation by myself, I believe, on behalf of the fishermen, to Bar Point. Do
you not think that it might have been reasonably extended further? Yes; because by extending it to
Bar Point they did not give uy much extra work ; we only had the ehannel work. , :
23295 I%r carrying oub your avocation as a fisherman, have you had to buy boats and nets, and te employ
men? Yes
2330. Have you ever had any of your nets seized ? No.
2331, Did you ever know of any nets having been seized ? Yes,
2332. For what reason? For being unlawful nets, and for being in closed waters.
2833, Do nets after being tanned once or twice shrink considerably? Yes.
2384. On their first submission to the Commission or inmspectors for approval, as to the nets being of a
legal mesh, is there any allowance made for shrinkage? Yes? T believe they do allow a little. The
nets shrink very much. Hardly six months ago I was fitting out a garfish-net, and it was 1% inch in the
. mesh 3 it has now shrunk to 1% inch, : -
'2385. Do you not think it would remove alot of complaints if there wis a law to punish people for
bringing fish under a certain weight to market, rather than fo be so particular as to the mesh of the net ?
Yeos; that. would be a great deal better.
2336. Do you'remember Crossland’s net being seized ? Yes. T was there at the time. c
2337, Can you tell the Committec some of the circumsiances connected with that case? I do not know
whether the man lold me the truth or not, but he said that he canght the fish, only a basketful, ab
Dangar’s Island. He went home for some purpese and he was coming down on the ebb tide when the
D 881—L “inspector
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inspector followed him ; he did not know that it was the inspector. As scon as he got opposite the bridge
he stopped, and the inspecior came up to him. He had his boots on and dry trousers—and the inspector

seized his nets. _
2838. Because I suppose he found the man with his net i closed waters? Yes, he saw him coming

down.

2339. Do you know whether that net was ever restored to Crossland ? T asked, and T heard that it
was not.

2340. You do not know what became of it?  No.

2341. For all youknow it may be rotting in the stores ? I asked Inspector Smith, and he said it was not
restored.

2342. Do you know what is generally done with the nets when they are seized ? They are sold.

2343. Are they sold in the state in which they are seized P I believe they are eut up in some way.
2344. Do you not think it would be much hetter te give the local inspector more power with regard to
regulating the fishing-grounds for the fishermen ? T cannot say that thereis a competent inspector to do
so except one. There is only one practical fisherman amongst the inspectors, and that is Smith, at the

" Hawkesbury.

2845. Do you not think it would be much better to let Smith have charge of the Hawkesbury district, so
that he might recomimend on his own responsibility the opening or closing of certain’ waters ? I do not
think there could be a better ocne to do so.

2846. When making application for renewal of a license have you ever had cause for complaint for
delay in getting a license ? " No. I never went for any license until this year. Iused to send for it and
get ib. This year T had to go myself, and the license was given to me. ’
2347. Do you not think that if the inspector had power to issue licenses it would save the fishermen a

great deal of trouble ¥ Yes.
2348. During the time you have been fishing at the Hawkesbury River have you sent many fish to

market? Yes. : ‘

2849. What sort of fish?  Black-bream, garfish, whiting, mullet, and jew-fish.

2350. I suppose the fish generally arrive in very good condition ?  Yes.

2351. Had you ever bad reason to complain of the shortness of the quantity which arrive at the fish-
market at Woolleomooloo, ss compared with the original shipment? I do not know about their arrival
ab the fish-market; I think the fish disappear after their arrival at the market. I am almost sure of it.

2352. Is it entirely in connection with the sale of the fish that theygo? Yes.

2853, You never get returns from your agent for the same quantity of fish that you send down? You
getb retitrns for the same number of baskets, bat of course you cannot tell the quantity of flsh that have
been sold. They make two heaps for every basket, but after the fish are put into those heaps the basket
is taken away a quarter full of fish. Any private individual going dewn to the market of a morning, and
especially of a Friday morning, can see this done regularly, ‘

2354. You know the fish-market preity well? TYes; I was the first fo put fish into it.

2355. Do you think that the accommeodation is suffi¢ient for the requirements of the fishermen and the
public? T think thére might be a lot of improvement.

2356. Have you been in the habit of sending your fish to market by steamer? Yes..

2357. Where was the steamer generally moored ¥  I'n Darling Harbour, at Lime-street.

2358, Do you not think that it would be a good idea to have angther depdt established for the sale of

fish at Darling. Harbour, as well as at Woolloomooloo? T think it would be a very good idea ; some-

where near where the trains come.
2359, I suppose a great quantity of fish, which is canght in the Hawkesbury River, comes by rail? 1f
ought all fo come by rail, as 16 is by far the cheapest way. -

2360. Have you heard other fishermen complain of the shoriness of their consignments when sent to
market? Yes; all of them. : c
2361. Have they never arrived at a conclusion as fo the best remedy for this étate of affairs? I have
been trying to make them take some steps, but they do not like to go to the expense. I wanted to
employ a detective last winter, but they would not have anything to do with #. The reason is this: Tdo
not think they iike to offend Mr. Seymour, or anyboedy in the market. Last winter,in July, I made a
hall of ninoteen baskets of fish, A fishermian was coming up with the fish to Sydney, and ¥ asked him
if he would put out my fish in the morning at the market. He accompanied the fish up to the quay, and
put them on a cart, and he said that up to that time no fish had been interfered with, He went up to the
market in the morning at 20 minutes to 5 o’clock to put oub my fish, but they were alveady put out, and
he found that there were not half of them there. There were 6 dozen whiting in one basketf, and 2
dozen in another basket. The whiting were very large. He said that 2 dozen of the large whiting were
nic;t put out in the market at all ; the heaps were simply arranged so as to make up a suilicient namber
of them, |

2362. So that the pilfering must have taken place between Circular Quay and the market? Yes; and
after their arrival at the markes, "
2363. Do you not think it would be a good idea to have brass locks and keys on the baskets? Yes. I
daresay that it could be done in that way. ,
2364. It has been stated here that there is no proper provision made for the show of the fish, and that it
iz quite possible for the people fo trample and spit upon them? That is done regularly, '

2865. In the inferests of the public is 1t not necessary that some steps should be taken to providé' better
accommodation? Yes. _ :

2866. Do you know how long the Hawkesbury River has been closed ? I think it was elosed for twa or -
three years the firet time, and for twelve months the last time. ‘ '
2367. So that it has been closed permanently for three yedrs? Yes. ,
2368. Might it not be left open for sux or three months in each year ? My opinion is that if you worked
with a lawful net in the Hawkesbury River, and kept it open as far as. Mangrove Creek, you would do
no harm. From Mangrove Creek up to Windsor there would be 50 miles of ground that eculd nst be
worked. In summer-time the Hawkeshury River almost cloges itself on account of the blubber.

2369. Do you come into contact with people engaged in the oyster industrg(? Yes.

2370. Have you ever heard them complain of people stealing their oysters? Yes, :

2871, Which do you think are the best fishing-grounds ? © The Hawkesbury River. 2872,
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2872. When are the fish most prolific in the Hawkesbury River? In the summer-time they are very
thick.
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2378. Do you understand anything about the migratory habits of fish? Ves. g 2 Il 1580,

2374, Which are the particular fish that {ravel? The sea-garfish, mullet, travally, black-bream,
black-fish. : ‘

2375. In which direction do they travel ? From south to north. '
2876. Do you eateh many schnapper in the Hawkesbury ? No; but there is a place called Cowan Creek

where they are very plentiful. 1'bave heard that as many as twenty baskets have been caught in a haul

there, but I never caught them myself.

2377. Do you know the ceast very well? Yes,

23;578. Dokyou thitik that trawling ¢onld be carriad on successfully here ? I do nof think so. The bottom
is too rocky.

2879. Have you had an epportunity of speaking with all the fishermen, and can the views which you have
given be pretty well borne out by other fishermen 7 Yes.

2380. Do you know 2 man named Izard at the Hawkesbury ? Yes.

2381. Has he had a pretty good experience of fishing ¢ Middling. Te lives at Brooklyn.

2382. Do you think that there is sufficient length of net permitied te be used ? Of course a net that

will suit Sydney harbour will not suit everywhere else. In the Hawkesbury River a net 200 fathoms long

would not do any harm af any time.

2383. Do you think it would be better not to be so particular ahout the mesh of the net as about the size
of the fish? I think that the mesh of the sinking net does a great deal of harm.

2384, Have you ever fished in the Parramatta River ? Yes, o great deal.

2885, How long has that river been closed? Tor three vears, with the exception of a fortnight.

2386, Do you not think that the epen waters might be extended to the railway bridge at Ryde? Yes.
2387. Have you noticed any decrease in the number of fish in the Parramatta River of late years ?  Yes ;

I do not believe you would find any fish in 1t at all now worth speaking of. They were very plentiful, but

the fresh which came on so suddenly drove them all out, and now you cannot find them anywhere. I
think that the mouth of a harbour wants closing instead of the head of the harbour. 1 think 1t would do
more good to cless Sydpey harbour for a mile from the enirance. .

2388. Are there any good fishing-grounds in Middle Harbour? No.

2389. Mr. O Sulliven,] With regard to the stealing of fish, do you imagine it takes place at the fish-
market—are you aware that they deny it down there? They deny it, I daresay, but anybody can see it
who goes down there. ~ They can see the stealing done. '
2390, Are you aware that some time ago they had detectives to watch the fish from the boat to the market,
and that they discovered some men stealing ¥ I did not know that they put on detectives, but I knew
that a couple of persons were discovered stealing fish. They were tried at the Water Police Court, but
they got off soméqmw'. S '
2891. Did they not get off on aceount of the fishermen stating that they had given those persons permission
to take the fish ? T did not give permission ; they wanted me to go up, but I did not go.

2892, Were your fish part of those which were stolen? No. '

2393. Is it a fact that they discovered that the fish were given away, or rather that they were handed over
to different parties on the way to market ? Yes; I think that was the way they were found ; but I eould
bring any amount of witnesses to prove that the fish were also taken in the market. '
2384, By whom do you suspect the fish are taken P By a great many. '
2395. By the hawkers? By the hawkers, and plenty of others. They go round with their little baskets

‘or bags ; they go to one man’s heap and to another man’s heap, and they take a few here and there, nntil

they get a bagful. You can see the inspectors doing it fhemselvos. _
2396. Whereabouts is Bar Point on the Hawkesbury? About 19 miles from the moutb_L, and about 7

miles higher up the river than the bridge.
2397. Do you think that if the waters were opened as far az Mangrove Creek that would offer greab
inducements to fishermen? Yes. They would be able to make a living then, whereas they cannot do

80 LOW.
2898. Whai is your reason forthinking that trawling cannot be carried on on this coast? Asfaras 1

have séen the bottom iy too rocky.

2399, Is ot frawling carried on off Great Britain and Ireland where the bottom isrocky? I donotknow

what sort of bottom they have there. )

2400. You have been fishing for 26 years and I suppose your appliances and experience are pretty much
the same as those of most of the other fishermen P Yes, : . :
2401, How old were you when you began fishing'? Seventeen years. :

2402, Do you not think that the fishermen of New South Wales are somewhat behind the times with
their appliances ? I do not know. Trawling was tried here thirty years ago by & man named Maleolm,
2403, IE the fishing-grounds were surveyed, and you had something like fair charts to show the nature of
the bottom, do you not think that trawling could be carried out? I do pot see why it should noft be
carried out if we get a suitable bottom ; but I do not ses how a trawl could go on a rocky bottom.

2404, Is theré any reason why it should not be carried out by the fishermen of New South Wales as well
as the fishermen of Gireat Britain ? -~ T should think not.

2405. If the coash were surveyed they might be able to carry out trawling? Yes, I think if there are
any trawling places at all they will be found in Queensland. There is a beautiful bottom there.

2406. But the whole of the bottom along this coast is not rocky ? I do not suppose it is. .

2407, Do you know that there are many places, such as that opposite Port Hacking, where trawling condd
be carried on?  Yes, with shors trawls. : ' )

2408. What was the cause of the failure of trawling thirty years ago? They could not get any fish, T
fioficed in the paper the other day that they also failed in a trawling experiment made in Victoria,

2409. Are you much iroubled with sharke in the Hawkesbury ? Yes, they are very plentiful.

2410. Are they dangerous to fishermen? No. o
2411. "Are they sea sharks £ No, they are what they call nurses. ‘
2412:- They are nothing like the sharks that come into Port-Jackson? No.

2418..Do you think that if a bonus were offersd for the destruction of sea-sharks in Port Jackson it =

would léad to their destruction ¥ Tt might be the case. 2414,
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2414, I suppose it would pay the fishermen to’destroy sharks if they were paid 10s. per head? Yes,
they will not cateh them otherwise, -
2415. Do the sharks interfere with the fishermen’s nets and boats ?  They interfere with the nets. If you
h}?‘ve a shoal of mullet they generally come and bite the net at the back. They do not interfere with
the hoats.

2416, Ohairman.] Do you think thatithe closing of the river has anything to do with inducing sharks to
go up after the fish, owing to the fish becoming plentiful through the closing of the river? No. I do
not think that the fish are plentiful. I do not think there is a man in Sydney harbour who would say
that he conld go up Parramatta River and catbeh three baskets of fish at a haul,

2417. Mr. O'Sullivan.] You suggested just now that instead of closing the heads of harbours the mouths

=}

should be elosed? Yes, at the heads.

2418. What would be the good of that, if the men were allowed to catch the fish inside? At present the

fishermen will not allow the fish to enter the harbour ; for instance, when alet of fish are coming in at the

south reef at the entrance to Port Jackson the fishermen will go out night or day and shoot their nets to’

catch them. The fishermen will try to make a haul with sea-garfish at night-time when they can perhaps

only get five baskets, whereas if they?shot their nets in the day-time they would get a boat-load. This

drives the fish back again from the entrance, and they do not cowe in again at all. I have spoken to the

fishermen about it, but they say“If we can geb three or four baskets of the garfish nobody else will

get any g0 that it wifl pay us,” but they forget that it only pays them for cne morning.

2419. Mp. Stephen.] Do you think that it is desirable to have some closed waters in the harbour ? From

the railway bridge upwards it would do no harm.

2420, Would that apply to any river? Yes; in any place I think there ought to be some closed waters,

‘When I speak about closing the entrance to the harbour, I vefer to garfish, bream, and whiting. They

come in about Christmas time. If the sea-garfish are shot at for two nights running they will never

eome ingide the heads the same year again. .

123421&' Are you aware of the objects in closing portions of the waters? Yes; for the profection of fish in
reeding. n

2422. Do you notb consider that the heads of rivers are better for spawning than the entrance to harbours?-

Yes ; but how are the fish to get up there unless you let them in at the heads ?

2423. Then it would be dosivable to have the heads closed as well as the head waters?  Yes, for a short

distiuce. HIf Sydney harbour were closed for a mile from the entranes it would interfere with hardly any

work at all.

2424. Does the mosh of the nets shrink a great deal? Yes.

2425, When the nets shrink below the legal size what do you do with them? They are pretty nearly

worn out by that time it you buy the net a little larger than the size mentioned in the Act. :

2426, Did you say you think it would be better to provide against fish of an illegal size being sold than to

prevent nets of a small mesh being used? I would not have the mesh smaller than 1% and 2% inches.

2427. If you were allowed fo fish with a net which had shrunk below the legal size, and there was only a

provision for fining fishermen who hrought fish of an illegal size to the market, what would you do with

the fish below a legal size which was caught with the net—would you leave them to die on the beach?

. We do not do that. I know many fishermen who do not do it, but there are others who do.

2428. 'What do you do with the very small fish which you catch? Throw them back into the water.
2429, Under such circamstances would they live? Sometimes they do. It depends upon the size of the
net. Ouce they are meshed in the net they will not live.

2430. If fishermen were allowed to work with nets below the legal size of mesh would it not tend to
desfroy large quantities of small ish? Yes. I do not believe in working an unlawful net. I was never
caught fishing in closed waters nor fishing with an unlawful net.

2431, is Inspector Smith, at the Hawkesbury, a practical fisherman?  Yes: He is a good schnapper-man,
and a good net fisherman. :
2432, Has he been a long time resident on the Hawkesbury River? TYes; when he was doing the
prineipal part of his fishing he was living at Watson’s Bay. -
2433. What do the fishermen complain of with regard to the working of the Tisheries Act? They
complain that they have not got enough places to work. E

2434, Do they complain as to the size of their nets? No.

2435. Do you think it wonld be any benefit to the fishermen if the Hawkesbury River were opened as far
ag Wiseman's Ferry, and all the tributaries were closed ? I would not say Wiseman’s Ferry, but it would
be a benefit if it were opened as far as Mangrove Creels. o

2438, In which way would the fish best arrive at the market if sent by rail or if sent by steamer? I
should say by rail. They would arrive qiticker by that means.

2437. Do you say that the migratory fish always travel from south fo nowbh? That is the way we have
always geen them travel, ' '
2438. Do they never go in an opposite direction ? "'We have never seen them do so.

2439. Can you suggest any amendments in the Fisheries Aet which would not be detrimental to the
supply of fish, but which would give a betler livelthood to¢ the fishermen? I -can only suggest the
opening up of the rivers, '

2440. My, Ritchie] How do you know that the fish travel from south to north? We watch for them.
2441. How can you tell ? We can see them when they are coming. If we are watehing for the mnllet
we will first hear of them from the south. First from Shoalthaven, then from Port Hackingy Botany,
Sgdney,]and then they enter Broken Bay. When we are looking out for them they always come from
the gouth. . N : ’
2442, When they are coming from Shoalhaven how do you ascertain that? 'We get telegrams from
different places.

2343, From fishermen? Yes. K

2444, Can you tell that the fish are travelling up from ke south when you are on the eoast yourself P
Yes. You can see them—they make a great deal of work in the water; you can see them on a dark
night better than in the day-time. ‘ '

2445, It another person has given evidence that the fish travel from north to south would you think. that
that is eorrect? No one about Sydney harbour would say that and tell the truth ; he could not say thai
he had seen them travel that way. ' o 2416,
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2446. To whom do you apply for your license every year? I go to Plillip-street, I think.

2447. Do you haveto come to Sydnoy for it ? I live in Sydaey.

2448. Do the fishermen on the Hawkesbury havo to coms to Sydney for their licenses ? I heard that
every man had to come to Sydney to get his own license, and I therefore asked the inspeetor at Brisbane
Water if that was the case, he said no, that the fishermen give him the money there and he gets the
licenzes for them, ' :

2449, He receives themoney? Yes,

2450. No inconvenience arises at any time about obtaining those licenses? The only complaint I have
heard was made this year, and that was by the Sydney fishermen. Every Sydney fisherman was com-
pelled to go and get his license himself.

2451. Do you know of any instance where fishermen were delayed for any length of time in geiting their
licenses ! No. : .

2452. They can always go to fish at once ? Yes, T always knew that my license was always fortheoming
whenever I wanted it,

2453. Have you not mentioned that you have seen inspectors stealing the fish? I do not know what
you would eall it, but I have seen them with hags and handkerchiefs going from one heap to another and
taking the fish away.

2454. Have you ever seen them do that with. yourfish? No; the reason ie that I had a mate at one time
who stopped them from doing it when I was not there.

2455. Whom do those inspectors belong to—to the City Couneil or the Commissioners ?  To the Commis-
sioners I think. :

2456, They are inspectors of the Fisheries Commission? Yes.

2457, Areyou sure ? They are a boating erew.

-2458, Connected with the Fisheries Commission? Yes.

2459. Not with the market only? No, not with the market. : : :
2460, Who are the other people who steal fish? The carters and thosze around them. There are six
agents in the market, and each agent has four or five men around him. The whols of the commission they
get will not give over £30 or £35, and how could they pay those twenty-four or thirty men unless they
took the fish? .

2461. My. O’Sullivan.] Is that their only meany of livelihood ?. Pretty well. They ean go to the races
and spend as much money as any man. '

2462. Mr. Stevenson.] How long have you been fishing ? Twenty-six years.

2463. Do you know of a fach that large quantities of fish have been lost at the markets? Yesx

2464, Do the fish from Brishane Water mostly disappear? Yes; I suppose that is because they happen
to be the freshest fish that come to market.

2488. Are the men who are in the habit of helping themselves from the fish at the market connected with
the Fisheries Commission? Yes; there are never more than three inspectors connected with the Fisheries
Commission at the market. )

2466. You say that the fish are taken from the heaps—can you say whether the parties who take the fish
are in the habit of paying for them? I do not think that they do pay for them. '
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2467. Can you say that they do not ? I believe that they do not pay for them, They may have been

doing so lately, within the last week or so; but they did not do it before.

2468. Do you attend the market very often? Yes,

2469, Iave you ever seen fish sent away by anyone connected with the markets? Yes.

2470. Very often? Yes.

2471, More particularly on Fridays ? Yes.

2472, Then, in your opinion, the fish-market is not properly condueted ? T am suve it is not.

2473, Do you know at whose request Middle Harbour was opened ? No; I cannot say for certain, but
I think it was opened just for the sake of one man. If all the fishermen in Sydney were asked I think
everyone of them, except une or two, would say that they did not care whether Middle Harbour was closed
or not, . ‘
2474, Then you think that Middle Harbour was not opened at the request of the fishermen ? I am sure
it wag not. '

2475, Have you ever seen any of the officiels connected with the Commission fishing on the ﬁshing-grouﬁds '

cither in Sydney or outside ?” No.

2476. What is your opinion about prawn.nets? I think i} is a very bad net when it is used as a sinking
net. 'When 1t is used in that manner it kills a tremendous lot of small fish of all sorts. I do not know
why the prawn-nets should not be used as floating nets. T have caught a lot of prawns, but T have always
done it with floating nets, : .

2477, Mr. O’Sullivan.] You have spoken sbout getting information from Shoalhaven and other places
along the coast when the fish are coming up;—do you get that information from friends ? Yes.

2478. Will it be befter for the fishermen if the Government establish signal-stations from which informa.-
tion could be sent with regard to the movements of the fish? They would net know any sooner.

2479. Suppose the men at the light-house at Twofold Bay or Gireen Cape telegraphed that the fish were
coming up the coast, would not the fishermen in Sydney know it in proper time ?  Yes,

2480. Would not that be fo their advantage ? Not much, because they know pretty well at present.
2481. You wsay that the Woolloomooloo market is not properly conducted ;-—~in what respects do you
mean? In different ways; you do not get the returns from the fish that are put into the market fhat
you ought to get, becanse the fish are not properly sold.

2482. Do they not give yom overy accommodation—have they not electric lighting and rei:";igemting-

apparatus and other conveniences? Yes; but we pay for all that. We pay 2s. in the £—Is. for sale
and ls. for agency. : '

2483. If you bring fish to the market in the svening ean you not keep it in the refrigerating room until
next morning ¥ No; unless we pay 1s. in the £. ‘ :
2484. You are a native, and you ]l)mve only got experience here? Yes,

2485. Then how can you compare this market with any other markets ? T have nob compared it with
other .markets. . : : o
2486; How can you fell that it is not properly conducted ? When you ave robbed you know that things
. are not being conducted ?z'opgrly. ’ ) ' 2487,
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- 2487, Do you thivk that any improvements can be suggested P Yes; n fisherman must not offend Mr.

Seymour. 1f he does he suffers for about three months afterwards.

2488, In what way? Becanse when he comes to sell your fish he knocks them down as fast as the dealers
ean piek them up,

2489. Does he know your fish? The fisherman's name is always sung out.

2490. Could you not number them so as to avoid that ?  You have to put your name down in full, so that
the ingpectors ean see that you have a license. '

2491. Could not that be done irrespective of Mr. Seymour—could you not have some number or token so
as to identify your fish, and you could then have protection against Mr. Seymour or anybedy else? Yes,
that could be done.

2492, Mr. Ritchie.] Can you not call in your own auctioneer? No.

2493. Chatrman.] Do you not think it would be better if there were proper tables, such as they have in
other parts of the world, on which the fish eonld be placed and offered for sale? Yes; that might do.
At present, on Friday especially, the fish are packed on to the floor, as they do not want to have a second
sale if they ‘can help it, and when a dealer buys a heap of fish in one place he has to tread on another

heap of fish to get to it.
2494. So that they are sold to the public in very bad condition, having-been trodden and spat upon?

Yes, in very bad condition.

2495, Have you noticed whether many people chew tobacco in the fish-markets ¥ You will always see
that going on, but smoking has been stopped within the last month.

2496.” Mr. Stephen.] Would it not be possible to prevent chewing too P It-would take a lot of watching
to do that. B

2497. Are your resl complaints directed more against the treatment that the fish get in the market than
against the Fisheries Act itself? The Fisheries Act is bad, because we have not got enough water to
work in. - : ‘ :

2498. But you have greater eomplaints against the management of the market? Yes.

2499, Afr. Stevenson.] What is your objection to the Hawkesbury being opened as far as Wiseman’s
Ferry P Because I do not know the -river about Mangrove Creek. If anyene recommends that the river

should be opened above Mangrove Creek they might be right. I know there are very few hauling-gronnds

above Mangrove Creek,

Mr, James Edwards called in, sworn, and examined :—

2500. Chairman.] What are you? A fisherman.

2501, How long have you been so engaged P Twenty-six or twenty-seven years.

2502. Where? George’s River chiefly. I was at Port Stephens for a very short time.

2503. Where are you located at the present fime? George’s River.

2504, Do you belong to the Botany Fishermen’s Asscciation ? I am a member of it.

2505. Have you at any time had reason to complain of the operation of the Fisheries Act? Yes; we

have had reason te complain of the elosing of waters, of the length of the pets, and the sizeé of the mesh.

2508, Are there good fishing-grounds in George’s River P There are some good grounds, but the chief
art of Greorge’s River is very rough. '

2507, Where is the river closed ¥~ To the railway bridge at Como.

2508. Do you think it could be opened up higher without doing injury to the public? Yes.

2509. Mo where would you suggest it should be opened ? To Salt-pan Creek, on George'’s River, and to

the erossing-place on the Woniora River, that is the sand-bar ‘where they used to cross the cattle from

Liverpool on to the Southern Hstate. - S

2510, How high up is that? About 2% miles from the bridge. Salt-pan Creek is about § miles o 5%

miles from the railway bridge. ‘

2511. Are you what is called a master fisherman? Yes.

2512, You have boats and nebs, and you employ men? Yes.

2518. Do you send large quantities of fish fo market? I have not heen in the habit of sending large

quantifties lately. Ihave beeu refailing them myself. I have been hiring men to sell fish, and I sell them

mywelf, . ) . .

2514. I suppose that pays you better than sending fish to market? Yes; because lately the fish have

been bringing very low prices. ' T

2515. How used you to transmit the fish which you eaught in George’s River to the Woolloomoolao

market P By a cart from George’s River. I have sometimes driven it myself, and sometimes I employed

a man to do so. ' _

2516. So that you are not one of those fishermen who have suffered by pilfering on the part of carters? No.

2517, Bo that you have no reason to complain of your fish having been'stolen ¥, No.

2518. Have you s knowledge of the fish-markets? Yes. ) :

. 2519, Do you think the accommodation there is adequate? No,

2520. Do you think it eould be much improved P Yes; I think a more ceniral place in the tawn would
be a great improvement, _ '

2521. Can you suggest any place which would be convenient for another depdt ? Where Mr. Hudson
has his timber-yard at Tiveleigh would be a convenient place. The fish could be brought in-by frain;
delivered there, and sent straight away without handling. That would save pilfering, and the handling of
fish, which turns it bad. At present fish that is sent by train has to be taken down to Woolloomoaloo,
and it ig then sent back to the train o be sent into the country, That does great injury to the fish: I
think that if we had a market in a more eentral place we would have a superior class of dealers. Many
respectable men would not care to go downio Woolloomooloo market to deal in fish. :
2522, Have you frequently witnessed the sale of figh at the Woolloomooloo market? Yes.

2528. Ts the fish thrown in beaps on the floor, and is it open to inspection by everyone there? Yes.
2524 People inspecting the fish, and others who have no interest except to pilfer fish, can spit and tread

~wpon them ? Yes; I have seen them do so repeatedly. -Any one can handle the fish.-

2525. Are any people who desire to buy fish permitted to handle them? TYes; I have not seen- any
objection made. 1 have seen dozens of people take them up, smell their gills, and drop them down again.
2526, 8o that the fish are injured in that way also? Yes, I have often thought it a great shame.

. : 2527,
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2527, Do you think it would be better to have proper tables——marble slab tables—for the display of fish, Mr.
instead of their being indiseriminatoly thrown over the floor?  Yes, gomething of that sort would be a 7. Edwards.
great improvement. I hear that in Melbourne they show the fish in half-baskets, and dealers in that way ng
know what kind of fish they are buying. R
lq 2528. They are sold aecording to sample ?  Yes.

2529. Have you dealt directly with the auctioneer or through an agent? Through an agent.
2580. Have you fo pay the agent a commission ? Yes. ‘
2581. Have you also to pay a commission to the auctioneer? I do not know whether it is paid to the
auctioneer or to the Corporation ; but we have to pay 5 per cent. for the use of the market. I under-
gtand that the anctioneer iy paid so much per morning.
2532. I suppose you always send your fish in time for the first sale? T try to, but others are doing the
same. I have often been there between 2 and 8 o’clock in the morning, and yet I was not in time for the

first sale.
2538. Wl}at is the time of the first sale? About half-past 5 o'clock. :
- * 2534, M. Ritckie.] What is the meaning of the first sale? The first lot of fish that is sold. The market -

will only hold so many heaps of fish at a time, and after the first lot is sold another lot is put down, and .
so on until all the fish are sold.
2585, Chairman.] Have you ever availed yourself of the refrigerating process ?  No.
2586. Have you never had any necessity to doso? Yes, I have had a necessity, but I have always
i thought it betfer to throw the fish away than to put them in the refrigerating chamber,
2587, Why ? Because they are handled so much, and because they are always looked upen a¢ stale fish
by the dealers, and they bring the price down. The dealers bid 1s. asheap, or 28, a heap for them, and
., the fresh fish which are sold afterwards, and which ought to bring 5s. or 10s. a heap, only bring the same
_ price. Everyone is rushing to see the fish, and the buyers at the back do not know whether the fish have
' come out of the freezing-room or not.
2638, Mr, O'Sullivan.] Those fish give a start to the price? Yes, they bring down the market.
2539, Chairman.]- Have you seen any people pilfering fish at the market? I would not like to say.
2640, This is a very important matter; we do not wantyou te give names ¥ I have no objection o that.
- I have, - ) o
2541. By what means are they pilfered ¥ T have seen fish tipped out of the baskets, and there might be
cne-quarter of a basket, or one-half basket which was not tipped out. The fish that are left in the
%{ baskkets are generally put in the earts afterwards. ‘When 1 have gone away I have seen them still in the
baskets.
j 2542, It is quite possible that those pilfered fish are sent out and sold to the public? I do not think
i there is any doubt about that. : ' '
2543, Have you ever seen people with small bags going round to the different heaps and taking fish from
them? No. I have seenthem walking round with bags, but I have kept my eye specially on my own heap.
2544, Have you ever caught anyone stealing your fish? Yes,
2545. Did you prosecute them 7 No. '
2546. Are the people whom you spoke of as emptying the baskets and leaving some in the bottoms con-
' nected with the fish-markets at all? Yes. . .
re 954f7, Not with the Fisheries Commisgion? No.
En 2548. Are.the fishing-grounds in George’s River very prolific? Not in the open waters.
- 2549. What sort of fish do you catch there ? Chiefly mullet ; there is very Iittle of anything else.
25650, Do you think that yéu would be in a much better position, and that you would be able to earn a
; better livelihood if there were more open waters ?  Yes, I am certain of it.
3 2551. Have you any complaints to make a3 to the size of the mesh or thenets? Yes. Ournets are too
short—that 13 & very great evil. Through having a short net we have to cast it very often, and that
drives the figsh away. If we had longer nets we might make only one ex two hauls a gay and get a full
freight. At present we do not get & full freight perhaps more than once in twelve months.
25562. Do you ever hear peopie complain of the unjust seizure of their nets ?  No. _
2553, Have you ever heard complaints as to regulations made by the Fisheries Commission? Yes, .
There is a complaint as to the shortness of the nets, '
2554, Have the fishermen of the Aszociation ever made any recommendations to the Commission? Yes,
‘We had a deputation to the Commission.
2555, Has nothing come of that? No. They promised us that they would give us.a month’s notice
~ before they closed any waters. : '
2556. Do you apply personally at the office for your license ?  Yes. : .
4 2657. Would it not be better if power were given to the local inspector to issue licenses? Yes; I have
always spoken in favour of that. I could never see the reason why we should not get the licenses from
them without having fo go to Sydney. .
2568. Wag George's River closed on the recommendation of the local inspector ?  No.
T 2559. It was closed without his recommendation ? Yes, he says so.
g ' 2660. Do you think it would be & geod thing to give the inspector power to decide upon the closing of
¥

&

certain waters and the closing of others? No. _ .

2561. Do you know if any of the Fisheries Commissioners have visited Greorge’s Riger in connection with
the Fisheries? I believe they have done ro, but 1 have never seen them. - '
2562. Do you know anything of oyster culture ? No, I am not an oyster lessee.

2663. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Is your associstion composed of master fishermen or of all fishermen? Of
: masters and labouring men foo. . . ‘

e 2564. Is it an organization to protect your interests? Yes. S

2535, Have you as a body made any recommendations to the Fisheries Commission? Yes,

J 2566. Have they been acted upon? No. They never acted upon them further than that they said that
® they would give us an answer to the deputation as early as possible. They sent us an answer within, I
' think, a day or two of twelve months from the time we waited upon them. :

2567. Was 1} a favourable answer then? = No. They said they would do nothing at all for us in favour
of lengthening our nets or opening any waters. The only thing they would do would be to give 25

fathoms in the wings on lakes such as Illawarra, but for the home fisheries they would do nothing.’ s68
: : - 2668, -
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Me. 2568, Do you think that the members of the Tisheries Commission onderstand the business? I do not
J. Bdwards. {}hin} 50, " Their actions do not show that they have knowledge. 1 do not thiuk that they would fix the
- "= Jengths of nets which we have if they understood it. Any man should know that such a short net would
23 July, 1880 gyive the fish away. ' e
2569, Mr. Stephen.] Have you any real gricvances to complain of under the Fisheries Act? We have
to complain of the closing of 8o much water and of the shortness of our nets. :
2570. 'Those are the greabtest grievances ¥  Yes; and the size of the mesh.
2571. Would you be satisfied if more waters were open as hauling ground, and if you were allowed to use
longer nets than you have at present?  Yes ; they allow us to use a garfish-net of 14 inch; that is the
largest size with which we can cateh a garfish, If we use s mesh anything larger than that it is impossible
to catch garfish, and if the mesh goes below that it is illegul.
2572. When the fish are taken into the market are they sorted P Not that I know of. o
2578, Are they thrown oub promiscuously on the floor and sold P Ves ; sometimes the bream and whiting
are sorted out, but that is done by the fishermen before they are sent to market. ,
2574. 'What is the total reduetion that fishérmen arc subjected to for fees, charges, and everything of that _
sort in the market? 10 per cent.
2575. Does that include everything ? Yes.
2576, Does that include payment to the fisherman’s agent? Yes. L
2577. You spoke of the pilfering in emptying the baskets. Is that done by officials who are paid to .
attend to the work of the markets? Yes, ' §
2578. Are those men employed by the Corporalion or by the Fisheries Commission ? That is more than
Y can say. I believe they are employed by the agents, but I cannot any. :
2579. Then they are not officials? I mean the six agents,
2580. Are they the servants of the Corporation or of the Tisheries Commission, or sre they men
employed by the various agents on behalf of the fishermen? T believe they are employed by the agents
on behalf of the fishermen.
2581. Ther: you do not think that it is done by the servants of the Corporation or the servants of the
Fisheries Commission? No. ‘ ) '
2582, Do you think it would be » benefit for the fishermen to have a practical fisherman to represent
them on the Commission? Yes.
2583. Is that the general desire of the fishermen of the Assoclation? Yes.
2584, Mr. Stevenson.] Are the agents whom you speak of sent to the market by the Corporation or the
Figheries Commission, or how do they get there ? I think anyone can get an office in the market as an
agent. )
2585, My, O’Sullivan.] Who pays the agents? The fishermen pay them 1s. in the £,
2586. They pay 5 per cent. to the market and 5 per cent. to the agents? Yes.
2587, Then I presume those men are engaged by the fishermen? Yes.
2588. They have the appointing of them? = Yes. '
2589, If you wanted a man to act as agent for you what step would you take? I would ask him
to take the situation as agent in the market, and I suppose he would have to apply to the Corporation.’
2590. They have to be sanctioned by the Corporation? I think so, but I am not certain of it. The
agents are in the market, and I understand that what they get is 5 per cent. for selling. Ce
2591. Mr. Stevenson.] Are we to understand that when you spoke of officials in connection with the
market; pilfering the fish, you mean to say it is always done by the agents? Not by the agents, but by
their gervants. : o
2592. Did you ever have a dispute with anyone with reference to your fish being taken ? No; I sawa few
of my fish taken away, but X did not think it worth while to speak about it. ¥ went up to one man and
asked him why he took my fish. He said he took only one, that he knew me, and that he did not..
think it would matier. . ' '
259?];. ‘Was that an official connected with the Fisheries Commission? No; it was a man dealing in the
market. '
2594, Do you think that reduced oyster rents would help oyster culture by small men? I have worked
a great deal amongst oysters, and I am of opinion that if the rent were lower than it is at present a great
' many poor men would take up leases. '
2585. Do you think that fish which have been stored in the ice-house at the markets should be sold zepar-
ately from the fresh fish? Yes, :
2596. And should not be mized up with the freshfish? Yes. '
2597, Chairman.] From your experience as a fisherman and your knowledge of the coust, do you think
that trawling could be carried out successfully here? I cannot answer that question. I do not under-
stand anything about the bottom outside, and I never saw s irawling.net used. I have heard that there
are trawling-grounde that would pay. '
2598. Mpr. Stevenson.] Would it not be an advantage to the fishermen if the aultioneer at the fish-
market were tnder the control of the fishermen instead of being under the control of the Corporation,
tléat is; suppoging that he sold for the fishermen at so much per cent.? Yes, I think that would bs a great
advantage. :

THURSDAY, 25 JULY, 1889.

Bresent:— :
Mz. FRANK FARNELL, Mr. WILLIAM STEPHEN,
M=, HOWE, Mz, STEVENSON,
- ‘ Mxz. RITCHIE, Mz. TIHHOMPSON.

FRANK FARNELIL, Esq., v 188 CHAIR.
o ' Mr. James Richard Hill eailed in, sworn, and examined :— .
e 2599, Chairman.] What position do you hold in connection with the TFisheries Conrnission? ¥ am one
1. g miL of the Commissioners, : ‘

~—  2600. How long have you heid that position P About five years.
25 July, 1889, 2601, Are there four other gentlemen assoclated with you? Yes. 2602,




OF¥ THE WORKING OF TIE FISUERIES ACT. ’ Sif ’
2602. Have you taken any pariicular interest in the fishing industry of this Colony ? If my being one of Mr, .
the most regular attendants at the beard meetings is an cvidence of it, T may say yes. J. B, Hill.
2603. How often do the board hold their meetings P Once a week, 2{?;\"“‘9 1
20604, Have they lapsed at any time? Very rarely. 3 duly, 1889,
2605. How many generally attend the meetings? Ifis o rare thing for me to be absent unless I am
awny from town. It has happened on ocensions that only two members have attended, butnot for a long fime
past. Three have generally attended. The time when thers was net a quorum present on various
: occasions was about twelve months ago. - The terms of office of Mr. Ramsay and Dr. Cox had expired, they
! . had not been reappointed, and they very properly refused to sit until they were officially gazetted.
" Otherwise we bave had a fair number of meetings. = As a rule whenerver two were in attendance they have
gone through the work, aud the hook has been afterwards taken fo one other member, Mr. Oliver or Dr.
E Ramsay, who would go through what we had done, and confirm it
2606. Iow many members constitute & quorum #  Three.
2607. Do you not think that the plan of taking the boolk to a third member was very objectionable? It
wag the only way of conducting fhe business. There were only three Commissioners then in existence.
Mr. Oliver, being the Parliamentary Draftsman, had his time so fully oceupied that he could not always
attend, and Dr. Cox and Mr. Ramaay were out of office.
2608. Do you consider that fhe provisions of the Fisheries Act have applied justly and have given
satisfaction to those who carry on their calling as fishermen and oystermen? I think the Aet is a fairly
7 good one, but it has not given satisfaction in many respects, beeause where you have to close waters you
will not give satisfaction {o those who have been fishing in the vicinity of the closure. If is impossible
to geb an Act that will give unbounded satisfaction to everyone.
!- 2609, Have the Commissioners worked together harmonicusly?  Yes, from beginning fo end.
2610. Have you any reason to doubb the advisability of continuing the existence of the present Com-
misgion ¥ I do not think that matters would be improved by altering the present system. Changes
might take place with regard to the staff which might perhaps lessen the expense, but T think the system
is a fairly good ene, and I do not think that it entails unnecessary expense on the Grovernment,
2611. Have you at any time breught under the notice of the Government proposals to remedy alleged
" defects in the Act? I was informed when T came into oflice that a draft Bill had been submibted, and
that draft Bill was shown fo me showing modifications and alterations. I was informed that that had
been submitted to the Government, but that nothing had been done with regard to it. I was of opinion
that that Bill contained s number of valuable provisions. '
2612. As a2 Commissioner sitting in Court as it wers, have you had .any complaints brought under your -
notice by fishermen or others, as to the unjust operation of the Fisheries Act? Yes, many have objected
to the closings. Others to the sale of nets. .
2613. Have you taken any steps to remedy those alleged defecis ? We have always taken them info
consideration. _ _
2614. 'What time bas generally been eccupied in the sittings of the Commission? We meet at 3 o’clock,
and we have been there till 6 ¢’clock. As a rule we are never away till 5 o’clock. o
2615. Have the officers who are charged with carrying out the provisions of the Act power to scize nets.
of an unlawful mesh? Yes. . :
2616. Have many cases of that character come urder your notice ? T cannot recollect particular cases,
but such cases have certainly come under our notice, ) _
2617-8. 1a it not a fact that some nets have Deen sold after seizure at the Commissioners’ will, while at
other-times they have been allowed to rot? I mever heard of a case where they were allowed to rof, or -
of their having been sold where they have not been made legal. If the net which is seized iz partly legal
and partly illegal, it is cut up and sold in legal portions. There iz oue style of net whick is legal for one
particular sort of fishing which is illegal for another style. A man might be fishing with an illegal bunt,
‘whiéh illegal bunt might, if it were of proper length, be legal, say, for a prawn-net. The Department has
nlways eui the net so as to make it legal. "When nets are sold there is a little hand-bill printed containing
the auctioneer’s name, the number and style of the net, its length, stating whether it is a legal hauling-
net, prawn-net, or gar-fish net, or that it is not legal for anything, but saitable only for fruit trees.
2619. Have the officers of the Commission power to seize nets in closed waters? Yes.
9620, ‘Whether they are in use or not? Yes; if they are being or have just been used there.
2621. Do you not think that thai'is a very harsh provision? I think it is rather the opposite. If a
man flshes in closed waters he knows that his net will be seized, _ ‘
2622, 1 refer to a case of this kind: If =2 man has his net in his boat and is pulling through closed
waters, and if he happens to have caught fish in the open waters, but is discovered with his net in the
closed waters, do you not think that it is a hard case that these nets should be confiscated? ¥ am
‘ satisfied that no such cage has arigen, . _ . ’
i - 2623. Do you recollect the case of Crossland at the Hawkesbury ? I do not remember any partieular
ense, but’l am ratisfied that no magistrate would convict a man upon insufficient evidence. If a man were
' inside closed waters, as many of them have to be, because they live there, it would certainly be an unfair
and unjust thing becanse a man had to go to and from his home to seize his net. I*have never heard of
X. a, case of snch injustice, but I have heard of cases where men were caught in the act of hauling, or where
they had the fish alive in théir boat, and when it would have been impossible for them to have caught fish
ontside closed waters. It is o matter of evidence before a magistrate, and unless.s man is convicted a
magistrate cannob confiscate his nets, . ‘ _
2624, The case of Crossland to which I have referred was brought by myself under the notice of the
Grovernment some time ago, and they promised to refer the matier to the Fisheries Commission. The
circumstances of the case were these: Crossland had gone fishing in open water, and had made a haul.
He kept the fish and returned to his home, which was in closed waters. - The fish were alive, and the
: inspector came up to him and eaught him with the fish in his boat. e seized the fish and swore that
1 the man had been fishing in closed waters, whereas the man had actually been fishing in open waters.
That was a case of hardship that came under my notice ¥ I would like to know what the magistrate said.
2625, I think the case was given against the man? Where evidence had been given on oath, and where
b the witnesses were subjected to an examination, is it not rather unreasonable to say that this man caught
! - the fish in the open waters. - I conclude that before a magistrate would conviet a man he would have
. sufficient evidence to justify him in doing 80’ ‘ 2626.
381—M
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2626. The man had been fishing in open waters and several men had seen him. When he was summoned
he thought that his case was so good that he did not deem it necessary to take witnesses with him to
court ; however the case went against him, and I am informed that he represented to the Commission that

*his statements could be barne out by the fisherinen associating with him. Do yeu not think under those

circumstances, which were represented to the Commission, the Commission would be jusiified in inmvesti-
gating that man’s case ? I do net think the Commissioners would in any degree be justified in poing
outsidé sworn evidenea before a magistrate. Tt would be a sfur on the administration of justice if the
Commission in any way interfered with a case that hud been before a magistrate or a justice, where the
accused would have every epportunity of being heard.

2626%. Are you not aware of cases in other departments where actions have been taken against men and
they have been committed, but through evidence having been brought before the Minister of Justice he has
relensed the persons imprisoned or has remitted the fine imposed by the mapistrates? I cannot tell you
what the individual cazes are. _ }

2627. Has a man a right of appeal on these convictions and his net being ordered o be confiscated? No,
he hag not.

2628. In the face of all these eircumstances do you not think that the Commission as the body charged
with the administration of the Act would be perfectly justified in invesligating that man’s case? No,
after the case was onee before the eourt T do not $hink the Commission should investigate it.

2629. Are you awire of any special or particular knowledge possessed by your fellow Commissioners—are
they scientific men or men of practical experience ?  There are men on the Commission who are theroughly
practicdl fishermen and others who are scientifie men. "Within my persenal kiowledge there are practicsl
nien on the Commission who know more about fish than any fishermen I knew in my life; and I am
thoroughly acquainted with a large number of fishermen, Fishermen as & rule are not of an inquiring furn
of mind, and many of them know very little about the habits of fish. o _

2680. Have you anyone on the Board who has ever earned his livelihood by fishing¥  Certainly not.
2631, Would you havé any objection to have a man placed on the Commission who has had experience
as 4 practical fisherman? "It would not be for me tb object or otherwise, but I should think that it would
be an inadvisablé step if a fisherman who wag earning his living as such were placed on the Commission.
2632, If the man placed on the Commission as the représentative of the fishermen were a master fisher- .
man, owning & lot of hoats and nets, would you see any objection to his being a member of the Commis-
sioil? T do not see that there would be the slightest harm in it. .
2633. Have you visited any of the oyster-grounds or fishing-beds? I know well the Harbour, Botany,
Port Hacking, Shoalhaven, and various other places; I do not know Broken Bay, but I know the Hunter.
2634. Is it 1ot a fact that nets which have been passed as legal shrink very much, and the mesh becomes -
sméller than the legal sizé? * Yes, o N : L
2635. Have any proceedings been faken against men who have used nets under those circumstances? I
am not awarée of any particular cases. If 1s as likely as not that they have taken place, but a fisherman
with any sense would allow for the shrinkage when he was buying the net. e o ]
2686. Do you not think that when a net has otieé been proneunced as being of 2 legal mesh it should
always be considered legal 7 Cerfainly not ; a garfish-net by a process of severe tanming would soon be
brought down {0 half ifs legal size. A , S S
2637, As there have been several complaints as to the alleged unjust application of the provision which
efidots a punishment to fishermen who use nets of an unlawinl mesh, do you not think i} would be much
better to provide for a very severs punishment to thosé people who may bring undersized fish to market
rather thart be so particular as to the size of the nets? It is a debatable question whether that coutse
shotuld not be adopted. . I cannot say myself which is thé best course to adopt. The Act already pro-
vides a.gu_tl_isﬁment for killing undersized fish. _ . _ . o
2638, Had the Cominission anything to do with the appointment of inspectors ? We do not appoint
theni dirvectly, but we appoint thein subject to confirmation by the Celonial Secretary.

2639. M7, Stevenson.] You simply recommend? Probably thst is what it is in effect. o

2640. Chairman.] Do you know whether sll ihe inspectors are practical men? I cannot say; I only
know & few of thei. . o ) o o o
2641. Do yon think that there are too many officers émployed by the Commission ? I hive always
held the opinion that the police department might be asked to take charge of some of the places, o asto
relieve us of some of the expense that appedrs to be too large as compared with the number of fish and
oystefs that come from the various plices: _ , ‘
2642, You would not have any objectipn to paliceé magistrates undertaking the duthes of inspeetors P
Not the slightest; only T do not think that police magistrates would tike the same care that sergeants of
polide would. | | R
20643. Is it customary for Mr. Thompson, the Secretary, to visit the various fisheries and oyster-grounds ?
‘We have sent him to view various places, but 1 do not think it is his practice to go periodically.
2644. Have any of the inspectors been reported to you for dereliction of duty? Yes, one or two ; Smith,
at the Hawkesbury, was reporbed once or twice. I do not recellect the other cases. . .
2645. Were the charges made against Smith proved? I think not. Smith subjected himself to reprehién:
sion fo¥ orie or tyo trifling things, but the chief charges were not proved. The case was one of his having
beconie executor i an eétaté where some oyster leases were involved: = o o
2646. I8 it & matter of complaint sinongst fishermen that the fish-market at Woelloomooloo ié not worked
satisfactorily ? I think that is quite likely. I have visited {he market on several occasions, =
2647, Have you watcheéd the conduct of the sales in the morning ? Tt id a long time since I was there at
a sale; buf it stpuck mé that it was a nécessarily Hurried affair, but that the bést was made of the
eifcimstariess. There are d great nimber of fish to be sold, and 6f coursé they must be got rid of at a
certain heiir to bé in & fit ¢ondition to be retailed. L : , o
2648. Have you ever heard of pilfering being very common? Yeés; that was reported to me on two or
thrés occasions. I took very strong action on the Commission about it, which resulied in the head of the
police béing fequissted to put on & policéman there to search ouf the matler. One or two convietions
108k place afterwards. ST _ o . L

It ks been dtatéd Liére that the fish aré thtown on o thé floor of the market; and that they dre
16 to be trodden and spab upon by the people who are in afténdance ¥ I should think they are lishle
to that; but T think it is less the case now since the Couneil have built larger premises. 2650.
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'2650. Do you know, as a matter of fact, that the accommodation now afforded is adequate to the fisher-
men’s requirements P I should think it is, because it has been very largely inereased. It may not be if
the number of fish goes on increasing as it has been. I have always held that there ought to be little
shoﬁs attached to the market, where people comid go and buy their fish,  That, however, is a matter
within the provinece of the Municipal Council. '
2651. Do you nob think that there might be some improvements made by construeting raised tables with
marble tops, so that the fish might be properly shown to purchasers? Yes; and tho Municipal Council
would be Justified in having a second warkeb 10 meet the requirements ag the city extends. T think there
should be another market established somewhere in Sussex-street. o

2652. It haé been stated here that if fishermen come into collision with Mr. Seymour, who, I believe,
receives a salary from the Commission of £75 a-year, he is likely to have a down on them, and will knock
down their fish when selling them for next to nothing. Do yon think there is any truth in that? . I do
not know Mr. Seymour personally, but from what I hear of him I should think that he is the very
opposite. He has a very difficult part to play. He has to dispose of a very large quantity of fishin g
very small space of time, and he has a very curious class of people to deal with. '
2653. Are you aware that many complaints have been made by fishermen that the rivers have been closed
unnecessarily ¢ Yes, -
26564. In some cases they have been closed for twelve moenths, according to the Act;—then they have
been closed for a further peried of twelve months; and in some cases the rivers have been closed for
four years permanently ? T do not recollect the time for which the rivers have been closed; but T do not
think that any closure has been made which is not in aceordance with law. Ifthe closure were made oufside
the ﬁamlr the fishermen would not respect it; it would be wltre wires, and the fishermen are quite well up
in the law. . )

2655. Do you remember any complaints against the Commission cloging the Hawkesbury River ynneces-
garily P 1 du not recollect any special complaints, : o
2656. Have the Commissioners done anything with regard to administering the Inland Fisheries Ack?
‘We have got an inspector near Deniliquin, another was appointed last fortnight on the recommendation
of Mr. Chanter, that is Mr. Manton., The head of the police at Lake George has taken a great deal of
ixﬁtmlfst in I;ch_e matter, and he has reported to us on several occasions with regard to cod-fish and, I
think, perch. ' R
2657, Have you two trawls in the possession of the Commission? Yes; we have two, and T am not
sure that we have not three. ’ ’ :
2665, Have they ever been used? One was used before I was a member of the Commission, buf
unauceessfully I understood. I think it got caught in the rocks two or three times and was injured:
‘We made an attempt during the last few mouths to use a trawl at Botany, we had only one haul and if
wag nnsuceessful.  We instructed our men to use it again, but they were unsuccessful also. I initiated
the movement because I heard that the place was alive with flounders and flathead ; but the experiment
did not give hope that fishermen might go on with the industry with success. ' -
2659. 1e the steam-launch in the possession of the Commission seaworthy ? No, it is perfectly useless.
2660, Do you keep an engineer for her? Yes; I consider that it is absolutely a waste of money.

2651, Mr. Howe.] Do you think that the Act is better administered under the Commission than it would
be under a responsible Minister ? Yes.

2662. Are you prepared io recommend as one of the Commissioners that Port acking should be thrown
open to the fishermen ? The Commission were never consulted about the closing of Poit Hacking, My
opinion is that it would be wise to keep Port Hacking closed from the spit upwards. I have always
thought that it should be open from the spit to Jibben Beach. '
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2663. Do you know that when the fishermen are using the garfish-net when they catch fish no matter

of what weight, they are compelled to throw them into the water again ? No; I do not read the Act in
that way. If they are undersized fish they have to be thrown info the water, I amsure that no fisherman
throws back fizh which are above the legal weight.

2664. What is your objection to the length of the net provided the mesh is of a legal size? I think that
on several of the flats, especially at the Hawkesbury and Take Macquarie, there might be no objection to
increasing the length of the net so long as the mesh remained the same, and so long as there was decenf
supervision to see that the small-sized fish were thrown back. In ordinary places, like Sydney harbour
and Botany, I think that the present length of the net is quite sufficlent for all practieal purposes. I
think that very few of the ¢ld recegnized fishermen ever use as great a length of net as the law
pllows them, o D
2665. Is the present length 60 fathoms for 23-inch mesh? No. 90 fathoms for a garfish-net and 150
fathoms for _Eaulingmets. 1 think on big flats an extension of 50 fathoms might be allowed for a
hauling-net. - :
2666. Of course the shorter the net fhe more frequent the hauls? Nob necessarily I think. .

2667. In a river if there are frequent hauls do they not disturb the fish? No doubt; but the old
fishermen of the country do not as a rule haul unless they see fish. It is only since theadvent of the
Italians who have made a practice of hanling on all occasions and in all places that many of our men have
been tempted to do the same, _ : - :
2668. Have you ever heard objections raised against the use of sinking nets ? Yes. .
2669. On account of disturbing the bottom? Yes. I think that has been more prompted by jealousy of
the Ttalians than by a knowledge of fish-culture. [ am satisfied by a very lengthy experience of fresh
water fish in New Zealand, where I had a great deal to do with salmop and trout that very few people in
this country know anything as to the hatehing of salt waterfish. I do not think it has been demonstrated
scientifically so as t0 make certain about it, excepting in the case of the mullet. We know perhaps more
about the habits of the mullet than any other fish. We know that they go on fo the flats and scrape a
hole like that made by the furrew of a plough, only shallow, in which they deposit their eggs, but with
regard to schnappér, garfish, bream, and all other kinds of fish the knowledge with regard to their repro-
duetien is in its infaney. Last year 1 noticed that the schnapper had ova in the month of Noveniber up
to the end of May, and many of them in the month of November had ova so mature that it was on the
point of being deposited. That extended right up to the end of May, and 1 think as late as July, but
during the present year jt was altogether different. They had their ova about the month of ;Deeé_xx%bil_-,
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but I never found a fish up to the end of March with ova in it. This shows that we cannot count on one
season following another inregard to salt water fish, I never met anyone whoeould give me any informa-
tion on this subject.

*2670: Do you think that it would be advisable to close the entrance o the harbour of Port Jackson, say a
mile oné side and a mile the other ? T think it would be a very serious mistale.
2671. Fishermen living inside the mouth of the harbour when they see a school of fish come in shoot
their nets at them and the probability is that the fish turn round and do not come into the harbour again ?
As a rule they do not go out again, They go across to the other side or they go deep. I have noticed
this, that the fishermen whe live about the opening of a harbour are anxious that the rivers should be
closed, while the fishermen whe live up the river are anxious that the other portions should be closed.
2672. Are yon aware that in the summer months it is impossible to haul in the rivers on account of the
blubber? T have seen that in Botany and in the Parramatta River. Tt is impossible to haul for all

practical purposes,
2678. Does it burn the nets ? T do not know that that is the fact, but itis a terrible job for the fishermen

to clean their nets, and it causes a great strain on the nets. _
2674. 'What are the present license fees? I think that the fee for a boat s :£1, and for each man 10s, or

£1, I am not sure which.

2675. Would you be prepared to recommend a reduction of those fees? I do not think it presses hardly
on the men. I have never heard them complain of if.

2676, If a fisherman selly hiz boat and purchases a new one, 13 he compelled to take out a new license ?
I do not knew ; but T think the license ought o be transferable to the new boat. '
2677. Would you have any objection fo the erection of a fish-market at the southern portion of the city,
say at the Redfern end ? I think it would be a great boon,

2678. I suppose there would be a large transport of fish to the country distriets by rail? There is no
doubt that in future there is likely to be an increased traffic in fish by rail. A great deal of that might
be intercepted and sold at a market somewhere near the Railway station. The Parramatta River men
ought to have a market somewhere about Sussex-strect. '

2679. Are not many of the places where fishing is carried on connected with the eity by rail ¥ Yes; and
steamers are going more actively into the business of bringing the fish to market in a decent state. The
railway is undoubtedly bringing the fish now from places where it was mnever brought from hefore; for
instance, Lake Macquarie, the Hawkesbury, and probably & great deal of fish will be brought from Kiama
and other places. It would be of very great service to the public if the Council ¢could be prevailed upen
to open a market there.

2680. Mr. Ritohie.] Does the Commission frequently transact business withoud 2 quornm? No. Very
rarely, It occurred during the time that Dr. Cox and Mr. Ramsay ceased to be members through their

term of office hdving expired,
2681, Has it eéver occurred that business has been tramsacted with one member being present only P

- Never that I heard of.

2682. Do you admit that when the meetings were transacted without a quorum they were invalid ? No

doubt they were iHegal.
2683. Da you also admit that the members who were absent would not have a full opportunity to arrive

- ab a proper conclusion by seeing all the papers? They would have the papers sent to them. There

would be only one absent member ; that would be, perhaps, Mr., Oliver.
2684. Have any of the Commissioners ever acted after their appoinfments lapsed through effluxion of
time? I cannot speak with certninty. I know that Dr. Cox was very particular about refusing to act.

2685. Are the Commissioners appointed for five years P TYes.

2686, You do not know of any case where o Commissioner acted afler five years had elapsed? T cannot

speak with certainty,

2687, If anyone saxd that meetings frequently lapsed for want of a quorum would that be true? Yes,
we have had many lapsed meetings in five years. - ‘
2688. Has business been frequently transacted in the illegal manner you describe? - In almost all cases
where two attended they did the business and the beok was taken to the third.

2689, Is it your opinion that the mode of conveying the fish from the steamer to the market is imperfect?
Yes, very imperfect. _ : .

2690. Are many fishi lost or destroyed in this way ? Yes; the fishermen are subjected to great loss by
pilfering.” It is'a very loose, bad system, but fishermen trouble themselves very little about their own
affairs, and they do not seem bo have encugh energy to remedy the evils which exist.

2691. Are large numbers of fish often allowed 0 be destroyed and become bad through neglect in allowing
it to lie about the wharves? I never heard of that.

2692. Do you know that fish from the Clarence and other northern rivers are brought to Syduey in ice-
‘chests P Yes; a certain quaniity of ice is put into the boxzes in which the fish is earried.

2698, :Ig' it not a fact that those boxes with fish in them are allowed to remain on the wharves all night,
and in this warm climate the fish often goes bad ? T never heard that. Ialways understood from the
fishermen that as soon as the vessel came in the carts came to take the fish away to market.

2694. Have yon ever heard of any inconvenience arising through delay in issuing licenses to fishermen ?
Never within my recollection. I think we are always ready to issne licenses at all times,

2695. Do you find that by closing the various waters there is a great increase in the fish? Yes; ina
marked degree I think they have done an immense amount of good.  *

2696. Do you know anything about the habits of migratory fish, such as mullet? Yes; nearly all our

fish are migratory. I hardly know a local fish except the rock fish, :
2697. Which way do they travel ? The whole of the fish that I know, especially of the mullet tribe,

- travel from south to north. T have never found anyone who bas observed a mullet to travel south, We

never hear of fish in the fry state or the mature state going from north to south.

2698. Buat it wonld be possible for them to do so . They might go deep under water. Mullet is a fish
intended by nature not to go away from the shores. Sehnapper go out to sea.

2699. During what months do they generally travel?> The mullet generally commence %o travel during
March and Aprit.  They go right on to the middie of May. When discussing this matter yesterday with
the Commissioners, thg conclusion they eame to was, that after the migrations thore are always a certain
number of fish left which breed and provide a store of migrating fish for nest year. - 2700,
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2700. 1 suppose it i3 generally found by the fishermen that when the fish are travelling that way they
keop filling the various rivers and ports as they po on? No; they are somewhat curious in their babits
in that respect. Sometimes some will go into Port Hacking, for instance ; whilst others will go right past
it. The weather has o greab deal to do with it. In fine weather they often stay outside the Heads on the
rocks for days and days. If it is very rough, especially when the wind is from the south or the west, they
will take it inte their heads to go straight on. Some will go on to Botany, and some will go right past.
They do not always go in and out., Someé go into the ports, some go right on, and some remain.

2701. Have you any knowledge of the natural enemies of the fish? Yes sharks and porpoises are great
enemies of the mullet,

273.‘2-.hAre birds? I do not think so. T never regarded the birds as great enemies, except the cormorants
and shags, ‘

2703. Can you recommend anything for the destruction of those enemies ? I do not think you can do
anything for the destruction of sharks. The offer of head-money for sharks might produce some bene-
ficial results. That was tried in Melbourne for the protection of bathers, and many thousands were killed
in twelve months.

2704. I suppose when fishermen catch them they generally destroy them ? T think so in every case.

2705. Do you think that any improvement could be made in the present system of oyster-leasing? Yes;

T think it would be wise to fake rivers and divide them into sections, and then let them hy public auction.
2706. Would you lease a whole river ? I would not let the whole of a big river to one men, I would
divide a river into two or three, aceording to the number of oyster-beds. The present systom is a bad one.
2707. Do you think it would be any advantage to charge less as rent for the land, and to charge a royally
on the oysters gathered ? I think that Is. per hundred yards is a very small rent, and I think that a very
serious mistake was made in taking off the royalty on oysters.

2708. Oun our home oysters? Yes; I think that if' a duty bad Dbeen placed on fereign oysters it would
have met the case in a better way.

2709. By putting up the oyster leases to auction they would sell aceording to their produetiveness? Yes;
I think it would be much better in every way. It would lead fo oyster culture being carried on in & better
and more sclentific way than at present.

2710. Do you think it would be within the scope of the Fisheries Commission to take means to prevent
the worm disease which affects the oysters P "I think that nature is the only means of curing thatb.
Floods in the rivers are the only means of preventing the disease. It is found that the disease is only
prevalent during droughty seasons. So soon as there iz a succession of flonds the worm disease is never
heard of, and the oysters increase. _

2711. Can you suggest any better method of conveying fish from the steamer to the market? As the
Municipal Couneii has charge of the market it is possible that they might consider it within their functions
to deal with that matter.

2712. Do you not think it would be within the province of the Fisheries Commission fo recommend the
City Council to adoph some means of conveying fish to the market in a more expediticus way? I think
it ought to be done by a memorial from the fisheriren to the Council, because they are the people most
interested,

2713. Do you not think thatit would be better to have the carts which convey the fish from the steamers o
the market under the supervision and control of the Inspector of Nuismnces or some other official
a,pjljointed by the Council? I think that if one man appointed by the Council had fnll charge of it the
fishermen would benefit very largely, I camnot say which is the proper functionary to take charge.
2714, Chatrmar.] You have stated that it is to be regretted that the royalty on oysters is abolished ?
Yes. ‘ : :
2715. You are aware that the Aet was passed in 1887 P I recollect its having been passed.

2716. Was there any request made by the oyster-getters or lessees to have the royalty abolished? 1
believe there was. o

2717. Do you remember my taking any action in the House to obtain the abolition of the royalty ? Ne.
2718. Tt was ot the request of the oyster-getters and the oyster lessees thai that was done. How do you
gubstantiate your statement that it was a pity that the royalty was not left on oysters and a duty imposed

‘on impaorted oysters. Do you look on oysters as a luxury? I do not know whether you would call them

a necessity or a luzury, Personally I do not eare anything for them. :

2719. Do you look at the question from a revenue point of view in the interests of the Commission? I
was not thinking of it in that light, but I thought it a great pity that those oysters should be allowed to
come in from other countries to interfere with our industry, . ’ .

2720. Do you not think that it was an encouragement to the oyster lessees and an incentive to them to
improve the industry to remove this royalty ? I think thab it 1s a reasonable thicg that a duty should be
imposed on oysters.. In every young country people are allowed to gather oysters with the growing of
which they had nothing to do. ~ The Crown is as much entitled to obtain & royalty on the gathering of
oysters as it is to obtain a revenue for a license to eut trees on Crown lands.

2721, Would you apply the same principle to everything coming into the Colony? I am a mild pro-
tectionist, '

2722. 'With reference to spat or brood which people ave allowed fo {ake off Crown lands to lay down on
the oyster-beds, the people are charged so much a bag for this ;—do you not think that that tax on oyster
culture might be abolished? Practically there is nothing much in it, because the income derived is very
trifling. ' : ' :
2723. ng. Stevenson.] Vou told us that on the representation of the Commission a detective was sent to
the market ;—why was he removed ? I cannot tell you. Ithink he succeeded in getting two or three
cases, He may be there still for all I know. : .

2724, You are not aware if there is any police supervision at the market at present? No, I am
not aware,

2725, Who were the persons who were conyicied ! I do not know. I think they were hangers-on aboub
the market. ‘They were not I think people attached to the markeb as employees of the Couneil.
2725%. On ]v:h(l)se recommendation wag Middle Haxbour opened ? I think it was on the recommendation
of Mr., Mulhall.

2726, Was it done on fhe representation of the fishermen ? No, not & single fisherman.. g
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My. 5727, On.what ground did Mr. Mulhall make the suggestion to the Board ? I forget whether the
J. B. Hill Commissioners themselves referred the matter to Mulhall. It was considered that Middle Harbour
. 25m9 had been closed for a sufficient time, and that there was a very large number of fishermen in Port
ek " Jackson, probably far and away more than the water wonld support, and we thought we should increase
the area.
'92728. Did you ever hear that the fishermen ave opposed to Middle Harbour being opened 7 No; b_uf: it is
quite likely that the river men wounld be opposed to its being opened, because they are extremely jealous
of the fishermen at the mouth.
/2729. Do you think that Middle Harbour was opened ab the suggestion of one man? T do not recollect
who ivitiated it or brought about the discussion. I think I had something to do with it myseif. :
2730. Do you ever use a net ?  Not for the last eighteen months or two years. :
2731. Did you ever have a net seized ? - Never, certainly not. _
2782. Did you ever hear of o net being seized which was supposed to be in the possession of Mr. Knox,
and which was sald to belong to you? Never, directly or indirectly. A -
2733, We have heard in evidence of a neb being seized which was said fo belong to one of the 1
Commissioners ? T never heard of it, directly or indirectly. ) L
2784. Was ever an inquiry held by the Commissioners with regard to a net being seized, and are the
papers in the office? T never heard anything of the sort, directly or indirectly. I never heard of a nef
belonging to a Commissioner having been seized. :
2785. You said that some members of the Commission had more praetical knowledge than real fishermen ;—
can you name them? I do not know that I should be called on to name them, but there is one who has
practical and theoretical knowledge in a very high degree. )
2786. I think an answer should be given to the question ? I would prefer not to particularise my fellow-
Commissioners, but T think there are very few men in this country who know so much about fish as Mr.
Otiver does, both theoretically and practieally.
2737. Have you any idea what it costs the Commission to keep up the steam-launch you spoke of 7 1
have always looked on that launch as being useless for the purpose for which it was designed, and 1 think
that she unnecessarily eosts a lot of money. She must be a charge on the Commission ouiside the matter
of repairg, and she has been subjecied to a great deal of repairs through what we think was the bungling
‘of the Public Works Department or the Harbours and Rivers Department. T think the engineer gets
£3 a week. There is only one employed.
2738. My, Thompson.] Was the launch built for the purpose, or was it purchased second-hand ? I believe
she was built for the purpose before I was a member of the Commission, and then she was lengthened.
She ig nothing but a useless incumbrance,
2739, What use is made of the launch? Her chief use during the last year has perhaps been to take Mr,
Mulhall and the other men from plaee to place to see that people were not fishing in closed waters or with
illegal nets, except when she was taken by Mr. Oliver to the Hawkesbury to see if there were any places
there suitable to trout ouf in. . o .
2740. Is the launch fit to go to the Hawkesbury from here ? They chose their own iime and go in
fine weather. - .
2741. To be of real serviee to the Commission ought it not to be possible to go in the launch in safety to all
the rivers? Yes, Mr. Oliver and I have had a good many conversations on the subject, and we have
come to the conclusion that the Commission ought to Lhave ab its disposal a steamer which could be used
by the Government for towing and that kind of thing, and the Comumission would only require it for a
short period o go to the various rivers or to make experiments in trawling. The launch is uselegs even
for the experiment with a small trawl. 8he is only about 6 tons burden, '
2742, Do you think that the fish on the coast, especially schnapper, have diminished during the past fifteen
or twenty years? Yes, yery considerably ; but they have increased unmistakably during the last year or
two. I aftribude that to the closing of the breeding-grounds, Within the last year there have been
more red bream in the harbour than there has been for the last fiffeen years,
2743. Have the harbours and the estuaries been fished so very much more during the last fifteen years
than they wero previously ? Yes, undoubtedly. There must be 100 Italians fishing now, and they are per-
sistently at worl at Woolloomooloo Bay, (farden Island, and Shark Island, and other places.
2744. Do they use nearly all sunken nots ?  Yes. As a rule very small sunken nety with great length of
line and a great purse. .
2745. Do you know whether there are oysters here of different species—one adhering to the rocks, and the
other around the foreshores and depesited in the mouths of the rivers and harbours ¥ - From what Dr,
Cox and Mr, Ramsay, both scientists, say on the subject, I think the oysters are the same, but I am nob
an authority on that subject.
2746, With regard to the old mud.oyster, is not that almost extinet about here? Yes. Itis an oyster
that will not live out of water like the ordinary rock-oyster. “With a view of testing the adaptability of
the streams here to other species, we imported the magnificent Stewart Island oyster, of New Zealand,
and put seme of them out on George’s River and a few at Shoalhaven. :
2747. How long ago was that P About eighteen months ago. Unfortunabtely mosh of them died.
2748, Chairman.] In what part of George’s River were they placed? [ think it was not far from
Tom Ugly’s Point, ' ' -
2749, Have you ever noticed that the water there is contaminated with deleterious matter from the paper-
mills and other places ? Yes. Idonot know whether it would extend so far as we have putin the oysters,
but I have noticed it higher up. o ' : : -
2750. Have you ever taken action against those people ? We submitied the matter to the Crown Solicitor,
but we found that we had no case. : : '
2751. Regulation 88 says: “ Any person who shall discharge any refuse from any saw-mill, paper-mill, gas-
works, or any rubbish or blood or offal, or any filth or other thing deleterious to the growth and develop-
ment of oysters in any tidal waters, or into any watercourse, whether dry or not, leading into the same, or
digcharge such matter elsewherein sugh a manner that it is or is likely to be carried into such tidal waters,
-shall on-convietion-thereof forfeit and pay & penalty of not less than £50" —have you taken ro action
under that? We have taken action to see if we could stop it, but we fonnd that we could not. I think

that we submitted it to the Crown Solicitor. i )
S 2752,
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2752. Do you see any objection to opening the waters of the Parramaita River to the railway bridge b
Ryde? I think it would be a great mistake. I think there is enough water open below thabt. What is
wanted is a good sized breeding ground, and if the water were opemed to the railway bridge it would
require considerable wabching to see that the men did not go on to the Homebush flats. The matter was
fully gone into, and we came to the conelnsion that the vehicular bridge was the best place.

2753, Was the matter brought under your notice by arequest for the opening of more waters? 1 thinlk
g0, but T am not sure. ' :

2754, Do you know the Gascoignes? I have heard of them.

2755. Are you aware that the residents on the niorth and south side of the Parramatta River are unable
to get a supply of fresh fish? T do not; I think they are inthe same condition as people at Randwick,
Redfern, and all those places.

2756. Are you aware that when two or three years ago the Gascoignes and other fishermen wore allowed
to use more water they used to vend the fish they then got to the residents on the north and south sides
of the Parramatta River ? I think they could do so now by coming into the open waters.

2757, They complain of not having sufficient witer? The eause of that is that there are too many people
for the water. In the waters of Port Jackson there are double the number of men that there should be.
2758. Mr. Thompson.] With regard to mullet, when they are fravelling is it not a fact that they are
followed a# rule by schools of sharks and porpoises which cut them up very much? T do not think so.
They are fellowed now and again by sharks, but it is a very rave thing for a fisherman to catch a shark in
& net when hauling mullet. They sre now and again hemmed in on the coast by porpoises and sharks,

- parbieularly by porpoises in fine weather.

2769, Myr. Stephen.] Are the Commissioners entitled to keep nets and to fish withthem? TUndoubtedly
the same ag the rest of the world,

2760. Are there any unlicensed persons holding nets ? Yes, as long as they do not sell the fish. I
think that everyone that uses a net should pay a Heense.

2761. Are the settlers on the Hawkesbury and the Maedonald rivers allowed to catch fish for their own use
with nets without taking ouf a license ?  Yes; while they do not sell the fish aiid do not fish in closed waters.
2762. Would itnot be desirable for them to catch fish for their own unse éven in closed waters? That
would open the doors to evils which you could not put a stop to. , g

2763. Is it not a great hardship to those people to be prevented from getting fresh fish when they
cannot get fresh meat more than once or twice a week ? I think if it were permitted the breeding-grounds
would be interfered with and a large number of the public would be injured.

2764, Might they not be allowed o use nets of a certain size for meshing purposes only, and not for
hauling? It would be equally a mistake.: , ,

2765. Then it is your opinion, and probably the apirion of the Commission, that those people should bie
prohibited from catching dny fish P T cannot speak of the Commission; but I think it would be a mistake
fo allow any persons to fish with nets in closed waters, L

2766, To what do you attribute the plentifulness of the bream ? To the closing of the breeding grounds.
2767, How it do you think Gieorge's River should be clesed ? I think that the present arrangemént is
fair, as it gives a large area. There are, probably, not one-sixth the number fishing in Botany that there
are in Port Jackson, - : o ' '

- 2768. Are you well ac_qlia,inte& with George’s River? No; not more than 5 wmiles beyond Tom Ugly's

Point. T havé never begn vp Salt-pan Creek, or Woniora River. ‘ : .
2769. A#s you awars whether any of the Commissioners have been up there ? Dr. Cox, I think, has baen
right up to Liverpool two or thres times. o : )

2770. Have you any objection to _opéhing( Greorge’s River as far as Salt-pan Creek ? T should like to have
_the; I?&gtieil;f _difdiiésé& thoroughly by the Commissioners, and I should like to have a report from the officer
in theé district.

o5
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2771. If the officer in the distriet gave a favourabls réport would you have no objection to the proposal? -

Such a report would have very great weight.

2772. Chairman,] Does the Commigsion always consuls the local inspectors before it closes any waters ? -
I do not think thérs has ever beeh all oceasion when waters have been closed without a report from the

local inspéctor, bub I would not speak positively.

2778. You would not say that there have not been cases where the inspectors recommended the opening -

of waters, andjwhere the Commiigsioners have refused to recognize their recommendation at all?” T do
not think there is such a cage; there may have been cases where the Commissioners may have gone in
opposition to the indpectors’ reports, but in those cases perhaps the Commissioners may have had greater
knowledge than fhe mspector: ‘ 7 _ .
2774. Mighit it riot bave been done in your absence P It might have been done in my presence, and 1
would nof have khowledge of i, : ' - -

2775. Tt has been stated hiere in evidence that the Commissioners had closed waters without refer'ring to

the inspéctors at dll ; and that in other cases the inspectors, recognizing hardships which exist, have dsked

the Commissioners to relieve the fishermen by opening certain waters, but their -recommendations have -

not been faken notice of ;—will you say that that is not a fact? I will not say that it is not the fact. If
it has been sworn to, no -doubt it is true. ) ' - .

2776, My, Stevenson.] Can you charge your memory with any case where the Commissioners elosed waters
without referring to-the inspectors? 1 canpot. : . oo

2777. Whenever the Commissioners cloge waters do they have a report from the Commissioners ine chaﬁge?j

Yes'; I believe that & tlie dase. ,

2778, Then what they swear is untrne ? No; T say that T helieve that that is the case, bub T do niot say

it is do pogitively, ..

2779, Ohéirian.] Miy niot the report yott refer to come from Mr. Thompson P It may. I’G cortainly -

comes from the Depattinent:

2779%. Mr. Steverison.] In the case of closing waters ag a rule, does the Commissioner always ask for a -
report.from the ingpeclor in charge of the district ¥ . My opinion is that we always ask for report, It is -
just within the bounds of possibilify that Mr. Thompson may have made & special recommendation whers -
he iy very competént fo offer an opinion. He is thoroughly well posted up in many matters connected with -
the rivers; and ks is thoroughly acquainted with them. He has probably a better knowledgoe of thera than -

sorné of the inspectors fhemsalves. 2780,
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2780. Should the inspectors in charge of the districts be consulted with respect to the closing of waters?
Undoubtedly ; but as to always accepting their dietum is another matter, They certainly should be con-
sulted, and a report from them sent in.

2781. It ought to be asked for in every case? Yes.

2782. Chairinan.] Are the fishermen’s licenses generally issued by the Commissioners? 1 think the
practice is this: They pay the money Into the Treasury, they get a receipt, and come on fo our office
where the license Is issued there and then. '

2783. Would it net be much more convenient for the fishermen, and save trouble and expense, if the
local inspector could issue the license® If the Treasury has mo objection, I should say that it would
save & Lot of tzouble. The course followed now is the one laid down by the Treasury, 1 believe.

2784. Mr. Thompson.] With regard to the length of the nets, was that regulation made during your term
of office? No; years before. -
2785. Can you see what object is served by diminishing the length of the mnet, or what harm eould be
done to the fish or the public if any length of nes were allowed ? ~ For the reasons I have stated I think
that in such places as Lake Maequarie there would be no harm in allowing an extra 50 fathoms. .
2786. Putting Lake Macquarie aside and tsking such a place as Port Jackson, what harm would be done
by using a net say a milelong # I do not see that there would be any prester harm in having one net
800 fathoms leng than in having two nets 150 fathoms leng each.

‘ TUESDAY, 80 JULT, 1889.
Present:—

Mz. HOWE, ; Mz FRANK FARNELL,
Mz. STEVENSON.

FRANK FARNELL, Esq., 1¥ T8 CHAIR.
Mr. James J, Macfadyen called in, sworn, and examined :—

2787. Chairman.] What position do you hold? Commission agent.

2788. Are you Mayor of Botany? Yes. :

2789. Are you president of the Fishermen's Association of New South Wales? Yes.

2790, Where does this Association hold its meetings# At the Protestant Hall, Sydney.

2791. Are all the fishing-grounds represented in the Association? Yes.

2792. How long has it been In existence? About two years. : ' :
2793. 'What is the reason for the eatablishment of this Association? On account of the men finding a
difficulty in making their grievances felt. Many of them expressed an opinion to me that fhey were
afraid to make their grievances known on account of being spotted as individuals. The origin of the
Aggociation was s deputation of Botany fishermen who waited upon myself, and asked me if T would

‘help them in“forming such an Association; they knew that I had taken considerable interestin the

business. B

2794. Is there a considerable number of fishermen in the locality of Botany? Yes.

2795, Has fvour Asrsociation ever appointed a depuiation to waib on the Colonial Secretary, or other
members of the Government, in reference to to their grievances? Yes, on one occasion we waited upon

Sir Henry Parkes, and he told us it would be better for us to reduce onr grievances to writing, and he -

would then attend to them. I hand into the Committee a printed copy of the document which we drew
up, stating those grievanees, and which was presented to Sir Henry Parkes. [dppendiz 11.]

2796, Ias any good resulted from your submitting your statement in writing to the Grovernment ? None
whatever, unless we can say that we may have helped forward the appointment of the present
Cominittee. Co
2797. As President of the Fishermen’s Association, will you be conveying to this Committee pretty well the
alterations which the fishermen desite to have made in the Fisheries Act in order to protect themselves,
and gt the same time fo protect the public? Yes; I may say that the papér of grievances which I have
handed in was very seriously considered by the fishermen, including representatives from all the different
parts of the Colony. Before the msiter was entéred into at all, the fishermen were instructed that
nothing was to be put down in the document except what could be sustained, and it was only after about
two months consideration that the matter was completed, The last expression of opinion which I had
from the fishermen in the Asgsociation, wag that that paper of grievances still remained their grievances,
and that although there might he some small additisns which they might desire to make because they paid
that at that time they were almost afraid to give vent to everything they desired, yet they would be

. satisfied if they got all the grievances remedied that were mentioned in that paper.

2798, Where do the complaints come from principaily? They come from fishermen in all localities.
2799, Ta not your membership confined pretty well to people in and around Sydney, Port Hacking, and
the Hawkesbury? "We have endeavoured to establish branches in different places, but the prineipal
hindrance to that has been the eold way in which the late Commission have received the Association.
2800. When you say the late Commission I suppose you mean the preseng Commission? Yes; I refer
more particularly to the late interview we had with them, »

2801. Have you ever made any recommendations on behalf of the fishermen fo the Fisheries Commission
in order to remedy alleged defects ? Perhaps the best way to answer that will be fo say that having
waited on Sir Henry Parkes with the document he desited us to draw up, he told us that he had placed
the matter in the hands of the Fisheries (ommission, and that the best thing for us fo do would be to
have an interview with the Comnilssioners to see If we could come to an amicable arrangement. That
was o considerable time after the paper had been left with Sir Henry Parkes, and after we had sent two
letters, asking what had: become of the doenment. "We then waited on the Fisheries Commission, Sir
Henry- Parkes having arranged with them for a certain day and hour. The Commissioners received us
very courtecusly, T handed in a copy of the paper I have just given the Committee, and said that Siv
Henry Parkes told us that he had laid the matter before the Commissioners, and that we had come to

" them for & reply. ~ Sir Henry Parkes repudiated having any power in the matter, and said that the Com.

missioners had the power to deal with it. 'We were met at once with the reply from the Commissip_lillgr_s
- - -~ that -
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that they lmew nothing at all about it ; that they had never received such a communication ; and therefore
they were not in a position to reply to it. On hehalf of the association 1 immediately accepted that reply
as 1 could not expect a reply to such an important document at & moment’s notice, they (the Commissioners)
nob having yeb seen i, Some conversation took place, and the Commissieners endeavoured fo impress upon
ug that it was their anzious desire to help the fishermen, but I may say that the members of the deputation
felt that there were more words than good deeds in the matter.

2802. What is the nature of the business transacted at your meetings? Very much the same as at all
other society meetings.. When we read the eorrespondence there is generally something in the nature of
2 grievance or complaint or some matter fo be considered by the whole assoeiation. '

2802%. How many members are there in the assoclation? Abdut 250 or 800.

2803. What iz the nature of the more serious complaints which the fishermen have made against the
Figheries Commisgion, or the provisions of the Act? That too much water has been elosed,and that water
has been closed unnecessarily where it was detrimental to the interests of the fishermen, and not helpful
to the preservation of the fish. '

2804. Do they ever make any complaint about the mesh of their nets ? There has been a good deal of
talk about the different meshes, buf that has not been so fully bronght out as the want of waters and the
shortness of the nets, Then there are the unfortunate circumstances attending the distribution of fish
after they leave the fishermen, and the litéle consideration that the fishermen think that the Commission,
which ought to help them as a body, has given them.

2805. Do you know the fish-markets at Woolloomooloo?  Yes.

2806. Have you ever seen them selling fish there in the morning 7 Frequently. :
2807. Do you think the arrangements are adequate for the eonvenience and protection of the fishermen ?
I have always held an opinion opposed to that. ,

2808. It has been stated here that the fish when sent from the fishermen to the markets are liable to be
pitfered i—have you ever heard of any case of that kind ? Very frequently.

2809. It has also been stated that the fish are thrown on to the floor of the market where they are liable
to be spat upon and walked upon owing to the bad arrangements made for the distribution of the fish P
Yes; the'ﬂsﬁ are lying on the floor, and people walk on the same place. I believe the argument used by
those who consider that that method is the best, is that they can sell a very large quantity of fish ina short
time, and that it is an improvement on any method at present in vogue in any other part of the world. ‘T
am not of that opinion. . . ' ‘ C
2810. 'While protecting the interests of the fishermen by hiving an expeditious sale, doyou not think it is
necessary to also protect the interests of the public, so that they may getfish in a fresh and uninjured
condition? Yes; I have interested myself in this guestion for a great many years, because I have been
most intimately connected with it from my early youth. :
2811. What is your opinion as to the establishment of another fish dep6t, say at Darling Harbour or
somewhere where there are railway facilities? ' I have agitated that question for a considerable time, and
if I had had opportunities I certainly would have tried to form a company. I had a portion of Hudson's
works under offer to me for a certain time with that object, but as it required a great deal of time and
more capital than 1 had at my disposal I had Lo 1ot the matter drop for a time at any rate.

2812, Do you think it would meet with the approval of the fishermen if they had a practical man, one of
their own number, appointed as a member of the Fisheries Commission? I am quife certain, from my
knowledge and conversation with fishermen, that it is their earnest desire to have one or more practical
men as their representatives on the Commission, should it exist as at present.
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2813. Are you aware if, at any time when portions of a river have been closed, the inspectors have upon k

every occagion been asked to report as to the necessity or otherwise for closing those waters? - No,
I know mnothing about what instructions they may have received, but I certainly have heard that the
Commissioners have acted in these matters entively on their own understanding without any practical
Iknowledge that they might have been able to get. ‘ ‘

2814. As President of the Association have you had the means of knowing what particular waters the
fishermen would like to have openied which are ab present closed ; for instance, do you think that Port
Hacking should be opened to some extent? Yes. I donot know that locelity, but fishermen who are

conversant with it have told me that they helieve it was an eniire mistake to clote Port Hacking ; that-it -

was 1ot done in the interests of the public nor of the fishermen, but in the interests of a eompany who
had land in that district. They have always held that the creeks and fributaries running info that harbour
were altogether sufficient for any breeding purposes, and that Port Hacking itself is not a breeding place,
inasmuch as they are prepared to prove that the fish come in at one side and go out at the other. They
named two points, I think the Limekilns and the Spit, up to which they ﬂ%ink the “waters might be
opened for net-fishing, . _ _ .

2815.- Do you know anything about the closing of George's River? The fishermen desire to bhave the

river opened up as far as Salt-pan Creek. They maintain that theve is no breeding carried on below that, -
and that in any wabers below that, even if they are Dreeding places, the fishermen could not doany -

damage on account of the nature of the bottom and the depth of the water.

2816. In connection with the closed waters in Hawkesbury River, have the fishermen there. made a,njr E

complaints about the opened waters being insufficient? Yes, very considerable complaints have been
made, not enly with regard to the closed waters, but also with regard to the very great delay and
aunoyance csused to the fishermen with regard to piles and other things lefé there by the contractors for

the Hawkesbury Bridge. I myself called upon the contraciors, who said that the Commissioners had seen -

them on the matter, and they promised me that all the piles should be withdrawn, but I believe that -they
have only been cutb off at the top and that they are still there. :

2817. Has oyster culture come under your consideration as an association? Not much. We have
received several inquiries lately notifying that if we made proper arrangements the oyster-men throughout
the Colony would e desirous of identifying themselves with us so as o strengthen the association. -

2818. Have the fishermen complained at any time of the arrangements made to obtain their licenges?-

Yes. They agree that 10s. is sufficient for a boat license, and that a less sum’ than 103, is sufficient for a

fisherman’s license, and that they should be able to get a license without being put to the serious -
inconvenience of leaving their work and proceeding to the Fisheries Commissioners’ office to sign their-

names.
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2819. Would it relieve them to a very great extent if the local inspectors were empowered to issue
licenses in each tocality ? Yes, When a proclamation was read in the fish-markets one morning: from
the Commissioners, stating that none of the fish agents would in future be allowed to secure licenses for
fishermen who might be clients of theirs, I poiuted out to the sub-inspector who read the proclamation
that it would be a very hard thing to oblige a fisherman to come (say) from Cape Hawke to Sydney to get
his license. I think the proclamation was somewhat in error in that respect, because they told us after-
wards that we were in error in supposing that it had such a meaning ; that it was only intended that the

nearest police magistrate or clerk of petty sessions should issue licenses to the fishermen, and I believe:

that s the case now. With regard to another site for the market, I have always looked apon the Redfern
site as the very best site that could be procured, becausc every day the railway traffic is increaging, and
the steam-boat traffic decreasing. TFish should be bandled as little as possible. At present fish from Port;
Stephens are put into a little steamer, from which they arve transshipped to the steamer at Neweastle,
thence they are taken to Sydney, and from the place where they are stowed near the paddle-boxes, when

the steamer arrives in Sydney, the baskets are swept down a plank which is almost at right angles to the.
quay, 8o that the fish come down with great violence. Sometimes the fish-baskets are broken open, und.:
in any case the fish ave considerably damaged. Then they have to be handled again by being lacef in carts.
which fake them to the market, where they are deposited on. the floor in the way I have already mentioned. .

There would be a great improvement if there was a market at Hudson Bros. place where there is 2 siding
already in exigtence. All the bandling which takes place at present between Newcastle and Sydney would.

then be saved, and the cogt of cartage from Darling Harbour to Woolloomooloo market would be maved.
I believe it would alse do away fo a considerable extent with piifering. With regard to the railway, it Is-
a very common. thing in the old conntry to use wire to cloge the lid of the box or basket, and to put on the
wire a lead fag pressed with pliers, with an impression on it. That makes a seal which, if broken, couldl

be detected.

2820. Something of the same nature is done in trucking cattle? Yes. The railway company weighs all -
goods which pass over the line, and the same thing could be done with baskets of fish which are sent by

rail, so that any pilfering which might take place on the railway could be detected.

2821. Mr. Howe.] According to your experience of the working. of the Fisheries Act has it had s bene-
ficial effect ? My experience of the Act as far as I have seen it is that it has been an association got up
Yor the purpose of watching and hunting the fishermen, and in no way trying to help them.

282%. Do you think that the Act would be better administered by a Government department than by the 7.
Commission ? I think so ; but if proper representation were allowed on the Commission I do not know

that I would be in favour of its being managed by a Ministerial department. I mean a practical repro.
sentation of the fishermen,

2823. Have youin your eapacity as president ever heard that the Commissioners disseminated any knowledge

of & practical character among fishermen to improve the industry ? None whatever. I may say that
in the communication that I have just handed in to the committee, which the Fisheries Commission had

under their notice for some time afterwards, and ultimately gave us a reply, L think a year after we had -

sent it to Sir Henry Parkes we mentioned something about persoms digging holes and spoiling the
fishing hauls at George’s River, That is a maiter in which the Act empowers them to take action, but
hitherto we-have never heard that they have done anything to relieve the fishermen even in that small
maiter. . ‘

2824, Do the fishermen eomplain of not reeeiving notices of proclamations closing waters so that they
might lodge a caveat or objection? Yes, they make serious ecompluints on that score. "When we waited
upon the Commissioners they promised that they would close no waters without giving us I think a month’s
notice. However, when we shortly afterwards informed them that that was our understanding of their
reply they said they did not mean anything of the kind ; that they could not have eaid that, because they
had to do everything by notice in the Gazette, and that we could receive the Gaweite the same as any
other person. '

2825, Is it a fact that the fishermen earn large sums of money and that they could earn considerably more
if they liked to work harder? €ertainly not, as I shall show from the following particulars which I have
obtained :—Knowing that I would have to give evidence here, I added up the earnings of two or three

different fishermen, and the wages earned. by two British fishermen working here are.as follows :—Twao -

wen earned £78 14s. 8d. in 85 weeks, or at the rate of £1 2s. 64. per week each. I have also the
wages earned in Sydney. harbeur by three Ifalians and part of the time four Italians., It amounts to
£111 17s, for 27 weeks, or.at the rate of -about £1 7s. 6d. per week. 1 have here the wages of two
Botany men and a lad, and they earned £80 11s. for eight weeks, which was at the rate of something like
20s. for the lad and £1 7s. 2d. for each man per week. The wages earned by the captain of a boat at
Botany for 85 weeks, employing sometimes two and sometimes four and five men, amounted on an
average o £7 3s. per week amongst them. I would like to point out that those figures do not show the
earnings in any case. The actual earnings being Jower on acecount of ome share having to go to replace
and repair boats, nets, and gear. I have taken out these figures because I have heard that cerfain people
say that fishermen earn big money. The figures may not be éorrect to a penny or two, but they are
correct enough for all practical purposes. -

2826. Have those figures been selected promigcuously? Yes. : ]

2827, What are the chief grounds of complaint by the fishermen against the Italians? As far as Lknow
the complaints are not against the men, hut against the system they usein working, They use certain nets

that sink in the water and trawl along the ground; the British and Colonial fishermen maintain that the -

feed which is upon the ground, and any spawn that may be there, are destroyed by those fishermen
continnally pulling their nets in this manner.

2828. Do you think that the closing of the rivers has preserved the fish? I do nob know that ¥ am a
good. authority on snch matters; but from what I do know I shenld say that it has not preserved the fish.
For instance, Port Hacking, which has been closed for a long time, contains less fish, according to the
fishermen, since it has been closed, than were to be found there before.

2829, Is it a fact that the fishermen are compelled to return to the water edible fish, which are above the
legal weight, if they catch them in 5 gar-fish net ¥ . T have heard complaints that if an inspector finds that

a man with a gar-fish net has other fish in his boat hesides gar-fish, the inspector will seize those fish, no

matter what size they may be.
2830.
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: 2830. What is your opinion with regard to the fish-market at Woolloomooloo ? I am not only personally

f opposed to the present system, because I believe it iz not the best, but I alse object very strongly to the A

system of administering the affairs of the market. T maintain that, as a matter of principle, this business .= “ug,.

ought te be in private hands, rather than in the hands of a City Corporation. I think no officer of the T

Corporation should have the administration of the affaivs of the market. I know, from my own

experionce, that it hinders anyone from using the enterprise which might be used in improving the

distribution of the fish. There is not one-fifth of the fish consumed in New South Wales that ought to

ba consumed according to the population.

2881. Under. the present system at the market do the flshermen get their value for their fish? Under

cxisting circumstances I think they get a fair value, but I think the value is curtailed and crippled very

mneh by the existing system. .

2832. When the fish arrive late by train or steamer, what is done with them? If they arrive too late for

the sale on the day of arrival, the fish have either to be sold at any price that people choose to give, or

they must be put mto the cooling-chamber to be kept until another market day. Certain fishermen, with

il whom I am connected, have given instructions that none of their fish shall at any time he put into the

toc-house, as they considor 1t is of no mse, seeing that they have put fish in there on one day and it

has been taken out on the next day unfit for food.

2833, Do you think that if a space were raised above the Hoor, and railed off, and the fish were put

out n lots there, that it would be an improvement? Yes; I have always thought that that womld

T be o Detter system. I am not prepared to may that that is the best system, because I think the fish are

s0ld in the market here too much in a retail way. T have suggesied that fish should be sold in larger

quantities. )

2884, If stalls were erected and rented by fisherman, or by agents, in the same way as market gardeners

do in the Belmore markets, would that be an improvement? The situation, to my mind, would make a

very great difference. I think the proposed arrangsment would be a total failure at” Woolleomooloo,

whilst in a centre of population it would be a great benefit, "Where the market is at present, you must

: sell the fish in a certain time. For instance, last Good Friday, after the sale was over, there were tons of

8 figh left in the market unsold, and by that time it was too late to distribute the fish anywhere else. It

then struck me that agreat quantity of that fish might have been distributed in the interior of the colony

it it.had been sent away by rail on the Thursday evening, -

2835, From your experience as a commission dgent do you know whether much fishlis sent away for

cousumption in the country distriete ? There is comparatively little fish sent awdy in that manner.

There is no proper system. ‘

2886. Do you think that method of disposing of the fish might be greatly encouraged ? I have no doubt

that a market could be created in almost all the prineipal towns in the interior, '

2837. Mr. Stevenson.] Do you still represent the Fishermen's Association ?  Yes; 1 am still the president

of the association. )

2838, Have you had any personal experience in fishing ?  Yes, at home. ) .

2839. You have siated that the fishermen were afraid of maling known their grievances. 'What do you -

mean by that? They were afraid, as individuals, to make known their grievances for fear that thosein .

power and authority over them might make them suffer.

2840, Since your interview with the Fisheries Commission have you received any communication or teply

: a8 tothe fishermen's grievances ? We received & reply, but it was almest a formal one, intimating that

: they had received our communication, but saying that nothing conld be done in the matter.

i 2841, On receipt of that reply did the association take any further action? I beliéve that, #s an
association, we communicated with the Secretary to the Commission, informing him that the reply was
uneatisfactery. I myself waited upon him, and old kim that the reply was altogether unsatisfacory.
2842. Did you receive any further communication ¥ INo. | o
2843, Did the fishermen get no redress whatever? No; there was only one mitter referred to in the
letter, and that was with regard to the length of the nets. They said they had no objection to aliowing
an extralength of 25 fathoms in such places as the lakes, :

2844. If a suitable site could be found at the head of Darling harbour, which could hé reached both by
traing and steamers, would not that be a more desirable place for another fish-market than the place you
heve mentioned ? There is one reason which influenced me in suggesting a site at Redfern. If you look
at the map and take a compass-you will find that that is almost the centre for all the suburbs.

2845, Would not that equally apply to Darling harbour, if the fish was dispatched by train? I was
referring to the people who would go to the market to take away the fish, _ ' .
2846. Do you still think that Redfern would be better than Darling harbour? Veg; but I think Darling
harbour would be altogether preferable to what we have now. - L
2847. Whers did you obtain the information as to the earnings of fishermen? Trom my own books; I
eannob give names, ,
2848. Mr. Howe.] A question was asked in the House the other evening by Mr. Lyns, with reference.to
herrings appearing on our coast for two months in every year. Have you ever heard anything about that

* from fishermen ?  Yes; I have hedrd fishermen say that there are herrings on the const ab certain times
and in large shoals. Ultimately I saw some of the herrings, and took them heme to try them, bub I was

U very much disappointed with them, They are not like the home herring, and T am almost sure they would

§ not cure like the home herring. They are amaller. o

2849. Chairman.] s there anything else which you wish to state? No; except that the association that

T have the honour to represent has been formed with the sole view of endeavouring to get some pressure
: brought to bear upon anyone in authority to frame laws such as the fishermen think they should do. I

o believe that the fishermen are inclined to be entirely fair in this matler and want nothing but what would

o be Tair to the public as well as themselves. It is felt by all the members that the Fisheries Commission

! . have in no way endéavoured to obtain knowledge as to the fishing industry in other parts of the world so

3 as to instruct the fishermen here. Although the fishermen here have to contribute to a largeé and expensive

department they have received nothing from that department but have only been harassed in their

labours. Thiere are several matters in the present Fisheries Act that want attending to. For instance, a

police constable or any officer is af liberty to go into any person’s domicile or shed at any time and search

the premises. o
2850.
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Mr, J, 3. 2850. M. Stevenson.] What for? For nets or anything he chooses. T have heard fisherién complain
Macfadyen: that an officer has actually been in their wives’ bedroom searching for nets whilst they were in bed. In
=== the paper of grievances it will be found that the fishermen regard it as very unjust that they should lose

30 July, 1859, {}e tools of their trade if they happen to break the laws. That is not done tn any other business and they
: believe they should not be injared in that way move than any other people. They complain that until this
f association was formed the Commissioners aetually sold the nets wEich they seized, snd which were
iltegal, in tho same state, or nearly the same state, s they weve seized, to anyone who would buy them. I
g believe it wasonly after the paper which I handed in was put forth that the Commissioners commenced
i to sell on & restrictive principle, stating that the nets when sold were only to be used for certain purposes.
3 2851. Do you think that frawling could be instituted here ? I have spoken to a considerable number of
i fishermen on that subject, because I hold a very strong opinion that trawling could be and eught to be
institubed here, and that if the eoast were properly surveyed we would find many fishing-banlks on the
il coast that might be vtilized by fishermen. Until & survey is made it would not be safe for the fishermen
it to attempt anything of the sort, especially for the fishermen on this coast, because, whatever they may
di have been in the past, they are now certainly 2 poor class of men, as far as money is concerned,

i 2852. If we gave a bonus for the encouragement of the fishing industry do you think that would he an
incentive to fishermen, and that it would bring ouf new fishermen here? I cerfainly think so, and I
think the request we made as an association te Sir Henry Parkes, and, through him, to the Fisheries
Commissioners, was a very fair one, and that it would help the industry. That was that any information
which could be distributed among the fishermen o raise them in their profession should be given to the il -
agsociation, so that it might be distributed among the fishermen. TFor instance, informatien might be
obtained as to the latest appliances used all over the world, T do 1ot think that would have caused much
i expense, and it wonld raise the tone of the fishing mdustry all over the colony.

Al 2853. Have you received no information from the Government or the Commission to enable you to carry _
out your chjeets in disseminating information? No. When we made application to the Commissioners, 5
they said they would grant us any books that they might have in their possession. In fact Sir Henry :
Parkes promised that, and he sent some books; but we require more than that. We would require to

have maps and such things, so that the fishermen might know where the closed waters were. At present
they haye to go by some placard which may be posted up in the bush 200 yards away when they want to :
kiiow where the waters are closed or open.  Another very serious matter the fishermen talk about, is that
as they have to pay for a license they ought to be protected in bringing their fish to market for sale, as it
is their means of living ; but they say that private persons go fishing for pleasure and cafch a great many
fish, schnapper particularty, and those fish are resold to the detriment of the ordinary. market for fish.
The Act of course says that no person shall be allowed to sell fish unless he is & licensed fisherman, but
the fishermen say that those private persons do not sell the fish, but they give them away and receive
payment afterwards. : ‘

William Neal called in, sworn, and examined :—

Mr. W. Neal. 2864. Chairman.] What are you? A fisherman,
e, 2855. Where are you located ?  Balmain, or rather Iron Cove, one of the tributaries of the Parramatta.
80 July, 1889, 2856, Is that opened ? No ; it is elosed. )

2857. From what point? From the Tron Cove hridge upwards. ,
2858, What waters have you open to you to fish in? From the Iron Cove bridge downwards to the
heads, from the Parramatta bridge at Gadegvilte downwards, and from the telegraph wire at Onyon’s
Point in Lane Cove downwards. Al those places abeve have been closed for someigning like five years ;
that is from the time that the present Fisheries Act has been in force. .
2859. Not closed for five years by one proclamation, but from time to time? Yes; six months at a time,
for the first three or four years, and then it was closed for two vears, and then there was an extended
proclamation for twelve months, that iz the present iwelve months, which will expire about the 9th of
next November. ) ,
2860. So that when you originally settled on the Parramatia River to carry out your calling as a fisher--
man you did not mind so much the rivers belng closed for six mouths if the Commissioners carried out
what was suppozed to be the intention of the law, and opened the river after the six months had expired ?

- Yes; we did not mind that s much. On one occasion, when I was on a.deputation to the Fisheries
Commission, that was what we asked for, but they seemed to think that those fisheries were exhausted, and
that it would be better fo close them for two years, not knowing at the same time whether they were
really exhansted or nof, It is all very well for those gentlemen to say that a fishery is exhansted, but-
they do not actually know whether that is the case or not, because they do mot go at the right time to
know whether or not theré are any fish there.. Ibelieve thut the greatest trouble we have o contend with
iz the nef at present in use amongst the Ifalians. It is a 15-fathom net, which iz legal for prawns, but
they work it at all times, both day and night. They work the channel of the river both night and day, and
they destroy the bestspecies of fish, namely, bream, black bream, red bream, sand-whiting, trumpeter, whiting,
and flathead. They also kill flounder and sole, bnt they were never very pléntiful here as far as my
experience goes, and I have been fishing here for twenty-five years. 1f the Ifalians are to continue:
dredping with prawn-nets in this manner, I do nob know where the fish are to come from in foture. I
consider that those nets should be abolished altogether. The only sort of sunken net used amongst the
old fishermeén bielonging to the place was the regular seine net, If they knew any place where they could get-
a freight of whiting, bream, or ground fish they would fake a foew corks off thenet and sink it. Tam sure
that all our best fishermen are in favour of doing away with prawn nets altogether. There are a great
many of the grounds closed which the Commissioners consider are very important breeding-grounds, but in
my opinion there are more important breeding.grounds - outside the places which are closed.. -Then the.
feeding-grounds are being destroyed, and they are of just as much importance as the breeding-grounds.
In the shallow part of the river where there iz much steamer traffic, fish cannot be expected {o be as
numerous as they were. I think that the only fish that actually do spawn and live in the river, nnless
driven out by floods, are the river garfish and the sand-mullet. . '
2861. Have you very many good hauling-grounds in the open waters? No; veryfew. They have been
mostly taken up in the last four or five years by reclamations, sea-walls, moorings, cld hulks, and other
ohstacles. The ltalians are not particular where they haul. They will shoot their nets amongst ships.
and steamers, a3 the nets only come about 2 feet above the ground. The net is only really a dredge, and
brings in everything before it. 2862.




1]
4+ o

&

4

L2
¥ bl
[

N

OX THE WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT.

2862. With regard to the waters of the Parramatts River, do yon notthink that the open waters might be
extended as far as the railway bridge at Ryde? Yes; I think that might be done without any detriment
to the breeding-grounds and without decreasing the supply. The waters might also be opened above the
Tane Cove Bridge., ‘

2863. Would you close the river above Lane Cove Bridge? Yes, I would close it during the winber
months and open it in summer. There is very little work fo be done above the Lane Cove Bridge.
Fully three parts of the Tane Cove River consists of natural reservations which are unworkable with any
class of met owing to sunken rocks, snags, and the tido. '

2864, Can you see any great object to be achieved by closing the Tron Cove Bay? Nos; I do not see thab
there is any great object whatever to be gained. It might have been a very good place at one time, bub
not new, becausethere is too much stenm-boat traflic and too much sewerage. There is a deposit of black
mud which covers all the formor feeding-grounds and the fish do not inhabit those waters in such great
abundance as they nsed to. The only fish that comes in in the winter time is the mullet, The hard-guf
mullet is migratory and come and go in their seasons. We have been told by our inspectors thét when
the mullet are all schooled in the river they ave there for spawning purposes, but I am of opinion that
not one of those fish spawn in the river. They stay in the river until they are full roed and then they go
down below. I am of opinion that they all spawn along the deep water shores, the kelpy shores or that
they spawn as they go.

2865, Do you say that you have been thirty-five years engaged at this industry 7 Yes,

2866. Have you any resson to complain of the provisions of the Fisheries Act? Yes; ome particular
reason is that if we buy a bit of net of the size mentioned in the Act or if we get it one-eighth of an'ineh
above that size by the time it is tanned twice it is under the prescribed legal size. I have now on hand
several pieces of good sound net which have not been nsed for six years for that very reason. If is too
small and is liableto be seized at any time if used.

2867. Have you ever had a net seized? No; once in Mr. Quinan’s time a garfish-net was taken off a
pole where it was hanging up to dey.  He took it off and put it in his boat and went on his way down to
Sydney. It would appear that the inspectors were talking over the matier in the boat, at any rate they
brought back the net and hung it up again. I wasnot there at the time, but some persons living in the
neighbourhocd told me sbout it. I then went over fo the Fisheries Commissioners’ Office to know the
reason why the net was illegal. The inspector told me it was illegal as to the size, mesh, and construction.
1 took that for granted and eut up the net and never used it any more. In fact, all our nets frem the
garfish nets upwards, are liable to seizure after being tanned twice. '
2868. Would 1t not be better to have a provision in the Act whereby people could he punished very
severely if they brought undersized fish to market, or fish below the legal weight, rather than be so parti-
cular as to the mesh of the net ? Yes; that would be 2 most important improvement. The Fisheries
Act could then be worked with less men than at present, so many inspectors would not be required, and
if a man brought undersized fish to market he should be punished.

2869, Do you take the fish you catch to market in your own boat? Yes; sometitmes I bring them down
in my boat, or in a cart by way of Pyrmont. )

2870, Then you never trust any agents in Sydney to bring your fish to market ? No; I have always
brought them to market myself, or sent my sons with them. : ’
2871. Then you have no reason to complain personally of your fish being pilfered ? No.

2872. It would be impracticable, I suppose, for the fishermen at the Hawkesbury and Port Stephens to
do asyon do? Yes; they have to trust to agents. '
2873. Have you ever heard complaints made by the fishermen living at a distance as to their having been
robbed of fish ? Yes; I have heard several complaints of baskefs coming to the market half empty. I
believe the principal part of that happens on board the steamboats. - _ E
2874. Have you never heard of the fish being pilfered between the steamers and the market, and even at
the market? I have heard of it, but T have never seen it domne. '

2875. Have you a good knowledge of the fish-market in Woolloomooloo? Yes; I have been attending
there pretty regularly for the last sixteen years. .
2876. Do you think that the market is in & convenient position? No ; T think the market is not central,

nor is it adapted for the purpose at all. I would say that some place nearer the railway station, or at the-
head of Darling Harbour, would be more eentral. In a few years the great bulk of the fish will come by

rail, and the less handling they have the better.
2877. Have the sales been satisfactorily conducted at the market? WNo; I think Mr. Seymonr, in selling
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the fish, does not treat the fishermen as he ought to. Often fish are sold there which are not fit for food ;.

at other times he will condemn fish that are even better than those he sold the day before, T think there
is too much of the Corporation business about the market. I think that if the Government built a

market, and the agents had more control over the fish, it would be better. A great quantity of fish comes

might be made through the agenis by which a great quantity ¢f fish might be sent awsy imte the
country over night, and it wonld then be disposed of advantageously for the agents and the catchers.

- 2878.. Mr. Howe.] You mean that the fish would be sold in the country ? Yes, for a great many years

I did not bring any fish to the market, I could always dispose of it about Ashfield, Petersham, and  other

_in in the evening, and they remain in the baskets nuntil the following morning. I think arrangements.

suburban towns at very good prices so that I could get fair wages. Sinee the present Fisheries Act has.
been in force I have not been able to do that, because I could not get enough fish. I have had to resort

to prawning, and 1 have sometimes had to work at other things; in fact anything I could get.

2879. Chairman.] Whereas if you had more water at your disposal you could go on supplying those

people with fresh fish as you used to do? -Yes.

2880. And those people that you used fo supply previously now have fo do without fresh fish? Yes;

they have either to buy market fish or to do withoutit. If you take iced fish to them as the majority of

the fish is they will tell you they do not want it as it is no good, The Gascoignes and other people up

there know what fresh fish is.
2881, Do you know the Gascoignes? Yes.
2882. Have they ab uny time complained of having insufficient water ¥ Yes; the Gascoignes have been on

several deputations with myself and others, The Commissioners told ts on several occasions that they

could do nothing in the matter. That if we required any alterition we would have to apply fe our
different Membets of Parliameént to get it made. - They told us moreover that if they had their way they
would shut up the whole place altogether. 2883,
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Mr, W, Neal. 2888, My, Stevenson.] What did they mean by telling you to apply to Members of Parliament? They

3

0

A== t0]d us they could do nothing with our grievances and that we would have to state our grigvances fo the

’T‘fiy! 1889. Members for the different districts, and see if anything could be dene in that way. The fishermen arc

rather bad hands to go about any business of that kind. - ] . i

2884. Chasriman.) So I suppose the appointment of this Committec would give satisfaction to the whole of
the fishermen ? Yes. There is another thing I would like to mention, that is the desirableness of elosing
‘the mouth of the harbour for a mile in and a mile out. Schools of fish eome in from the sea and there
are always three or four Doats with nets at Camp Cove Beach, just inside the reef.  As soon as the school
of fish show round the reef there is o met shot in front of them and there are perhaps a few boat
loads faken.

2885. Mr. Stevenson.] Whom by ? ~ By the fisherman living at the mouth of the harbour. Therest of the
school take fright and they go awny to sea again, and perhaps they never come back. I those fish had
been atlowed to come inside they might have settled there for a few days or a few weeks, and have drawn
off a few at » time into the channels of the various inlets. Then the hard-gut mullet commonly known as
the sea-mullet stop in the river all the summer. But they all leave the rivers and go down below if a gale
of wind comes on about March or April, from the sonthward or south-west. They are all fully-roed
or in full bloom, as the fishermen say, and they are caught in such guantities that they become a drug in
the marlket, whereas, if they were allowed to be caught in the rivers in the autumn months, the eatcher
would be well repaid. They would eateh a few baskets at a time and the pubhe Wpuld have fresh fish. .
2886, Mp, Howe.] Is there much of the Parramatta River unworkable owing to tides, snags, and rocks
Yes, fully one-third is unworkable. . N .

2887. Do you know whether it is true that edible fish above the legal weight, if caught in a garfish-net,
bave to be put back in the water? I have heard it stated, but it has never been done to me. I heard =
man named Pat. Sheedy say that he was hauling on Hunter's beach one day in Mr, Quinan’s fime for sca
garfish, and he canght some bream and whiting, and other edible fish,and hehad to throw them overboard
in the presence of Mr, Quinan, who said that he could take garfish only in a garfish-net. ) i
2888, 1 suppose that fishermen, for the protection of their own interests, would putback undersized fish ?
Yes. I do not believe that any fisherman here would destroy edible fish which are under the legal size.
They may kill 4 lot of little ha¥dy-heads which are no good, and because some people who know nothing
about 1t see these fish killed they make a great noise about the destruction of smaﬂ‘hsh. -

2889. What is the season for catching garfish £ 1 should say that the season for river garfish is from the
1st March nuntil the latter end of August. . .

2890.. When does the spawning season commence ? Befween the beginning of September and the latter
ond of November, or the beginning of December, That is when I find them full-roed. They do not all
gpawn at one time; there may be a month or two months’ difference in spawning. Sand whiting and
trampeter whiting spawn from March until July.

2891. Do you think that the legal weight of sea garfish, and river garfish and mullet should be reducled ?
1 think the weight of garfish should be reduced. ~ One oz. is a very good size for a river garfish, and 1% oz.
for gea garfish. Nob one-third of what has heen sold during the last two years would go beyond the
weights I have mentioned. .

5892 As a fisherman, do you think that there should be no objection to any length of net, provided thati
the mesh is of the legal size ? Yes; I do not think that a fisherman should be bound +o any length of
net, bat that he sheuld be allowed to use his own discretion in the matter.

9893. Does & net shrink in the tanning? Yes; that is one of the severest clauses we have to work under.
2894. If meshing-nets were 84 inches, would that allow for shrinkage? ¥ do not think anybody would
object to work a meshing-net until it came to 3 inches, beeause it could not destroy any small fish. - A fish
that will stick in a 3-inch mesh, that is 1 an inch below the size prescribed, will weigh I 1b. )
2895. Ts it a fach that the shorter the net the more frequent the hauls, and does that disturb the bottom
ahd hunt the fish? Yes. :
2896. If a garfish-net were 150 fathoms, would that be an improvement? Ii would do mo harm; the
present garfish-net is a mere toy ; even were garfish are plentiful, a man has to make three or four hauls
to make ordinary wages. The more hauls that are made with a garfish-net the more destruction there is
to the small fish, ' : )

2897. Can small garfish be caught with a net of 13-inch mesh? Yes, but nothing more*

2898. Have you linown nets to be seized because they were the 1-16th of an inch under 1}inch? Yes,
I have heard of it. ‘

9899. Was that on account of shrinkage? Yes; the nets were of the legal size when they were bought,
and in many eases they were  of an inch larger. We went to different ship chandlers and told them
that when they were sending their orders home they should get the nefs made % of an inch larger than
was pregeribed by law, but when those nets are tanned three times they are seizable.

2600. Do the fishermen object to stalling? Yes; it 38 all very well for a week or a month or two, but
eventnally it would clear out the fish. ' . .

2901. Describe the process of stalling ? Tt means going into any of the bays at high water. Of course
the fishermen know low-water mark, and if they carried out stalling they would shoot their nets across
exactly at low-water mark ; they would fasten both ends on shore, and put a stake every 20 yards in the
cork Jime. Bverything inside of that which could not go through the mesh would have o stop inside, and
a$ low water the fisherman would gather all the fish up. )
2902. You do not know many fishermen who practise that? No; I have not seen any one stalling in
Sydney harbour for the last ten years.

2903. Is it prohibited in the Fisheries Act * Yes. ) _

2904. Would the fishermen co-operate with the inspectors to obtain convictions against those who would
practise this mode of fishing? Yes, everyoue of them would.

2905. Do you experience any difficulty in hauling in the summer months on account of the blubber?
Yes ; the summer months are of very little use to us. For five months the Parramatts River is of very
little use. )

2906. Then you are not able to haul at all in summer? Yes. An experienced fisherman by watching the
blubber could get a haul occasionally. ' '

¥ Nowe (on revision) :—The nef ought to be not less than 1 inch, and not more than I} inch,
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2907. What action has the blubber upon the nets ? If a fisherman is not partioular in washing the nets

clean the blubber burns the nets. The next time the net is hauled it will fall off the ropes in pleces. I

have seen that happen with inexperienced fishermen.
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2908. Are you satisfled with the fees charged for boats and men? T am very well satisfied myself; it

suits us here. I would be even satisfied to pay more in Sydney harbour, because it would keep inexperienced
fishermen out of the waters; but I do not think the fees should be increased in other places where they
are not bothered with Italisn fishermen and boys, Any boy with 10 yards of net can get a license.

2909, If you dispose of one of your boats and you get a new boat, would not the license be transferable ?
T helieve not, bub I cannot say for certain; it says on the license “ not transferable.”

2010. My, Stevenson.| Would it be an advantage to the fishermen if they were allowed to have an
auctioneer responsible to them instead of to the Corporation ?  Yes, a very great advantage.

2911. Are the nets used by the Ttalians legal?  Yes; but they are not legal for eatching fish ; they are
only prawn-nets, and they are not supposed o catch fish with them, but they do. .

2912. Do you think that the inspectors are nob doing their dm-g in allowing the Tfalians o use those
nets P Itis very hard to get at them, beeause the net is legal, and they shoot from 150 to 200 yards with
rope at each end of those nets.

2913. Would you close all the trihntaries from prawn-net fishing? Yos; I would eloso ofl parts of the
harhour from sunken prawn-net fishing. T believe every fisherman in Sydney harbour would endorse that.
2914, My Howe.] Are they allowed to fish for prawns in closed waters? No.

THURSDAY, 1 AUGUST, 1889.
Present:— .
Mr, WILLIAM STEPHEN, | Mr. FRANK FARNELL,
Mz. STEVENSON.

FRANK FARNELL, Esq., 1N *HE CHAIR.
J. M. Chanter, Bsq., M.P., ealled in, sworn, and exmnined :~-

2915. Chadrman.] Are you one of the Members for the Murray District ?  Yes.

2916. Have you taken a very great interest in the fishing indunstry in this Colony? Yes, so far ag the
rivers of the southern portions of the Colony are conecerned. _ _
2017. Do you represent a_constitueney through which two or three navigable rivers run, in which there
are a ok of fregsh-water fish? Yes. _
2918. A Bill was passed in 1887 to protect the fish in the inland waters ;—have you directed sttention to
its application P Ag far as the Murray and its tributaries are concerned the Al is a dead lefter.

2919, Are large quantities of fish canght in the Murray and fransmitted to Melbourne? Yes.

2920. What kind of fish P Murray eod, bream, and perch. Some hundreds of tons per annum are sent
to Metbourne. :

2921. Are they canght by Victorian or New South Wales fishermen? Principally Vietorian fishermen,
and only one or two New South Wales fishermen. ‘

2922, What is the mode of fishing ? Netfing principally. - _

2923, Do they place a net across the river and cateh the fish by stalling? They do not across the rivér
Murray itself, because 1t is too wide, but the Moira Lakes, between the Murray River and ome of ifi
ang-branches, the Edwards River, are the great breeding-grounds for the fish. When the river risew the

water flows into those lakes ; the fish go into the lakes and reburn as the waters recede. Their return is.

interrupted by nearly the whole of these creeks being netted right across from one side to the other.
2924. Do you think that the present system which is earried out by these fishermeni interferes with the
breeding of the fish?  Yes, very largely. I have on several occagions seen tons of figh lying rotting on
the banks, The supply for the Melbourne market is so regulated that any excess of fish is thrown on
one side.

2925. Is there ne provision in the Act I have mentioned to punish people who destroy the fish in this
way? T think so, but there iz no officer appointed to earry oub the provisions of the Act. ]
2926. Would it not be advizable to get the Government to appoint an officer to superintend the fisheries
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there? Yes. I have repeatedl{l forwarded communications to the Fisheries Commissioners, pointing out -

the state of affairs, and asking them to appoint an assistant inspector to control the river. On the score.
of saving expense, I have advised them to appoini the chief forest ranger at Moama as assistehh inspector.
He is already an officer of the Clovernment, and he is constantly traversing the streams in a stesmer.
However, on the score of expense, the Commission have refused to appoint him. ) )
2927. Do you know whether your communieation to the Commissioners went any farther? No. I
verbally called the attention of the Colonial Secretary ca one or two oceasions fo the maiter, and inti-
mated fo him that T communicated with the Fisheries Commission without any effect.

2928. Do you think that if netting were confined only to the main river it would be very destructive? I
think that during certain periods of the year the current in the main river is too strong to admit of
netting. - :

2929. In order to encourage fish-breeding, do you think it would be advisable to close the lakes and
tributaries during a certain period of the year ! Yes. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the question
to recommend the particular months when the fisheries should be cloged. I wmtzlld like to point out for
the consideration of the Committee another guestion in conneetion with the fisheries on the Murray.
There is supposed to be a control over the river by the Victorian authorities. 'Whether they kiave any right
to it or not I do not know. Their control does not extend beyond the southern hank. Any netting or
illegality that takes place on that side of the bank they interfere with ; but this iv defested by the fisher-.
men simply erossing over the river into New South Wales, and carrying en their operations there.

2930. Are they not amenable to the laws here as in Victoria? They have their special laws, T raige the
question so that you may deal with the point as to what right the Victorians have to control the river.
2931. Owing to there being no officer appointed to look after these matters the fishermen are allowed to
fish indiscriminately, and do what they like, but if an officer were appointed you: would be dble to take
propeedings ¥ Yes, I presume over the whole river.  The river belofigs to us, and I think we s]idtﬂg‘

control it _ i 2932. _
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g -]'EM-C%ED%BI', 2982, Do you think that if we had proper regﬁla,tions with regard fo fishing in $he Murray we would be
8 M+ able to supply our own markets or the inland towns with fresh fish P Yes. At present there is means of

1 Aug., 1889,

communication from Albury, Certainly Albury is some distance from the .lakes, but there is every
probability that in a vory short time there will be divect communieation with the lakes from Sydrey.
There are only 40 miles required fo connect Jerilderie with Dentliquin, which would open up the whole of
that country, which would enable our own people lo obtain the fish and send them to the Sydney market.
There is no more valuable fish than Murray cod in Australia.

2983. The system at present earried out tends to destroy the fish P~ Ves, unless it is carried on under
proper regulations.

2934. How is the fish transmitted to the Melbourne market? By raill. There is a direct line communi-
cating with Melbourne.

2985. Have you a knowledge of any other of the [resh-water rivers where fish are in abundance ? There
are & great number of rivers leading into the Murray. There are the Edwards and the Darling Rivers, a
number of ereeks, and so-called rivers which are filled with fish. It is those rivers that are affeeted by the
question I have raised. The Fisheries Commission have deall with this question by appointing an assistant
inspector ab Deniliquin, a forest ranger, named "Wilshire, but as his duties are subordinate to those of the
gentleman I have already mentioned, he is confined to a very limited space, so that his supervision will
not extend o the Murray River or the lakes, and other rivers; whereas the chief forest ranger, Mr,
Manton, if he bad been appointed, would have had supervision over the whole of those places. The
cost of that appointment would not exceed, I think, £50 or £60 per aunum. 1 believe that that is about
the salary now paid to the assistant inspector at Deniliguin.

2036. To what district are the operations of Mr. Wilshire confined? To a radius of something like 30
miles around Deniliquin.  Fish caught in the lake, which is situated 28 or 80 miles from Deniliguin, are
outside his boundary. Those fish aré driven in earts, and put on the railway at Fchuca railway station,
in Vietoria. He could only take cognisance of fish taken from the lake near Mathours station, in New
South Wales.

2987. Do you know if the fommissioners have ever visited the inland waters? No.

2938. Do you know any waters which might be stocked with fish? No. I think the whole of the rivers
in that part of the Colony are naturally supplied with fish.

2939. 3y, Stephen.] What kind of nets do they use on the Murray River? They use several kinds of
nets. I have seen one particular net used, which is, I believe, forbidden by law, that is the bag-net.
There is a series of couplets in the net, running from one space into another, until they form a circalar
or semi-circular space, where the fish are captured. To show how ruthlessly the fish are destroyed in
those rivers, I may state that on one occasion a party of friends and myself took atzip up the
river, and seeing one of those nets strung across one of the creeks leading into the river, we liffed the net
to see what kind of fish were caught. There were about 6 ewt. of fish in the net, and Ishould say that
most of the fish had been there for two or three weelks. Some of them were putrid. The fisherman who
owned the net had evidently got sufficient fish elsewhere, and he left these where they were. _
2940. Is there any particular name for those nets? They are called bag-nets. With them there is no
escape for the fish. = - - ‘ : ' _
2941, 'What style of net would yoir recommend to be allowed? What they call the siraight nef. 1
have mnot studied the question sufficiently. to recommend the mesh that should be allowed. I
think the fish in those rivers above 5lb. weight should be ecaptured, because when they are
that size they are very voracious and destroy the young fish. They alse get coarse. When the fish is
from 21b. to 4lb. weight it iz very marketable. = 2lb. weight should be the minimum weight for Murray
cod. , :

2042-4.. What size mesh for the net do you think would be desirable 7 From 3 to 4 inches,

2945. Do the fishermen relurn the small-sized fish to the water? No; they take mo care whatever

about that.
2946. Do you think that if the smaller fish were returned fo the water they would live? If they were

not too long captured they would. .
2947. What is the area of the lakes ? Several thousand acres; they are very large ; they are plentifully
supplied with fish and game. :

2048. Mr. Stevenson.] Have you any idea how many men are engaged in fishing on the Murray and its
tributaries ? In the district of Moams I know that there are something like twelve. I do not know how

many there are on the whole river,
2049. Are there fifty? Yes,
2950. Where do they obtain their licenses? From the Vietorian Government, I think.

2951, Do you think fhat is right? No; I object fo it.

2952. Are you sure that they do not obtain licenses from New South Wales alse? In some eases |
believe they do, but in many cases I believe that the fish afe caught withont any liconse from New
South Wales. o

2958. Could not fishermen net the tributaries without blocking up the mouth? Yes. o
2954. Do you not think that should be prohibited ? Yes. I think the law intended it should be prohi-
bited by making provision that the nets should not be etretched from one side of the watercourse to the
(iiaher ;,}i{ut-tha.t is defeated by pubting two nets in such a way that they overlap, and so completely close
the creek.

2985. Do you think that if the license fees were looked after they would cover the expense of appointing
an inspector? Yes, and it would preserve the fish for our own people. I am satisfied that if fish are
conserved until railway communication ie completed between Sydney and those parts of the country it
wotld be of immense value. S 3 .

2056. Are there any large populations in New South Wales which could be supplied with those fish
ingtead of sending them to Melbourne? Yes, Goulburn and various other towns,

2957. Chairman.] Have you heard of any other means than netting Dbeing employed for catching

fish ?  Not in the Murray ; but I believe that on two or three occasions dynamite has been used in some
of the lakes in Victoria. ~That is not the only means of capturing fish. Along the banks thousands of
lines ave piif into the river and fastened to rods stuck in the bank. To thoze rods a little bell is atiached,

and when the fishermen go along at night they can tell when a fish is hooked by the ringing of the bell.
B ' ‘ ' The
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The river from one end to the other is covered with those lines. There is another system which they call J. M. Chanter,
cross lines. They stretch lines right across the river; they sink them from 18 inches to 2 feot below Bsu; M.F,
i B the surface with hooks fixed on the lines. A great many fish are caught in this way in the Murray <X
: River. : i 1 Aug., ‘1889
' 2958, Would it be a good thing to do away with that system ? Yes,

2959. Mr. Stephen.]- They are not likely to catch small fish in that way? No, that is done principally

; to catch the large fish. I do not object to the large fish being caught but a very small cod ean be caught
A with a very large hook. :
! 2060. Do they use any haunling nets such as are used on the coast? No, the snags are too nwmerous.

They use plain nets with stakes in which the fish are meshed. .
2061, Do you consider that the Victorian Government have no right to grant licenses to cateh fish in the
river ? That is my impression. :
2962, But there aro tributaries running into the Murray over which they would have control? Yes.
2063. Do you think that the Government should take steps to have full control of the fish in the river?
Yes, because it is very valuable. ’
2964, Ar, Stevenson.] Is it too far to send the fish to Sydney? No. It is only a guestion of railway
communication ; and there is only s hreak of 40 miles. The lakes are the great fishing grounds, but the
distance from the lakes to Albury is so great that the fish would not arrive there in good condition. Tn
Sydney we only get the fish in the river which are canght about Albury.
e 2965, Ar. Stephen.] What is the largest size fish that you have seen?” 119 1b., but it was a very coarse
fish. I have been living near the river since 1865, and during the last few years I have been living on the
river, In 1865 the fish were plentiful in the various rivers. If you put In a line anywhere you could
geb o fish in a few minutes, and repeat the operation. Now it is o most difficult thing #o catch a fish with
; a line in the river, 1 do not know whether that arises from the fish being captured in such numbers that
the river is being denuded of them. Further dewn than where I live they are more plentiful. If is not
from the parts of the river that I describe that the fish are taken exclusively for the Melbourne market.
There is & point down the river about 100 miles distant from Echuea where there are other means of
railway communieation with Melbourne. Thero are a very large number of creels there whick are
breeding grounds like the lakes. I am informed that there is a very large amount of netting going on
there, IE Mr. Manton were uppointed assistant inspector of fisheries he would supervise this part of the
river as well as the lakes. The red-gum timber grows in that flat country, so he has to visit that part of
the river in any case. : ’ :
2}?66. er. Stevenson.] Do the lales you refer to traverse the Victorian boundary ? No ; they are all on
] this side. C-
i : 2967, Did the Fisheries Commission ever give any reason why théy would not appoint Mr. Manton ? No
; sufficient reason. I think T have reason te complain of the want of attention paid by the Commission to
: the communications T made. The only reason they gave wason the seore of expense. ‘
; 2868. Did you ever point out what would be the cost? Yes; I said the salary need not exceed that paid
i to the assistant inspector at Deniliquin. T think that is £60 or £70 per annum.
2969, You must be of opinion that the Fisheries Commission have not acted in the public interest in
¥ -4 I]J]pointing a gentleman who cannot discharge the duties so efficiently as the gentleman you recommended ?
. That is my opinion, and I gave it to the Fisheries Commission. : )
2970, Mr. Stephen.] Do you think that a Commission such as we have st present, or a department admin-
istered by a single head, would be a better way of preserving the fish? Judging by the facts I have
stated, I have no hesitation in saying that the Fisheries Commussion is o faree.© - :
2971. Do you think it would be much better to administer it by the head of n department? Yes; then
ke could control the officers appointed in the different parts of the country.

M. Phillip Cohen called in, sworn, and examined :-—

o 2972, Chairmen,] What is your oecupation? I am not in business af present. Mr.
“1 2973. Wers you at one time actively engaged in the fishing industry? T have made it a study for a P. Colien,
great number of years, - ‘ s~

2974. More particularly in connection with oyster-leases P Yes, in latter years. I have had a practieal 1 Aug., 1889,
knowledge OF fishing for a great number of years and have made it astudy. 1 endeavoured fo resuscitate
the oyster-beds on the Hastings River, but, unfortunately, I failed. I commenced it about five years ago,
but I gave it up twelve munths since.
2975. Do you think that the provisions of the Tisberies Act have applied justly ¥~ No. '
2976. Have you any reagon to doubt the advisability of continuing the existence of the present Com-
mission P It has done a vast deal of harm, and bas retarded the fishing industry. -
2977, In what way? In the first place, the great majority of the members never had any practical
knowledge of the fisheries; they never made themselves acquainted with them, nor did their officers.
_ Some of their by-laws have been stupidly absurd. They have closed waters which were of no benefit to
] the fisheries, and they have kept waters open which ought to have been closed. : )
1= 2978. Have you al any time brought under the notice of the Commission any proposals to remedy alleged

defecta? 1 {mve written a great deal to the public press, but I have never suggested anything to the
Commission, because I knew it would be useless.
2979, Did you ever communicate with the Colonial Secretary as head of the Department? Yes; when
. Sir Alexander Stuart was Premier. . .
T 2080. Have you ever had any complaints made to you by the fishermen as to the. Injurious operations of
the Hisheries Act? Yes; on various occasions. o ‘
2981. What were the grounds for those complaints P The regulations having reference to the mesh of
the nets are very absurd, and very hard on the fishermen, Then the nnnecessary and unjust closing of
waters where there iz no benefit to be derived, has been a great hardship to the fishermen. ‘
2082, Have any of the Commissioners been to the principal fishing-grounds?  Not to miy knowledge.
2988. Ts there any member of -the Commission who possesses practical knewledpe P Yeas; Mr. Oliver is
pretty well acquainted with some of the fisheries along the coast. I know-he has been out on fishing
excursions, bub whether he has any knowledge of the various distant habitats of the fish orof their-habits
I cannot say. I know he has interested himself & good deal in the fishing industry. . 2084,

" 8810 .
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2884. TIf the fishermen bad a representative on the Commission in the shape of a practical man whe

would be associated with the four other members, do you think that that would be the means of bringing

about a better state of affairs? I do not think go; 1 do not think that the other Commissioners would

listen to anything that the practical man bronght under their notice. I consider that the Fisheries

Commission is nnmecessarily cumbrous, and that it is spending the funds of the country to no useful
rpose. :

EBBE. Do you think that the Commission should be abolished, and that betber means should be devized to

administer the Act? Yes, ,

2986. If it were placed under one responsible Minister or deparfment, do you think that would accom-

plish the object? T have been advocating that through the press for six years.

2987. In what respect do you think that the Commission is foo expensive? In the first place there is no

necessity for all those outside inspectors. Under the Vietorian Actwater bailiffs are appointed in the coastal

and Riverine districts. The police are appointed to those positions, They only get about £5 or £10 a

year for performing those duties. The outside inspectors here who are appointed along the eoagt have

nothing to do commensurate with the salaries they receive. .

2988. Have you lind communieation with the Fisheries Department? Yes.

2989. Has there been any delay in attending to yeur communications ? Yes.

2990. Have you ever noticed that those delays were caused through the want of a quorum ?  Yes, often.

2991. Have you ever heard other people complain of delays and red-tapeism ? Yes; I will give an instance :

If T am an oyster-bed lessee, and [ deteet a man sbealing my oysters, I cannot prosecute him withont

first obtaining permission from the Commission.

2992, In the meantime the man would have time to escape? Yes.

2993. Would it be better to have the power vested in the local inspector P Yes.

2094, Are there too many officers in the department 7 Yes.

2995. Do you think that the local police magistrates would be able to perform the duties of inspectors in

some cases? 1 think it would be better to appoint a senior police officer in each district.

2996. Do you think that would save expense? Yes; and it would be a more effectual way of carrying

oub the law. .

2997. Do you know if any of the Commissioners have visited the fishing grounds? I think there have

been one or two junkettings. I believe a party went down gouth one time, taking with them a trawl. As

to visiting any of the stations, and visiting and examining any of the fisheries or taking bearings of the-

various deep-sea schnapper grounds, I am eertain that they never did it.

2998. Do you think that My, Lindsay Thompson has any practical knowledge of the fisheries? I should:

not like to say with certainty.

2999. Has he ever visited any of the fishing grounds? Yes; he once came and settled a dispute for me:

on the Hastings River. I know that he has been at other places; but { cannot say whether any material
good resulted from his vigits, ) C

8000, Where did you have oyster leases? On the Hastings River, at Port Macquarie. I had altogether
about 8,000 yards, for which I paid rent, somewhere about £80 a year. _

3001. Did you find it remunerative? No; I lost a lot of money. )
3002. How? In one instance the Commissioners granied a man 200 or 300 yards next to my oyster-
beds, in opposition to my entreaties and interests, for the paltry sum of £2 10s. a year. This man was a
perfect vexation to me, and I am certain he took my oysters. Thén when the floods occurred eighteen
nionths or two years ago, the fresh water was in the river for three months, and destroyed a great
quantity of oysters. After trying it for three or four years I determined to give it up. The oyster-beds,

as they ave under the present sysfem in this country, are not utilized as breeding beds. The old drilt

oyster-beds, which were grand indeed, have not an oyster upon them, On the Hastings River sowe

twenty years ago the oyster-beds were gome of the grandest in the Colony. There was no oyster in the
world superior to the drift oyster of New South Wales, and I doubt if any were equal o it; Dbut the
rivers have been dredged to death. The oysters now coming to marketare merely a bastard oyster, grown
upon the mangroves and the stones upon the foreshores, The oyster-getters or lessees take them away at

onee, and pub them down till they are old enough fo fatten. The moment they fatten they fre sentto.
market, and they have no chance of breeding. Tn my opinion, the only way to restore the oyster-beds off

the Colony is to close them entirely from one end of the coast to the other for three years.

3003. Had the people speciallicenses o dredge? Yes. In those days the Grovernment foolishly g;_'a.ntedk

dredging licenses, and leased rivers to those men. To my kmewledge in less than eighteen months 80,000 or
40,000 bags were removed from the Hastings Biver. There were very few steamors then running on the
coast, and the oysters used to be taken to Sydney by the timber vessels. The men employed on the
oyster-beds used to take up more oysters than they could send to market, and the finest oysters were
retailed in Sydney at 5s. a bag of 8 bushels. Hundreds of bags used to be left on the banks of the rivers
to rot, and they were ultimately burned for ime. In this way the deep river oyster-beds wére completely
annihilated yeara before the present Act came in force.

. 8004, Instead of indiseriminately leasing 200 and 800 yards for oyster culture,‘would it not be better to

adopt & system whereby the whole side of a river might be leased to one man? I think that even that
suggestion might be improved upon. I think that if the Government were to lease each river therewould

be a chance of bringing back the oyster-beds to their former state. Then one man or a syndicate might

have a chance of taking up a river and resuseitating the beds. That will never be done under the present

system. ‘ )
8005. Do you say thab oyster culture has not been carried on properly on the Hastings River? It has
not been on any of the rivers, I have been on others. All are worked somewhat similarly.

8006, 'Would it not be possible to carry it on by artificial meana? I tried all that. X put up walls along

the shores, I sank hurdles, I tried every method, but did not suceeed. The spat would not cling, and
what I did save were destroyed about two years ago, ) i

3007. Have you ever heard of any disease among the oysters? There are many diseases spoken of.
There is a spiral worm, for instance, which is destructive at times. There are a great many enemies
of the oyster, for instance the octopus, which is véry numerous in the coastal rivers. .

3008. Have you ever heard of the stinging-ray as an enemy of the oyster ? I have heard of if, but do

not believe-it.
: 3009.
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£009. Have you ever heard of an enemy called the borer? Yes; but if the small spiral whelk is meant, I P %11" )
think it i3 an absurdity. ‘ P, Uchen.
3010. Did you ever send any of the oysters from your oyster-beds to market P Yes, 1mg
3011, Tt did not pay? No. I would not have sent them at all ; but if T had not sent them someone else B T
would have scot them for me,

3012. What was the result of the frawling experiments of which you have spoken? Some goa-weed, I
think, and a couple of sting-ray, or something like that, with the further result of a partially
destroyed net. - !

3013, Do you think that trawling counld be successfully carried on on our coast? No. I know of only one
bank on which I think it might be successfully carried out. Itis about 12 miles off the North Head,
with the depth of about 45 fathoms of water, Tt has never been trawled. As for trawling along the
coast it would be absurd, hecause the bottoms are mostly foul. The trawling expeditions in Victoria
proved that. Like Scotland, we have an abundanee of fish, but this iz not a trawling coast.

3014, Do you know whether or not it was earried on suecessfully on the Vietorian coast? It was
unsuceessful. I was down there lately during the last irip of the © Lady Loch.” On the former trip, when
they trawled in shallow water off Port Albert Bight, they canght some fish there the water in that
loeality being very shallow; there are any quantities of fish on the coast, and we do not want any improved
miethod of net fishing. What we do want is proper transit to market. “The heme fisheries are fished -
out, and if the market iy to be effectually supplied with fish it must come from a distance, where it ¢xigts
in great abundance,

3015. Do you think that all the inspectors of the department are practical men? I know some of themn
who are not. Others T eannof speal of, beeause I never had an opportunity of judging their capabilities.
3016. If we continue under the present system, should practical men be appointed inspectors or sub-
inspectors? No doubt about that. In Melbourne there is only one inspector of fisheries, and the whole
department consists of him and two or three subordinates and a clerk ; so I am informed. He does the
work effectually.

8017, But they have not got the same extent of fisheries a3 we have? What iz the good of having
extensive fisheries if they are not properly developed and worked ?

8018. Do you think that if the same system were adopted here the department could be worked more
economically ! Tes, I certainly do. ‘ '
8019. Have you heard any complaints from the fishermen ? Yes; especially in vegard to the action
Olf the Commission in cloging cerfain open waters; and also with reference to the mesh and length of
the nets, :

8020. What would they like with regard to the nets? I think that 150 fathoms is the legal length of o
geipe net. 1 do not see what difference it would make if the length of the seine were unlimited. Instead
of having to shoot three times with a net of 150 fathoms it would do no harm if they were allowed to
shoot once with a net 450 fathoms long if the fishermen desired it. The length of the net ought to be
loft to the discretion of the fishermen, but the mesh ought to be limited. I would certainly restrict
the ﬁtjlst}ilermen from fishing in the lagoons at certain periods, they being the natural breeding-grounds of
the fish. ' ' '

. 3021. Have the Hawkesbury fishermen complained of the want of open water there? I am not aware,
but there is plenty of available water in that locality. T agree with the Tisheries Commission in closing
the upper waters of all costal rivers against netting.

8022. When the Fisheries Commissioners close waters should they in the first instance consult the local
inspgetor ag to the advisability of doing so ? No doubt a report should come from him if he is competent
to advise.

8028. Hag it been the case that some waters have been closed against the recommendations of the local
inspector? I beleve so. ‘ -
8024. Should not more authority be giver to the local inspector so that he could issue licenses? Yes, if
he is a practical man, but not otherwise. :
3025. Have you ever seen sales conducted ab the present fish market ? Yes.

8026, s it suitable for the requirements of the public ? They have increased the size of the market, but -
it is not satisfactory, Ttis not a market; it is an auction-room. a

3027. Have fishermen complained of their fish being pilfered ? Yes; I have heard so.

3028, Where does that take place? In the markef, unquestionably. :

8029. Do you know of any such cases of your own knowledge ?  Yes, but the perpetrators were never
 detected. I have heard ﬂshyermen complain that, in certain baskets, they have put in very prime fish, and
when they were opened for sale in the market, after being in the market all night, those fish weré gone.
3030. Have you heard fishermen complain of their fish being pilfered from the steamer or in the transit

from the steamer to the market? No; but such may be the case at times,

8031. Do you not think it would be more convenient to have a market established on the western side of
the eity P No doubt the Woolloomooloo market is oot of the way, and in the early mornings it is a
perfect pandemonium. No respectable person would think of going there to buy fish, because for an
hour ot go in the morning the scum of the lazy vagabonds of Sydney collect there. It ie 2 huge monopoly,
and the public must get their fish from the retail vendors. If anyone gets a good haul of fish and brings
it to the city during the day he dare not sell it until next morning at the market, and in the meantime 1% -
may become putrid in his boat. :
3082. Have you visited the Meftbourne markets ? Yos; the public go there and by fish. o
3033. If that system were adopted would it be satisfactory?  Yes. In Melbourne fish is brought to the
market at any time of the day, and the market is open to the public all day long, ]
3034. Are not the fish thrown out in heaps on the floor of the market here, and are they not liable to be
trodden and spat upon? Yes, if the people are inclined to do so. The people who go there are nob
allowed to smoke, but they are not prevented from chewing tobacco, and furthermore some of the dealers
wash the fish in the dirty waters of Woolloomooloo Bay. '

8085. Have you directed your attention to the Inland Fisheries Act 18877 No; but I have fished in
iniand waters; I know that they arve being denuded, sand that mariy tons of fish go to Melbourne evéry
week from New South Wales waters. '
30386. Mr. Stevenson.] Where? From the Murray and the Murrumbidgee and their tributaries. The -
fish are netted scandalously, and that ought to be put a stop to. 3037,
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8037, Chairmmen.] What sort of nets are used ?  (Graballs, T think. They are most destructive. :
8038, Are they bag nets ?  Soms of them may be, but the nets I allude to are stretched across the river
from bank fo bank at night tims. It is a mosh net and nothing ecan get away. They destroy large
quantities of small fish in the same way as the Italiang and Grecks are now doing in the home fisheries.
Those fishermen are destroying all the little fish we have in the upper harbour and rivers,
3039. Do they haul the ground both day and night ?  Yes; they are destroying the breeding grounds.
T would prohibit them altogether from fishing in this way. They use a sort of bastard trawl. They sink
the nets and drag the bottoma. The other day L watched same of them ab Lavender Bay, and thoy must
ab various times have killed millions of young fish. T spolke to them about it. They were very impudent,
and T thought they would knife me. That is done repeatedly in the upper waters of Port Jackson, and 1
think it ought to he prohibited.
3040. M. Stevenson.] Did you think it desirable to bring that under the notice of the Commissioners?
‘What was the use of doing that. I wrote to the Herald about it.
8041. Was any action taken in consequence? No; the nets are still allowed to be used, If an unfor-
tunate British fisherman is found using a net the mesh of which iz o quarter of an tnch smaller than is
allowed by Iaw his nets are seized and'sold. When those nets are taken from the fishermen as being of
an illegal size, they ought to be destroyed, instead of being allowed to go into use and to be seized again.
8042. Chairmon.] There was an association formed not long ago called the Fishermen’s Association of
Now South Wales. Have you had any communieation with them? I have been requested to attend
some of their meetings, but I never did so.
8043. Do you think that association will be produetive of any good ? T suppose it will be like all other
unions. You must not take for gospel all that the men say. No doubt they have many grievances, butb
some of them are never satisfied.
8044, Tn writing to the Herald om April 25th of this year, you deseribed the nets used by the Greeks as
infernal machines ;—are those the same nets that you have just referred to ?  Yes.
3045. Do you think that the whole Commission should be remodelled or that a new system should be
introduced placing the whole department under a separate or one responsible head P Yes, I think that
would effect a great deal of good. . :
3046, My, Stephen.] Are you in any way concerned in the Fisheries? Not in any way.
3047. I suppose you are not employed as an officer of the Fisheries Commission under any circum-
stanees ? No.
8048. Do you think that the Aet might be worked to greater advantage to the fishermen without being
detrimental t¢ the supply of fish ? I think the Act requives a great deal of amendment. )
:;9.4-9. Do you think that the Aect is worked more to the disadvantage of the fishermen than it should be P
es, :
3050. Aré there any seasons of the year when the breeding-grounds might be opened ? In the Australian
waters there are no deep sea banks like there are in the European waters, as far as I have read, but nature
has supplied us with a number of Jagoons along the eonst wherein the fish go to breed, The young fish
remain in the lagoons and are to be found there in vast numbers all the year through. I would not like
to cloge up places like Lake Maequarie or Tuggera Lake, but I think the small lagoons along the coast
-shoplccli be protected. I would prokibit fishing in the smaller lagoons alttogether, and in. the others at stated
periods.
8051. What is the legal size of the different classes of nets ? Tor the seine, 2% inch in the bunt and 8
inches in the wings. The gar-fish net is 13 or 1} inch in the bunt and 2% inches in the wings. That is
another foolish affair, The fishermen lose the best part of their hau! from such & net. The supply of
garfish is diminishing in local waters year after year, although Ihave seen them in'immense schools away

along the coast,
8052, Do you think that if 4 net is once declared legal it should always be considered to be legal, even

though it might bave shrunk ? Yes.

80538. Arve you aware that nets which have been declared legal and which have shrunk through tanning
have been seized P Yes, and I consider that is eruel. , _
8034. Can you point out anything respecting which the fishermen might be relieved in the working of the
pregent Act? The injustiee in elosing open wabers is that the greater portion of the fish along the coast
are migratory. For instance, sea-mullet make their appearance sometimes as early as the middle of March,
and they move around the coast up to the middle of May. Small bodies detach themselves from the
principal sehool and go into every river and estuary to spawn. By closing the lower waters our fishermen
are debarred from taking the fish as they travel along the coast and they lose their opporbunity
altogether. ' . "

8055. Do you know how many members composs the Fisheries Commission P Five, I think.

8056, Do you consider that number to be necessary to the proper working of the Act? No; I think it ig
quite unnecessary. - :

8057. Have you had any experience of oyster-culture in other countries? No; I made a great mistake
when T first entered into the oyster industry. I read a great deal about oyster-culture in ether countries,
and I worked up to that as far as I could. That is where I made » mistake, because I found to my cost
that what was suitable in other countries was not suitable here. Tf I had stuck to usual practice and my
own experience, I would have done better. Tn the same way the late Mr. Hol$ lost a great deal of money
at Cook’s River by adepting the French process. )

3058. Mr. Stevenson.] Do you consider that the present Fisheries Act is nof at all satisfactory ? It is
very unsatisfactory, and it retards the development of the Fisheries, for the want of practical knowledge.
3059, Mr. Stephen] Can you suggest any amendments in the present Aet? ¥Yes; bubt it would take
some time, 1% would be necessary to have the Act before me,so that T might suggest improvements in the
present provisions.

8060. Chajrman.] Do you think that industries might be established at some of the prolific Fisheries in
the Colony in the way of fish preserving, and so on? Yes. There iz no coast in the world where there
are larger quantities of fish than there are here. Three months ago I went oub with a fishing party of
seven, and in six hours we got over 400 schnapper. We might have filled the ship. Parts of tEe coast
ig alive with them, but the great want iz better means of transit. The fishermen have no means. The
industry iz not developed as it should be, they cannot go out to ses, and go on the schnapper grounds
which exist for 2 miles to 10 miles off the coast. © 808L.
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8061, My, Stevenson.] Do you mean to fake the schnapper with nets? No, that would be impossible;
ihe bottoms are too foul.

3062. Do you propose to use well-boats? No; small fast steamers, fitted with cooling chambers, and a
market here with cool chamber, where tho fish may be kept without being frozen. Well-boats have been
superseded in Burope by fast collecting boats fitted up with those chambers. The only fish that you can
put in a well-boat are deep sea fish, such as schnapper, but they are always nearly dead when they are
hanled up, Some years azo s well-boat came here from Tasmania and T went oub in her. We caught
400 or 500 fish, but we only brought in twenty or thirty alive in the well.

8068. Do you think it advisable to closa the mouth of Port Jacksoa fo net-fishing owing to the fishermen

at the Heads using their nets and frightening them away when they wish to enter ? People talk about

that sort of thing, but they do not understand it. "When a school of mullet goes along the cosst they do’

not all enter the harbours and rivers, only small detachments come in. The sea-mullet have miltions of
ova, and it is not necessary that all those mullet should breed. The fish go up the rivers, and why should

not the fishermen be allowed to fake them. The fishermen should not be prohibited from taking them in.

any quantity from the open waters.

3064. But it Is said that when nets are shot across the Heads the fish ave frightened and do not come info
the harbour, so that they do not go into the inlets and bays, where they would go if they were left undis-
torbed 7 They ecannot be taken, and do not spawn at the Heads, or in inlets or bays, but in the rivers.

8065, Do you nob think it would be a good thing to give them the means of breeding up the river? I

proposed this two or three years ago: that Port Jackson should not be fished from Bradley’s Head
upwards. That would close the whole of the Parramatta River and the whole of tho harbour from Bradley’s
Head across the harbour to the east end of Double Bay.

3066. With what object? Because that would prevent all the young fish being destroyed by the Iialians

and the Greeks up Lane Cove and Parramatte Rivers, and would tend ulimately to inereage the supply of

matured fish in the lower waters of the harbour.
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FRANK FARNELL, Esq., 1v THE CHAIR. .
Mr. Lindsay G Thompson recalled and further examined :—

8067. Chairman.] The Commitiee are anxious to elieit some information with reference to the conduct of

your proceedings when the Commission are sitting or supposed tosit.  You stated that they hold meetings

or are supposed to held meetings once a week? Yes. ‘

3068, Have there been occasions when there was no quornm?  Yes.

3068}, How have you proceeded when you had no quorum? Two of the Cormumissioners present have

agreed to certain action on the papers, such being recorded in the minute-book which is sent round to

one or more of the Commissioners whe were not present to get their coneurrence, and the proceedings are

then taken as formal. '

8069. In every case where thoe book was sent round were the papers in comnection with the different

matters under consideration placed before the other Commissioners who were asled to sign? No, thab

would not be done unless asked for specinlly.

8070. Bo that they actually signed that book in some instances without having any knowledge of the facts

of the case ? Without a knowledge of the defails, not the facts,

3071, Do you not think that that was rather a bad proceeding ? The difficulty was that if this had not

been done the business would have been af a standstill,. When there was no quorum the business had

perhaps been already delayed, so that if this course had not heen adopted it would have been delayed still

longer. If papers were required they would have been supplied. ‘

3072. D¢ you remember a Bill being passed elosing Port Hacking altogether from net-fishing?  Yes.

8078. Do you say that that suggestion never emanated from the Commission at all?  Yes,

3074. Are you perfectly willing to recommend that Port Hacking should be open to a certain point?

Yes, up to the Spit.

5;_975. So that it would be necessary to amend the Bill to a certain extent in order o open those waters ?
es.

8076, With reference to oysters on Crown lands, isthers suy provision in the Act whereby people conld

be punished for taking those oysters? No; the Act in defeetive on that point.

8077. So that it would be also necessary to bring in a Bill to provide punishment. for people who fake

oystera from Crown lands? Tt is riecessary to bring in a Bill to amend the Act in very many ways; the

draft Bill which 1 submitted to the Committee on my last examination would, I think, cure all the defects

of the present Act. It is based on the lines of experience; and T am not aware of any point that has

been omitted in the Bill. T have endeavoured to make it complete and as faiv as possible, as beiween the

lessees and the public. There is a provision in that Bill to punish persons who take oysters unlawfully

from Crown lands.

8078, Are you aware of the existence of a fishermen’s association in New South Wales? Yes.

3079. Have you at any time had any communications from them? Yes.

8080. Of what nature? Wehad, I think, a letter setting out what they eall their grievances; and 2

deputation from the Association interviewed the Commissioners on one occasion. The matter was

diseussed by the Commissioners, who promised that they wounld give it full consideration, and eommu-

nicate further with the Association, which they did. A letter was sent embodying the views of tho

Commissioners as to the various grievances set out in their paper.

8081. Do you know whether the fishermen were placed in any better position than they were before they

made the application ? No; it was not eonsidered that their grievances were real grievances; maiters

were stated which we were able to refute. o 8082,
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8082. The text of the reply was that the Commissioners could not recognise the grievances of the fisher-
men, or their alleged grisvances, and that the Commissioners did not sce grounds for making any alteration ?
That wis practically the reply.

8088. Are you aware that at the present time in the harbour there are men fishing with sunken nets?
Ves; that has been the case for soms tine past; there is nothing in the law to prevent it.

3084. Would it require alaw to be pagsed to stop that? Yes; Thave suggested a sunlken net that would
be less destructive in its effeets than the one now in use. I made that suggestion in deference to the

wishes of cerfain fishermen, but for myself I would oppose the use of sunken nets altogether ; they must

necessarily be very destructive to fish food and spawning-grounds, modify them as you may.

8085. It has been stated to the Committee that when migratory fish such as sca-mullet are about to enter
ihe harbour fishermen shoot at them with their nets, making a large haul probably, but frightening the
greater portion of the fish out to sea again ;—do you think thatisafact? I thinkthe instinct of the fish
i3 so strong that although they might be frightened away for a time they would come back again to spawn.
3086. Tt has been suggested that the harbonr might be closed at the Heads, as well as at the gourees of
the -rivers ;—do you think that is 2 good suggestion ? - I have heard it stated that the fishermen suffer a
great deal from certain fishermen at the Heads who, immediately they sce s shoal of fish coming in run
outb their nets and shoot them in the way stated. Tt might be desirable possibly to close the harbour, not
from the Heads right up, but a portion near the Heads, in the same way as at Lake Maequarie; the
waters there are closed for half a mile on either side of the entrance, and half a mileinto deep water. We
might do the same here in Port Jackson, but I am afraid there would be a very great outery amongst the
fishermen who think that their privileges are already too much curtailed.

3087. In connection with the Inland Figheries Act I believe you have an inspector stationed at Deniliquin ?
Yes ‘

3088. What is the area of his district? Principally the Edwards River, and a portion of the Murray
River, in the vicinity of the Edwards River. His district corresponds with his forest ranging distriet.
Very little attention has been given to the inland waters so far, and I wish more could be given. I am
very mueh interested in them myself. :
3089, Do you remember a communication having been reeeived by the Commission from Mr. Chanter
M.P., urging upon the Commission the appointment of a gontleman as Assistant Inspector of Fisheries,
who is at present forest ranger in the Murray River district? Yes; his appointment has been
recommended, ’ .

8090. How long ago? Quite recently. Mr. Chanter made several applieations to the Commissioners,
who did not see their way to grant them on account of the want of funds, I think. Eventually his
appeintment was recommended, and T betieve it will be shortly pazetted.

3091, BMr. Stephen.] With regard to the replies sent to the Fishermen's Association with respect to their
grievances, can you tell us the nature of it 7 1 ecan supply a copy; it is a very lengthy doeument, and it
applies to each of the grievances seriotéim. The one great peint of complaint was the closure of waters,
and I think we endeavoured to show that the closures were beneficial, and did not eperate harsbly against
the fishermen ; that none of the actions of the Commissioners were intended to eperate harshly, but were
simply taken for the public good, and in the fishermen’s interest. ’

3092. I presume you are a member of the Fisheries Commission? No; I am Secretary.

3093. What constitutes a quorum ? Three.

3094. Have the meetings lapsed very frequently for want of a quoram? Not frequently of late. Some
time ago it used to happen pretty frequently, but of late it has not been nearly so frequent.

8095. Do you think it ‘would be an advaniage to have the Commission abelished, and to have the Act
admitistered under one official head ? T do not know that in my position as secretary I ought to have
an opinion in a matter of that kind. :

3096. My. O'Sullivan.] In what direction would you suggest that the Fisheries Act should be amended
in order to make it more workable? In very many particulars it requires amending, T set out all those
points on the Bills which form appendices to my last evidence. I should be very pleased, indeed, if this
Committes could give them consideration. T took great trouble with the Bills, and having for years past
made it a business to note down defects as they became apparent, I am able to say that these Bills are
the outcome of practical experience in the working of the Aet. .

8097. T presume you would suggest that that Bill should be passed without delay ?  Yes, I should like i%
to have been passed last year,

3008. Does not the present Fisheries Act conflict with the inland Fisheries Act? Yes, in one particular ;
the Fisheries Act specifies the mesh of inland nets to be 8 inches, while the Inland Fisheries Act makes
it 4 inches. There are other matters in the Inland Fisheries Act which require amendment ; for instance,
it gives the Commissioners power to recommend closing of rivers only after they have been exhausfed. I
think the Commissioners should have power to close those waters, and other waters also, when circum-
stances seem fo warrant it. In the Bill which I submifted I embodied all the provisions of the Inland
Fisheries Act, with these and such other amendments as I thought desirable, '

3099. Have you any inspector at Port Stephens #  Not yet, :
3100. Why? We had an inspector there but the Commissioners are contemplating other arrange-
ments. "What those arrangements will be T do not know. Only for my summons to attend this meeting
I should have beex at Port Stephens now, in order to propose some arrangéments.

8101. Then you have no supervision over the fisheries or oyster leases at Port Stephens? Not at
present, but we shall have in a week or so.

8102. Areé you making any fresh appointment? I do not know whether it will be a fresh appointment
or whether another inspector will be moved there. I do not know what the Commissioners are going to do.
8103. Do you keep a record of all the oyster leases faken up? Yes. - .

3104. Have all the rents for oyster leases been paid up? No, I suppose that there are about £2,000 at
the present moment owing to the department, :

8105, 'What percentage do the unpaid leases bear to the whole number ? I should say the unpaid leases
would form $wo-thirds of the whole. :

3106. Then that leaves you without sufficient revenue ?  Certainly.

8107. Does it considerably hamper you in your operations? It hampers us in this direction that we are

not getting the revenue which we ought to have; the matter hasbeen referred to the Crown Law Oﬁ“mfs
. ; : wit
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with a view of instituting a fest prosecution against one of the defanlters, but nothing has been done yet.
Y am expecting a reply every day. .
8108. What you really would like would be power to_sue for those rents? Yes.

8109. If you had those powers would they very materially aid your revenue and increase the usefulness -

of the Commission? VYes. . )
8110. Do you approve of the suggestion that the ingpecbors should issue licenses and receive the money ?
No. I donot think there is very much hardship in requiring the fishermen to come up once a yesr to
Sydney to obtain their licenses. I mean those fishermen living adjacent to Sydney. It is provided that
fishermen who live at Port Stephens for instance can obtain their licenses fromthe nearest Clerk of Petty:
Hessions. At Newcastle licenses can be obtained from the Clerk of Petty Sessions there. Wherever
there is a Clerk of Petty Bessions, a fisherman can take out his licemse. 1 do not see thai there is any
hardship in requiring a fisherman who lives say at Botany to come to Sydney to take out hiz license once
a year. Some of our inspectors are not literate men and might not be able to keep acconnts. It is not
considered desiable. that they should be enfrusted with accounts, as not being literate they might
male some blunder in connection with the money. T know that one imspector made a great blunder
in connection with his accounts. There was no guilt about it; it was simply and purely a blunder ;
he thoupht that he had neglected to pay £47,which he erroneously believed to be due to the Government,
so he sent up his cheque for the amount, but the cheque was returned by the Treasury, it having been
found that there was nothing whatever owing. "We have other inspectors who are worse than he is so far
as literacy is concerned, very good men so far as regards their duties proper, but I do not think it would
be fair to burden them with the responsibiliby of collecting and accounting for public meneys.

8111. Mr. Ritchie.] What iz the name of that inspector ? He ig an inspector in the southern division.
8112, Mr. O’Sullivan.] Tt has been shown in evidence thab o great deal of ineonvenience and more or less
evasion of the law may result through the inspectors not having power fo issue licenses, and that if they
had power o issue licenses themselves they would know in a moment whom the parties were to whom the
licenses were issued ? I do not think a single case of the kind could be proved against us. "What we do
iz fo issue a list of licenses which is sent round to every inspector; by reference to that list he would
know exactly t6 whom licenses have or have not been issued. :
3113. Does 1t not seem a hardship to compe] men to come away from Botany or Broken Bay to take out
Heenses in Sydney ? 1 do not think so. :
3114. May they not possibly bave to wait for o day fo get their Heenses? These men are constantly in
Sydney, they do not live in one place. Many Botany fishermen go down to Broken Bay. - They migrate
very much; besides they have a whole month, January, during which they can take out the license.
Fishermen do not fish every day ; they only fish occasionally. :
3115. Ts your office always accessible to them? Yes. )

3116. Some inspectors seem to hold a very strong opinion that it would be better to give them power to
issue licenses, as it would save a great deal of trouble and possibly hardship? There are some inspeciors
to whom the power might be given ; for instance, I see no reason why Inspector Temperley might not have

ks e,
pri

Mr. L, G,
Thompsou..

6'Avg,, 1850,

the power given to him. He is an educated and competent man, The same might be done with respect -

to Inspector Benson and others ; but there are others again whom I would pot like to entrust with the
ower. I do mot, however, encourage the idea at all.* . :
3117, Are they not as fit to be trusted with ihe license fees as the clerk is? It is not a matter of trust
at all ; besides a clerk doea not receive the money; the money is paid infto the Tressury; the fisherman
brings to the office a receipt from the Treasury for the money. As little money as possible is collected in
the Fisheries Department, and the Treasury is used as the collecting medium o the largest possible
extent. That is the principle which has governed the departmens$ since it has been in existence.
8118. Do you correspend largely with the fishermen? “Whenever they write we always reply to them.
3119. Do you give proper attention to their complaints? Yes.
8120, Have you ha&) any complaints made abont want of atbention ? No ; sometimes they do not think
they are replied to quite quick enough and they write again. They forget that the matter has to go
through several hands, and that there are references to the inspector and other departments which eause
delay that is really unavoidable. '
8121. Do you not think it was an illegal proeeeding to send the book round for signature when there
wag 1o quorum P The law certainly requires that the affairs of the fisheries shall be administered by a
commig}sion, fihree of whom are a quorum, so I suppose that anything short of that would not in a strict
sense be legal, C
3122. Do )!rgou not run the risk of having many of your proceedings vitiated through not having a quoram
present ?  We have a very convenient clause in the Act which says that the production of certain papers
aud the production of the Govermment Gazette shall be valid evidence; therefore, unless any case were
taken to a higher Court, we would be pretty safe. ‘
8123. Mr, Rifekie.] You have said that frequently there was no quorum. In that case how did you
confirm the minutes 7 They were confirmed on the authority of a third signature. o
8124. Then you went through the form of confirming the mmutes without a quorum being present ? No,
they would not be confirmed until the quorum was present; if there were no quorum for three successive
meetings, at the fourth meeting the minutes of the previous meetings, at which only two Commissioners
were present; and three had signed, would be confirmed, L
3125. On some occasions was some very important business transacted under these circumstances? - The
business of the department was always brought before the Commissioners ; if there wag a very important
case it was deferred until we got & guorum, )
3126. Was the business transacted not of great importance? It was formal business s a rale, aboud
which there could be no doubt as to the directions that sheuld be given. .
3127. Do you find from your experience that it is difficult to get a quorum? Of late we have had &
quorum pretiy generally; that is to say during the last six months, : ,
3128. Is that liiely to continue? I do not know, . - 8129.:

*Nowe (on fevision) :—Fishing licenses entitle the holder to fish in any tidal waters. If, therefore, a person took s
license, say from the ingpector at Botany, and afterwards migrated to Tuggerah or Macquarie Lakes—not at all an unhisus]
practice—how could the inspectors there possibly know of his having & license? T am girongly of opinion that the Depart-
ment or the local Court of Petty Sessons arc the places from which licenses should issue. The alleged hardship to
fishermen is one in name only, and is by no méans comparable with the inconvenience which conditional purchasers residing
remote from a lands office have to undergo in attending there to fulfil the requirements of the Crown Lands Aqt. S
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Mr, 1.G. 8120, Judging by circumsiances do you think so? I suppose so, but I eannot judge what may come.
Thompeon. 8130, afy, Stevenson.] Can you tell how many meetings there were at which there was no quornm prior
B Aum, 1589, 10 the lash six months ? I think a considerable proportion.
Biy ' 8181. Have you any return showing the number? I can supply it.*
3182, Does it not strike you that through your not having a quoram considerable annoyance must have
" been occasioned to the fishermen? Of course any iregularity in the conduct of business is inconvenient
to somebody. ’
3133. Isit not notorious that complaints have been very numerons amongst the fishermen as fo delay
and inconvenience, that men are frequently prosecuted and summonses are taken out against them for
not having licenses, and every obstacle is thrown in thelr way unless they come to Sydney, which involves
great hardship on them? As s matter of fact they are not always compelled to come, for sometimes the
inspector will send the application and the man’s'money to the head office, and we issue the license and
send it up for him. It used to be the practice to do that, but the Greeks about Sydney took o exchang-
ing licenses, so that twe or three men would go out one night and fish, who would then hand their licenses
to two or three other men who would go out and fish on another night. As their names were Greck
names and very much alike, the inspectors could neither read them mnor pronounce them ; that was the
reasoll why we required people near Sydney to come up to the office and take out licenses here.
3134. What check was instituted in that ease. Bven though the inspectors may not be very intellectual
according to your account, would they not recollect the faces of the men to whom they issued licenses
personally ?  The inspectors know some of the men, but they do noft know the Greeks. A little while
ago we had a great deal of frouble in that direction, and that ix the reason why we required fishermen 1o
come up and take out their licenses instead of allowing agents te take out licenses for them. An agent
would take out a number of licenses for very similar names, and those licenses were used by the Yreeks
in the manner I have described. I think that every fisherman should he made to have a metal license in
the same way that railway meta) tickets are izsued. ‘
8135. Could they nob exchange them just the same? Yes, we have a great deal of trouble in this matter,
and we are trying to check it.
8136. Every fisherman is supposed on demand to produce his license. Do you not know that the very
nature of the fisherman’s occupation is such that his license is likely to be destroyed ? That is why I say
that he should have a metal ticket which would not be destroyed.
3137. When does the fisherman apply for a renewal of his license? From year to year, and it begins on
the 1st of January. ! )
8188, You told us just now that a list was furnished to the inspectors by which they could know o whom
" licenses were issued ; yet I find that this list which you produce was issued three months after the first of
January. How on earth would it be possible during those three mouths for an inspector to know to
whom licenses had been issued ? By réference to the department, unlesz he questioned the fishermen and
demanded to see their licenses. It was in order to give t].;:e fishermen as muech time as possible to get the
licenses issued that the issue of the list was delayed, but if I mistake not there was a provious list issied
up to a previous date, and this list which I have now furnished the committee with way issued afterwards.
3189, If an inspector swears that he did not get this list until four or five months after the year had
begun, or several months afierwards, is not that a fact? Being only three months it would not be true.
8140. You do not seem to attach any importance to three months? The fisherman does not get into
trouble about that; an inspector has to report to the department, so that it is ascertained immediately
whether or not a wan has a license. If he has a license information to that effect is sent to the
inspector. ;
8141, How long does it {ake the department to look ibup? I suppose an hour ; the answer is sent back i
the same day usually. An inspector cannot prosecute a fishermian for not baving a license unless he gots
authority from the deparfment ; and bafore tﬁle department issue any authority we ascertain if the man
hag a license or not. . ) : :
3142, Are we to infer that you do not approve of the inspeetors issuing licenses? Yes; decidedly,
B143. Is it not a fact that the reason W}i:y the Commission does not approve of the inspectors issuing
Yicenges is that the whole of the refurns shall be sent to the head office in order to provide a Iot of clerical
work which does not aid the protection of the fisheries. Tave you not a large staff ? Wehavea clerical
staff of three. ‘ :
8144, Had you not a larger staff some time ago? Yes, we had a larger stafl because we were issuing
the oyster leases; but the preparation of the licenses is entrusted to a clerk who has a salary I think
of about £140 a year. The issue of the licenses only oceupies his time completely for the first month or
six weeks of the year ; at other times he is able to do it with other work, so that 1t is out of the question
to suppose that we want the licenses issued at the hend office in order to get clerical work, We do
nothing of the kind, . We endeavour to keep down the clerical work as much as possible. "We shonld
bave more clerical work to do if the licenses were issued by the inspectors, because we should have to
check all their work and to eorrect possible errors. "We should have to malke returns, and it would
involve more work than the issue of licenses from the head office.
8145. Have the inspectors to Turnish monthly or weekly reports P Yes; weekly reports,
3146, Are they able to do that ? Yes.
3147, You tell us that they are not able to issue licenses, and yeb that they ave able to write weekly reports.
How do you reconcile those statements ? I do not think they are irreconcilable; the reports are jusi what
they have done, and are 2 gort of diary. : ' ' :
3148. 'Would not the other be something of the same kind of thing? No; the other thing is money,
8148, I presurne these men are honést? Certainly; bui if they made mistakes they would soon be head
over eara in trouble with the Audit Department. If there were a penny more in their receipts than there
should be there would be as much trouble about it as if there were pounds less. :
8150. Has Mr. Oliver always been a member of the Commission? No.
3151.- Are the causes of his resignation diselosed in the papers produced before this Committee ? Yes..
-8152. How did he come to be appointed to the Commission after this strong minute having been written
‘by the Colonial Secretary? I recollect it ; it is a very strong minute. ‘ .
, : 813
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* Note (on revision) *—During the period from 1st -January, 1888, fo 30th June, 1889, 74 mestings were called ; 13 of
such meetings lapsed, and at 17 the business was conducted with less than a quornm present,
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8153, Yet we find a gentleman of that class put on the Commission 2 second time? He was a.ppqiuted Mr. L. G,.

by Mr. Dalley, I believe, the second time. He only came to the Commission. I did not know anything of Thompson,

the arrangements anterior to his appointment. ' 8 m

3154-5. Do you remember Mr. Macleay resigning? Yes. ) i Bes 2055

3156. Had he anything to dowith this? I do notknow; T neversaw the papers connected with his resignation.

8157. Is it possible to obiain those papers? Yes—in the Colonial Secretary’s effice, I think.

3158. Was an inquiry held with respect to Inspeetor Smith holding an interest in oyster leases?  Yes;

I held an inquiry, as desired. I produce the papers in eonnection with it. '

3159. What was the result of that inquiry ? I summarized all those charges, and I furnish the summary.

8160. Were there several cases? Yes; they were zll on one charge made by & man named Jordan.

3161, Have you no power to recover the arrears of rents for oyster leases 7 'We do not think we have

any power; tho matber is in the hands of the Crown Law officers, who alone can sue for rent.

8162. In the event of o petition being sent in against the removal of an inspeetor, or if representation is made

that an inspector’s salary is inadequate, what action is taken? It is brought before the Commissionera.

8168. 'What action is then taken P The Commissioners consider the matter, and direct some reply to be

sent to the writer.

3164, Does the Colonial Secretary ever refuse te earry out any request made by the Commission? I do

not think he has ever refased. :

8105. You have told us that Inspector Temperley is very intelligent, and I think he has charge of the

northern districts from the Queensland Border down to the Manning River? Yes. ‘

8166. Do you remember that gentlemar making an application, or asuggestion being thrown out, thathe

should visit the sub-ingpeciors, and that an expenditure of £20 should be allowed him for furnishing an

annual report ?  Yes; the Commissioners disallowed it. .

8167. Secing that that officer iz placed in such a responsible position, do you think that it would have been

extortionate for him to have received £20 for carrying out the purpese I have referred to? I simply

followed the instructions of the Commissioners. I did not think it was an extravagant sitm.

3168. Do you net think he should bave carried out what was proposcd? I should make all the

inspectors travel and see their districts,

3169. Yet the Commission refused to agree to that propesal? T reeclleet the circumstances very well

now. He said he wished to visit the lower part of the district. He asked permission to do so, and said

that the cost would not exeeed £20.

8170. That was refused? Yes.

8171, Can you tell -us how long it is since he did visit the districts over which he has control ? T think it

is oighteen months or two years.

3172. Is it not o complete farce to give o man control of certain waters and yet prohibit him from visiting

them ? Really his duiy under the regulations is to visit his districts, and he was simply asking permission

to carry out his duty.

3173. Did he point out that his salary was quito inadequate to enable him to make this long trip ? He is

not expected to do it out of his salavy ; if he travels he must be paid.

3174. How was it that they refused to allow him £20 for travelling expenses ;—was the application for

£20? He made the application and said he could do it ab a cost of £20. I do notreeolleet exactly what

the Commissioners said, but I know they refused to sanction the trip. _

3175. Do you eonsider that that was in the interests of the Fisheries Commission? No. I would have

liked Mr. Temperley to have made the inspection ; but it was done, I think, on the score of economy,

3176. Do you think that it is two or three years since he visited some of the rivers? It might perhaps

be two years. : :

31%77. Then not enly Mr Femperley but also Mr. Benson arein charge of districts over which they have no

control, simply because they have not the means of getting there #  Mr. Benson visits his waters regularly.

He often writes to say that he has visited certain portions of hig district, and he furnishes reports of his visits,

3178. Is he not differently situated, as he gets a larger salary? Ne; he gets the same salary.

3179. Is he not allowed houserent ?  Yes.

3180, Are the other inspectors allowed house-rent? No. .

3181. Is he not allowed & boatman ? Yes; buf sois Mr. Temperley ; but Mr. Temperley’s boatman over-

sees the Clarence River and Mr. Temperley the Richmond River. Mr. Benson and his boatman are both on

the Clyde River. . :

3182. Havo not the whole of the inspectoral staff to abide instruetions from the head office in Sydney

before they can take any action—even a proseention ?° Yes.

3183, Does not that often Jead to inconvenience and delay, and should not they have power to prosecute

for a breach of the Aet? No. I think a reference to Sydney in the first place iy always desivable. -

8184. Does not the delay often lead to a miscarriage of justice ? You can get a reference to Sydney in

a very lititle time.

3185. But if you do not get a quorum, dees not delay, occur?  If the Commission meets onee 2 week, or if

it does not happen to meet on the day appointed, theé delay Is unavoidable. If the power of directing

prosecutions were left with the executive officer that difficulty might be overcome. '

8186. In closing waters are the inspectors ever consulted ? No; I do not think so.

3187, Then it is a fact that the Commission closes waters just as it thinks fit without reference to the

inspectora? The Commissioners close the waters on: the ground that tho head waters are the fish-breeding

grounds. They really do not want a report from the inspectors.

3188, The Commissioners are so well acquainfed with all the rivers and creeks that it is absclutely unne-

cessary for them to ask for a veport? 1% is a master of principle to protect spawning-grounds, and so

conserve the interests of the fishermen. . :

3189. T ask you to look at this sketch. You will ses marked there Pipeelay Creek, Seeond Creek, and

‘Wallarah Creek on the Tuggarah Lakes,  Are not all those places closed at present?. Yes,

8190, You tell me if i3 ot necessary to call for reports from the inspectors. Are the Commissioners

aware that everyone of those ereeks except one is sanded up at the present time; and that an inspector

cimlrddn'ot find them ;-—does not that show what a farce itis? I do not think that those creeks have been

closed. - : S

3191. I have been fold that in the district which I represent, and this sketch has heen furnished to me ?

If allowed I can prodilcel)a, map in 5 minutes showing the whole of the Jake closures. o
381— 3192




Mz L. G’

507,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THERE SELECT COMMITTIER

3192. But you told us that they were closed ? I was ialking of the principal creeks. I do nef think:
these are creeks worthy of being classed as such. Moreover, if they have beexn closed, and ave, as you say,
now sanded up, it wonid nof, I should think, eoncern the fishermen one way or the obher.

*8193. In your opinion, would it not be better, belore closing the whole of the waters, to obtain reporis
from the inspectors, who linew ali the places ? I know most of the places myself. 1 have not been to
Tuggerah, but I know most of the places, and I am able to give an opinien. 1 have given grave considera-
tion to the question, and T have been led fo tell the Commission from my consideration of those matters
that T would recommend a modification even of the present elosures. For instance, I have recommended
a modification in certain elosures in Port Jackson, Port Hacking, and George’s River.

3194. T can understand your being thoroughly acquainted with the waters in the neighbourhood of Syduney,
but do you know all the nerthern rivers up to the Queensland Border, and can you tell the state of the
creeks there?  'We have not closed any creels up there. )

3195. But are they not liable to be closed ? I a case of that kind, where 1 could not advise the Com-
missioners myself, T would recommend that a report should be obtained. I do not think that the ereeks
that you have mentioned at Tuggerah have been closed, because I do not think that more than three creeks
and the entrance have been closed at Tuggerah Lakes. If they are sanded up of course it does not matter
to the fishermen. Our object in making the closures is not to harass the fishermen, but to protect the
public interest and the fisfermen’s interest also. :

#196. How far do you think the Hawkesbury River vught to be opened? I think it ought to be opened
as far as Bar Point. I recommended to the Commissioners that Berowra Creel should be opened.» I
went up there in consequence of complaints from the fishermen as fo excessive closures. At first the
river was closed as far as the bridge. On my recommendation it was moved back to Bar Peint, but
including Berowra. I went up recently and recommended that the closure should not affect Berowra
Creek., In that Ias overruled, and the closure remained as at present. I recommended with regard to
the Upper Hawkesbury that it might be opened for net-fishing. I hink from Pipeclay Creek upwards.
3197. Do you know Mangzove Creek? Yes.

3198. 'Would there beany objection to the opening of the viver up to Mangrove Oreek ? Mangrove Creek
is & very good spawning-ground, and I should be sorry te see it opened. '

8199, But the main river? We have already got the main river and many creeks opened. It would mean
50 much more inspectoral supervision, and whether the advantages would be commensuraic with the cost
Ido not know. TFor instance, we have Mullot, Mooney, and Berowra Creeks closed, all of which are
separate, and the whole of the main river opening into those ereeks is open, therefore we have quite enough
creels to look after without baving Mangrove Creek in addition, which is some distance beyond Bar Point,
3200. Have the fishermen often requested that the river should be opened to Mangrove Creek? No. I
gpoke to a fisherman there who seemed o be a representative man, and he told me that if Berowra Creek
were opened the fishermen would be very well satzsfied. I saw no objection o that, and recommended it,
but the Commissioners did not earry out my recommendation, _ :

3201. Are there not a great many creeks above Mangrove for spawning. What is the distance from
Mangrove Creek to Windsor ? 1% is a very long distance—some 50 miles. :

3202. Would not that afford plenty of spawning-ground in the creeks above Mangrove? Tt might, but
Mangrove is well out of the reach of fishermen, who could not do much with fish got there in summer.
There is a very large area of the Hawkesbury at present open to net-fishing.

3203. How long does it take boats to go from Mangrove Creek down to the railway station at Peat's
Ferry?  According to the tide; it will take over three hours, perhaps.

3204. Are you aware that a small steamer plies from Peat’s Ferry to Mangrove? No,

3205. Did not Mz, Chanter recommend that Mr. Manton, a forest ranger, should be appointed an assistant
inspector, and did he not give as 4 reason that he had a steam-launch, and that he traversed nearly the
whole of the waters of the Murray, where it was alleged that there was a very great destruction of figh?
1 d.'ﬁi 1111015 hear anything about asteam-launch, I do not know that our department was made acquainted
with that.’

3206. Did not that gentleman point out in his letter that Mr, Manton would have supervision over nearly
the whole of the waters of the Murray, even if he said nothing about the steam-launch? He mighthave done
g0, but if he did so without making reference to the steam-launech it would be difficult for us to understand
that he would have supervision aver waters outside the district which he overlooked as forest ranger.
3207. Is it not a fact that Mr. Chanter made several representations to the Clommission on the subject?
Yes, several times.

3208. ‘Was no notice whatever talcen of his representations, although great destruction of the fish was
going.on? Each of his applications was replied to, and all to the same effect.

8209. And they were refused ? Yes,

3210. Have you not told us that the reason was want of funds ? Yes; that was the statement in the letiers.
3211. Did Mr. Chanter point out in his letter that the cost of securing Mr. Manton’s services would be
£50 per annum? I de not recollect that he did ; he may have mentioned that sum, but I do mnot think
g0, However, we have recommended Mr. Manton at £75 per annum.

3212. After these representations were made by Mr. Chanter, is it a fact that a Mr. 'Wilshire, whose area
of supervision is very limifed, was appointed at a salary of £75 per annom ¥ No; he had been appointed for
some years at £75 a year. The Commissioners hold this view, that the Murray River is kept and supported
for the sole benefit of the Vietorian people, and that we can get no conirol over the fisheries there. Tons
of fish are annually sent down to Melbourne from the Muarray, and sny supervision we exercise over
the Murray River is simply for the benefit of the Victorians.

%213. M. Stephen.] Do you issue no licenses for the Murray ?  Yes—{for fishermen, but not for fishing-

oats. :

8214. Mr. Stevenson.]- That was the very point which Mr. Chanter dwelt upon. Did he not point out
that we ought to be deriving a benefit from the licenses but no notice was taken of his recommendations ?
‘We cannot sbop this fishing on the Murray River, nor the fish going to Melbourne ;~—Melbourne is the
market, and it goes there in. tops.

3215. Did not Mxr. Chanter point out the destruetion of fish by tons P Yes.
8216. Did if not strike the Cominission that that was a very important thing to arrest? Yes; if we
could do it, but where is the power ? They can fish on the Victortan bank and laugh atus.

3217. Did Mz. Chanter represent to ihe Commission that the fishermen stretehed their nets from shore to
- shore
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shore of the creeks from the Victorian berder on to the New Seuth Wales border, and have you no
power to arrest that? Yes ; Mr. Wilshire seizes lots of nets. We never lose an opportunity of seizing
these nets.

3218. Mr. Chanter tells us that the distriet over which Mr. Wilshire has control is very limited, and that
he does not reach the parts where the destruction of fish is great? The fish are sent away from Moama ;
that is where Mr. Wilshire is located ; ke sends us a refurn of the fish.

I3219. ]E_[o}v;v long is it since Mr. Manton was recommended by the Commission ? I suppose within the
ast month. )

3220, How long is it since Mr. Chanter first suggested that Mr. Manton should be appointed? Some-
time since; he has written several letters. -

8221. Ig it six months ? T dare say it Is.

3222. Is it more than that? T eanmot recollect ; but I may say that it is six months since the first appli-
cation was send in.

3223. Do you not think ihat Mr. Chanter as a representative gentleman was endeavouring to serve the
hest interests of New South Wales, and to aswish the Commission. Yet his suggestions were quietly set
agide. Do you think that was right ? T think there is a very large future before the inland figheries, and
1 would very much like to see them better supervised.

8224. That 12 not an answer to my question, which was, did the Commission properly treat Mr. Chanter ?
If T answered that question affirmatively 1T should be really easting a censure on the Commission, and I
do not think I have any business to do that, -
8225, My. Nobbs.] Arve the inspectors directed to exercise a protective supervision over the areas leased for
oyster culture? No; the Commissioners eonsider that when a lease is issued for oyster-culture the lessee
should have control over the leased land, and he should not look for any protection from the inspector.
3226. As far as he is concerncd there is no necessity for the inspector to supervise any further? Exactly.
3227. In what then do their duties consist ?  In locking after the fisheries ; that really is all their duties.
It reduces their duties to a minimum.

3228, 'What length of experience had you in connection with the fisheries? My experience dafes from
the year 1872, 1In years gone by there was but nominal law respecting fisheries, but with regard to oyster-
cutture there was the Act of 1868. Tt was administered in the Lands Department, and T had charge of
it there. T have had experience ever sinee. There was s Commission on the subject in 1870 as to the
working of the * Oyster-beds Act of 1868, and I had a great deal to dowith that. Iwas secrelary o that
Commission, and I gaived a great deal of experience in connection with it. -

8229. Do you think that the management and supervision of oyster-culture in the Colony is sufficient, or
would it be an advaniage to get the services of an English or French expert? 1 do nob agree with the
idea of bringing an English or a French expert here.  If one eame here he wonld have everything to
learn, and T do not consider it is at all necessary ; it would be a very expensive underinking, he could not
supply us with information which we do not possess ab present. .

$230. Do you know ihe process of fish-canning? Yes; I have had a little experience in counection with
the Melbourne Exhibition. We sent a very large exhibit to Melbonrne, and it received very favourable
notice ; I expect to get an award of merit. Fish-canning was part of the exhibit. That industry might
be very profitably carried on here. There is the mullet which frequents our shores in April, May, and
June. 1t is said to be equal to the English salmon. Itis certainly very valuable. At present it absolutely
goes to waste. A fish weighing 7%. or $ib. can be gotfor 1d, or 2d. in the market. If canning facteries
were established here all these fish could be cured and exported. The process is very simple, and is just

1
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the same as is carried out in connection with meat preserving. 'We had some of the fish cammed by the.

Mezt Preserving Company here. Some also was preserved by Mr. Barnes, of Balmain, and it calléd forth
very favourable notice. Thereis a canning establishment at present at Tluka on the (larence River, which
turns over aboub twenty-five baskets = week. There is no doubs also that in Twofold Bay the eanming
industry could be earried on at a profit.

3231. Was the exhibit you have referred to sent by the Fisheries Commission ¥ Yes; it was an exhibit

showing everything in connection with the fish industry, showing how everything conld be put to economic

use, and how even fish seales could be used for artificial flowers.

3232, What class of fish werve they? All kinds of edible fish on this ceast.

3283, -Are you acquainted withthe culture of salmon? 1 have been giving very great attention to it of late.
T induced the Commissioners to allow me to erect a trouf hatching apparatus. They allowed £10, which
wag rather small, but it was enough for the purpose. 'We are getiing some trout ova from Ballarat, and
T expect its arrival very shortly, so that T shall have the process of fish-hatching going on in the Department.
T am anxzious that the Giovernment should by-and-by allow us to establish ponds en a suitable site, in
order to propagate fizh. ‘ _
8234. You are not getting enough ova to distribute throughout the various rivers? I should not recom-
mend a distribution in that way ; we did in Oectober last distribute fry in certain rivers, but I think it was
a mistake. I think that trout fry should be kept in ponds until they arrive at a certain size, and then
they should be distributed. Thoge obtained in October were only £ inch long when they were distributed ;
they were left to take their chance amongst unknown enemies, and witheut our knowing whether the
rivers were suitable or not. I believe that a large proportion will be lost. If we ¢an establish trout
ponds—and I hope this Commiitee will help us in the matter—I am sure we can introduce the trout into
all the rivers of the Colony, exeept, of course, in the extreme northern rivers, A few days since I wrote s
minute to the Commissioners recommending the introduetion of American salmonoid ova. )
3285. Chairman.] Do you now submit to the Committee the proposition thet you have made on that
subject? Yes. [Appendiz B 6.]

3286, M. Nobbs.| Are you satisfied that trout-breeding would suceeed ? Yes; I am perfecily certuin it
would if we could get a proper.place for it. ) _

3287. Have you paid inspectoral visits to the rivers, and have you made reports on your observations?
Yes; very exhaustive reports. The great bulk of the reporis are contained in the annual repcrt for 1888,
I went very fully into all the matters in conmnection with those rivers, aiid the reports form the appendices
t0 the Commissioners” Report for 1888.

8238, Did you make several recommendations P Yes. o ' ,
3289. Have they been carried out? 1do notthink very much attention was given to them. The matters which

1 recommended have Hever been mentioned. I do nof think the Commissioners entertained them fa,voum;bcl}y.-
o 3240,
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T}lfr' L.G. 8940, In your Department are there certain hours P Yes. : :
OWPSOR: 39401 Who has charge of the Department after official hours? Nobody; it is left in charge of itself.

6 Ang., 1889, There was a caretaker or watchman at one time, but he was only kept for a couple of weels, when he was

. ! knocked off. Tt was thought that the expense was too great, and that the office could very well take care

of itself. The key is left with tho Tnspector-Grencral of Police.

3241. So that the Department is without any caretaker after hours 7 Yes; anyone might brealc in, and

there would not be anyone to interrupt him,

3242, Do the fishermen or the oyster Iessces contribute the larpest amount of revenue P The oyster

lessees contribute the largest amount. The revenue from fishermen and boztmen’s licenses does not

exceed £700 or £800 per year. The remainder of the revenue is contributed by the oyster lessees in

the shape of rents. Tf the lessees all prid their rents they would amount to something like £8,000, s

against £700 or £800 paid by the fishermen.

3243. Do yeu think that the inland fisheries are sufficiently protected ? No; Ithink there should be a

general supervision of the inland fisheries, that has not been done. I also think that attempts should be made

to propagate Murray cod and perch in the rivers where they do not exist now. There are Murray cod in

Lake Gteorge at present, butas far as I am able to ascertain they are not in great numbers. When the

local inspector was down here I instructed him to take certain measures to get spawn from the ced, and

to telegraph to me when they spawn, He says they spawn in September, but I believe they spawn in

December, Whenever they do spawn I shall propose te the Commissioners that I shall visit the lake to

see if we cannot manage to get some ova for propagation,

3}?4.«4_«. Is the take of cod in $he Murray River very large? Yos; tons of it are sent to Melbourne dering

the year.

8245. By what means do you think the fisheries near Sydney could be best controlled P T would altewthe

present system a great deal. I would like to have a pood steam-launch to pairol the fisheries, and until

we have that we shall never have a proper control. It would be also valuable for the purpose of

experiment. . ‘

8246. Are you aware that the common pilehard has appeared in Botany in large shoals? Yos; elupes

sgjax ; Botany Bay is alive with them at present,, They are like the common pilehard, and appear in

midwinter, fravelling north. They are in poor condition. They appear on the coast of New Zealand in

D};ecemb;r and January, full of roe. It is from those pilchards that the New Zealand bloaters are

obtained.

8247. Ts it many years since we have had a visit from these fish? Noj; they come here regularly, but

vary little is made of them.

3248. Tho they come yearly? Yes; and there it another species of herring which visita our shores.

3249, The value of this fish is not known ? FThe herring fishing is the staple industry in England, bud

here the fishermen will not eateh them.

8250, Did Mr. Saville Kent visit Greorge’s River 1o inspect the oyster lesses P Ves.

3251, What was the nature of his report? He never made any report. - He went there for his own

information, We paid his expenses.

3252, Mr. O Sulliven.] What fish would you suggest as likely to thrive best in Lake George other than

-the Murray cod? The perch. I am very mueh afraid that the trout would not do there for the simple

reason that there is not much run of water. There i no entrance to the lake, and the trout require a

regular run of water, '

3258. Did you distribute perch in the various rivers ? Yes; about two years ago.

32564, How was it that Lake George was overlooked in the distribution? I do not know. I shall ake

care that Lake George is not overlooked in any future distribution. T have a very good opinion of Lake

Greorge, and it shall always have my best attention,

James J. M‘Fadyen recalled and further examined :—
Me. J.J. 8255. My, Stephen.] Did the Fishermen’s Association, of which you are President, send in a report some
M<Fadyen. time ago to the Colonial Secretary ? Yes. '
A= 3256, What was the result of it? The result has been nil.  Sir Henry Parkes promised that something
6 Aug, 1882 would be done in the matter, but we have received no nofification of anything having been done. We
asked that the Association should be officially recognised, so that any bocks, papers, and maps which
might be in the possession of the Grovernment might be presented to the Association for the instruction of
our members. Sir Henry Parkes let us have a few volumes, but that was all, .
8257, What was the result of your deputation to the Fisheries Commission ? It was so ingignificant that
there was no real resulf except to deepen the impression on the minds of the fishermen that the Cominis-
sion was altogether opposed to their interests. ‘ _
3258, Is it your beliet that the Commissioners in reply to that deputation have not attempted to ameliorate
the condition of the fishermen or te give them better facilities P~ The only thing they did was to inerease
the length of the nets in the lakes where the water was shallow. )
8259. Are you aware that the nets after being tanned shrink below the legal size, although they have been
previously passed as legal? Yes.
3260. Do you consider that the net, when onee pronounced to be legal, should be considered as such until
1“"0&'11 out? Yes; otherwise the fishermen would be continually buying gear, which they cannot afford
to do. )
3281, What would be a reasonable time for a net to last if taken ordinary eare of P At least two or three
years.
8262. What is your opinion with respeet to nets that have been seized being resold P That is one of the
. matters which was taken up by the Association very shortly after it was formed. As X was led to believe
fthat the Fisheries Commission soldjthe nets after they were seized, in exactly the same stabe after they
had been allowed to lie in a filthy place adjacent to the Fisheries Commission Office.
3263. Are you aware that the Commission cut up the nets into certain lengths and sell them for other
purposes than fishing ? 8o far as L am aware, that was not done until the Assoctation sent in their paper
of grievances, ,
8264, Then in that case your representation did have some effect ou the Commission? 'We heard nothing

of it, and it was certainly done to digparage us, so as to show that we had not been stating the f:rutlt31.265
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2265, Mas it come to your knowledge that nets seized by the Commission have been resold, and that
fishermen have purchased them ? It has eome to my knowledge, but I could not give an individnal case.
3266. Do you think that the fish are handied in the fish-market in the best possible way to supply the fish
to the public forfood ? No, very far fromit. Tn my opinion, the fish from the time it leaves the fishermen,
until it reaches the markets, suifers a great deal of damage, and a great deal more than it ought fo suffer.
3267. Is it o grievance with the fishermen that they are not represented on the Commission? Yes; we
think they ought to be represented. If the Commissioners are appointed to look after and administer
the Fisheries Act, we think that the fiskermen should be represented by practical men on the Commission.
8268. Hove you a Library attached to your Association? We attempted to form a library, and we have
gob o few books which we got from the Government. That iz what we call our library, but we wanted
something more.

3269. Did the Premier promise $o furnish you with a eollection of books on the Fisheries Question ?  Yes,
and he very promptly furnished us with seme books ; but some of the very important books which we know
to be in the possession of the Government we have never received.

3270. Can you make out o list of the books, so that application might be made to the Colonial Secre-
tary ? Yes. )
8271. Afr. Howe.] Do the fishermen complain of the rates charged by the railway authorities as compared
with the rates charged on steamers P Yes, the railway rates are considerably more than the steamer rates,
8272, Is that very much to the disadvantage of the fishermen? ‘¥es. The steamers for insisnce charge
9d. per basket from Newcastle, and the empties are returned free. If we geb a bashet of fish down by
rail, it costs about 24, 6d. 1f we got four or five baskets, they will not eost very much more propor-
tionately. We have to pay the cost of the empty baskets going back again, and that amounts from 1s. 1d.
to 1s. 5d, for the carriage of each basket. T have paid as much as 18s. 6d. for the carriage of fishly which at
the sale ouly realivsed £4. That was good fish.

8278, Is it a fact that fishermen have been misled by Proclamations, which induced them to think that the
waters would be opened, in consequence of which they purchased gear for fishing, but that gear was
rendered useless through a fresh Proclamation being issued closing the waters P Yes; I have known
fishormen myself who expected that on the expiration of the Proclamation they would be able to go to
work again, and who consequently got their nets ready, but the reissued Proclamation continuing the
closing of the waters prevented them from using the nets they had purchased. :

Thomas Gascoigne called, sworn, and examined :—

3274, OQhairman.] Where do you reside? At Ryde, Parramatta River.

3275, Are you a fisherman ?. Yes, and so are my father and brothers.

8276. How long have you been engaged in the industry? About twenty years. At one time I used to
be engaged with my father mostly ; bub I have been working on my own account now for about ten years.
3277. Has it been a. source of complaint for some time among all $he fishermen on the Parramatta River
that there is an insufficiency of open water? Yes. .

8278, That the Fisheries Commission have closed waters that ought to have been left open? Yes.

3279. Where do you think that the open waters should be extended to? The opinicn I have always held
is that the river should be opened right through. Closing the waters is no protection. The fishing closes
itself if there i3 too much netting, There are less fish in the river now than when it was firsf closed. If
o bay is closed and a nice lot of fish go in there some one iz sure to scoop them all out.

'8280. Mr. Nobbs.] Do you not think that the waters should be closed at spawning time? I do notthink

that any fisherman knows which is the spawning time except with mullet. ‘
3281. Chairman.] If the river were opened as far up as the Railway Bridge at Ryde,would that give you
very much more water? Very liftle more, because nearly all the water which would be opened would be
deep water. There would be no places fo fish except in about fwo bays. . .
3282. Before the river was closed te such an extent were you able to supply the people on the northern
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bank of the Parramatta River, as well as those on the southern side, with fresh fish every morning? Yes, -

but we are not able to do that now.

3283. How long has the river been closed? Tor three years.

3284, Have you ever complained of your expectations not being reallzed by proclamations being issned
closing the river for six months, and then another proclamation being issued at the expiry of that time,
closing the river for another period of six or eight menths ? On two occasions that happened. Once weo
had been at work for two months, and at another time fourteen days. .

3285. 8o that thero is no encouragement for fishermen to try and earn a livelihood there, and no means
left open to fishermen to provide the people of the north and south of the river with fresh fish every
morning ¥ No. :
3286. Have you ever had your nebs seized in closed waters? Yes; on one ocension, a very small net. 1
went down on Grood Friday eve to get o few fish for myself, but somebody else get them before T did.
8287. Where do the fishermen fish now? The fishermen fish wherever they see any. If the fishermen
see o lot of nice fish in closed waters they do not leave them there,

3288. Under those circumstances do you think that the river might be just as well left open? Yes;
because it is only setting a trap to catch the fishermen, and the fishermen are not caught once in twenty
times. It could only be atopped if there was a policeman every half.a-mile; and then it would take them all
their time.

3289. Is there 2 plentiful supply of fish in the river? There were more fish in the river before it was

.closed than since. Fish protect themselves more when the fishermen are trying to eatch them, because

they then go into deep water. 1 have done verylittle fishing since the river wasclosed. T have been away
at the Tuggerah Lakes, and at other work,

8290. If the river were left open us it used to be four or five years ago would there be an epportunity
afforded to you of earning a good honest livelihood, and of supplying the large number of people who live
in those districts with fresh fish every morning?  Yes, :

8291. Would you recommend the river to be opened altogether ?  Yes.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

[To Tvidence of .Dr. Cox.)
Al
TrawsrerENCE of Inspectoral Staff, Ficheries Departinent.

1 rropos, for the consideration of the Commissioners of Fisheries, the following disposition of the Inspectoral Staff of
this Department. I take the coastal waters in the order of their ascerfained productiveness -

Lake Macquarie—Assistant Inspectors Smith and Boyd, and a third (say) Hespe.
k

George’s River— do Grant and Boatman Aldzick.

Lake THawarra— do D. W. Benson.

Hawkesbury River— de Caran

Brishane Water and Tuggerah—Assistant Inspectors Cain and Peter Smitl.

Port Stephens— do Qtway and Boatman Scotit.

Newcastle and Hunter River— do : Charles Gordon, .
Port Jackson— ’ do Smithers and Boatmen Glading, Hellgs, and Young, engineer.
Travelling Inspector for the coast north of the Hawkesbury—Mr, Livingston Mann. -

Travelling Inspector for the coast south of Botany—Inspector T. Temperley.
Inspector of Inland Waters—Inspector G. G. Benson.
In framing this transference I have had in view the facts that the oyster-beds having for the most part been leased,
and the royalty charges abolished, the services of the Inspectoral Staff could be employed to better advantage if concen-
trated within certain limits adjacent to the metropolis. ’

I have been guided also by the opinion of the Commissioners that the pubkic interest would be served by o removal .

of the Inspectors from their present respective locations to other districts. .

Boyd, Grant, and Casn.—The only Inspectors whose removal I do not advocate are Messrs. Boyd, Grant, and Cain.
T consider these men to be capable of best services in the waters they are at present supervising. :

Smithers.—Mr, Smithers properly belongs to Twoiold Bay, but as he has been so long at head quarters, and is
rendering such effective service, I am regarding him as already attached here, .

Gyler.—Gyler ie a veluable officer. His removal from the Manning River, to assist in the supervision of the
extensive waters of Lake Macquarie, and from which our largest fish supply is obtained, would be obviously an advantage.

Smith.—Peter Smith is supposed o be considerably interested fu some of the oyster leases at the Hawkesbury, his
present district, and althongh there is not actual proof that this is so, yet the presumptive evidence seems enough to imply
the desirableness of removing him to 2 district where his duties would not cla.sig with his supposed interests, The case will
be-met by placing him at Illawarra Lake, in the room of Inspector D, W, Benson. ) . .

. I %V . Benson and Henry Curan.—Some few months since D. W, Benson was for a time placed on-special service at
the Hawkesbury, and showed considerable aptitude in his manner of performing it. I propose fo place him permanently at
the Hawkesbury in conjunction with Inspecior Curan, who is at present stationed at Newcastle.

Chas. Gordon.—The Neweastle and Hunter River Fisheries T suggest shonld be placed under the care of Charles
Gordon, at present stationed at the SBhoalhaven. I consider Gordon to be an efficient officer. His duties at Newcastle
would involve the checking and inspection of oysters arriving from the upper portions of Port Stephens and the oversight
of the fisheries on the Hunter River and its tributaries. ..

¢ H. Otway and B. Scott.—1I propose the removal of Inspector C. H. Otway and Boatman Scott from the Karuah
River, at the head of Port §tephens, to Nelson’s Bay, at the heads, in order that the supply of fish captured thére may be
more systematically supervised. .

Fred. Smithers, Glading, Hellings, and ¥ouny.—I advise the permanent retention of Mr. Smithers at head-quarters,
where he bas already proved himself very useful. He should be assisted by the present boatmen, Glading and Hellings,
and with the aid of the steam-lsunch now under repairs and alteration shoald éxercise an oversight of Botany and the
Hawkesbury.

7. Mulhall.—Should it be that Inspector Mulhall will be retained in the service notwithstanding his advanced sge,

I think that his duties should be confined to an oversight of the fish at the fish market and on the wharves. .

On the general management of the Port Jackson fsheries I propose later on to submit special recommendations.

M. Livingston Mann.—1 kunow it is the intention of the Commissioners to mominzte Mr, Livingston Mamn as o
travelling inspector of fisheries. I have done so, therefore, on this (}Japer; but as the oyster-bearing waters are not only
each in themselves so extensive, but range along the whole seaboard of the Colony, I consider a second fravelling ingpector
to be necessary. B

Thos. Lemperiey.—For this second inspectorship I know of no one more suitable in point of intelligence than Inspector
Temperley, and if he be appointed to oversight of the coast south of Botany, the objection which, consequent upon his

supposed interest in oyster-calbure lezses in notthern wabers, might be taken to his being placed in such a position, would,

1 think, be met and at the same time a capable officer retained to the Department. ) .

: G. (. Benson.—As Ingpector for inland waters fisheries under the Inland Waters Fisheries Act 1887, regarding the
administration of which nothing has so far been done, I propose Inspector (. G. Benson, at present ldcated at the Clyde
River. :

Beyond a visit or two to Lake George, I have not been afforded an opportunity of sequainting myself with the
inland fisheries ; consequently I am not in a position to suggest a location for Mr. Benson. T should prefer by personal visit
and ingquiry to ascertain the needs and condition of these fisheries so that T could make recommendations with some degree
of confidence. :

Under an arrangement such as thiz it will be possible to dispense with the services of the following officers :—

“H. W, O, Windeyer, Acting Assistant Inspector, Port Macquarie.............oocooiiveeiescoininnn. evaa £108
Jas. Massingham, Boatman, Clarence River........oooo ivvviinsiinicns .. 108
Thos. Laman, Acting Assistant Inspector, Nelson's Bay ...oooooviiii i e eeveeees .20

And thus effect a saving in expendifure of ..ooieooeeieeeiviciecee e s et eraniaes £236

.. By the transference of Inspector Benson to a position underthe Inland Waters Fisheries Act I count a further saving
in expenditure of £240, the amount of his salary. I am warranted in quoting this as a saving because his services under the
Fisheries Act will be thus dispensed with, and it may fairly be assumed that special provision will be made for the adminis-
tration of the new Act, ;i

This Act was introduced to Parliament by a private Member guite independently of the Fisheries Commission.
Manifestly then its working onght not to be made a charge upon the fisheries vote.- . L Kk :
: I may here invite the Commissicners to consider the desirableness of dispensing with the services of those pilots and
others who are paid £20 per annum each for holding the appointment of Acting Assistant Inspector of Fisheries, .

Their duties proper, which compel them to a constant look oit seawards, prevent them from ‘exercising more than a
very nominal oversight of the fisheries in their respective waters; the principal service they have been able to render to this

Departiment has been the receipt and transmission of royalty on oysters. ThisToyalty charge having been abolighed I see no
o ) reason

N
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reason for the retention of these officers; any small service which from time %o time might be reguived om any of the
remoter waters could be rendered by the police or by one of the travelling inspeetors, A still further nnnual saving to the
Department of £160 wounld thus be effected. . .

By reference to the list of the Inspectoral Staff the Commissioners will observe that in this reduction I have not
incladed Frederick Nelson, the Acting Assistant Inspector at Lake George, nor likewise George Baker, who holds the like
office at 8ydney, and whose appointinent the Commissioners only recently recommended. .

I have only now to add for convenience of reference a tabulated statement showing the savings which the adoption
of-the suggestions herein made will effect :— ’

Baranius proposed to be abelished.

Name. j Office, } Address. Annual Salary.
£ s d
G Gh Benson L, Inspector ...oon i Clyde River............ccooovn 240 0 O
) Thos, Mulhall .. -« Assistant Inspector ........... i Sydney.....oooonn . 150 0 O
s q - H, W. C. Windeyer 4 Acting Assistant Inspector ........| Port Macquarie ... 108 0 O
Jus. Massingham ... o] Boatman ... Clarence River W08 0 0
; Thos. Lamai............ P, Acting Assistant Inspecbor ......... Port Stephens... " 20 0 0
Hight Acting Assistant Inspecters at pilot stations, &e., at £20 per anbum. .../ niciiene 166 0 0
T'o this amonnt I add the total of snlaries in the elerical staff, also proposed to be dizpensed with ...... 313 0 0
Total . 00
R e Less salary required for Travelling Inspector 00
Total saving o 0
Sinc;a Vwriting this report I have learned that an extensive fishery, with direct steam communication with Sydney,
F: is about to be established at Cape Hawke. This will require oversisht, and in that case it will be necessary to keep
Inspector Gyler in his present position, and o retain J. Massingham, the present boatman at the Clavence River;
stationing him at Lake Macquarie. : -

I saw Massingbair: when ab the Clarence, and formed the opinion that he is an active and intelligent officer.
If it he decided to adopt this suggestion the contemplated saving in expenditure vill be reduced by £108..
- 29 February, 1885, LINDSAY THOMPSON.

S ————— )

[To Evidence qf‘_Dr.. Coz.]
A2

The (lommissioners of Fisheries for Now South Wales recommend to the Colonial Secretary the folluwiny Bill, providing for the
development and vegulation of the Fisheries and the presérvation and cultwre of Oysters, with the view fo ifs being passed
into law in Hew of the * Fisheries Aet 1881.7

46 Vicrokia, 1833, -
A BILL to provide for the development and regulation of the Fisheries and the preservation and culture of Oysters.

WaEREAs the existing Statute Law is insufficient to preserve from exhausbion the natural supplies of marine and other Preamble.
edible Fishes and 1t is expedient that such law should be repealed and that more effective measures shoald be adopted to -~
E: check the wanton or unnecessary destruction of immature fish and oysters and to prevent the disturbance of the various
uurseries and breeding-grounds during certain months of the year as well as that greater facilities should be given for the
establishment of artificial oyster-beds and more effective means he supplied for the preservation and development of natural
oyster-beds  And it is also expedient in ordler to carry ont these and the several purposes herein seb forth and to establish
a better system of protecting and regulating the said Fisheries that 4 central and local Boards of Control should be created
; ¢lothed with the powers and daties hereinafter declared Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Jouncil and Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
i assembled and by the authority of the same as follows :—

Preliminary Provisions— Appointment of Commissioners d:c.

‘ 1. This Act may be cited for all purpeses as the ¢ Fisheries and Oyster Culture Act 1883 7 and its provisions are Short title and
i . areanged in the order and comprise the subjects following viz. - ﬂ‘r?ngeineﬁt of
. o A

Preliminary Provisions—A ppointment of Commissioners dc.—ss.
Pare L.—Net ond Line Fisheries—ss.
PaART IT.—Oyster Fisheries—ss.
Parr 1. —Private Fisherics— ss.
Parr IV, —Legal Procedure— Miscellancous—se.
SOHEDULES,

é 2. In this Act unless the context requires a different meaning the following words within inverted commas shall bear Interpretation ol
1 the respective meanings heveby assigned to them :— terma.

‘¢ Fish *—Al or any of the varieties of marine or fresh-water fishes enumerated in the First Schedule hereto.

“ Oyster”—FEvery kind of edible oyster and the spat brood and ware thereof.

¢ Lobater”—The salt-water erayfish commonly caIllled “ lobster,”

‘¢ Crayfish” —The fresh-water cragfish or Murray River lobster.

* Crab”—Any edible erpstaces not including prawns shrimps lobsters or crayfish.

‘‘Governor”—The Governor with the advice of the Executive Couneil,

¢ Commissioners”—The Commissioners of Fisheries appointed under this Act.

U : 4+ Bhore”—The porfion of Crown lands situate between high and low water mark. : :
. ) ¢t Bunt""—~The middle portion of a seine or hauling or garfish net between the wings but not being more than one-third
e of the whole length of such net.

# Wing”-—The portion of a seine or hanling net on each side of the bunt.
¢ Mesh of net”—The distance from knot to knot measured diagonally from cork to Tead line the net being wetted and
stretehed and prepaved for use in accordance with the regulations. .
“ Legsee” includes every assignee or sub-lessee.
“* Boat” includes dgny vessel or punt of any description whatscever.
‘¢ Steamboat”—-Any ordinary boat propelled by steam, . .
* Tidal Waters” _All waters which ebb and flow over Crown lands within the territorial jurisdiction of the Crown in
) New South Wales and every lake and lagoon in the said Colony ordinarily subject o the influence of the tides
{although the communication with the sea may for the time be closed) the soil or bed whereof iz the property of
. . __the Crown together with in each case the soil of such Crown lands. ’
. - ) “ Natural Oyster-bed ”—Any shore bank bed or place of depesit in any tidal waters wherein oysters which have not
N " heen Inid dowh by artificial means are or shall be found. - o : ‘
1 * Jnstice”—Any Justice of the Peace. ’ o
- “* Inspector’ includss Sub-Tnspecter or Assistant Inspector of Fisheries.
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3. The Act twenty-cighth Victoria number ten intituled ¢ An Act fo profect the Fisheries of New South Wales™ tlie
Act thirky-frst Vieforia number ten intituled ' An det fo amend the Fiskeries Aot of 18657 the Act thirty-first Victoria
number twenty intituled ¢ An Act o reyulate Oyster Fisheries and to engourage the formation of Oyster-beds™ the Act
forty-fourth Vietoria number twenty-six intituled © An Acé to provide for the development and vegulation of the Fisheries of
the Uolony ™ and g0 muel: of the thirty-cighth section of the * Lands Act Amendment Act 1875 as empowers the Governor
in Council to grant leases of Crown Lands for the purpose of a fishery are hereby repealed but without prejudice to the past
operation of or to any right lawfally created offence committed or penalty incwrred under any of the said Acts.

4. The duty of protecting developing and regulating the Public Fisheries of New South Wales shall be vested in five
Commissioners to be called tlre ** Commissioners of Fisheries” who by that name shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a comnion seal with power to hold real and personal estate and to sue and be sued and to talke and be the
subject of all legal proceedings by such name  And the duties pewer and authority of the said Commissioners shall extend
to the territorial limits of the Celony such body corporate shall be composed of five persons o be appointed by the Governor
by Commission under the Great Seal each of whom shafl hold office for the term of five years from the date of his appoins-
ment unless his office become vacant in the meantime by death or resignation but subject nevertheless to removal by the
like authority but any Commissioner may be reappointed after the expiration of his term of office The Governor shall
either by the oripinal Comimnission or otherwise as to him scems proper appoint one of the Commissioners to be President
and the.I’resldent or in his absence one of the Commissioners appointed from time to time by the meeting shall proside at
all meetings and ab any voting shail have an original as well as {in cascs of equality of voles) a casting vote any three
Commissioners shall be a quoram. .

6. It shall be Jawful for the (Fovernor on the recommendation of the Commissioners to appoint local Boards also so
many Inspectors Sub-Inspectors or Assistant-Inspectors of Fisherios and other officers as they may think necessary for the
purposes of this Act and to assign to all suck officers such salaries as they may think fit And all guch officers shall act
under the eontrol and divection of and be responsible for the due performance of their duties to the Commissioners.

6. It shall also be lawful for the Commissioners with the consent of the Governor to appoint any officer of Cnstoms
or officer in the Department of the Marine Board stationed ab any outport or pilot station on the coast of the Colony or
other person to act as an assistant Inspector of Fisheries at such outport or station and for such extent of waters as may le
p!a,ce_d under his supervision All such assistant Inspectors shall earry out the directions of the Cominissioners so far as
practicable to the best of their ability and shall acf in concert with the Inspectors and shall be paid such sums in addition
to their ordinary salaries (if any) as the Commissioners may appoint.

7. Al Police Magistrates and all members of the Police Force shall within their respective districts be and have the
powers and authorities of Inspectors of Fisheries ex officio.

The Governor hy proclamation in the Guzette may define the various Fisheries of the Colony situated in any tidal
waters and distribute the same into divisions as recommended by the Commissioners And each of such divisions shall be
placed afider the supervision of one or more Inspectors or Sub-Inspectors as the Commissioners may decide Provided
always that the Governor on the recommendation of the Commissioners may by = like proclamation from time to time
reseind any such definition and alter the boundaries of any such division or subdivide the same.

9. The Governor on the recommendation of the Commissioners may from time to time make such orders rales and
regulations as shall be found expedient for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Act and may impose and
prescribe such other provisions for the development and regulation of the Fisheries and the preservation and eulbure of
Oysters as he may deem necessary And it shall be lawful for the Governer to impose a penalty not cxceeding in any one
case the sam of twenty pounds for the bresch of any such rules orders regulations or provisions And all such rules orders
regulations and provisions shall on publication ia the Gazeltz be and have the full forceof law Provided always that a copy
thereof shall be laid with all convenient despatch before ParHament if then sitting or if nob then in session within ono
calendar month after the commencement of its next session.

Parz I,

Net and Line Fisherics.

10. It shall be lawful for the Cominissioners to declare by notice in the Gazette that any specified tidal waters shall
be exempted from net-fishing from time to time as they may think fit The fisheries in all such tidal wabers so specified
shall be termed * Close Fisheries  and the periods darving which the same are so exempt from net-fishing ¢ Close periods ™
Provided abways that it shall be lawful for the Commissioners in like manner to rescind or vary any such periods,

11. Every seine or banling net when used for the purpose of catehing or enclosing fish in tidal waters shall be deemed
to be an unlawfal net whenever or wherever so used if the mesh of such net shall measure diagonally when prepared for
use wetted and stretched in accordance with the regulations less than two inches and one quarter in the bunt which shall
not exceed fifty fathoms in length or three inches in the wings which in like manner shall not exceed in length seventy-five
fathoms each or if the same when cast and shot shell enciose a space measuring more than four hundred yards along the
corhs from one end of such net to the other unless such net be a bond fide gar-fish or prawn-net and used for catehing gar-
fish or prawns only (as the case may he).

12. No net shall be deemed to he a bond ffide gar-fish neb of which the bunt exceeds thirty fathoms in length or has a
mesh less than oue and a quarter inch ascertained in the nsual manner but such gar-fish net shall have on each side of the
bunt a wing hung on the same cork and Iead lines not longer than the bant of such net and of which the mesh shall not be
less than two inches,

13. No uet shall be deemed to be » bond fide prawn-net which exceeds fifteen fathoms in length or of which the mesh
is less than one inch ascertained as aferesaid,

14, No net will be permitted o be used as a meshing net the mesh of whiclh is less than three and one half inches
ascertained as aforesaid and the length of which exceeds sixty fathoms.

: 15. Any two or more nets placed behind or near to each other in such a manner as to diminish the mesh or means of
escape for enclosed fish shall be deemed to be an unlawful pet.

16. The setfing of any net of a less mesh than four inches by the process known as “ stalling ” whereby a net is
staked or set across any tidal wabers is hereby declared to he illegal.

17.. The provisions of the foregoing sections as regards size of mosh and length of net shall not apply to the use of
drift nets or purse-seines in the open sea. :

18. Every net when nsed for the purpose of catchjug or enclosing fish in inland waters that is to say in any
river or creek not influenced by the tides or in any fresh-water lake lagoon or pond shall be deemed fo be an unlawful zet
if the mesh of such net shall measure diagonally when prepared for use wetted snd stretched in accordance with the
regulations less than four inches in any part thereof orif such net (whatever the size of the mesh) be staked fixed or sef
completely across any such river or creek  Provided always that nothing in this section contained shall apply to the owner
of the soil or bed of inland waters using or seiting a net within such waters to capture fish for breeding purposes or for
stocking a fishery or for his own consumption only.

. 19. If any person thall in any close fishery during any close period place shoot cast or haul any fishing-net whatever
or stake fix or set any such net for the purpose of catehing taking or enclosing any fish enumerated in the First Schedule
hereto or in such manner that any such fish might be caught or taken thereby such person shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding £ty pounds and not less than en pounds And every person aiding or assisting in the shooting casting or
hanting of any such net or being in any boat from which any such net shall be shot cast or hauled in contravention of the
provisions of this section shall incur a ke penalty And every person convicted under this section shall if holding a
license under this Part be deemed by conviction to have forfeited his license And all fish taken in violation of the pro-
visions of - this section together with all fishing nets wsed for the purpose of taking the same shall be forfeited to Her
Majesty and shall be disposed of as provided by the Regnlations Any inspector constable or officer of Police may with or
without warrant apprehend and take before one or more Justices any person found offending against the provisions of this
section to be dealt with as hereinafter provided and may in like manner seize every such net.

20. If any ];l]ezson shall cateh or aftempt to eateh any fish by casting hauling or shooting any net having a mesh or
length less than the said respective dimensions of the several kinds of nets heréinbefore deserived for the seine or hauling
gar-fish prawn or meshing nets or -nets for inland waters such person shall for the first offence bie liable to a penalty.not
exceeding five pounds and not less than two ponnds gad for a second or subsequent offence to a penalty not exceeding
twrerdy and notb less than fze pounds, - " . .
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R 21. The Justices shall in every case where an offender is convieted under any of the preceding sections order all
unlawinl nets nsed by or found jn the possession of such offender to be forfeited to Her Majesty.

22, 1f any person shall sell or consign or expose for sale ar have in his possession or on his premises any fish of any Prohibition
of the species mentioned in the Second Schedule Lereto of a less weight than that set opposite the name of such fish in such g‘gﬂi';;t'é‘;kgghor
Schedule or prescribed by any regulation Le shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fwo pounds for the first offence and ypger’sive,
for the second or any subsequent offence to a penalty not exceeding. five pounds and not less than fwe pounds And all
such under-weight fish together with all other fish found in the same basket or other receptacle or exposed on the same
table or stand or found in the same boat carb or vessel with such under-weight fish shall be forfeited and be disposed of in
aceordance with the regulations And any Iuspector officer of pelice or person authorized in writing by him may seize any
fish which wnder this seetion are liable to forfeiture aud take the same before any Justice who upon view thereof shall
declare whether or not such fish are under-weight and if he declare them to be so shall order them to be forfeited and to
be disposed of in accordance with the regulations The provisions of this section shall not apply to any Curator of a
Musenm or Zoological Collector holding a permit frem the Commissioners or to any owner of a private fishery in respect of
fish taken therefrom or to any person being in possession of fish for purposes of pisciculture or to any aboriginal taking or
heing in possession of fish for his own consumption but in every such case of exemption the proof thereof shall be upon the
defendant or person charged. ) -

23. All prawn-fishers and other persons eatching prawns shall in order to separate the marketable from the A]s t‘?] riddiing
unmarketable prawns riddle or scparate them but only in the waters where the same have been caught and in such a P
mananer as to permif the small prawns fo escape And if any prawa-fisher or person shall fail to comply with such
directions or shall riddle or separate any prawns after hoiling or cooking tlie same or when such prawns are dead shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds and not less than fwo pounds,

24, Tt shall not be lawful for any person to cateh or attempt to eatch prawns by means of a net or by any other Close season for
mode of capture during the months of June July August and September in any year in any tidal waters of or tributary to PEEDS I8 oo
the river Hunter or in any other tidal waters to which the Governor shall by proclamation in the Gazette declars the pro- -
vigions of this section to extend And if any person shall cateh or attempt to cateh any prawns in contravention of this
section in any such tidal waters he shall be liable to the like penalties as are provided by section twenty-one hereof. .

25. Every boat or steamboat used or intended to be used for the purpose of eatching for sale or engaged by hire for Licensing of
the purpose of catehing any of the varieties of fish whether marine or fresh-water enumerated in the First Schednle hereto fishing-bosts.
by net or line shall he licensed The fee for every such boat license shall be one pound for the former and five pounds for ‘
the latter which shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer at a proportionate raic to above according to date of application
and payment of snch fees shall cever the interval from the late of payment to the thirty-first day of December of the same
year.
26. Every person employed in catching for sale fish lobsters crabs or prawns in or upon any waters shall pay an Licenscs to be
annual license fee of ten shillings to the Colonial Treasuror Such fec shall be payable on the dates and according to the ‘&“‘ﬁe" out by
provisions expressed in the last preceding section. . lehermen.

27. If any person shall fake or attempt to take any fish whether by line or by net without holding a valid fisher- Penslty on un-
man's license or in a boat not licensed as aforesaid@ lie shall be lable for every such offence to & penalty not exceeding licensed persons
Jorty shillings Bt nothing in this section contained shall extend to persens on excursion seientific or pleasure parties Mg for sue.
fishing 1for purposes other than sale But in every such casc of exemption the proof thereof shail be npon the person
charged.

28, It shall not be lawful for any person by the explosion of dynamite or any explosive substance or by mesns of T":T":“dges &?'l
any poisonous or noxious thing to destroy or fake fish in any tidal or other waters in New South Wales and any person so not to be used.
offending shall for every such offence be liable to a penalfy not exceeding forty pounds and not less than few pounds But

nothing Terein contained shall apply to any person duly autherized Ly the Commissioners (tle proof whereof shall be on

him) to explode torpedoes or dynamite in any such watbers.

29, It any person without the anthority of the Comimissioners shall drive or place any stake log stone mooring or dpzxr:‘:ag&‘ilnfosmts
other thing whatever likely to damage a fishing-net if dragged over or against i% in any water whatever within the reach 3y plf,‘uing.g
of a seine of lawful length and if any damage shall be sustained by any lawtul fishing-net through coming into contact with cbstacles on
such stake log stone mooring or thing or if any person shall sail or drive a vessel or boat over any net legitimately sep wuling grounds,
for purposes of fishing snch person shall-he liable to & penalty not exceeding fen pounds and in addition shall pay such

compensation to the owner of such net as may be awarded by the adjudicating Justices,

30. Every persen who shall be found using a fishing-net of any kind whatscever in any waters shall on demand give Netiess to give
his trie name and residence to any Commissioner Inspeetor Justice officer of police or comstable and to any owner or PAmeond =
occupier of land bordering such waters or over which they cbb and flow And if any such person shall refuse or neglect t0 demanded.
comply v:rlif:h such demand or shell give a false or fictitions name or residence he shall be liable to 2 penalty not exceeding

ve ponnds. .
et 81. Any inspector officer of police ox constable and any person authorized in writing by any Justice of the Peace Senrch for and
may st any time enter any premiges or dwelling or go on bonrg any boat and search for and seize and take away any net ff;i:“"_}’uﬂf s
which has been used in contravention of the provisions of this Act or which is or is suspected to be of less dimensions in ne
the mesh or of a length not permitted by this Act or the regulations And every such seizure shall be at once reported to
the Commissioner who on being satisfied that the neb so seized has been used as aforesaid or is an unlawful net shall direct
the same to be taken before a Justice who may order it o be forfeited to Her Majesty. . .

32. Any person who shall commit any act in breach of or be guilty of any default or non-conplinnce with the require-
ments or prohibitions of any of the foregoing sections shall in every case where no penalty or forfeiture has been in such

" case provided be linble to a penalty not exceeding #en pounds and not less thar one pound,

Parr II.
Oyster Fisheries, - ‘

3% Charts or plants of all rivers inlets estuaries creeks and other oysfer-hearing waters ih New South Waley Plans of oyster- -
according to such scale and ih such manner as the Commissioners may direct shall be prepared as scon as practicable after Eoe%gﬂgmwitelg
the passing of this Act Aud the position and boundaries of all areas leased or lawfully oceupied nnder this Act shall from §,"¢ Provar®
time to time be charted thercon. -

34. All leases granted or promised to be pranted under the ** Oyster-beds Act of. 1868 hereby repealed shall he Vnhd_aatl]on of
deemed valid to all intents and purposes although such leases comprise natural oyster-beds or portions thereof Provided fg}'gg‘f’th?ses
always that it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to make regulations for the management of such natural oyster-beds «gyster-beds
during such leases and by such regulations to provide for the forfeiture of such leases if such regulations or any of them be Act'of 1868."
not eomplied with. g

35. Crown lands lying below high-water mark in any hay river estuary inlet lake or creek or in any tidal watbers Leases of Crown
may be leased by the Governor on the rccommendation of the Commissioners for the cultivation propagation and promotion %)Bé%‘isofl?li :?Jﬁ]‘"g
gencrally of the interests of the oyster fsheries of the Colony All such leases shall be subjeet to the following and such Fings:
other conditions and provisions as shall be decided on by the Commissioners from time to time— .

(1.} The boundaries of all lands so leased shall be determined by the Commissioners

(11.} The term for which any such lease may be granted shall not exceed fifteen or be less than ten years

(1r1,) The right to hold sach lease shall be determived by auction or tender and all oysters raised from land so leased
shall be subject to the seale of Royalties preseribed by the regulations to be approved of by the Commissioners

{xv.} Every such lease shall contain and be issued subject to' such conditions and provisions as may be prescribed by,
the regulations : . .

(v.} Occupation under leaze shall not ]%1;;9 any right or title to the lessee to form or.plant oyster-beds or layings on the
shore ntherwise than fucluded in his lease except for such purposes and during such times as may be preseribed by
the regnlationg ' : : .

{v1.} Every such leasé shall be in writing or partly printed and partly written and shall define as nearly as practicable
the position and boundaries of the land to be leased ) s

(it
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(vir.} Every such lease shall vest in the lessee his executors administrators and assigns the exclusive right during the
currency of the lease of laying and planting oysters and of dredging and taking oysters except for the purpose of
barning for lime in and from the oyster-bed subject always to the right of any inspector or authorized officer to
enter upon any land included in such lease and to test the condition of the Iayings by dredging or otherwise or for
any other anthorized purpose :

{(viir.) The Governor may if so recommended by the Commissioners aceept ab any time a surrender of any lease granted
under this section if if shall appear to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that oyster-culinre cannot be carried
on upen $he portion demised with any reasonable hope of success or where from any other reason the Commis-
sioners shall report in favour of such surrender

Every lease granted under the provisions of this section shall be subject to the provisions of the ninth section of the
¢ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.7

36. Before any such lease shall be granted the Comnissicners shall cause a notice of the application therefor to be
inserted in the Gazcése and in some newspaper circulating in the Police District within which the land applied foris sitnated
And any person may by memorial addressed to the Commissioners within thirty days after the date of such nofices pray
that the lease applied for be not granted on grounds considered objectionable Any memerial so presented shall be duly
inguired into and if the Commissioners think fif an Inspector shall be sent to visit and veport specially as to the site of the
proposed lease and the {ruth of the allegations contained in such memorial And no lease shzll be granted of any land if
the Commissioners shall be of opinion that such allegations ave sustained. r

37. It shall not be lawful for any person other than the lessee his agents servants and workimen within the limibs of
any oyster-bed or laying knowingly to do any of the following acts viz. :— :

(1) To take or mberfere in any way with any oysters on such bed or laying without the consent of the lessee or lawful
owner or occupier thereof

(1r.) To deposit any stone ballast rubbish or substance on such bed or laying

(111.) To dredge or drag with any implement upen or over such bed or laying unless by direction of the Commissioners
or the proper officer of the Department of Harbours and Rivers or the Marine Board and on payment of com-
pensation for damage done {if any) ’

{(1v.) To use any implement of fishing except & line and hook on such bed or laying

(v.) To place any implement or thing prejudicial or likely to be prejudicial to such bed or laying or to any oysters
thereon except for & lawful purpose of navigation or anchorage

{v1.} To disturb or injure in any manner except as lest aforesaid any such bed or Iaying or any oysters thereon

And if any person does any act in contravention of this section he shall be liable for the first offence to a penalty not
exceeding five pounds and for the second offence to a penalty not exceeding Zen nor less than five pounds and for a third or
subsequent offence fio a penalty of fwenty pounds And every such person shall also he liable to make due compensation to
the lessee for all damage snstained by such legsee by reason of sueh person’s unlawful act and in defanlt of payment the
same may be recovered by the lessee in any Courbt not incompetent by statute in respect to the amount or nature of the

. claim for compensation whether such first-mentioned person has been convicted of an offence under this section or not.
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" 38, If it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Uommissioners that any lessee has not within the périod of two years
from the date of his lease taken measures proper in the opinion of the Commissioners to carry into effect the coaditions of
such lease then it shall be lawful for them to recominend the revocation of the lease by the Governcr who shall have the
power to revoke the same aceordingly by notification in the Gazeffe And upon the publication of such notification all the
rights and privileges granted by such lease and the term thereby demised shall absolutely ceage and determine Provided
always that before making such recommendation the Commissioners shall cause a notice in writing stating their intention
to make such recommendation o be served on the lessee or person for the time being entitled to the lease or in case such
person cannob be found they shall cause such notice to be inserted as an advertisement aé least three times in a newspaper
circulating in the Police District nearest to the area leased and also to be published once in the Gazette And no such
recommendation shall be made until after the expiration of one calendar month from the service of such notice or from the
date of the last advertisement (whichever shall happen last) Leases of the land comprised within any such revoked leases
may be disposed of by public auction or otherwise if the Commissioners shall think fit and all such new leases shall be
subject to fhe provisions of section thirty-five of this Act,

39. It shall be lawful for the Commisstoners by notification in the Gazetts to declare that any portion of the shore
abutting on any tidal waters or that any portion of the bed of any estuary bay lake inlfef river or creek influenced by the
tides with or withoub any portion of the shore abutting thereon and being the property of the Crown shall be exempt from
the power of leasing conferred by this Act and if they think fit either by the same or by any subsequent notification to
declare that any such portion shall be a public oysber reserve Any such reserve may be revoked by the Commissioners by
a like notification.

40, The position of all areas under lease shall be distinetly defined by an officer appointed by the Commissioners,

41, Dredging licenses not transferable may be issued for a term of one year (but renewable-from year to year) bearing
date as from the first day of January and expiring on the thirty-firet day of December in each year FProvided that after
the thirtieth day of June in any year one moiety only of such fee shall be payable The fee for an annual license shall be
ten pounds to be paid im each case by the applieant to the Colonial Treasurer.

42, DPredging licenses isseed under the Jagt preceding section shall authorize the holder to dredge for and take oysters
in leased lands and in such waters and on such beds or places not under lease and at such tirmes as an inspector may appoint
and subject to all regnlations made under this Act. ‘

43. For every bag containing or reputed to contain not more than three bushels of oysters the owner shall pay to
Her Majesty a royalty to be defermined by regulation. .

44, If any person other than an inspector or person lawfully authorized in that behalf not being the holder of a
dredging Heense under this Act shall dredge for or otherwise fake from any. natural bed lessed land or abandoned lease or
laying as aforesaid any oysters or shall be found dredging for oysters within the limits of such bed leazed land or abandoned
lease or laying such persou shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fwenty pounds and not less than five pounds and all
oysters found 1n his possession shall be deemed to be oysters unlawfully taken by such person and shall on his conviction
be forfeited to the use of Her Majesty. . .

45. The inspector of each district shall keep a register in which shall be entered the name and registered number of
every holder of a dredging-license who shall dredge for oysters within such district And every such holdér shall register
his name and nomber of the boat to which he belongs with such inspector and the same shall be painted in white letters not
less than three inches long on a black ground on the quarbers of every boab or vessel-—heremn termed oyster-dredger—
employed by such helder in dredging for oysters Hvery person who shall at any ime dredge for or take or affempt to
take oysters on any such bed or laying as aforesaid in any boat or vessel not marked in accordance with the requifements
of this section shall for every such offence be liable t0 a penalty not exceeding ten poinds.

48. fvery person dealing in or selling oysters whether wholesale or by retail shall for each place of business fake out
an annual leense for each of which he shall pay a fee of five pounds Such license shall entitle the holder to sell and dispose
of oysters in any one part of New South Wales during the year commencing on the first day of January and ending on the
thirty-first day of December and shall be renewed annually by a like payment within tourteen days after the first-mentioned

.day Provided that on applications for licenses made after the thirtieth day of Jupe in any year one moiety only of such
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license fee shall be payable Such licenses may be granted by the Commissioners or by any police magistrate and the fee
shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer And every person who shall deal in or sell oysters without holding a license under
this section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fwenfy pounds and not less than five t_g(;unds.

47. All oysters within the limits of any land comprised in any lease granted under this Act or being within the limits
of a private fishery under this Act shall be the absolute property of the lessee or owner of such private fishery respectively
and shall for all purposes whatsoever be deemed fo be in the actual possession of such lessee or owner And all oysters
removed without ldwiul authority by any person from any land so Ieased or from any such fishery or laying shall be deemed
to be the property of sach lessee or owner and he shall be deemed to have the right to the possession thereof for all purposes
whatsoever Oysters on a natural oyster-bed or public oyster-reserve shzll be deemed to be and continue (until lawfully
removed therefrom) the property of Her Majesty. :

48. Every person who shall gather or burn live oysters for the purpose of converting the shells into lime whether he
be the holder of & lease or license under this Act or not shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceéding

ty pounds.
Jifty Ij _ 49.
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49. No person shall dredge for or take oysters at any time between sunset and sunrise (except an owner upon his 3&%;2%%223};2&;

private oyster fishery) under a penalty for every offence nob exceeding twenty pounds - And if such person be a lessee oT gynet and sun. -
licensee nwnder this Act his lease or license may be cancelled by the Commissioners. : . rise, . ’

50. All oysters shipped on board any vessel shall be placed in bags branded in accordance with the regulations And grovisions for
the master of every vessel on board which oysters are shipped shall enter the same in the manifest stating the quantity sea-carringe of
and the name of the consignor and consignee and report the same to an officer of the Customs And any oysters carried in oysters.
any vessel in contravention of this section may be seized by an inspector officer of Customs or of polics and furfeited to
Her Majesty And every such master who shall fail to comply with any of the requirements of this section shall be liahle
t0 a penalty of not less than ¢en pounds. ’

51. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners on report that the whole or any portion of a natural oyster-bed or that W];?é‘r_’ll)';td“sml
any group of oyster-hbeds has by over-dredging or from any ether cause been reduced fo such a state that the further T elssod. mey
dredging of oysters from such bed or heds onght to be suspended o prohibit by notice m the Gazette for any term not
exceeding three years the dredging or taking.of oysters from such bed or beds or portion thereof as may be deseribed in
such notice by any persons whosoever other than an inspector or person anthorized by him or by the Commissioners.

52. If any person shall without lawful authority—the proof of which shall lie on him-—at any time during the period
mentioned in such notice take or dredge oysters from any natural oyster-bed or portion thereof deseribed in such notice
such person shall be liable te a penalfy not exceoding fwenty pounds nor less than fve pounds  And all oysters and the
bags containing them together with all dredging appHanees found in the possession of any person so offending may beseized
and upon convietion of the offender shall be forfeifed to Her Majesty.

Part IIT.
Private Fisheries.

53. Any person entitled to an estate of freshold in possession in any land and any lessee of land with the consent in Pri\'atg ﬁBhf;;EcB
writing of the reversioner (which consent such reversiomer is hereby authorized to give) may apply in writing to the ]Ii"s"]‘f:edl o estab-
Comrnissioners for a license to establish a private fishery in or over any part of such land. .

54. The applicant for any such license shall state in his application the nature of his estate or interest in such land Particulars to b
and shall describe the area in and over which he proposes to establish his fishery the purpose cr purposes for which such gﬁﬁdhlp’ 3’5&
license i5 desired the mode (if any) in which he proposes to admis in and over such area the sea or any tidal waters the geperies P
distance between high-water-mark and the point at which the admission of sueh waters has heen or js to be effected the
position of such area with reference to any harbour river czeek bay inlet lake arm of $he sea or part of the coast in or near
the shore or bank of which such area is situated And such application shall be accompanied by an explanatory plan or
tracing and by any other particulars which the Commissioners may require. . Report on applis

55. Such application together with all plans and documents aceompanying it shall be referred by the Commissioners cation.
to any officers whom they may think fit to conault to report whether any rights of the Orown or the public are likely to be
prejudiced or injuriously affected by any work in connection with the proposed fishery And such officers are hereby
required to furnish such reports to the Commissioners within sixty days from date of reference. . ‘

56, Upon the receipt of such reports it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to refuse such license absolutely or E’ I?;‘:i_‘;mtgﬁ"c:ﬂe
to grant it in terms of sueh application or with such medifications thereof and subject to such conditions as they may think .
fit; all of which shall until revoked be binding on the grantee and his successors in title in respect of the area over which
such Heense extends, : ’ : . Revocation of

57. Any license so granted may be revoked by the Commissioners at any time if they shall be of opinion that the 3 L &

conditions therein expressed or any other terms of the grant have not been faithfully complied with. Cirant &, Wh
58. The grant and the revocation of any such Heense ghall severally ake effect upon notification in the Gazette JSinc oftect.
Provided that there shall upon every such grant be paid to the Colonial Treasurer the sum of fen pounds. Officer.
59, The grant of a license for a private fishery shall have the effect— Legal effect of,

(r.) Of vesting in the grantee and his successors in title to the ares described in the license and as appurtenant to such icense,
area the exclusive right during the continuance thereof of stocking such area with fish of any kind whatsoever
{including oysters lobsters crabs prawns shrimps whelks cockles mussels and any other varieties of crustaceans or
molluses) and of faking therefrom any such fish and their shells

(1r.) Of vesting the property (at law or in equity) in any such fish while the same are within the limits of such avea in
such grantee and hig successorg in title any rule of law to the confrary notwithstanding .

* (111} Of vesting in such grantee and successors the right to the influx and efflux of the tide Into and over the aforesaid
area by such means of admission as the license provides and in case the license provides no such means or the
same are doubtful then by cutting a trench or passage through or Iaying one or more pipes under the shore Also
a right to construct a stuice 30 as to permit the tide to ebb and flow into and from such area

{rv.) Of vesting in ench grantee and successors a right to enter upon the shore where the works for the admission of
tidal waters are situated and to repair such works stopping the traffic thereover (if necessary) for any period nok
exceeding seven days in any one year in order to repair or renew the same . .

{v.} Of abrogating any rule of law 50 far as it might be held to confer any public right-of-way or of navigation on and
over such area or sny public right of fishing for or taking fish by nets lines or other appliances whatsoever in or
upon such area ’ .

In the case of a grant to a lessee the reversioner and in the case of agrant to a tenant for life or pror aufre vie the remainder-
man shall with reference to the lessee tenant for life or pur aufre vie respectively be included under the expression
¢ Buceessor in title,” .

60. No trench or passage through the shore for the purpose of permitting the tide to ebb and flow to and from such El{i‘.’imm“ for
area shall at any point exceed a width of twelve feet and every such trench or passage shall at the cost of the licensee or 0% 2™
his successors in title be bridged by such a substantial bridge or means of crossing as the license shall preseribe or (if none ’
shall be so prescribed) as the Commissioners shall determine ~And every such bridge or crossing shall be maintained in
good order and repair by such leensee or successors and shall in every case be furnished with substantial handrails on
either side and be not less than twelve feet wide between the rails. .

: 61. In places where at low tides large flats are left uncovered by water or where any land subject to overflow by the dTﬁrms 5‘;“1’} con-
tide belongs to the applicant or where the land of the applicant abuts en or is in the vicinity of some tidal creek from which Thun tobe - -
it is proposed {o admit the water the terms and conditions of the license (excepi the sum to be paid for such license) may modified.
be modified by the Commissioners so as, to suit the special circumsatances of the Iocality. ‘

62, The limits of a private fishery shall in every case be marked by substantial stakes placed at a distance not
exeeeding fifty yards from one another or {where such staking is not reasonably practicable) in sucﬁ manner as the regula-
tions ghall preseribe  But in any proceedings taken by the owner of such fishery for larceny or any offence or matter under
this Act it shall not be necessary for him to prove that the requirements of this section have been duly complied with,

Marking limits of
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Parr IV,
Legal Procedure—Miscellaneous.”

63. All offences penalties and forfeitures under this Act or any regulation made thereunder may be heard deter. Provedure.
mined and recovered and all proceedings therefor may be taken in a summary way by and in the name of any inspector

_or by and in the name of any person authorized by the.Commissioners before any two or more Justices in pursuance of the

provisions of the Acts regulating summary convictions before Justices and every defendant shall be a competent witness in
his own cise Provided that if any person shall be adjudged to pay any sum by way of penalty or otherwise the
adjudicating Justices shall order.such sum to be paid {together with costs to be fixed by the said Fustices) either forthwith
or within such period as the suid Justices shall appoint and if such sum and costs {if any) shall not be paid at the time so
appointed fhe same shall be levied by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels and for want of sufficient
digbress or in the discretion of such Justices without any such distress such offender may be imprisoned with or without
hard Jabour for any term not exceeding three calendar months unless such sum be gooner paid. 4
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Arpabriation 64, The zmount of every penalty fine or forfeiture recovered under this Act shall be paid ene tnoiety to the informer
or prosecutor and the other moiety to the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
Appeal, 65, Any person aggrieved by any conviction order or adjudication of Justices under this Act may appeal therefrom

to the next Court of Quarter Sessions holden in the district in which the subject matter of the appeal arose unless such
Sessions shall be held within fourteen days from the date of such conviction order or adjudication and in that case to the
Court of Quarter Sessions then next following And suck Court shall have power to hear and determine the matter in a
summary way in accordance with the Acts in force regulating appeals from summary convictions And the decision of such
Court shall be final and conclusive Provided always that the appellant shall have given written notice seven days at least
before the hearing of the appeal of his intention to appeal and stating the grounds thereof to the or one of the adjudicating
Justices and to the prosecutor and provided that suck appellant shall also pay into the hands of such Justice the full amount
of any penalty or sum awarded against him together with costs within twenty-four hours next after such convietion order
or adjudication and also enter into a bond with two sureties approved by such Justice conditioned to prosecute such appeal
with effect and to abide the event thereof and to pay the full ameunt of all coste which may be award%d against him.

A lting &e. . .
i,,s;?;lb;{;gunf, . G6. Any person who shall assault resist or obstruct or encourage amy other person to assault resist or obstruct any
othets in execu- Inspeclor assistant inspector constable officer or other person whomsoever in the execution of his duty under this Act shall
5102 of their tneur a penalty not exceeding ffty pounds nor less then fen pounds or beliable to imprisonment not exceeding six calendar

ey months  And the adjudicating Justices may in addition to any such penalty orvder a sufficient sum to be paid by the

offender to cover any damage or injury sustained by the person so assaulted resisted or obstructed which sum shall be
recoverable in the saue manner as a penalty vnder this Act.
Uffcﬂ‘;ﬁfs may be 67. Any inspector of fisheries or member of the police force may withh or without warrant seize any net dredge or
%K%}‘;%mnded““d other implement of fishing which any person found offending against any of the provisions of this Act may then be uvsing
’ and may also with or withont warrant apprehend and lodge with the gaoler or person in charge of any gaol watch-house
lock-up or police station any person found offending against any of the provisions of this Aet who on demand made shall
refase o give his true name and address but dny Juséice or subject to the conditions preseribed by the regulations any such
gaoler or person in charge inay liberate any person so lodged in custody on such person entering into a recognizance {with or
without sureties) in the sum of twenty pounds conditioned for his appearance before two ar more Justices a6 & day and place
i to be therein mentioned. )
{:;‘:r'ic: e b 68. Any Justice of the Peace upon an information on oath that there is probable canse to suspect any breach of the
1o enter snee " provisions of this Act or of any regulation thereunder to have been committed may by warrant under his hand and seal
pected places.  anthorize and empower any Inspector of Customs or Police or any officer to enter any dwelling-house or premises or vessel
or boat whatsoever for the purpose of searching for and seizing any unlawful net dredge implement or engine or any fish or
) oysters talcen in eontravention of this Act or any proclamation or regulation thereunder,

Police 50 aid and 69. All members of the police force and all persons employed in the department of the Marine Board the Customs or
assist inspecters: Harbaurs and Rivers if called upon to aid and assist any inspector or other officer in the execution of any power or authority
' vested in him by this Act are hereby authorized and required to ald and assist such inspector or officer in the lawful

exercise of any such power or authority. : :
Larceny from 70, Whenever.a person shall be charged with larceny of oysters from any oyster-bed lease or laying which may be
3';'{';%‘;'_"5;‘(; .contiguous o another or others it shall be sufficient in alleging and proving the place from which such oysters were stolen
: to allege and prove that such oysters were stolen from oneor other of such contiguous beds leases or layings and that the

. same helonged to and were in the lawful possession of one or other of the lessees or owners thereof, -

That Wstru- 71. The production of any of the undermentioned documents writings or publications shall be conclusive evidence
monts €. 40 be .in all Courts 4s to the several matters contained therein and in the case of a lease promise of lease or license that the same

evidence. . .
was duly issued viz. :— -

(1.} A lease or promise of lease or a copy thereof bearing the commnion seal of the Commissioners,

(1.} Any license or & copy thereof hearing the like seal,

{riL) A copy of the GQuzetée containing any regulation or notification purporting to be made under this Act,
Search for and 72, All fish or oysters of which the taking possession exposure for sale consignment or purchase for sale is prohibited
z"‘:&‘;‘;‘d fish or )y this Act may be searched for seized condemned and dealt with according to law by any inspector or by any person

o holding the written authority of the Commissioners or of any Justice or any search warrant under the hand and seal of any
. Justice or authorized by any regulation under this Act,

Operation of Act. 73. This Act shall come Into force on the sixtieth day after ite passing,
Report by Com- 74. The Commissioners shall on or before the thirty-firzst day of December in every year report to the Minister
missioners. charged with the administration of this Act as to the state of the fisheries in the several divisions thereof and such report

shali be laid before both Houses of Pariament The Commissioners shall also furnish {o the said Minister such reports
_ mcconnts plans vouchers and documents relating to any Act or mafter done by them or within their control or cognizance
ag he may by writing under his hand addressed fo the said Commissioners require The Commissioners shall iz all matters

be subject to the like control by the Governor as any Department of the Public Service.

SCHEDULES.

First SCHEDULE.
Marine Fishes.

Bream, : . Flounder.
Flathead. Sole.
Whiting, Mullet—
Tarwhine. - Sea [including the variety commonly known
Plackfish. . . a8 hard gut mullet].
Garfish. Flat-tail, .
Long Tom, Sand,
Pike, Travally,
Perch.

Fresh-water Fishes,
Murray Ced. Ordinary Fresh-water Perch,
Golden Perch or Yellow Belly, Black Perch,

Bilver Perch or Bream.

SEco¥D
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SECOND SCHEDULE,
Lawful Weights for Fish,

195

Description of Fish.

Weights in ounces avoirdupols,

Schnapper or Red Bream ...... S PR T 16 ounces.

Bream. (Black) .......cooceaun.
Tarwhine ........,
Blackfish ..... TUTEU P
" Rock-cod (Black or Red)
Gurnet . .
Flathead. e v i e e b beneeaean '
. Mullet—
. . Sea [including the variety commonly known as hard-gut nmllet]........
Harine. ... 0 * Flag-tail ...,.. g .............. YY .................................. !
Band .........
Whiting ....
Flounder,

OO0 Tt 5
M

i
=]

fa
Lok =) b O 0D e M R R
-

Lobster Salt-water or Crayfish ......... OO

[

Cod (or Murray Cod) oo coeveeniiieieiiaiirrre e b
Fresh-water ... Perch ..o e e e e

[To Evidence of Dr, C’om]
A3
Comuissiongrs of Fisheries for New South Wa.Ies, 1888 —_—
James C. Cox, M.D,, President.

E P Ra.msay, T.R.8.F., LLD., &c., &&. - A, Oliver, Esg., M.A,
J. B, Hi . 5. H. Hyam, Esq.

. H, Esq
Official Staff, 1888,
Lindsay G. Thompson, Secretary a.nd Chiet Inspector of Fisheries.
Edward J. Ellis, 1st Clerk, _ ¢, F, Hainsworth, Clerk,
J. A. O'Grady, Clerk. ) ) L. G, Mann, Draftsma.n.
C. D. 8t. Pinnock, Clerlk, ) L. ¥. Mapn, Draftsman.
J. D. Delany, Clerk. ) . Ww. Lannen, Messenger,
Thomas Temperley, Inspector for Northern Division of Fisheries.
George G. Benson - -Bouthern
" Andrew Gyler, Assistant Inspector of Fisherjes, Manning River,
Thomas Mulhall, s s Sydney.
Henry Curaz, . . Neweastle.
Peter Smith, . . Hawkesbury River,
Charles Gordon, " » Shoalhaven.
. H. Otway, s 1 Port Stephens.
William Boyd, ” » Lake Macquarie.
John B. Grant, ” as Botany and George’s River.
D. W. Benson, N 2 Take Ilawarra, -
Richard Seymour, 1 . Fish Market, Sydney.
W, N. Cain, 1 » Brisbane Water.
. W. Sm:t-hers, Eden.
‘William M*Gregor, Actmg Aggigtant Inspector of Fisheries, Tweed River,
Thomas Stewart, . " Bellinger River.
W. J. Whaites, s 2 Nambucca River.
John Jamieson, . - Macleay River.
A. H, Kendall, ' ' Cape Hawke.
H, W. C. Windeyer, »y - Port Macguarie.
Thomas Laman, 29 Vs Port Stephens Heads,
A, T. Black, ” " Broken Bay.
Bourne Russell, . 4 Twofold Bay.
Angus Sutherland, " . Moruya.
George Baker, s ' Sydney. .
Basil J. H. Scott, » Port Stephens, -

George Glading, Boatman, Sydney.
Richard HelImés I

Frank Aldrick, v Botany and George's River,
J. ¥, Hespe, ;s  Dateman’s Bay.
J. Massingham, s+ Clarence River,

F, Young, Engineer, Sydney.
Inland Waters.

Osborne Wilshive, Assistant Inspector of Fisherics, Deniliquin.
Frederick Nelson, Acting Inspector of Fisherics, Bung(.ndore, Lake George,

[Te
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[To Evidence of Dr. Cox.]

A 4,
SrarEMENT of Receipis and Exponditure.on aceount of the Department of Fisheries, New South Wales, from 1851 to 1888,
inclusive.
Year, Receipts Disburse- | yaqr Teceipts, Disburse-
. pLe. ments. . . ments
£ s d £ s d . £ & d £ sd
1881 | Receipts under Fishevies Act 1,564 8 6 1885 | Receipts under Fisheries Aet ......| 4,988 & 0
alaries .............. o ieeeaiaeas 911 12 2 Salaries. ... . iiavinanen Y P, 4,113 110
Contingencies ..............0 ... ... ... 576 15 3 Contingencios.. .ovuavveena] cieiiianis 1,568 ¥ 9
1;65¢ 8 6 1,488 ¥ § ) . 4,988 4 0 5621 9 7
1488 7 6 4958 4 0
Excess of recelpts over expenditure.. 66 1 1 Excess of exponditure over receiptel .......... 633 65 7
1882 | Receipts under Fisherles Act ......| 2,881 2 0 1886 | Receipts under Fisheries Aet ...... 7,037 810
NER o - Y 2,200 11 1 lari [ 5032 8 ¥
Contingencies .............. s 83215 6 Contingencies......... J 1,008 17 ©
9,651 4 O 8,083 6 7 7,087 S10| 6126 5 7
2651 2 0 8,126 5 7
Excess of expenditure over receipfs..| .......... 882 ¢ 7T Txeess of receipts over expenditure| 911 3 3
1833 | Receipts under Fisheries Act ...... 2,043 210 1887 | Reeeipts under Fisheries Act ...... 5427 8 0
15N EY o T A 2,888 111 728 T SRR S 410810 6
Contingeneies .............. reeaens 1,042 2 4 Contingenciet, . ..vuvvvaaran) wivacions 2,143 B 6
2,943, 2 10 3876 4 8 5427 8 0 6252 8 0
2,843 2 10 542T 8 0
Excess of expenditure ovey receipts.| .......... 932 1 6 Excess of expenditure over receipts] .......... 825 0 0
1884 | Receipts under Fisheries Act ......| 588 7 9 1888 | Receipts under Fisheries Act ...... 3,684 19 8
Salaries .......... J Y I 3144 0 0 Salariesd, . . .o.iiiiiiiiinn] ciiaeniaas 4,436 11 2
Contingencies ......ovciiais] seeeoioil. 2,087 15 7 Contingencies. . .....oovvn 2| svveriiians 1,828 17 7
5865 7 9 528115 7 ' 3,634 19 8 6,265 8 9
523115 7 2,634 19 8
Exeoss of reecipts over expenditure.. 633 12 2 Excess of expenditure over receipts] .......... 2,630 9 1
RECAPITULATION.
. d, £ s, d
Expenditure on account of 1851 5
Do do 1832 7
Do do 1585 3
Do - do 1884 7
Do do 1885 7
Do - do 1886 7
Do do 1887 0
Do do 1888 9

g——— 37,894 5 9

Receipts for 1881 .. . 8 6

Do 1882. 20

Do 1883, 210

Do 1884, 79

Do 1885, 4 0

Do 1886, 810

Do 1887. 8 0

Do 1888 19 8 :

34,102 1 7
Erxcess of expendifure over receipts ........... Jer st e v £3,792 4 2

[To Buvidence of Dr. Coz.]

. A 5. .
Sydney, 16 April, 1888,
I have the honor to inform. you that I, accompanied by Hellings and Glading, went up to Ryde Police Court on
Saturdsy, the 14th, for the purpose of prosecuting Thomas Gascoigne for fishing in closed waters. The case was called and
the information read to him. He pleaded guilty to the charge, but said he was not a fisherman, and had net had a license
for some time, and he was oply fishing to get a few to eaf. 1 said it mattered not as he was caught fishing in closed waters.
Thereupon the magistrate asked me it I had a written aathority to prosecute, and I showed him the Act and said it was
my authority ; also, I pointed out to him the Commissioner's minute, He asked me if I beld the same position as Mr,
Asgsistant Inspector Smith, whose case had been dismissed, and I replied by saying thab I held the position as Assistant
Inspector of the Home Division, Thereupon the three magistrates consulbeg together, and the chief one said it would nob
be fair to fine Mr, Gascoigne heavily when the men in Mr. Assistant Ingpector Smith’s case had been diswissed {which had
Just come on before mine) ; therefore he said he would fine Mr. Gascoigne 1s. and costs.
1 think this is very hard, after myself and men working day and night, to be treated in this manner. It appears
the fishermen have the privilege to do as they like with us, . I have, &e.,
THOMAS MULHALL,
To the Chief Inspector, —_— Assistant Inspector Fisheries,
Commissioner’s Minute —Read, 18/4/88, : '

Sir,

' Court-house, Ryde, 14 April, 1888
{(Before J. E. Manning, J.P., J, T. Rodd, J.P.)

Thomas Mulhall, Assistant Inspector of Fisheries, v. Thomas Gascoigne—hauling 2 net to take fish in closed waters,
on 28th March, 1888. Defendant pleaded guilty ; fined, 1s. ; costs, 45, 10d. Fine and costs paid.
JOHN X, MANNING, J.P.
J. T. RODD, J.B.

Sir,
[
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Sir, Sydne% 2 April, 1888,

I have the honor to inform you that on Thursday evemng, the 20th-March, I went np the Parramatia River,
accompanied by Hellings and Glading, and aboub 10 o’clock at night we canght My. Thomes Gascoigne, of Ryde, on the Flas
above Ryde, opposite Homebush, casting and hauling a meshing net in the closed tidal waters of New South Wales. -

T selzed the net and brought it on to Wootloomooloo, fwa.ltmg instructions from the Commlssmners The dimen-

aions of net, 60 fathoms long, 4 inch mesh.. I have, &e.,
. THOMAS MULHALL,

Asgist. Insp. Fisheries, Sydney.

Inquire why it is the ropes used were nob also seized.—4/4/88. Aseist.
Glascoigne fined

To the Chief Inspector.

Commissioners’ minute —Progecute.
Tnsp. Mulhall, for his information. —L.G.T., Secretary, B.C., Dcpartment of Fisheries, Sydney, 8/4/88.

1s. and costs.—T. Muruary, 14 Aprt] 1888,

Sydney, 30 April, 1888,
to Ryde on Saturday to the Court-house 0 have the net
The Magistrate there refused to econfiscate

have, &o.,
THOMAS MULHALL,
Asgist. Insp, Flsheries, Syduey.

Assist. Ingp. Muthall.—L.G.T.,

Sir, Co S
" Ihave the honor to inform you that I went up
confiscated (which I seized from Thomas Gascoigne on the 209th March Iast).
the net, saying the Commissioners had to do with it

To the Chief Inspector.

Commissioners” minute —Make another effort to get net confiscated.—2/5/88.

3/5/85.

ol Tn reference to the confiscation of this net T called to see Mr. Jeannerett three times, and on the last occasion I took
the Act with me, and he said he could not see anything in it to give them power to confiscate the net; also that the
Commissioners had to do with it, e promised to eall to see Mr. Thompson,—T. MourHALL, Assist, Insp of Fisheries,
Sydney, 23 May, 1888. Submitted, 31/5/89 Commiissioners’ minufe .—Sell the nets. w7[6/89

Prrwavries for net-fishing in eloged waters.
Fisheries Act, 1881.
Section 10.—Tenalty under section 10, not exceeding fifty pounds (£50}, and not less than ten pouuds (£10), for first offence

of fishin;
Section 18, %enalty under sechion 18, for first offence not exceeding ten pounds (£10).

Penalfy for second or any subsequent offence not exceeding twenty pounds (£20), and not iess than five pounds (£5).
istrates who tried the case Inspector Mulha]l o Gascoigne, fishing in closed waters :—J, E. Mapming, Isq.,

i
J. T, Rodcgl, Fsg. (Case tried 14 April, 1888,)

PARTICULARS of prosecutions against Thomas, Robert; and John Gascoigne for breaches of the * Fisheries Aet, 1881.”

Date. Prosecuting Officer. Name of Offender. Offence. Result of progecution.

Thomas Gascoigne | Having under-weight fish in his) Fined £2 and costs.

25 Sept., 1882 ...

Inspector Quinan ...

possession.

16 Jan., 1883 ... » .{ John Gascoigne ...... s ”» »
6 ,, 1883 .. yy ...{ Thomas Gascoigne ... » a " ’
14 April, 1888 ...| Tnspector Mulhall .., 2 ...| Fishing in closed waters ............] Fined 1s. and costs.
23 ,, 1888 ... Inspector Smithers,..| Robert Gascoigne ...| Using an illegal net ...| Dismissed.
28 ,, 1888 ... C " .| Fishing in closed waters ... ........ 1
-
(b Bridénce of Dr. Cox.]
. As.
ArPLICATIONS t0 leage Land for Oyster Culture by R. R, Armstrong and Sons.
Lense No. Name. Area. Locality. Deposit. Actéon, Rent due,
yards £ 5 d.
95 | B. R. Armstrong...,........... 1,000 | Port Stephens ...... { ﬁ}g:%%%gﬁ } B%‘;?i%itﬁég 18s. 4d.—
99 | L F M. Armstrong ......... 2,000 | Middle Harbour Nil Refused.

113 | R. R. Armstrong....... 1,500 | Hawkesbury . 5

120 | W. G. Armstrong 2,000 do 1

129 | B. C. ¥. Armstrong 2,000 | Middle Harbour »

148 | R. R. Armstrong... 400 | Hunter River ... »

153 | R. F. C. Armstrong - 500 do "

154 | L, F. M. Armstrong 400 do 1

156 | W. (. Armstrong 1,200 do ”

280 | R. R. Armstrong 2,000 | Port Hackmg ”

283 Do ... 1100 Botany .. e 2

405 Do 2,000 Wombuyn River...... ”

406 Do 2,000 . .| Cancelled, 3 May, "87.

407 | T. D. . Armstrong .. 2,000 do »

408 | L. F. M. Armstrong .. 2,000 do .

409 | 'W. G. Armstrong .... 2,000 do m

476 | R. B. Armstrong..... 1,600 | Hawkesbury ... 1

477 Do s 1,500 do . 33

502 Do 500 | Clyde River....... " 32

505 Do ... 400 | Port Stephens ......... >

524 | R. C. F. Armstrong 2,000 | George’s River ...... »

525 | W. G. Armstrong . 2,000 do . m

526 | R. R. Armstrong....., 2,000 do L 5

527 | L. B. M. Armstrong 2,000 do ... T

589 [ B. C. F. Armstrong ......... 200 | Betangabu Bay ...... 3

591 | R, R. -Armstrong...... 1,000 | Womboyn R:ver. 3

592 | L. F. M, Armstrong 200 do . »

693 | T. C, Armstrong .., 4 600 do ..| Refased.

594 | W. G Armsirong ............|. 600 do ... 1
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Loase No, Name. Area. i Locality, I Deposit. Action. Rent due.
yards. £ a8 d

733 | R, R. Armstrong.......oe.e.. 800 | Port Stepliens......... Nilvein Refused. :
1,004 Do ..l 900 do e BD5/185 L. Lease issued, 20/1/86...0 27 0 0
1,005 "Do 600 do o E£6— » . 28/1/86...f 18 00O
1,025 | W. G, Armstrong ... 400 do | £412/1/85 . Cancelled, 27/8/87.
1,081 Do 300 do . £34/2/85 ... "
1,082 | L. F. M, Armstrong ... 300 do Vi) B3 — 4, Ready to sign, 6/7/86...] 6 .0 ¢
1,130 Do 500 do eerevenns| EB—19/2/85 ... Cancelled, 27/8/87.
1,131 Do 300 do . £3-— L, o 2
1,129 | W, &, Armstrong 500 do v E— »
1,132 Do 100 do ] El— L »
1,133 | R. R. Armstrong...... o 100 do s £l ,, - Cancelled, 30/1/89.
1,134 Do 100 do e El— "
1,135 Do | 100 do e £l— L, -
1,233 Do 200 de e £221/4/35 ... Cancelled, 27/8/87.

(o Evidenee of Dr. Oox.]
AT ‘
Ta ﬂée President of the Fisheries Commission, - Sydney, 17 June, 1889,
1r, '

T have the honer to inform you (except in times of heavy weather) there has always been a good supply of fish
at the Waolloomooloo Fish-market ; so much so, in several instances the quantity has been rather greater than the demand,
and had to be sold at so cheap 2 rate not sufficient, I believe, to pay the expenses attached to them, and at other times had
t0 remain unsold in the fish-markes, and in the end had to be carted away as unfit for food.
I have, &¢.,

THOMAS MULHALL, .
: —— Assist, Insp. Fisheries, Sydney,
Rervry showing the total number of Baskets of Fish sold at the Sydney Fish-market in 1885, 1886, 1887, and 1888 ; also

the amount realized each year by the sale thereof. )

1585, —Number of baskets, 38,162} ; amount realized, £31,674 18s. 1d.

1886, — do 45,583 3 do £34,331 18s. 9d. s
1887.— do 81,275 ; do £31,594 3s. 3d.
1888.— do 54,867 ; do £37,775 6s. 11d.

Total number of baskets, 190,0173 ; total amouns realized by sale thereof, £135,376 7s.

RETURN showing the average weight of a Basket of Fish ; also the average number of Fish which make up a Basket :—
Garfish, whiting, bream, mullet :—Average weight per basket, 70 lb. ‘

The average number of fish {0 a basket ;—Qarfish, 25 dozens; whiting, 5} dozens ; brearns, 4 dozens of moderate size;
mullet (small), 7 dozens ; mullet (large), 24 dozens. ’ . )

w .
[0 Bvidence of Dr. Cor]
A8 ' :

Rrtury showing the number of Applications to lease shore for Oyster Culture made in 1883 and sﬁbse&uent years, . Also,
the number of Leases accepted by Applicants, and the number on which ren$ is paid te date ; and persons employed

in the Department. -
1883 | 1ses, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, ‘ 1580.
1. Applications for shore for oyster culture ....ooooovievannd 198 715 | 1,491 330 146 84 41
2. Applications nocepted by applicants .... 69 214 271 172 79 " 36 6
3. Leases on which rent is paid to date ..., 45 103 120 78 44 ) S IR
Number of persons employed in the Department— i ’

. Office P ............. pypa ..................... 3 6 7 8 § 8 6
Inspectors ........c..v., e 3 3 3 3 2 2 2
Assistant ingpectors........ 8 11 1l 12 13 13 13
Acting assistant inspectors ,. 9 12 11 10 11 H) 9
Boatmen ........ evreeean e 4 3 *6 7 7 7 6
Engineer...... 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
MesSEnger .ouciianiiverereinienesrreneraes etvtevenaerens 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Total i e 29 37 40 v 42 43 42 38

# Including 1 aboriginal,

[To Evidence of Dr. Con.]
A9

Comrararve Return showing the quantity of Fish brought to the Fish-market, Woolloomaolaa, and the price realized
therefor, from the st January to the 31at July of the years 1886 and 1887 :—

1886, . 1887, : REMARKS.
Number of baskets of Fish.......cvsrsreeran . 28,705 . T 82,028 - Tt will be observed that whilst the
Number of dozens of Fish ........... Sevirareas 2,076 . . 9,378 B supply shows an increazse of
' . 3,323 baskets, and 7,302 dozen,
i 1 there ia a decrease in the price
Amount realized at anetion ...... £ 20,692 19 9 - 18,563 17 3 . |.. realized of £2,120'2s, 6d.

Nore,—The heavy incrense in_the dozens of fish roceived in 1887 is cauyed by the largo number of sea-mullet caupht during -the months of
Aprit and May, viz,, in Aptil, 6,920 dozens, and ir May, 1,670 dozens—in all 7,990 dozens. .

{To

+
¥
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[Zo Evidence of Dr. Cox.]

A 10,

Reruny showing $he quantity of Fish brought to the Fish-market, Woolloomooloo, and the amount realized for sale Fhereof
during the years 1884, 1885, and 1886 :—-

1884, - 1885, 1586.

Number of baskets of Fish.......oovviiiiiiiiiees e 32,056 38,163 45,585

Number of dozens of Fish ..........cccoiivnune T 5,280 5,646 3,161
Amount realized at auetion ...l £ 30,116 17 1 30,780 0 © 34,331 18 9

' [To Evidence of Lindsay &, Thompson.]
BL

Propesed new Legislation for Regulation of Fisheries.
MEMORANDUM.

In furtherance of the Commissioner’s minute reguiring a report showing the amendments necessary in the existing fisheries
laws, I submit two Bills which I have prepared on the basis, and, as far s possible, after the lines of the present Acts.
found that the amendments and additions which exporience had suggested to me were so numerons and required such
careful and particular statement that T could not embody them in a report with much assurance that my meaning and
intention would be made clear and intelligibie beyond doubt, and this is my apology for exceeding the directions of the
minite by submitting Bills instead. -

I now proceed to explain and comment uwpon the Bills, showing section by section wherein they differ from the
existing statutes.

Section 1 defines the title, the Fisheries Rogulation Act, 1858, and the order and arrangement of the measure,

Section % embodies the interpretation of terms when used in the Bill, and regard bas been had to their adaptabiliby
for shortening the verbinge and giving preeise application to the intention of sections of the Act.

Section 3 provides for the repesl of the existing enactments, excepting Part IT (private fisheries) of the Fisheries Act,
1881, but including the recent measure—** An Act for the better preservation of fish in inland waters.” It will be found
that in the Bill now submitted every provision of that Act has been embodied, so that no reason exists for its retention on
the Statute-bools. ’ .

Section 4—*“Constitution of Fisheries Commission as a body eorporate”—stands the same as in the Fisheries Aot, 1881.

Section b provides for the appointment of officers. It differs only from section 5 in the present Act in so. far that it
provides that the Chief Inspector and the Secretsry shall be statutory appointments.

Section 6 confers on ail officers of police and constables the position of local Inspectors of Fisheries cx gfficio.

[Nore.——In view of the recont propesal to dispense as far ag possible with local Inspectors and to provide oversight
Irv means of a travelling Inspector, I have thought it desirable to expunge scetion 6 of the existing Act, which provides for
the appointment of Customs or Marinc Board officers as Ingpectors, as well as section 8, distributing the Fisheries into
Division. ] :
Section T takes power to make regulations. It is like section 9, Fisheries Act, cxcept that it provides for rewards for
capbure of sharks. _
. FarrI -

Net and Line Fisheries,

Secitons § and O define the several kinds of nets proposed to be used and the penalties for infringement. They take
in the provisions of sections 11, 12, and 13 of the Fisheries Act, but separately specify the meshes and dimensions of all the
nets therein named, and, in additien, provide for the use of a deep-water prawn-net and a sunken bag-net. I confess I am
not partial to either of thesc nets. T have ineluded them only in deference to the known desirve of certain fishermen to use
them ; and in limiting their length, providing ample mesh, and enacting that they shall terminate in a ring floating upright
in the water, I have had in view the purpose of making them as little destructive to young fish and fish food as possible,

Section 10—As to hanging of nets—is a new provision, 1t is the practice of the Greeks to hang their nets on
an equal length of line, the result being that as soon as the nets are subjected to a haunling strain the meshes close, and the
chanee of escape for small fish is very much diminished.

Section 11-—Waters not to be stalled—is in poaré a new provision. The Interception of the passage of fish by the
sebbing of brushwood is now practised in suitable erecks, and it scems desirable to legisiate against it.

Section 12—Two or more nets not to be set together.—This provision i3 very similar to one to be fommd in
section 1 of the existing Act, and the necessity for its retention is obvious. ’

Section 13—Penalties for having under-weight fish—is practically the same ns section 14 of the Fisheries Act,
the difference being that it excludes from the proviso of ** monapplieation ** persons having in possession fish nob intended
for sale. '
Section 14—Prawns to be riddled in their own waters only—is practically the same 238 section 15, Fisheriea Ack.

[NoTE.—Prawns having been included in the Schedule defining what under this Act are fish, the necessity for
retaining section 16, Fisheries Act, is avoided.}

Section 16—Proclamation of close fisheries—is simnilar o section 10, Fisheries Act, except that it gives direct power
to the Commissioners to exempt tidai and inland waters also from net-fishing, and line-fishing as well, when thought
neeessary. 1t seems desirable that the Commissioners should have this direct power, in ovder to aveid the delay of a
reference to the (Governor and Executive Council. ’

. Beetions 16 and 17—Closing wabers against fishingmets, and penalties for infringement—are in a measure equivalent
to sectiong 17 and 18, Fisheries Act, except that they embrace inland waters. They give wider power for closing, and
enact more stringent penalties, )

’ Seetion 15—Tersons not to have fresh cought fish or welted nets in_closed wabers--is a new provision suggested by
experience of the diffienlty in procuring the conviction of persons found fishing in ¢losed waters.

Section 19—Crew of seized boats to assist Inspectors—is also new, and snggested by experience. An Inspector when
single-handed has often been prevented by want of assistance from taking away a seized net o a place of safe custody.

Sections 20 and 2}-—Licensing of fishing boats and men—are similar to sections 19 and 20 of Fisheries Act, except thai
they provide against any sale of a boat carrying with it the transfer of the license; also that persons fishing in inland
waters shall be licensed.

Section 22—Penalty for fishing without alicense—is the same as section 21 of the Fisheries Act,

I have notamended this section, as I am not aware what views the Commissioners entertain in respect to it. My
own opinion js that the feeshonld be increased, and an attemps made to compel persons who go in chartered boats om
pleasure fishing excursions to contribute to the cost of protecting the fisherics from which they derive enjoyment, The
impesttion of a small fee would not create 2 hardship upon the individual, while it would provide a legitimate source of
revenue. If one person who has to earn Lis living by means of fishing be required to pay a fee, surely another whe follows
the pursuit as s pastime should not be exempted, .

: Section 23 1s new. Its object is to put-a check upon the joining of nets. It may be desirable to make fwo the Imib
number of nets which may be carried in one boat, ’ L.

’ Bections 24 and 25—Prohibiting use of dynamite and placing obstacles on hanling grounds—are very gimilar to
sections 22 and 23, Fisheries Act. ) . Section
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Section 28—For protection of fishermen netting-fish—is new, and is suggested by experience, )

Section 27—Netters to give name and residence—is like unto section 24, Fisheries Act, but the Iatter clause of it is
new, and suggested by experience. .

Section 28—Inspectors may search for and seize nets used in contravention of the Act—is equivalent to section 23,
Fiskeries Act. ‘

[WNorie.—It is not proposed to interfere with Part III, Fisheries Act {Private Fisherics), This part lias not so far
been availed of by the publie, but will doubtless be found of great value in future time.]

’ Parr 2,
Legal Procediere-— Miscelloncous.

Section 29— Procedure——is sindilar fo seckion 58, Fisheries Act, exeept that provision is made for offences committed in
any parh of the Metropolitan Police District being heard at auy one of the Courts in that distiiet ; this provision is essential,
not ouly in the convenience of the Department, but in the interests of the fishermen themselves, for their attorneys very
frequently set up the technical plea of *“no jurisdiction,” with the result that the cases have to be dismissed only to be
brought forward again o the advantage of none but the attorneys, who of coursc obtaing a sccond fee for a second
appearance.

I submif for consideration whether i% is desirable to vetain the provision that ** every defendant shall be a competent
witness in his own case ; 7 it is quite possible for unprineipled persons when obviously guilty to swear themselves out of
Ceurt through this provision,

Section 30— As to appropriation of penalties—is the same in substance as seetion 59, Fizheries Aet.

Section 31 —Appeal-—is gronnded upon section 60, Fisheries Act, except that it forces the appellant to notify his
intention to appeal within seven days from date of adjndication,

Section 32— Assoulting Inspectars—is a similar provision to that contaived in soction 61, Fisheries Act.

Sectian 33— Apprehension of offennders—is equivalent to seetion 62, Fisherics Act, excepd that it gives more ample o .
powers to Inspectors. '

Sections 3+ and 35--Justices to grant warrants to enter suspected places, and Cnstoms and Marine Board Officers to
ail Inspectors—are respectively similar to sections 63 and G4, Fisheries Act.

Sections 36, 37, and 39—Relating to instruments in evidence—search for and seizurc of fish— report by Commissioners—- Lo
are respectively alike unto sections 66, 67, and 69, Fisheries Ack.

Section 38—Penalty on breach of Act—is new, and is intended o cover omissions which may oceur in the passing of
this measure into law. )

The schedules to the Act have been amended so as to bring within the varieties of fish protected, the jew-fish, the
sampson-fish, the Lkingfish, the prawn, the lobster, the tench, and fish not indigenous to the Colony, which may Le
introduced, or be in any infand waters,

52° Vricrorra 1880, :
A BELL to provide for the development and regulation of the Fisheries of the Coleny.
WHEREAS the existing statute law is insufficient to preserve from exhaustion the vatural supplies of marine and other
edible fishes; and it is expedient that such law shonld be repealed, and that more effective measures should hbe
adopted to check the wanton or unnesessary destruction of immature fish, and to prevent the disturbance of the various
nurseries and breeding-grounds and to regulate the operation of fishermen : Be 1t therefore onacted by the Queen’s Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Conncil and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same as follows:— .

Preamble.

Preliminary Provisions—Appointiment of Cominissioners, dc.

Short title and 1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the “ Fisherles Regulation Act, 1880,” and its provisions are arranged
arangemont of in the order, and comprise the subjects following, viz :—
Aut, .. 4 . oo
Preliminary Provisions—Appointment of Commissioners, dc.—ss. 1-7,
Pany L-—Net and Line Fisheries—ys, 8-28.
Parr IL.—Legal Procedure— Miscelloneous—ss, 20-39,
SCHEDULES.

Tuterpretation 2, In this Act, unless the context requires a different meaning, the following words within inverted commas shall
terms. bear the respective meanings hereby assigned to them :—
““Gavernor ”—The Governor with the advice of the Executive Couneil.
¢ Commissioners ¥-—The Commissioners of Fisheries appointed under this or the repealed Act,
“ Pish ”—All or any of the varieties of marine or fresh water fishes enumerated in the First Schedule hercto ; also fish
not indigenoas to this Colony which may be introduced or be in any inland waters. i
¢ Lobster *—The crayfish commonly called ‘¢ lobster.” ‘
 Hauling grounds "—Any Crown land proclaimed as such for the purpose of netting fish.
 Bunt "—The middle portion of a general working garfish or bag-net, between the wings, but uut being more than
one-third of the lawful length of such respective nets.
¢ Wing "—The portion of a general working, gatfish, or bag-net, on each side of the bunt, hut not being more than the
respective Jawful length of the bunt of such nets.
‘¢ Boat”—Any vessel or punt of any deseription whatsoover.
““Tidal Waters™——All waters which ebb and flow over Crown ands, within the territorial jarisdiction of the Crown in
New South Wales, and every lake and lagoon in the said Colony ordinarily subject to the influence of the tides
(although the communication with the sea may for the fime be closed), the soil or bed whereof is the property of
the Crown ; together with, in each case, the soil of such Crown lands. .
““Inland Waters”—All rivers and creeks for that portion of their watercourse which is beyond the influence of the
tides ; also all fresh water lakes, lagoons, and pends,
*¢ Justice”—Any Justice of the Peace. - ) 1
‘¢ Inspector’—Inspectors or Sub-Inspectors of Fisheries, and Inspectors ex gfficio appointed under this or the repealed .
Act, ’

Topeal of 3. Fhe Parts T, II, and IV of the Aet forty-fourth Victoria number twenty-six, intituled * dn dct {0 provide for the
44 Vie. No. 26 development qnd regulgtion of the Fisheries of the Colony” not alveady repealed ; the Act forty-sixth Vietoria number twenty
46 Vie. No. 25, five, intituled “ An Aet 16 amend the Fisherics dct, 1885;” and the Act fifty-first Victoria number twenty.six, intituled
5LYie. No. 2. < Ap At for the better preservation of Fish in Inland Waters,” are hereby repealed, but without prejudice fo the past

operation of, or to any right lawfully ereated, offence committed, or penalty incurred under, any of the said Acts. v
Constitution of 4. The duty of protecting, developing, and regulating the public fisheries of New Sonth Wales shall be vested in five
Fisheries Com-  Commissioners to be called the ¢ Commussioners of Fisheries for New South Wales,” who, by that name, shall be a body
Toleslonars 35 corporate, with perpetual succession and a common seal, with power to hold real and personal estate, and to sue and be
00y COLPOIAS. sued, and to take, and be the subject of all legal procecdings by such name, And the duties, power, and authority of the
said Commissioner sball extend to the territorizl limits of the said Coleny., Such body corporate shall be composed of five A

persons to be appointed by the Governor Ly Commission under the Great Seal, each of whom shall hold office for the term
of five years fromn the date of his appointiment, unless his office become vacant in the meantime by death or resignation, but
subject nevertheless to removal by the like anthority. But any Commissioner may be reappointed after the expiration of
his term of office. The Governor shall, either by the original Commission or otherwise as to him seems proper, appoint
one of the Commissioners to be President. And the President, or in his absence one of the Commissioners appointed from
time to time by the meeting, shall preside at all meetings, and ab any voting shall have an original, as well as (in cases of
equality of votes) a casting vote. * Any three Commissioners shall be a quorrm. ‘ Co
Appointment 5. It shall be lawful for the Governor, on the recommendation of the Commissioners, o appding a Chief Inspector,
of officers, Secretary, and so many Inspectors and Sub-inspectors of Fisheries and other officers as he may think necessary for the
- purposes of this Act, and to assign to every such officer such salary as he may think fit,"and as Parliament may vote. And
overy such officer shall act under the direction of, ard be responsible for the due performarece of liis duiies o, the
Commissioners. ) 6.
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Certain persons

6. AH Police Magistrates, and all officers of police and constables, shall within their respective districts be, and have £ be Inspoc fors

the powers and authorities of, Inspectors of Fisheries, ¢x officio. : : o ofiicio.
7. Tt shal? be lpwful for the Governor to make regulabions from time to time for the puvpose of giving efisct G0 the Regulations.

provisions of this Act ss to all details whatever ; and, in addition to any purpose hereinafter menfioned, for any of the pur-

poses following, ramely—

{(r) For regulating the conduct of business by the Commissioners, and defining the duties of ail officers and other per-
sons clothed with any duty or authority under this Act.

{11} For prescribing the forms and conditions of all licenses, mode of payment of license fees, and the due transmission
of and accounting for all moneys to the Treasnry and Aadit Departiment, vespectively,

(ur} For prescribing, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or the Second Schedule hercto, ihe lengths of
nets and dimensions of moshes of nets, and the mode of testing the same, as well s the kinds, weights, or sizes of
figh prohibited o be canght, sold, or consigned, or exposed for sale; and For defining what are marketable and
unmarketable prawns. ’

{1v} For determining all rights of priority in shooting nets, or dredging for oystors, as between fishermen and
dredgermen netéing or dredging on the same ground.

(¥} Preseribing a scale of rewards (and the terms and conditions of the payment thereof) for the destruction of
cormorants or shags or sharks. Provided that such reward shall not exeeed the swin of sixpence for any one such
bird, nor the sum of for any one such shark, and shall be payable out of the moneys received into
the Freasury under the provisions of this Act.

{v1) Prescribing the condittons under which gaolers and persons in charge of any gaol, watch-house, lock-up, or police
station may take recognizances from persons ledged in enstody under the sixty-second section hereof.

{v1r) Providing for the hanling and landing of fishing-nets in such manner as to prevent the destroction of underweight
fish, and for the general regulation of net and line fishing.

(vir) Providing for the sale or other disposal of any nets, boass and gear, or other impleinents of fishing, or any under-
weight fish seized or forfeited under any of the provisions of this Act. :

Tt shall be lawfal for any such regulations to provide for their enforcement by the imposition of a penalty not exceeding in
any case the sum of fwenty pounds.  And all such regnlations shall, on publication in the (fazefte, have the full force of
the law, and 2 copy thereof shall be laid Dbefore the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly, within fourteen days
after the making thereof, if Parliament be then in Session, and if not, then within fourteen days atter the commencement
of its then next ensuing Session.

PART I.

Nei and Line Fisheries.

§. TFishing nets of the several kinds and of the respective lengths and dimensions of meshes shall, subject fo the Einds of lawiul
provisoes hereunder severally specified, be deemed fo be lawful neés within the meaning of this Act.

A general working net shall consist of & bunt and a wing on either side of such bunt. The bunt shall have a mesh not
Tess than two and one quavter inches, and each wing a mesh of not less than three inches. Such net shall be used
for taking fish in tidal waters only, and when cast or shot shall not enclose a space measuring more thaa three
hundred yards along the cork Iine from one end of such net to the other.

A garfish-net shall consist of a bunt, and & wing on either side of such bund, but hung on the same cork and foot-Iines,
The bunt shall pot exceed thirty fabhoms in length, ner have a mesh less than one and one quarter inches. Xach
wing shall have a mesh not less than two inches. The foot-line may be weighted, but only to such an extent that
when set the cork line shall not be sunken below the surface of the water. Provided that such net shall be used
only in tidal waters, and in such months of the year as shall be determined by regulations under this Act, and for
the purpose of catehing garfish only. - )

A shore prawn-net shall consist of & net not exceeding fifteen fathoms in length and having a mesh thronghouat not less
than one inch. Such net shall be used only in tidal waters and for the purpose of catching prawns cnly, and shalt
not, when set, extend into the water more than thirty fathowns beyond the line of low-water-mark.

A deep water prawa-net shall consist of a net not exceeding fifteen fathoms in length and having a mesh not less than
one aud one quarter inches.  And extending from the centre of such neb, and constructed of netting of the same
sized mash, there may be a bag efongated in the form of a cod or purse, bug the end of such bag shall terminate in
a ring fifteen inches in diameter. Sueh ring skall be corked on the top sufficiently to enable it, when set, to float
upright in the water. Such net shall not be nsed except in tidal waters and for the purpose of catching prawns
only. :

A su.rzkc{z hag-net shall consist of a bunt not exceeding filty fathoms in length ; extending from the centre of which and
constructed of netting of the same sized mesh as is hereinafter preseribed for the bunt shall be a bag elongated in
the form of a cod or purse ; but the end of such bag shall terminate in & ring fifteen inches in diameter ; such ring
shall be corited on the top sufficiently to enable it, when sef, to foab upright in the water. On ench side of the -
bunt shall be a wing ; the wings shall have a mesh not less than three inches, and the bunt a mesh not less than
two and one half inches.

An inland waters net shall consist of a net baving a mesh not less than fonrinches in any part thereof and not fitted
with a bag or purse. Sucl: net shal? not be staked, fixed, or set within fourteen feet of the edge of the waler on
cither bank of any inland waters. Provided always thai nothing in this section contained shall apply to the
owner of the soil or bed of any inland waters using or setting a net within such waters to capture fish for breeding
purposes, or for stocking a fishery, or for his own consumption only, '

A meshing-net, for use in tidal wabers oaly, shall consist of a nef having a length not exceeding sixty fathoms, and a
mesh not less than four inches inr any part.

9. Any person who shall catch or attempt to catoh marine fish, other than prawns or garfish, with a net preater in Penalties for
length or less in mesh than are preseribed in the next preceding section to Le the lengfh and meehes for a general working elng unlavnl
nes, shall be deemed to be nsing an unlawful net, and shall, for the first offence, be liable to a penalty not éxceeding five nets.
pounds and not less than tiwo pounds, and for & subsequent offence to a penalty not exceeding #wenty and not less than fen
pounds. Also, shall be liable to the ke penalties, and be deemed to be using an unlawiul net, any person who shall cateh,
or attempt to catch, prawns or garfish, or to mesh or attempt to mesh fish, or fish in inland waters, with a nef greater in
the length or less in the meshes than are respectively and severally prescribed therefor in the next preceding section,

And evéry person aiding or assisting in the use of such unlawful nets, or being in the same hoat in nse by the offender,
shall also be liable to the liks penalties. The Justices shall, in every case where an offender is convicted under this section,
order all unlawful nets used by, or found in the possession of, such offender to be forfeited fo Her Majesty. .
10. Every net shall be an unlawful net within the meaning of this Aet, if the same, when hung, shall have the Fishingnets how

_netting distributed in less equal proportion than eighteen inches in length of the netting to every twelve inches in length of to be hung.

the cork and foot-lines.

: - 11, The setting of any nef, netting, brushwood, or other substance across or within any bay, inlef, xiver, or creek, Waters not to be
or across or around any flat, in tidal waters, in such 2 manner that fish enclosed thereby are, or may be left, stranded at stalled.

low tide, is hereby declared to beillegal,

12. Any two or more nets of any of the kinds specified in this Act placed behind or near or alongside or adjoining rwq ormore nete
¢ach other in such a manner as to diminish the miesh or the means of escape for enclosed fish, shall be deemed to be not fo be set
unlawful nety under this Aet. . . * together,

13. Tf any person shall have in his possession or on his premises or in his boat, or shall sell or consign or expose for Penalties for
sale, any fish of any of the species mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto of a less weight than that set opposite the having under-
same of such fish in such Schedule, or prescribed by any regulation, he shall be liable to & penalty not exceeding fwo ggggg&a}h in
pounds for the firsl offence, and for the seqond or any stbsequent offence to a penalty not exceeding five pounds and nof less -
than fwo pounds.  And all such underweight fish, together with all other fish found in the same basket or other receptacle,
or on the same table or stand, or found in the same boat, cart, or vessel with such underweight fish, shall be forfeited and
be disposed of in accordamnce with the regulations. And any Inspector or person anthorized by him may:seize ahy fish
which under this section are liable to forfeitnre and take the same before any Justice, who wpon view thereof shall declaré
whether or not such fish are under weight, and if he declare ther to be so, shall order them to be forfeited and to he disposed of

. in
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APIPENDIX,

in accordance with the regulations. ~The provisions of this scction shall not apply to any curator of & musenm or zoological
collector holding a permit frum the Commissioners, or to any owner of a private {ishery in yospeot of fisl taken therefrom,
or to any persons being in possessien of fish for purposes of pisciculbure, or to any aboriginal taking or being in possession of
fish for his own consamption ; but in every such case of exemption the proof thereof shall be upon the defendant or persen
charged. -

s 14. All prawn-fishers and other persous catching prawns shall, if they require o riddle them so as to separate the
marketable from the unmarketable, so riddie or separate them immediately upon Leing caught, and in such a manmner as to
pertit the small prawns 6o escape.  And if any prawn-fisher or pevson shali fail to comply with such direction, or shall
riddie or separate any prawns after boiling or cooking the same, or when such prawns are dead, he shall be liable to the like
penaltics as are provided by the last preceding section.

15. Tt shall be lawfnl for the Commissioners to declave by notice in the Gazetie that any specified tidal or inland
waters shall be exempted from net or Hne-fishing, or botl, during any specified months in any year. The fisheries in all
such waters go specified shall be termed ““ Close Fisheries,” and the months during which the same are so declared exempt
from net-fishing, ‘“Closs months.” Andif any person shall, in any close fishery, during any close month, place any line or
shoot, cast, or hanl any net whatever, or stake, fix, or set any such net or line for the purposeof catehing, taking, or enclosing
fish, or in such manner that fisl: might be caught or taken thereby, snch person shall be liable fo a penalfy not exceeding
Jfifty pounds and not less than Zen pounds, And every persor aiding or assisting in the placing, shooting, casting, or hanling
of any such net or line, or being in any boat from which any such riet or line shall be placed, shot, or cast, in contrayention
of the provisions of this section shall ncur a like penalty. Irovided always that it shall he lawful for the Governor, or the
Commissioners, in like manner, to rescind or vary any such proclamation.

16. It shall be lawful for the Gievernor, from time to time, to declare by proclamation, to be published in the Gezetfe
and in some newspaper circulating in the nearcst Police District, that the whole or any defined portion of any inland water
or tidal river, inlet, estuary, lake, lagoon, or arm of the sea shall be closed against the use of fishing-nets or lines, or both,
for such term as the Governor shall think fit. And any such proclamation may be renewed by the Governor, if so
advised by the Commissioners, for a further period, or may in like manner be varied or rescinded at any time whatiever.

17.” 1f any person, after the expiration of thirty days from the date of any such original proelamation as is deseribed
in the next preceding section hercof and during the currency thereof, or ab any time after any renewal or variation of such
proclamation, and during the currency thereof shall cast, haul, stake, fix, or place any net or line of any kind whatever for
the purpose of taking or capturing fish, or by which fish may be taken or captured, within the limits of the waters or arex
defined in such proclamation, such person shall be Hable for the first offence to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds and not
less than five pounds, and for the second or any subsequent offence to a penalty nob exceeding freenty pounds and not less
than ten pounds ; and every person aiding or assisting in the casting and hanling or otherwise fixing of such nef or line, or
being in any boat from which any net shall be shot In contravention ‘of the provisions of this section, shalt ineur a like
penalty. And every person convicted under this section shall, if holding a license nnder this Act, be deemed by convietion
to have forfeited his license. And all fish taken in violation of the provisions of this section, together with all fishing-nets,
lines, and boate used for the purpose of taking the same, shall theveupon become forfeited to Her Majesty, and shall be
disposed of as provided by the regulations. Any inspector may, with or withont warrant, apprehend and take before one
or more Justices any person found offending against the provisions of this section, to be dealt with as hereinafter provided ;
and may in like manner seize every such net and boat,

18, If any person shell be found with fresh canght fish or a wetted net in Lis boat or in his possession in waters which
by proclamation under this Act are exempted from line or net-fishing or closed against the use of fishing-nets or lines, such
person shall be deemed to have been unlawfully catching or attemphing to eatch fish in contravention of the provisions of
this Act, and every person convicted under thiy section shall be subject to the penalties and forfeitures provided by the
next preceding section hereof. Trovided always that a riglt shall be reserved to the defendant to prove that he was not
upon such waters for any unlawful purpose under this Act.

19. In every case where a seizure of any fish-net, boat, or other article is made under the provisions of this Act, the
inspector making the seizure may direct the owner thereof or his hoat's crew, or any of thems, to forthwith convey such
boat, net, and other seized articles to some point convenient for further conveyance by land or sea carriage, and any such
person refusing to obey such Inapector's direction shail-be liable to a penalty of not less than #hree nor more than five

ounds,

P 20, Ewvery boat used, or infendnd to be used, for catching for sale any of the varieties of fish enumerated in the First
Schedule hereto, by net or line, shall be licensed. The fee for every such boat license shall be one pound, which shall ke
paid to the Colonial Treasurer or some officer anthorized by him to receive license fees under this Act; and payment of
such fee shall cover the interval frem the date of payment to the thirty-first day of December of the same year, nnless such
boat shall in the meantime have been sold or disposed of by the owner, in which case the license thereof shall be deemed
to have expired. Provided that after the thirtieth day of June in any year one moiety only of such fee shall be payable.
Lvery boat licensed under this section shall have painted in Jegible letters in such conspicnous place as may be prescribed
by the regulations the name of her owner and the words *‘Licensed fishing-boat.”’
i 21, Every person catching for sale (the proof to the contrary whereof shall be npon such person) fish in or upon any
tidal or inland waters shall pay an annual license fee of éer shillings to the Colonial Treasurer or some officer authoriged by
him to reeeive license fees under this Act. Such fees shalt be pnyable on the dates and aceording to the provisions expressed
in the last preceding section.

22, Tf any personshall fake or atbempt 4o take any fish within such waters as afovesaid, whether by line or by net with-
out holding a valid fisherman’s license as required by the next preceding section hereof, or shall take or attempt io take
any such fish, whether by line or net, in & Dboat nob licensed under section twenty hereof, he shall be liable for every such
offence to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. But nothing in this section contained shall extend to persons on excursion
or pleasure parties fishing for purposes other than sale, Provided always that it shall lie upon the defendant to prove that
he 35 within the saving in this section contained in any case where, not being the holder of a license under the next preced-
ing section, he shall be found fishing in a boat licensed under this Act.

s A 23, It shall not be Inwinl for any person to carry more than one Iawful fishing-net in any fishing-boat licensed under
thig Act.

- 24, Tt shall notbe lawfal by the explosion of dynamite or any explosive substance, or by means of any poisonous
or noxious thing, to destroy or take fish in any tidal or inland waters in New South Wales, And if any person shall
explede any dynamite or any such substance under such walers, or place or cause to flow thereinto any poisonous or noxious
thing, such person and all other persons at the time in his company shall for every such offence Le liable to a penalty not
exceeding forty pounds and not less than fen pounds. But nothing herein contained shall apply to any person duly
aunthorized {the proof whereof shall be on him) to explode terpedoes or dynamite in any such waters.

25. If any person withont lawful authority (the proof of which shall lie on him) sball drive or place any steke, log,
stone, or other thing whatever, likely to damage a fishing-net if dragged over or against if in any tidal water proclaimed as a
hauling-ground within the reach of a fishing-net of lawful length, and if any damage shall be sustained by any lawful
fishing-net throngh coming into contact with such stake, log, stone, or thing, such person shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeging ten pounds, and in addition to pay such compensation to the owner of such net as may be awarded by the
adjudicating Justices.

26. Tt shall not be lawful for any person, by the wilful firing of guns, or by the production of other disturbing noises
or sounds, to frighten fish around which nets are being set by any person holding a valid fisherman’s license.  1f any person
a}:all oﬁ'eng against the provisions of this section he shall be linble to a penalty not exceeding five pounds nor less than
three pounds. .

27. Every person whe shall be found using a fishing-net of any kind whatsoever in any waters in New South Wales
shall, on demand, give his tree name and residence to any inspector or Justive, or to anmy owner or occupier of land
bordering such waters, or over which they ebband flow. And if any suck person shall refuse or neglect to comply with
such demand, or shall give a false or fictitious name or residence, he shall be liable to a Eenalty nok exceeding five pounds.

28. Any inspector may a$ any time enter any premises or dwelling, or go on board any boat and search for and
seize and fake away any net which has been used in contravention, of the provisions of this Act, or which is, or is suspected
o be, of less dimensions in the mesh or of a length not permitted by this Act or the regulations. And every net so seized
shall be viewed by & Justice, wlio, on inspection thereof, shall, if satisfied that the same has been so used as aforesaid, or
i8 an unlawful net, order the same to be forfeited to Her Majesty. PART
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PART I1.
Legal Procedure—Miscellansous

29. All offences, penalties, and forfeitures under this Act or any - regulation made thereunder may be heard, Prosedure.
determined, and recovered, and all praceedings thervefor may be taken, in a summary way, by and in the name of any
Tuspector, or by and in the name of any person authorized by the Commissioners, before ;J.ny two or more Justices, in
pursuance of the provisions of the Acts regulating summary convietions before Justices except that, in the diseretion of
the Erosecuting officer, offences commitbed in any part of the Metropolitan Police District may.be g0 heard at any one of
the Courts in that distriet ; and every defendant shall be a competent witness in his own cage. Provided that if any
person shall be adjudged to pay any sum, by way of penalty or otherwise, the adjudicating Justices shall order such sum
to e paid (together with costs to be fixed by the said Justices) either forthwith, or within such period as the said J ustioes
shall appoint, and if sueh sum and costs (i any) shall not be paid ab the tine so appointed, the same shall be levied by
distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, and for want of sufficient distress,,ur, in the disoretion of such
Justices, withont any such distress, such offender may be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any term nob
exceeding thrce calendar months, unless such sum be sooner paid, Tn all cases where the defendant or person charged
with any offence under this Act shall plead any of the exemptions therein contained, the proof thereof shal}f be upon such
defendant or person charged. Frovided also that no information or conviction ander this Act shall be guashed through

30. The adjudicating Justices shall have power to award to the informer, seizing officer, or prosecutor, an amount Appropriation of
out of every penalty, fine, or forfeiture, not exceeding in the aggregate thereof one moiety, and the remainder shall be paid penaltics, &e.
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

31. Any person aggrieved by any conviction, order, or adjudication of Justices ander thiz Act may appeal therefrom Appeal.
to the next Court of Quarber Sessions halden in the district in which the subject matter of the appeal “arcse, unless such
Sessions shall be held within fourteen days from the date of sueh conviction, order, or adjudication, and, in that case, o
the Court of Quarter Sessions then next following. And such Court shall have power to hear and determine the matter in
a summary way in accordance with the Acts in foree regulating appeals from summary convictions. And the decision of
such Court shall be firal and conclusive, Provided always that the appellant shall, within seven days from the date of
such aforesaid conviction, order, or adjudication, have given written notice of his intention fo appeal, and stating the
grounds theveof to the, or one of the, adjudicating Justices, and to the prosecutor, and provided that such appeilant shall
also pay into the hands of such Jastice the full amount of any penalty or sum awarded against him, together with costs,
within twenty-four hours next after such conviciion, order, or adjudication, and also enter into a bond, with two sureties
approved by such Justice, conditioned to prosecute such appeal with effect, and to abide the event thereof, and to pay the
full amount of all costs which may be awarded against him.

- 32, Any person who shall assault, resist, or obstruct, or encourage any other person to assault, resist, or obstruct, Assaulting, &e.
or shall use sbusive language to any Inspector, or other person whomsoever in the execution of his duty under this Act inspectors and
shall ineur a penalty not exceeding Aty pounds nor less than Zen pounds, or be liable to impeisonment not exceeding siw Selt
ealendar months, And the adjudicating Justices may, in addition to any such penalty, order a sufficient sum to be paid then duty.
by the offender to cover any damage or injury sustained by the person so assaulted, resisted, or obstructed, which sum
shall be recoverable in the same manner as a penalty under this Act. ' :

33. Any Inspector of fisheries may enter any fish-market, premises, place, or dwelling, or go on hoard any hoat, and Ofenders may-
seize any underweight fish, mets, boat and gear, or other implement of fishing which any person found offending agninst any be spprehended
of the provisions of this Act may then be using, and may also, with or without warrant, apprehend and lodge with the rd bailed.
gaoler or person in charge of any gaol, watch-house, lock-up, or police station, any person found offending against any of
the provisions of this Act, who, on demand made, shall refuse to give his true name and address, or whom such Inspector

may have reason to suspect bas given a fictitious name and address or incorrect information as to the ownership of any net

or other article seized under any of the provisions of this Act ; but any Justice, or subject to the conditions prescribed by
the regulations, any such gaoler or persor in charge may liberate any person so lodged in custody, on such person entering
into a recognizance (with or without sureties) in the sum of fwenty pounds conditioned for his appearance before fwo or
more Justices at & day and place to be therein mentioned.

34. Any Justice of the Peace, upon an information on cath that there is probable cause to suspect any Lireach of the Justice may
provisions of this Act or any regulation thereunder fo have been eommnifted, may, by warrant under his hand and seal, grant warrant to
authorize and empower any inspecior to enter any dwelling-house or premises or boat whatsoever for the purposes of inspec- e’l“‘el' suspeoted
tion, and of searching for and seizing any unlawful net, implement, ot engine supposed to have been used, or any fish taken P
in contravention of this Act or any proclamation or regulation therennder.

35. All persons employed in the departmens of the Marine Board, the Customs, or Harbours and Rivers, if ealled Qustoms officers,
upon to aid and assist any inspector in the execution of any power or authority vested in him by thie Act, are hereby &c., toaid
authorized and required to aid and assist such inspector in the lawful exercise of any such power or authority. inspectors.

36. The production of any of the undermentioned doéuments, writings, or publications shall be conclnsive evidence What instru- .

in all Courts as to the several matters contained therein; and in the case of a lease or license that the same was duly issued, g\l:,dl;h féc’ to be

vig, i —
(1) Any license or a copy thereof bearing the like seal,
() A copy of the Gazelie contdining any notice, regulation, or proclamation purporting to be made under this Act.

37. All fish of which the taking possession, exposure for sale, consignment or purchase for sale iz prohibited by
this Act may be searched for, seized, condemned, and dealt with aceording to law by any Inspector or by any person holding
the written authority of any Justice, or any gearch warrant under the hand and seal of any Justice, or authorized by any
regulation under this Act. 7 :

38. Any person who shall commit any act in breach of or be guilty of any default or non-compliance in or with the Ponelt on
requirements or prohibitions of this Act shall in every case where no penalty has In such case been provided e liable to a breach of Aet.~
penalty of forty shillings and to the forfeitures preseribed by seetion seventeen hereof. .

39. The Commissioners shall as soon as possible after the thirty-first day of December in every year report fo the Roport by
Minister charged with the administration of this Act as to the state of the fisheries of the Celony, and such report shall Oominissioners,
be laid before both Houses of Parliament. The Commissioners shall also furnish to the said Minister such reports,
accounts, plans, vouchers, and documents relating to any act or matter done by them, or within their control or cognizance
as he may, by writing under his hand addressed o the said Commissioners, require. The Commissioners shall in all
matters be subject to the like control by the Governor as any Department of the Publie Service. :

Search for and .
seizuve of fish, .

SCHEDULES.
FirsT SCHEDULE.
Marine Fishes,

Bream. . Prawn,
Jew-fish, . Lobster.
Sampson-fish. Ferch,
Kingfish. Fiounder.
Plathead. Sole.
‘Whiting. : Mullet—
Tarwhine. Sen [including the variety esmmonly known
Blackfish. a8 hard-gunt mullet. |
Garfish. . Flat-tail.
Long Tom, . ‘ Sand
Pike, Travally.
Presh-wa er Fighes,
Muarray Cod. - ’ Tench,
Golden Perch or Yellow Belly. ’ ) Silver Perch or Bream.
Carp. : Ordinary Fresh-water Perch,
Fish not indigenous 1o the Colany which may be introdueed or be in any inland waters, g
e ECOND
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SECOND SCUHEDULE.
Langful Weights for Fish.

Description of Fish, l Weights in cunces avoirdupois.

Schnapper or Red Bream..........o....cooeeicivneeninniieenns e e e l 12 ounces.
Bream (Black) ..........., ‘

Tarwhline  .oni e s e e e e e eeen s aean b e e
Blackfish ........cccooeinnn,
Rock-cod {Black or Red}.
Gurneb.......oienee.,

2

i ]

=

33
EE
s

2y

0o v 00

LE)
Mullet—
Bea [including the vatriety commonly known as hard-gut mullet] ..
Flat-tail ..o ... e ey e e e e b e e i e RN
Marine ... Sand...... L
Whiting | v
FLOUNARE .1t i iiiiiiis — ccccte it e e e et e
Sale ... :
Pike . e
ETBVALLY toriiiies s iiiii et e eier et m e ee e e e et eaae e e enaanane e ees
CGarfish...... er i e . .-
Lobster Salt-water or Crayfish
Jew-fish ..o
Sampson-fish
Kingfish ....ooceeeennn.n, .
Cod (or Murray C0d) ooviiiiiieiiiiniee it es s e
Perch i e
Iresh-water ... { The Murray River Lobster or Fresh-water Crayfish

1

33

—
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3
4 pounds.
kR

33

GRNCES.

—

3

EH

[To Bvidence of Lindsay G. Thompson.) _

B 2

Proposed new legislation for Regulation of Oyster Cultuye.

1 save made this a separate Bill, to be brought forward after the Bill for the Regulation of the Fisheries shall Lave been
passed into law, and IH)zwe applied to it the legal procedure provisions of that Bill. I am not aware of the Commissioners
views on the point, but I myself should nuch preflér to have hoth Bills embodied in oue enactment, and, if approved, this
can be very readily done now.

Section 1 defines the meaning of the terms used, and, as in the Fisheries Regulation Bili, care has been taken to
adapt the terms to the provision in the section, sc as to reduce the verbiage and supply the precise meanings intended.

Section 2 repeals the existing enactment—the Qyster Fisheries Act, 1888,

Section 3 prescribes the conditions on which leases may be issued. Tt is similar to section 4, Oyster Fisheries Act,
except that it provides a minimam of area to he leased 2nd of rental to be charged. -

Section 4—Notice before granting a lesse—is identical with section 5, Oyster Fisheries Act.

Section 5, which is a new provision, prohibits the removal of oysters from any applied for area. The necessity for
this has for & long time been apparent.

Section 6, requiring that lessees taking up new avea shall nog be in arrear with their rents, is also a new feature,
and will doubtless commend itself, )

Section 7, as to forfeiture for mismanagement, is practically the same as regulation 28, Oyster Fisheries Act. It
seems desirable 1o include it in the statute. :

Section S—Penalties in respect of injuries to leased arens—is practically the same as section 6, Oyster Fisheries Act;
but, going beyond that section, it provides against the straying of catile, lopping of maugroves, &e.

fection B—Revocation of leases in cerbain cases—is practically identical with section 7, Oyster Fisheries Act.

Seetions 10, 11, and 12—Declaring Public' Oyster Heserves—Oysters not to be dredged after sunset—Penalty on
burning oysters for lime—are practically the same as sections §, 10, and 12, respectively, of tﬁae Oyster Fisheries Act.

Section 13 is an amplification of the power to close oyster-beds taken in section 14, Oyster Ifisheries Ack.

Section 14—Penalty for unlawful dredging of oysters—is based on section 9, Oyster Fisheries Act; but its provisions
are cxtended to oysters on Crown lands not under lease, . -

Section 15, like section 15 in existing Act, allows persons fo take oysters for their own consumption, but on the spot
only. It likewise prohibiis the taking .of oysters for sach purpose if in spawn or spat. :

Seetion 16-—Penalty on disorderly persons—-is a new section, and is suggested by experience.

Section 17 provides for the making of regulations, and is generally similar to the like section in the existing Act.

Sections 18,.19, and 20—Instruments ﬁo%;‘e used in evidence, larceny from contiguous oyster-beds, and application of
eertain provisions of the Fisheries Regulation Act—are similar, respectively, to section 66 (part of), Fisheries Act, 1881 ;
section 65, Fisheries Acf, 1881 ; and eection 18, Oyster Fisheries Act. .

52° Vicroriz, 1889,
A BILL for the more effective protection of Oyster Culture and the regulatior of Oyster Fisheries,

WHEREAS the existing statuie law for the promotion of Oyster culiure and the regulation of Oyster Fisheries is found to be
msufficient for its purposes, and it is expedient that such {aw should be repealed, and more effective measures adopted for
the protection of persons holding lenses under it,and of the deposits of oysters on Crown lands not under lease : Be it therefore
enacted by the gueen’_s Most Bxcellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Couneil and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the * Oyster Culture Act of 1889,” and for the purpeses thereof the expreasions—
“ Commissioners” means the Commissioners of Fisheries,
“ Governor” means the Governor with the advice of the Executive Couneil, .
* Juspector” means any inspeetor or sub-inspector of Fisheries, or inspectors ex officio appointed under the ** Fisheries
Act, 1881,” or the * Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888,
¢ High-water-mark” means the mean live between high-water &b spring and at neap tide.
‘¢ Prescribed” means prescribed by this Act, or by regulations made thereunder.
‘ Foreshore ” means the portion of Crown Jands situate between the line of high and low water-mark.
‘“ Lease ” means any lease issued under this Act or the Act hereinafter repealed.
‘¢ Lessee ” means any person holding a lease for oyster culture under $his Act or the enactment hereinafter repealed.
*<Oyster ” means every kind of oyster of and above the size which from time to time by regulation under this Act may
be declared to be marketable. .
‘' Bpat™ means the spab, brood, and wate of every kind of oyster of and below a size which from time to time by
regulation under this Act may be declared. ) : )
‘‘ Leased area ™ means any portion of land leased for oyster culture under this Act or the Agt hereby repealed.
‘ Lawful authority ” means an authority the nature and effect whereof must be proved by the person who sets it up
by way of exemption R - 2,
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2. The Act forty-eighth Victoria, namber six, is hereby repealed, but n : ; sceedi £,
commenced before the passing of this Act, nnder such elxactm}:}ntgllaﬂ (vae ;;0 iascliesi;ﬁ?ﬁzgeneerzgﬁm:ﬁ:géBgll)‘ g?:?[’i%;lelg gff&?‘l“’o"ts'
by the repeal thereof. All regulaticns and proclamations made under the authority of such e;;p ea,leg enactment; ghall be
and until rescinded by the Governor as hereinafter provided continue to be, of the zame forcs m?d effoct ns if this Act had
not been passed. :

3. Oyster culture leases of Crown lands in any tidal watevs, or in any lal feadi prewi icatiod’
may, on application, be granted by the Governor, Such leases shall be subj ect};o i‘.l;:‘:, g;n‘é?%?)?‘l‘; :1;)31 n;g:;ﬁi:%oﬁgfrﬁ_’ 'ﬁf_é’éécgft ‘8’;53’1’,_

(1} In any case where two or more persons have applied for the same area the application I%o be first dealt wish lands for oyster-
shall be that which was first lodged ; and if several such applications were lodged at the saeme time the right "o OF YIge:
to priority shall be determined by lotin sueh manner as the Commissioners shall divect, If after the satisfaction
of any application entitled to priority any residuary ares remains, such area may be allotted to the applicant
next i order of time, and s0 on. " PP

{n) The term of any such leage shall not exceed fifteen years, renewsble from time i ieat

. the lessee during the twelfth year of the term, if tl'},e Governor shall be satisﬁedtoag;glfe;e%ltgl ﬁ;ﬁg}‘iﬁ%g&gﬁ
to the Clommissioners that the area leased is fairly stocked with oysters, and lias been properl; 1P d i
. " . perly worked in
accordance with the conditions of the lease and the regulations.

{(11) No leased ares measured along the foréshore shall be less than two hundred nor shall exceed two thonsand
linear yards, unless upon special reconimendation of the Connmissioners the Governor shall thinlk fit to enlarge
such length, But nothing in this section contained shall prevent the Governor from granting leases of arean
coulaining nabural beds of deposits of oysters according to prescribed dimensions and areas ; provided that no
such area shall be less than five acves nor exceed twenty-five acres, or be leased at a less annual valne than
two pounds per acre. -

(1v} The annnal rest shall be at the rate of not less than twenty shillings for every lnear hundred yards or portion
thereof, measured along the forezhore in the prescribed manner ; and in any case where the foreshore on both
gides of a tidal water is included in a lease such foreshore shall be measured on both sides for the purpases of
ascertaining the rent, which shall be calcalated from the date of approval of application. .

(v) Leases may also be disposed of by auction or tender should the Governor at any time so direct.

(v1} Qccupation under any lease shall not give any right to the lessee to ocoupy or use any portion of the Crown
lands zi)butting on but not included in his lease except for such purposes and during such times as may be -

rescribed. -

(V[I)PAny leased arvea may be described in the lease by reference to posts, stakes, buoys, marks, or natural features
showing the limits of sach leased avea in a manner sufficient to allow of their identification.

(vitr} BEvery such lease shall vest in the lessee, his execuntors, administrators, and assigns all oysters within the
area leased, and as well the exclusive right, during the currency of the lease, of laying and planting oysters
on, and of dredging and taking oysters from, the area leased, buf subject always to the several provisions of
this Act and the right of any inspector or authorized officer to enter npon such area for any authorized
purpose,

(1x) Thé Governor may, if reconunended by the C'ommissioners, accept a surrender of a lease, after the third year
of its currency, in any case where it shall appear, to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, that oysier culture
cannot be caried on upon the leased area with any reasonable hope of success, or where, from any other
reason, the Commissioners shall report in favour of such swrrender,

{x} Bvery such lease shall he subject to such conditions and provisions as may be preseribed by the regulations or
approved by the Governor.

Every leased area shall be subject to all reclamation rights conferred by the ninth section of the ** Crown Lands Act, 1885,7
or any Ach smending the same. 7

4. Pefore any such lease, applied for under this Act shall be granted, the Commissioners shall cause 2 notice of the Notice before
application to be inserted ju the Guazette, and in some newspaper circulating in the Police District within which the land granting lease.
applied for is situated, And any person may, by memorial to the Commisstoners within thirty days after the date of such
notice, pray that the lease applied for be not granted on grounds to be therein stated. ’ :

5. All gysters within the limits of any area for which application to lease haz been made in accordance with the Property in
regulations under this Act shell, for the purpose of pr_ofsecticm,%:e deemed to be in the actual possession of such applicant. oysters, &e.
And all oysters removed without lawful authority by any person from any such a}l){plied-for aren may be seizeg by any
Inspector.  And any person who shall be found dredging, taking, or attempting to take oysters from any such applied-for
area, shall incur a penalty not exceeding fwenty pounds and not less than fve pounds, and all oysters found in his possession
shall be desmed to be oysters unlawfully taken by him, and shall, on his conviofion, be delivered to the applicant for such
area. . . ’

6. Any lessee who shall be-at any time in arrear with the rent due on any one or more leased areas shall, notwith- Lossees in nrrear
standing anything in this or the repealed Act provided, not be entitled to take oysters from off guch areas, or to apply for with rent net to
a further ares until such overdne rent shall have been paid, : : glt?fgg for further

7. Upon receipt of a report by an Inspector that a leased area is being so stripped of oysters or otherwise mismanaged gouriinre for
by the lessee that the production of oysters thereon has, in snch Inspector’s opinion, been so reduced as to threaten its mismanagement,
destruction as an oyster-hearing area, further dredging may be thereupon stopped by the Commissioners, and the Commis- )
sioners may call upon the lesses to show eause why they should nof recommend the Governor to declare the lease of sach
lessee to be forfeited. And upon the receipt of a recommendation by the Commissioners, recommending the forfeibure of
any such lease, the Governor may, by notification to the Gazetle, declare the same to be and the same shall thereupon

be forfeited accordingly..
8. It shall not be Jawful for any person other than fhe lessee, hig agents and sctvants, within the limits of any leused Penalties in

aren to'do auy of the following acts, viz. :— respect of&f:ertnin
(1) To tzke or in any way disturb or inferfere with any oyabers without the consent of the holder of the lease. }ng;ggs' C.r O

{11} To allow cattle to stray, to cut or lop mangroves or any tHmber.

(111) To deposit or remove any stone, ballast, rabbish, or substance.

(tv) To dredge or drag with any implement, unless by direction of the Commissioners, or the proper officer of the
Department of Harbours and Rivers, o¢ the Marine Board, and in any such case on payment of compensation for
damage done (if any). .

{v) To use any implement of fishing except » Yine and hook,

(v1) To place any implement or thing likely to injure oysters, except for a lawfnl purpose of navigation or anchorage.

And if any person 'does any act in contravention of this section-he shall be liable for the first offence to a pemalty not
exceeding five ponnds, and for the second offence to » penalty nob exceeding Zen nor less than five pounds, and for a third or
subseqguent offence to 5 penalty of fwenty pounds. And shall be liable to make compensation to the lessee for all damage
sustained by such lessee by reason of such persen’s unlawful act, and in default of payment the same may be recovered by
the lessee in any Court not incompetent by statate in respect to the amount or nature of the claim, and whether such
peraon has been convicted of an offence nnder this section or not.

9. If it shall appear to the Commissioners that any lessee has not within a period of twe years from the date of hiy Commissioners
leage taken proper measures to carry oub the condition of his lease, or that upon inspection by any inspector appeinted 127 retc;grlol}fend
under this Act the condition of the leased area is such as to diseniitle the lessee to a renewal of the lease, they may 1@5??“1,:,,“&1“

. recommend the Governor to revoke the ledse. And the Governor shall have power to revoke the same accordingly by cases.
notification in the Cazeite, and zpon the publication of such notification all rights and privileges granted by such lease, and
the unexpired term thereof, shall cease and defermine. Provided always, thad befors making such: recommendation the
. Commissioners shall eause a notice in writing, stafing their intention to make such recommendation, to be served on the
holder of the lease, or in case such person cannot be found, they shall cause such notice to be inserted ableast three fimes
in @ newspaper circulating in the police distriét nearest to the arvea leased, and also to be published once in the Gazette.
No such recommendation shall be made until after the expiration of one calendar month from service or the publication of
such notice in the Gazetle, : -
10. The Governor, by notification inthe (aretie, may declare any portion of Crown lands, whether applied for under Fortions of certain
this Act as an oyster lease or not, to be o public oyster reserve, and.fo be exempt from the power of leasing conferred by e .;"e;& o
this Act, either absolutely or for a limited period, and on the recommendation of the Commissitners in like manner may {;’:;;‘;g;,";jﬁic

cancel any such notification wholly or in part. 11, orster raierses.
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Oysters n%ﬁ}fo 11. If any person shall dredge for or take oysters from any leased ares, or from any beds or deposits on Crown lands
?;&r;sﬁﬁset‘;n g Dok under lease, at any time between sunset and sunrise, except under special permis, he shall incur & penalty for every
guzirige. offence not exceeding ffty pounds.

Penalty on 12, Every person who shall gather or burn live oysters for the purpose of converting their shells into lime, whether
53§t'§rrégfol}"%m he be the holder of a leased arsa or not, shall incur for every such offence a penalty not exceeding fi/ty pounds.

When notural 13. Whenever the Commissioners report that the whole or any part of any oyster-bearing area, whether under lease

oyster-beds may under the repealed Act or this Aeb or not, has by over-dredgivg or from any other cause been reduced to such a state that

De closed. the taking of oysters therefrom ought to be suspended, or thas the oysters thereon are in such a condition as to be not fit
for consumption as food, the (tovernor may prohibit, by proclamation in the Gazefle, for any term not exceeding thrce
years, the taking of oysters from such area. And if any person shall without lawful authority, at any time during the
peviod menticued in such proclamation, fake or attempt to take oysters from any area described in such proclamation, such
person shall inenr a peralty not exceeding fwenty pounds and not less than five pounds.  And all oysters and the bags con-
taining them, together with all dredging or other appliances for the taking of oysters, found in the possession of any person
so offending may be seized, and upon conviction of the offender shall be {orfeited to Her Majesty, ~And the Governor may
in like manner reseind any such proclamatior, or any proclamation made under the hereinbefore repealed Act, rolating to the
opening or closing of oyster-beds.

Penaity for un- 14. Oysters on a public oyster reserve, or on Crown lands mob under Iease under this Act, also oysters faken
L‘;‘z‘f‘sltg_gedgmg therefrom without lawful anthority, shall be deemed o be the property of Her Majesty ; and if any person, without lawful
d g authority, shall dredge for or otherwise take from amy public oyster reserve, or Crown lands not nunder lease, any oysters,

or shall be found dredging for or attempting to take oysters within the limits of such reserve or Crown lands, he shall
ineur a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds and not less than jive pounds, and all oysters found in his possession shall be

. deemed to be oysters unlawfully taken by him, and shall, on his convietion, be forfeited to the use of Her Majesty.

Persons may 15, Nothing in this Act shail render liable to & penalty any person who takes aysters from any oysier reserve or the

:';EF oysters fer  goroshore above low-water-mark from the Crown lands not leased uader this Act for his own consumption on the spot,

Lneir 0Wit ¢on- . . . g . - a . - . -

sumgption, unless such oysters shiall be in a spawning condition, orshall have spat in quantity attached ; in which case it shall be within
the discretion of any Inspector to prohibit the taking of oysters from any such Crown lands ; and any person who shall take
oysters therefrom after being warned against doing so by any Inspecior shall, on conviction, beliable to a penalty of not less

 than threg pounds. .

Penalty on dig. 16. Any person employed by any lessee or applicant under this Act for a lease of land abutting or or mear to -

orderly POSOR.  ooupied premises, or any lessee or applicant himself whe shail, ejther within view or hearing distance of such premises,
conduet himself in a disorderly manner, or use obscene language, to the annoyance of the occupier or other person on.such
premises, shall for every such offence incur a penalty of not less than three pounds. Proceedings under this section may
be taken by and in the name of any person in whose sight or hearing such offence shall have been committed.

Re yulations may 17. The Governor may, from time to time, make regulations tor the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of thig

hemadeand  Act in all matters of detail whatsoever. And among such purposes shall be included the following, namely :—

reszinded.

(£} For taking oysters from Crown lands. not under lease, under such limitations as to number of licensed dredgers as
the Commissioners shall deem fit, and subject to the payment of the prescribed license fees and inspection, and for
the seizure and disposal of seized and forfeited oysters, and oysters unlawfully removed from Crown lands. -

(1) For marking the boundaries of and periodieally inspecting public oyster reserves and leased arveas. And fo give
due effect to the intent of this sub-section every Inspector :mcf cvery officer duly authorized by the Commissioners
shal have a right of éntry on all Jands whatever for purposes of survey, or of erecting and maintaining beavons or
other marlks for, or in connection with, the boundaries of leased areas or public oyster reserves. .

(1} For the allotment or sale of young or foreshore eysters on public oyster reserves and Crown lands, not under
lease, to the holders of leased areas, . .

(rv) For determining the size of marketable oysters, and the penalties for selling, or exposing or sale, undersized
oysters and oysters not in eondition fit for food, and for disposing of; or selling oysters, boats and gear, dredges,
and other appliances seized or forfeited under this Act. )

{v} For the protection and regulation of public oyster reserves and Crown lands, not under laase, for the Lmitation
and regniation of dredping by divers on such reserves and Crown lands, and for the protection and regulation ¢f
all boundary beacons, buoys, or other marks.

(v1) For compelling lessees to place and maintain a sufficient.stock of oysters on their areas, and to return all spat and
undersized oysbers and oysters not in a condition fit for food, together with all dead shells, cultch, and substances
dredged up from beds in such a manner as may be most beneficial for the preservation of such beds, and for
enforcing payment of rent overdue ou leased or applied for aveas.

{vi1) For preventing the destruction of oysters by refuse from saw-miils, papor-mills, gas-works, or by any other
deleterious matter, and for frohibiting such matter from being deposited 1n tidal waters.

(vir1} For preventing lessees and others from disposing of cultoh or any dredged refuse s0 as to impede the access by
water to Crown or private land abutting on leased areas, :

{(1x} For presceribing the amount of penalties for breaches of any such regulations. .

Provided that no such penalty shall exceed fifty pounds. And all sueh regulations shall be published in'‘the Guzetée, and
wlen so published shall have the force of law, and a copy thereof shall be laid before epch House of Parliament within
fourteen days after the making thereof if Parliament be then in Session, and if not, then within fourteen days after the
commencement of the then next emsuing Session. The Governor may, in like manner, rescind any regulation made, or
purporting to be made, under the authority of tho enactment hercinbefore repealed which he may consider inconsistent
with the meaning or intent of this Act. '

What instru- 18. The production of a lease signed by the Governor or a copy thereof bearing the common seal of the Com-
ments, &, 0 missioners shall be conclusive evidence in all Conrts as to the several matters contained therein, and that the same was
be evidence, duly issued, i ' '

Larceny from 19. Whenever a person shall e charged with larceny of oysters from any oyster-bed or laying which may be con-
eontiguous tiguous to ancther or others, it shall be sufficient in alleging and proving the place from which auch oysters were stolen, to
oyster-beds, al%ege and prove that such oysters were stolen from one of other of such contiguous beds or layings, and that the same

belonged to, and were in the lawful possession of, one or other of ihe lessces or owners thereof.
Application of 20. The sections twenty-nine to forty inclusive of the ¢ Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888,” shall be applied to this
cortain of the A of with as full effect as if they had been herein specially enacted, And wherever in the sections so declared to be applied

Provisions of £he 4116 words ©* this Act” eccur, sueh words shali be taken o include this present Act or the enactment berein repealed and

i{egu]a.tion any regulations made under them.
[ -
[To Evidence of Lindsay G. Thompson.]
' - B3,
. Sale of Torfeited Fighing-nets. . .
Gentlemen, - : Department of Fisheries, 9 January, 1889,

I have the honor to request thai you will be good enough to sell by public anction, without reserve, on Thurs--

day; the 17th instant, the forfeited fishing-nets enumerated on the accompinying slip.

I would invite your attention to the foot-note on the slip, and ask that in submitting the nets for zale you will state
that they can be legally nsed only for the purpose specified against each lot.

It is desired that the advertising may be confined to onc advertisement in 2 morning a-nr}ﬁavenin £ paper.

. S . I have, &e.,
Meéssra. Duff and Collins, - LINDSAY THOMPSON,
C Pitt-atreet, Sydney. " o Secretary.

To




ANEENULE, 7

To FISHERMEN AwD OTHERS—BALE oy Yorrermey, :
Tur undermentioned fishing-nets, which have heen forfeited in pursuag g ST q1,"
will be sold by public auction, at Messrz, Duff and Colling' Anction s&‘f: ‘i{d the iy g & 5?1“::3&1\0:]’1: 817£h
p ~ instant, at 11'303.m. — N b 18 fathomsl Logal for bunt of oy 10 ton T uTECays
Lot 1.—I Net, 2% inch mesh, 18 fathomslong—TLegal for bunt of haylingies e : :

w 2-=1 ,, 1 ' 15 ,, £ A Tegal prawn-net g 1;_15 net, or win 6t
» 3—1 ,, 1 s 15 1 do - do : s
o 4&—1 ,, 1 1 3 5 Legal for prawn-net only,
. 01 ,, I} . 23 » Leg:l'.l ficur 11:':oun€ Off ]:i& garfish-neg o
s 6—1 ,, 285 46 ’s Legal for bunt of hauling-net ap ws i
w 7.—1 , 3 - 42 va Legal for wings of a ha,u%inag?;g Wings of Farfish
. S—1 ,, 2 ve .18 ,, Tegal for wings of a parfish-net, S ®
s 21 , 1 s 15 s Legal prawn-net only, k o=
5 M0—1 1 - 12 ' . Legal for prawn-net only,
o IL—1 ,, 2 4 16 1 Legal for wings of garfish-net. N

b » 12—=1 ,, 3 » 13 . Legal for wings of hanling.net, .
y 13—1 ,, 2 - 20 . Legal for wings of a garfish-net, A

[t » He—1 ,, 1 . 15 . A legal prawn-net only.
, 18—1 ,, 2 » 18 u Legal for wings iqii gmi{ish-net.- i
. 16.—1 ,, 2% ” G . Legal for bunt of hanling-net, or wingg o o +
» 1.—1 ,, 1 " ] »s Legal for prawn-net only. 8 rf garfish-net,
5 18-—1 o, 3 s 5 s Legal for wings of haunling-net,
s 19—1 ,, 2 ” 21 » Legal for wings of garfish-net. R
» 20—1 ,, 2% 25 1 do o 5
e W 21 4 2 " Legsl for meshing.nef. %

. 22.—1 ,, 3 " 35 1 Legal for wings of a hauling-net, Co
y 28.—1 ,, 8 . 25 1 do do
 24-—1 ,, 4 » 26 2 Legal for meshing-net.
, 25.—1 ., 2% vs 39 » Legal for wings of garfish-net.

§ s 26—1 ,, 1 . 6 . Legal for prawn-net only,
» 271—1 ,, 2% )y 7 ,, Legal for bunt of hauling-net, or wings of garfish-net,
» 2801 . 129 1’ A le%u.l hauling-net.
201 ,, 1% » 30 » Legal for bunt of garfish-net.

- . 80.—1 ,, 2 . 21 ) Legal for wings of garfish-net,

J . 3L,—1 ,, 1 s 15 1 Legal prawn-net only,
. 321, 1 - 15 - do do :
s 93.—1 ,, 1 . 12 s Legal for Erawn-net only. s
. 34—1 ,, 2% ' 13 ” Legal for bunt of hauling-net, or wings of garfish-net. RE
yy 8801, 2 » 13 . Legal for wings of garfish-net. i
36—, 2 . 30 M do do i
, 871 ,, @2 - 9 - do do 1

- Livingston Mann ...

Deparément of Fisheries, Sydney, 4 January, 1889.

N.B.—The above described nets, to be sold in pursnance of the provigions of the ¢ TFisheries Act, 1881,” are legal

only for the purposes specified against each lot.

MenoraNDUN.—Forfeited fishing-nets sold at auction this day, realized £3113.—C. 1.8 P, 17/1/8% The Chief Inspector

of Fisheries. Seen.—L.G.T., 17/1/89.

[T Evidenoe of Lindsay (. Thompson.]

E 4.
Orricers in the Department of Fisheries.

LOF

LINDSAY THOMPSON,
Chief Inspector of Fisheries,

Date of Appoinkment, Salary.

.1 Draftsman ..........
4 Temporary Clerk ............

John D. Delaney ...... .
.| Tnspector, Northern Division ..

Thomas Temperley ...

Name, Office.
Lindsay G. Thomgpson... ..| Secretary and Chief Inspector of Fisheries... 1 May, 1581 440
TEdward J. Ellis ......... o 1st Olexk L.ovveiiiineni 1 January, 1883 200 -
John O’Grady | 2nd do 1 April, 1582 100

23 November, 1885 |] 10s. per
.| 14 Pebruary, 1885 |§ diem each.
.| 12 July, 1881 240" .

Geo. (. Benson......... " do Southern do .| 19 December, 1882 240

Thos, Mualhall ... .1 Assistant Inspector ... ...... ...| 18 Janwary, 1881 200

~ Andrew Gyler . do .1 19 August, 1881 150

Henry Curan, do 19 1881 150

.Peter Smith . de 19 1831 150

A Chas. Gordon ... . do . J1mo, 1881 160

Fred, W. Smithers ..| Travelling Inspector . 6 December, 1882 150

William Boyd .... .[ -Assistant Inspector . ..\ 1January, . 1882 - 150

John D. Grant . do .| 14 December, 1882 - 150

C. H, Otway.... do 1 May, 1886 150

Wm, N, Cain ..., do 9 December, 1884 ’

Dav, W. Benson . do .| 1 September, 1884
- Oshourn Wilshire. do .| 20 March, 1883
Richd. Seymour . do 14 January, 1882

. John A. Jamieson . | de et brtee i aeaiores araran 16 . 1881

. A, H, Kendall ....... | do ey 15 November, 1863

Thos. Stewart ... v do oo 16 August, 1881

) W. J. Whaites .... do Ji1s ., 1881
1% A, T. Black ... do g July, 1883 |

1 Fred. Nelson. do 12 June, - 1886
R. Hellings . Boatmas ,..vccvvveeeierneinens 19 1882 ¢

Geo. Glading,, do .| 28 Agguet, 1882

T, Aldrich ....... do . .| 17 November, 1884

, John I. Hespe .... do 3 May, 1885

Jas. Massingham . do July, 1586

1 Ociober, - 1887

L

" E. & Young....

Bourne Russell ....
Angus Sutherland . .
Wm. M*Gregor......... | do

B. J. H, Scott ..., ol de
....| Engineer ..,
| Meszenger ..ocovieeieen.

W, Lannen ....couvveiaiinen

1 as Februnary, = 1584
. 16 August, 1881

E January, 1882

21 May, 1884

1 November, 1885

381—N8
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[To Tvidence of Lindsey G. Thompson.]
B 5.

Menmorandum from Chief Lnspector as to residence for Inspector Grand,
I orsIRE again fo bring under notice of the Commissioners the question of providing residences in suitable positions for the
use of the Inspectors. I am quite sure that i the men were judiciously located, the supervision would be much more
effective than 1t is-at prasent. .

The particular case I have in view, and which, with the Commissioners’ approval, might be undertaken as an experi-
ment, is that of Assistant Inspector Grant.

This Insp};:ctor bag to remove froin his present house, as it is in process of demolition by white ants, and he represents
that, except at Botany, he cannot find other suitable quarters.

To locate him at Botany would mean the cessation of further oversight of the closed wajers of George’s River.

On a peninsula near the railway bridge are regerves half an acre, on oune of which might be obtained, and on it, a
weather-board house of four rooms and out-offices erected ot comparatively small cost.  If avenial ealeulated on a percentage
of the cost were charged to the Inspsctor, there would be no loss to the Government, and the Fisheries interests would be
better served. .

I have similar views in respect to other waters in the Heme Fisheries, especially the IPort Jackson tributaries, if the
Commissioners would entertain the idea.

LINDSAY THOMPSON,

Hecretary.

Department of Fisheries, 16/1/89.

Commissioners’ minute :—Defor for the present, 16/1/89,  Submitted o the Commissioners, 27/3/89.  Commissionars’
minute '—Bring the subjest forward again, and as applicable to cases where she Inspector cannob find quarters for himself. —
27/3/89. End of April.—T.G.T., 25/3/89.

Transference of Inspectoral Staff-—~Fisheries Deparbment.

I PR0POsE for the consideration of the Commissioners of Fisheries the following disposition ¢f the Inspectoral Staff of this
Department. 1 take the coastal waters in the order of their ascertained productiveness :-—

Lake Macquarie—Assistant-Inzpectors Tyler and Boyd.

George’s River—Assistant-Inspector Grant and Boatman Aldrich.

Lake Tilawarra—Assistant-Inspector Peter Smith.

Hawkesbury River-—Assistant-Inspectors Curan and D. ‘W, Benson,

Brishane Water aud Tuggarah—Assistant-Inspector Cain and Boatman Hespe.

Port Stephens—Assistant-Inspector Otway and Boatwan Scotit.

Newcastle and Hunter River—Assistant-Inspector Charles Gordon. )
Port Jackson—Assistant-Inspector Smithers and Boatmen Glading, Hellings, and Young, Engineer.
Travelling Enspector for the coast north of the Hawkesbury—Mr. {iivingstonc Mann.

Travelling Inspector for the coast souih of Botany—1Inspector T, Temperley.

Inspector of Inland Waters——Inspector (i, G. Benson.

In framing this transference I have had in view the facts thai the oystér-beds having for the most part been leased,
and the royalty charges abolished, the services of the Inspectoral Staif could be employed to lLetker advantage if concen.
trated within certain Iimits adjacent to the metropelis.

1 have been guided also by the opinion of the Commissioners that the public interest would be served by a removal
of the inspectors from their present respective locations to other districts. .

Boyd, Grant, and Cain.—The onPiy inspectors whose removal I do not advocate are Messrs, Boyd, Grant, and Cain.-
I consider these men to be capable of best service in the waters they are ab present supervising, )

Smithers.—My. Smithers properly belongs to Twofold Bay, but as he hag been so long at head guarters, and is
rendering such effective gervice, I am regarding him a8 alrsady attached here. .

Pyler.—Tyler is o valuable officer. His removal from the Manning River to assist in the supervision of the extensive
waters of Lake Macquarie, and from which omy largest fish supply is obtained, would be abviously an advantage.

_Peter Smith.——Peter Smith is supposed to be considerably interested in some of the oyster leases at the Hawlesbury,
his present district ; and although there is not actual proof that this is so, yet the presumptive evidence seems encugh to
imply the desirableness of rémoving him to a district where his duties would not clash with his supposed interests. . The
case will be met by placing him a$ Ilawarra Lake, in the room of Inapector D. W. Benson. '

. . Benson, Hemry Ouran,-—Some few months since D. W. Benson was for a time placed in special service at the
Hawkesbury, and showed considerable aptitnde in his manner of performing it. T propose to place him permanently ab the
Hawkesbury, in conjunction with Inspector Curan, who is st present stationed at Newcastle. ) ‘

 Charles Gordon.—The Newcastle and Hunter River Fisheries, I suggest, should be placed under the care of Charles
Gordon, at. present stadioned at the Shoalhaven. I comsider Gordon to be an efficient officer. ~His duties at Newcastle
would involve the checking and inspection of oysters arriving fromi thie upper portion of Port Stephens, and the oversight
of the fishéries in the funter River and its tributaries, '

C. H, Otway and B. Seott.—I propose the removal of Inspector ., H. Otway and Dboatman Scott from the Karuah
River, at the head of Port Stephens, to Nelson’s Bay, at the Heads, in order that the supply of fish capiured there may be
miore systematically supervised., . : o

Fred, Smithers, Glading, Hellings, and Young.—1 advise the permanent retention of Mr. Smithers at head quarters,
wher¢ he hag already proved himself very useful. He should be assisted by the present beatmen-—Glading and Hellings—
aﬁld, wit}? the aid of the steam-launch now urnder repair and alteration, should exercise an oversight of Botany and the

awlkesbury. ) . '

T Muylhall —Should it be that Inspector Mulliall will be retained in the Service notwithstanding his advanced age,
I think that his duties should be confined to an oversight of the fish at the fish-marlket and on the whar%s.

On the general management of the Port Fackson Fisheries I propose. later on to submit special recommendations,

, My, Limngstone Mann.—I know it is the intention of $hi¢ Commissioners to nominate Mr. Livingstone Mann as a
travelling. Inspector of Fisheries. - T have done so therefore in this paper ; but as the oyster-bearing waters aré not only
83.(%1 in themselves 50 extensive, but rainge dlong the whole seakivard of the Colony, T consider a second travelling Inspector
to be necessary. < s . : .

- Thomas. Temperly.—Tor this second Inspectorship T know of no one more suitable in point of intelligence than
Inspector Temperly ; dnd if he be appointed to oversight of the eoast south of Botany, the objection which, conseguent
upon his supposed interest in dyster-culture leases in northern waters, might be taken to his being placed in such a position
would, I think, be met, and at the same time a capable officer retained to the Department. ) )

G. . Benson.—Ag Inspector for Inland Waters Fisheries under the Inland Waters Fisheries Act of 1887, regarding
the administration of which nothing has so far been done, I propose Inspector G G. Benson, at present located at the Clyde
River, ) ) .

- Beyond a visit or two to Lake George I have not been afforded an opportunity of acqnainting myself with the Inland
Fisheries, conseqiiently I am not in & position to suggest a location for Mr. Benson. I should prefer by personal visit and
iuqlf)ii({y to ascertain the needs and conditions of these fisheries, so that I could make recommetidations with some degiee of
confidence, . :

Undey an arrangement such as this, it will be possible to dispense with fhe services of the following officers :—

H. . Windeyer, Assistant Inapector at Porb Macquarie.. ..o sirerienrim s seenren JRR £108
J. H, Massingham, Boatman, Clarence River...... vee . 108
J. Laman, Assistant Inspector at Nelson’s Bay... . 20

And thus effect 2 Siving in expenditure of ., ....eperrecreariionsinnireres £288

By
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By the transference of Tnspector Benson to & position under the Inland Waters Fisheries Act, I connt & furt_her saving -
in expenditure of £240, the amount of his salary, 1 am waranted in quoting this as a_saving, because his services under.

the Fisheries Act will be thus dispensed with, and it may fairly be assumed that special provision will be made for the
administration of the new Act.

This Act was introduced to Parlioment by a private member, quite independently of the Wisheries Commission,
Manifestly then its working ought not to be wade a charge npon the Fisheries vote. .

I may here invite the Commissioners to consider the desivableness of dispensing with the services of those pilots and
others who are paid £20 per annam ecach for holding the appointment of acting Assistant Inspectors of Fisheries.

Their dnties proper, which compel them o 2 constant fookout seawards, prevent them from exercising more than a
very nominal oversight of the fisheries in their respective waters. The principal service they have been able to 1ender to this
Department has been the receipt and transmission of royalty on oysters. This royalty charge having been abolished I see no
reason for the retention of these efficers ; any small service which from time to time might be required on any of the
remoter waters, could be rendered by the police, or by one of the travelling inspectors. A still further annual saving to the
Department of £160 wounld thus be effected.

By reference to the list of the Tuspectors steff the Commissioners will observe that in this reduction I have not
ineluded Jrederick Nelson, the Acting Assistant Inspeetor, at Lake George, nor likewise (ieorge Baker, who holds the like
office at Sydney, and whose appointment the Commissioners only recently recommended. )

I have only now to add for convenience of reference, a tabulated statement showing the savings which tho adoption
of the suggestion hevein made will effect.

Balaries proposed to be abolished :—

Inspector J. J. Benzen, Clyde River ... ... . e e v e e e et e £240
Assistant-Inspector Mulhall, Sydney

Acting Assistant Inspector Windeyer, Port Maequarie. 108
Boztman Massingham, Clarence River ......... ... .. 108
Acting Assistant Inspector Laman, Port Stephens..... -2
Iiight Acting Assistant Tnspectors at Pilot Stations ., ... 160
‘I'o this amount I add the total of salavies in the Clerical staff, also proposed to be dispensed with 313
£1,099

Less salary required for travelling Inspector .........c..iiicciiicoiiiiiin o et e cirarae e 200
Total saving., ... e e £899

Fisheries Department, 2§ Fehrnary, 1888.

Kince writing this report, I have learned thatan extensive fishery, with direct steam communication with Sydney, is
about to be established at Cape Hawke ; this will require oversight, and in that case it will be pecessary to keep Inspector
Tyler n liis present position, and to retain H: Massingham, the present boatman 2t the Clarence River, stationing him at
Lake Macquarie. - .

© Isaw Massingham when at the Clarence, and formed the opinion that he is an ‘active and intelligent officer.
Tf it be decided to adopt this suggestion the contemplated saving in expenditure will be reduced by £108.

1T Eridence of Lindsay &. Thompson.]
- Bs
Chief Inspector of Fisheries.—Proposing the introduction of American Sakmonoids into New Senth Wales waters.

I pesiem to suggest that an attempt bo wade to introduce some speoies of the Amovican salmon into New Sonth Wales
waters, and I urge immediate consideration of the subject upon the Cominissioners, because (if favourably entertained),
" unless arrangements are concluded at ohce, there will be a possibility of the present season heing lost. :
_ The species I propose are the Californiaz salmon, Balmo quinnat; the Schoedic safinon, Salmo sebago-salar (var.) ;
the Californian Moungain or Rainbow trout, Salmo irideus.

Amongst the places into which the quinnat has already been introduced are New Zealand and Victoria, and even the
Sandwich Islands, but with what success I have not been able to precisely ascertain. I believe, however, its acelimatization
¢ New Zealand has been accomplished, Some of the characteristics of thiz fish are hardiness, greater vitality, and more
rapid growth than the English salmon ; also greater capability of development in waters of-a compazatively high temperature,
such as wouldl be certainly fatal to the English species ; each of these cﬁaracteristics seems to point o this fish as eminently
suitable to our waters, and coupled with the fact that both as a food-fish, and for purposes of sport, it is considered guite
the ‘equal of the salar, its acclimatization appears very desirable, i

The Schoodic salmon, so uamed from Its habitat, the Schoedic Lakes, is bu$ a variagion from the normal type of the
salat, Its peculiarity being that it has lost its migratory instinct, and propagates and thrives in waters remote and separate
from the sea; its growth is more rapid than that of the salar, and the flesh is described as rich and of & meve delicate flavour,
Thig fish is much sought after in the United States, faking perbaps in public favourthelead of all fresh-water fishes species,
Aceording to the waters in which it is placed, it reaches & weight of from 5 1b. $o J2 Ib., ranging in exceptional cases as
high a3 18 1b, and 20 Ib. It has a préference for deep sireams, and is very highly prized for food.

The Rainbow Trout {tridena) is 3 hardy game fish and 1t too will thrive in streams having a higher temperature than
is suitable for the common trout (favio). It also hatches out in larger percentage, it is not 2s handsome as the fario,
having no carmine specks, but it lives well in captivity, and grows rapidly.

Tt may be fairly agsumed therefore that these fish will readily adapt themselves to our waters—and if the Commis-
sioners, regarding my proposal in a favourable light, will invite the Colonial Secretary to procurse a stock of ova from
California or New Zealand (if, 45 I believe is the case, they are already acclimatized there), 1 have little doubt of beingable
to secure a suceessiul hatelung ; I am progressing very favourably with the trout-hatching apparatus and see ne reason to
apprehend failure. . : ‘ ’

I wish however to put on record that I shonld not be satisfied to have the fry liberated az was done with the supply
obtained from Vietoria last October. I think that to insure suceess it is essential to establish ponds for the trout, an_tf for
the salmon also (if we are to have them), in soine suitable locality, and I am-inclined to propose the selection of a spob on
the Upper Nepean River at as high an altitude as can'be obtained, so that eventually "the Hawkesbury River may be

. available as a means of passage to the sea. 1 claim this comse as far preferable to exposing the fry to the risk of
destruction by other fish and unknown enemies, ’ - . : ) .
© Whea they become of an ape to protect themselyes, I should be inclined to liberate some, retaining a portion in the
ponds as stock fish for purposes of observation as well as comparison of habits and developmént.  The cost of constructing
ponds whick, by the way, are already established in Victoria, New Zealand, and Tasmania, need not be great, and all the
oversight and care necessary conkl be given, for the present at any rate, by one man.

I have of late been bestowiug much attention to this matter of tront and salmon culture, and 1 seemn to have such a
confidence of sucoess that T do do not hesitate to submit it to the notice of the Commissioners, very respectfully urging the
desiratf};ﬂ:'lj;y of ilnmediately securing the consent of the Colonial Secretary towards making the atternpt on the lines I have
suggested. o
Asg'the quinnat spawn in Augast very early application for the ova becomes imperative.

. o LINDSAY G, THOMPSON,
Department of Fisheries, 31st July, 1839. Chief Inspeotor of Fisheries,

(o
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: S
_ | CcL
. ‘RETURN showing the quantity of fish received and sold by.auctién ab the Bastern Fish Market, Sydney, from the year 1872 to 31st December, 1888, inclusive.
=
E;g? g o : B g o E = E B 3 g
E- S0 SIS NI NI S NN S A B R APRE A N R R A I B - R PR
2 2 3 HEIRRERE & | & 3 £ | &8 & 3|2 8 (&8 & £ EREAR:
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Rerozry showing the quantity of fish condemned as unfit for human food and se zed under the Fisheries Act ot the Eastern Fish Market,
Sydney, from the year 1872 to $1st December, 1888, inclusive.
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Beruex showing the amount of Revenue received from variotis sources ab the Eastern Fish Market, 8yduey, from the year 1872 to
31at December, 1888, inclusive.

Yenr ending. Amount of Sales. Commission on Sales. Rent of Stalls, Conli{“iggg‘;‘nber Total Revenue.

: ' £ d. £ s @ £ a8 d

31 December, 1872 1] 58 14 O 5814 0
1 1873... 4 51515 5 515156 5

. 1874... 8 551 010 581 0 10

” 1875... 0 677 5 0 677 5 0

2 1876... 8 823 5 7 823 5 7

30 November, 1877... 8 799 7 10 799 7 10
" 1878... G 730 4 3 879 14 3

. 1879.. 9 762 15 2 212 5 2

z 1880... 0 80312 1 953 2 1

" 1881... 7 889 5.5 1,026 0 5

” 1882, 9 1,188 12 6 1317 2 6

. 1883 . 8 1,285 9 1 1422 1 7

- 1884 1 1510 16 & 1,950 16 6

. 1885 0 15399 0 2025 9 0

" 1886.. 3 171218 0 2,496 14 9

. 1887. 3 1,565 10 & 2271 7 8

" 1888L. 0 1,003 19 3 2658 16 &

31 December, 1888 i 2,083 1 3 128 3 5 194 10 4
£ 34830211 5 | 17,4% 3 9 21563 9 5

R. SEYMOUR,

[To Bvidence of James J. Macfadyen.]
. D. . '

Toe following has been senbt to the Honorable the Colonial Secretarj, and iz now printed for distribution amongst the
Members of the Legislative Assembly and the representatives of the peopls, and we crave their careful consideration with the
view of having removed the meny disabilities under which this great native industry languishes i — o .

NEW S0UTH WALES FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION. -

To the Right Honorable 8ir Henry Parkes, K.C.M.G,, M.L.A., Colonial Secretary for New South Wales, &c.
i Town and Country Ohambers, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 24 Mareh, 1888,
In accordance with a desire expressed by yourself to a deputation which waited upon you on Friday, the 17th
February Inst, that you should be furnished with written particulars of certain grievances then mentioned fo you, we now do
ourselves the honor to place before you sueh records for your consideration, to enable you to judge as to the. merit of our
complaints.

P Fipst—ds to the closing of Port Hucking—We would point out to you, that though this place has beer closed so long,
it is one of the most important for net-fishing, in coneeguence of its close neighbourhood to Sydney. .

Port Hacking—the fish in which are mostly of & migratory character—is not a breeding-place, as may be shown by the
bare sandy nature of the bottom, and the strong run of tide, which would prevent any spawn from remaining even if placed
there by the fish ; but the adjacent rivers, as the natural spawning end breeding ground in this locality, should be-closed.

In fine weather, the school fish coming in from the southward, go into the borbour and’ continue on into the river, and
in both arms, or branches of the river, deposit their spawn. - Having done so, and immediately on the return of stormy weather,
the preat majorify, if not all of the fish, leave again for the ocean, : )

In stormy weather, the fish entering the harbour do not proceed to the river at all ;. but, making a circle within the
harbour, head again for the ocean, close by the Osks, and are lost-as food, proceeding to the acean on theit jouwrney northwards.
] Such prohibition, therefore, is no protection to the fish ; and, as can be adduced by abundant proof, when net-fishing
+ was allowed in Port Hacking, the fish were more plentiful than they are at present, after being so long closed. Yét, while the
fishermen are so debarred from using these waters, private persons Liave bosts—their own or otherwise—for fishing purposes ;
and freguently, persons, thongh prohibited, have wed dynamite, &e., which, when used, destroys more fish, spawn, &d., than
would pupply the markets of Sydney. S Second—

Hir,
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Secondmmds to the closing of Georye’s River —This river nearly takes sceond place to Pork Hacking, inasmuch as it is ‘
thie only refuge for the fishermen In boisterovs weather, and is the only sheltered place in that Jocality. .

: Greorge’s River is teeming with fish, which if nob eawght, will, like their fellows in Port Hacking, disappear on the reluren
of stormy weather, and be lost to the fishermen and, of course, to the public.

This river should be open from the moutl: to the Saltpan Creek, because it ia above this point on the river that the fish
deposit their spawn and breed. From Saltpaz Creek to the head of the waters of the river whereon the spawn is deposiled, . ,
there is from 20 to 30 miles of deep water, exclusive of inlets, crveeks, bays, &e., and with such an area of closed waters for i
spawning and breeding purposes, the opening of the river to the point named—rviz., Saltpan Creek—con in no way whaever H
interfere with the breeding, the increase in number, or the natural spawning ground of the fish. |

With regard to the Wynora River, the greater portion of it is & naturnl breeding ground, and, on account of the rough - [
nature of the bottom, and great depth of wuter, eannof be disturbed by fishermen. However, below the crossing place it
should be left open, ns on aceount of the strong run of tide preventing the deposit of spuwn, the working of this part of the
rviver eannct interfere with the spawining ground or the breeding of the fish; but further, in the hotter months of the year,
neither of the above rivers ean be worked on account of the great quantity of blubber floating in the water, which effectually
prevents the fishermen from working, as nets anid gear, worked whero this matter is, will Yo entively destroyed. i

Thongh these rivers have been closed to fishermen, private boats are in the habit of getbing from fifteen to thirty dozen
of whiting per bont in & single day, and there are dozens of boats daily on the viver. Again, many of these people dig holes in
the shoal places at the mouth of the river for the purpose of getiing worms for bait. These heaps of sand, and the holes
alongside, destroy the natural hauling grounds of the fishermen in that porfion of the river, now open to them, ’ T

Third-—dAs vegards the closing of the Rivers and Tributaries of Poré Jackson—The experience of men working in these
waters proves that cloging the river—from Gladesville bridge upwards on the main river, about 50 miles of foreshore; tha i
whole of Tmne Cove from.its epening, some 80 miles of foreshore; Iron Cove, ahove bridge, about 8 miles of foreshore ; |
Johnson’s Bay, from Glebe Island bridge wpwards, an extent of some 6 miles of foreshore; Middle Harbour, from Spit
upwards, an extent of about 50 miles of foreshore, making a total of 144 miles of foreshores reserved from fishing—is foo great;
an ares to resorve, more particularly as o great extent of the open waters or foveshores are taken up by reclamations, moorings,
and other purposes, precluding the possibility of being used by net-fishing. These latter act in themselves as breeding grounds,
and it wonld be desirable in the interests of the fishermen, as well as the public generally, that the above reservations shonld
be considerably reduced in extent, when it ¢can be proved that doing so would 1ot in- the elightest degree interfere. with the
breeding, spawning, or accumulation of the fish. Consequently, we would suggest that the Iimits for reservetions should be as
follows :—The main river from Ryde bridge upwards, and Lane Cove from the bridge upwards.

Hiddle Harbowr—These waters ave very limited in hauling grounds above the Spit, and the foreshores being very
steep, nets cannot be used. The only suitable and precticable place for hauling is up the main arm to s point known as
¢ Fishermen’s Point,” about a mile from the oronge groves. We wounld consider it sdvisable to close above this point, lesving
the whole of the remsinder open as we have supgested. The other portions nnworkahble would, in themselves, be natural
regerves- These reservations, however, showld be closed only in the winter months, from April te the Ist of October. By
this means, the market of the mebropolis could be supplied with the freshest of fish, when not procurable from Iong distances,
whicl, when attempted, has enused a serious loss, and destruction of good edible foed.

Bxperience has taught us that after the summer months the larger fish in their migratory chavacter leave these waters,
and dariag the winter the small fry left behind congregate in the creeks and shoals of the exiremities of the rivers and their
tributaries, and grow and become marketable in summer, The fish, mullet, which the menare precluded from eatehing during
the summer months—the river being closed—leave the locality ot a time when they are raught in such quantities as to berome
a drug in the market, 'Phey are almost unsaleable, and decidedly mnot profitable. With this knowledge and experience to
gaide us, the remedy suggosts itself—viz., to allow the fish to be caught in the swmmer months when the markeb is scantily
supplied, and the fish have not commenced.to leave the rivers, -

" The rivers &s now reserved, apart from the reasons already adduced, do not allow of the men being able to procure a
living, not to spealt of supplying themselves with the necessury applisnces bo carry ouf their avoestion, and keeping same in
repair, consequently they have to resort to prawn catching, which has been the only thing that has supported them. Faifing
this, many of them have had to relinguish their occupation, thus throwing out of employment from eighty to 100 men on these
rivers alone, not to speak of the .capital lying idle in the chape of fishing gear. A

Fourth—.ads Lo the closing of Brofen Bay and. the Hawkesbury River.—The natursl hsuling grounds are from the
PBarranjoey into Fittwater, as far as Newport, to its fullest extent on its eastern shores, and thence along the western shores fo
West Head. From this point on the southern shore, the hauling grounds are very limited. The distance between West Head
and -Cowaz-Cowan is about 5 miles, aud on the whole of the shore theve is only one place which can be made use of for hauling.
Of the watars of Cowan-Cowan, in consequence of the bold nature of the foreshores, no wse can be made with the present nets
allowed or legalized, and only with eertain kinds of nets, which are prohibited, these Waters are seldom or ever used by fisher-
men with the nets, but almost solely for line fishing, and the creeks and tributaries to these waters are seldom or sver used by
fishermen excepting in very bad weuther, The river on either sids of Cowan-Cowan, to the site of the Hawkesbury River X
bridge, offers little or no fscilities for net work. Ior example, in Porfer By, where great numbers of fish congregate, it has
been experienced that in consequence of the uneven nature of the bottom, fish escape under the netd; consequently, this

= loeality has been almost relinquished by the fishermen.
- Danger Tsland was a very good place to haul nets on, but since the conbractors there earrying out the bridge works by I
brilding their punts, &e., bave estaked the place to such an extent, it hes become totally unfit for working, ‘The same i3 i

spplieable to Aullel Creek, Tn this Iatler place there remains but one haul, or place the$ can he used for that purpose. The
rosiclue of the river, as far as 1 mile above Mangrove Creek, can consistently be proclaimed open, as from the bridge to this.
point, there are o number of places which offer themselves as natural reserves for fish unassailable to nets.

Berowra Creek.—As regards Berowra Creek, it would be desirable to have spne open fo & point known as Craft's Creek,
Tle residue of this creek could be closed, as likewise the upper or extreme portion of these tributaries.

Considering the facilities now offered by rail—between this most important river and the metropolis—every facilily
should be offered for the fishermen to ply their avoentions. The many objections shown as existing in the other rivers, apply
to this river also. . ’

Jfth—1TInre Tuggerak Lokes—The grievancesthe fisherman lahour under u thess waters are numerous. The reserves
proclaimed are such as to thoroughly paralyse the industry, in consequence of the hauling grounds, which have, wp to fhe last
proclamation, always been left open, being now in almost every instance closed, and the unveserved portions, from their
formution of bottom and foreshore—either excessively weedy, shoaly, rocky, and full of drift-wood, or mags——are in themselves
natural reserves, and totally unworkable by nets, or other appliances. The ares of the lakes, ox rather its foreghores, must ab
least represent sorme 60 or more miles, not fo epeak of creeks, or other inlets, Of this there is fully a.third closed to fishing,
and i would appear to auy obsérvant person that the manner in which these reserves have been worked out, would lead to the
belief that mo regard or consideration had been teken as to the nabure of the loeality, its hed, foreshores, &e., but simply
carried out haphazard. It s an established fact that the Commission have not had any survey of the lake, sonsequently are
quite ignorant as to its character, and where the reserves should be justly proclaimed. :

It can be shown beyond dispute that the greater portion of the open waters of these lakes, unreserved from fishing, are
natural reserves unassailable by nets; hence the small fry can grow there undistarbed. The many creeks emptying themselves
into the lakes are breading grounds, and should. be kept closed for that purpose, and the whole of the foreshores of the lakes
should be kepf open. As regords the entrance from the sez to the main or Tuggarah Lake, the current is so sfrong in its L.
vieinity, that little or no fishing can be dene ; and further, it can be proved by observation, thet = great amount of fish enter S
and leave the lake through the passage, plainly showing thaf the lake is not supplied by fish that are spawned or bred in it,
hut by a mass of fish that enter it from the sea. : ’ . '

. «In conclusion, we may mention that in consequence of the character of numerous reservations made on these lakes, the
fighing industry has been paralysed, and the fishermen compelled to retire, not making sufficient to subsist on—not to speak of
keeping their costly gear fit bo carry out their calling. : . ' ‘ ‘

Sixth-—With reference to Lake Macguarie.~~ We would observe that many of the statenents made ‘in this eommunica.
tion, when speaking. of the other fishing grounds, apply with egual force to Lake Macquarie. : L

‘We would, however, desire specially to draw your attention o the ack of the Grovernment in selling 9% miles of the foreshores

of this Inke to a building society, much to the detriment of the fishermen, as the whole of the 94 miles of foreshores sold is good
. L ) hanling .
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hauling ground. We would, therefore, vespeetfully request tho Government to reswme this land, and in no-case £o alienate
the foreshores of any of the harbours, rivers, lakes, &o., of New South Wales (when the ground is nof taken up by wharves, or
other works of o similar nature), as that would empower private owners to debar fishormen in the pursuit of their ealling from
using the forgshoves. } i

Length of Nets.—With reforence o nets, it is felt to be a great hardship that fishermen should be debarred in open
weters from using the lengbh of net they, as practical men, deem necessury to earry on their business.

On some fishing grounds the legal length of net is sufficicnt, and more than sufficient in many cases, but on other fishing
growads, by reason of the meture of the Dbottom, the position of the hauling gound, the depth of water, &e y—bo have to
use the slort legal length—simply means in such cases, that no matter how plentiful the fish may be, a day’s work will not,
return & day’s wage. Thisis incontrovertible, and it mey be pointed out in this connection that practical fishermen will take
all eare that they do not add to their labours, by increasing, unnecessarily, the length of the nets they use. We are not now,
in any way, referring to the size of the mesh. Our contention is, thut with the necessary restrictions—such as prohibiting the
casting of o net from shore to shore, aeréss a river or o creek, &c.,—fishermen ought to be allowed to judgs for themselves
what length of net they should use under certain cireumstances, '

Aad now with reference to what has been said in the preceding remarks, we would say, generally, that the great want
felt by the fishermen iy that there is too little ground open to work upon, and this, nob becawse it is naburally so, but because,
as we believe-—and our beliefs in this matter are based upon intelligent and extensive practical experience—that fishing grounds

. have been closed where closing would have no beneficial effect in the direction intended--viz., the preservation and multiplice-

tion of the fish—for the reasons given befors, which reasons sammarised ave : Many of the grounds closed are not spawning
or breeding grounds, and therefore the elesing of such will not do good in the, direction intended; and such places, as
we have poirted onb in o previons part of this poper, sveh ns Port Haching, aud pertions of the vivers, &e., mentioned,
should certainly be throwr open us suggested. Apain, natural hauling grounds heve heen closed, and nabural reservations
have been left open, as witness Taggerah Takes. Such actions as these meon to the fishermen simply, that to a lesser or grenter
extent, they are shub out from their legitimate employment. Sydney harbour, to a very preab extent, has been decreased in
aren to the fishermon by the silting up of the harbonr, the smwount of ground taken wp by moorings, and the foreshores by
wharves, &o.  Apain, some of the places referred fo bave been closed at the wrong time, and in some cases, one ab least, the
utility of closing at all is very questionable, For instance, Greovge’s River, with its many natural sppwning grounds or reser-
vations, apart from the main river, and,the tributaries of Sydney harbour, much the same. Why should these places be
closed when fish are to be canght, which, i not caught, will, to a very great extent, be lost to those interested—viz,, the public
and the fishermen; for when the fish leave the rivers, as has already been refcrred to, they go wowards the oeean in such
numbers that big catches have to be made in two or three days during the senson, aud thongh many are caught, the fisher-
men receive only a small price for the fish senf into the market. A great portion go bad, as there are more fish than the
market can use, and the great body of the fish from the rivers, which if canght at the propsr time, and in smell qoantities,
would have kept the market supplied, at a cheap rate, witl good edible food, is lost to everyone concerned by proceeding to
the ocean, : ’ )

1t is a well known fact that in the swinmer season grent quantities of fish ure lost in carrying the fish from Jong
distanies to the metropolis. ’

Again, we would respectfully draw your atterfion to the existing law, und to that part of it bearing upon the punish-
meénts to be inflicted for breaches of the same. We refer to the fact that wnder certain circumstances tho Commissioners are
empowered to demand the confiscation of the nets of o fisherman who has broken the law. Surely it is a harsh, not to say
oruel law, which tekes away from the offender his tools of trade ; without which he is, so far ns the lawis concerned, plnged in
n position of total inability to earn his living ; but what can we think of & law that empowers these sume Commissionors who
bave seized & net because it is illegal, to turn round deliberately and with the sanction of the Juw sell to whomsoever will buy
that which is illegal—viz., tho net that they have just seized. We beg to assure you that we do not for & moment desire to
excuse the law-breakers, but we do earnestly desire that the law may be alteved, and that its administration may be such, that
practical fishermen will not be tempted to break laws which their experience and intelligence tell them, to not tend ia any
way to achieve the ends aimed at, though they, the fishermen, cannot by working as hard as they please within the four cor-
ners of the Acf, maintain those dependent on them with the necessaries of life, not to speak of its comforts. One of our aims
a3 an agsociation is in the words of the constitution {to which we beg to refer you, and a copy of which is enclosed)—* T'o have
the izws of the Colony, relating to the fishing industry, and to the distribution of fish, put on a {air and equitable basis.” We,
us practical men, conversant with the habits of the fish on this coast, the nature of the grounds over which they live and breed,
the time and manner of their epawning, &e., are prepared to prove that wany of the methods used by the Wisheries Commis-
sion for the preservation of the fish, liave nob been the best methods ; rather, we vegret to slate, very much the reverse. We
do not desire to say a word againet the gentlemen forming that Commission. We believe that they are gentlemen whose
desire it jsto desl fairly bebween the public and the fishermen, but we point out, and we do so wilh the greatest respeot, that
Lewever honest their intentions, without practical men on the Commission, they cannot possibly edminister the Act infelli-
gently, or indiente wherein the Act is opposed to the very objects for which it wna passed. In reply, it may be stated that
they have practical officers to guide thein, but we beg to state that it is not so in 2ll eases, and when the officers are intelligent
practical men, we are safe in saying that they will agree with what we have suggested in this communication as the right way
to deal with the different fishing grounds. Wa therefore beg that you will arrange to have the fishermen represented en the
Commission by two of their own number, to be elected by themselves. If thisis conceded, a way will be opened to reducs
the friction that at present unhappily exists. As an association, our only desire is to have equitable and intelligent luws sur-
rounding the fish industry, for it cannot be in the interests of any body.of men more than ourselves to have good laws passed,

_and esee them properly and inteHigently administered. Our rules are so framed that we shall be nbls o act as detectives ounx-

selves, and punish those who would selfishly pursue 2 course that would be detrimental to the interests of the whole body ;
sad, we would point out, that to preserve from destruction the fish on the coast, comes home with a keener and greater interest
to us g8 professional fishermen than it possibly can to any other body. .

‘We will nof; rere teke up your time in giving reasons why we should be represented on the Commission, further than to
remind you that “ there shonld be no taxetion without representation,” and that is as true to-dey as on the day the phrase
was first used, and when we tell you that many fishermen—the man from “ Tipperary,” notwithstanding—have this year had
to pay the tax out of the months of their children, you will see that it is & seriousitem to many of cur members.

Qfficial Recognition.—In connection with this association, we beg that you will grant ue such official recognition, end
give such instructions as will enable the execntive of the association to receive from time to time o copy of all proclamstions,
gazettes, maps, plans, &c., connected with: the fishing indusiry, or in which fishormen, as a body, may be interested, and which
in the fubure may be issued from the Government Departments.

Library.—We have the honor to inform you that for the purpose of carrying out the objects of our associakion, we ave -
forming & library o diffuse sound practical information among our members, We have many friends who are willing and
who have promised to assist us in this matter—amongst whom are several Members of Parlisment—and we would now respect-
fully ssk that the Government would be pleased to present to the associstion such publications in the shape of books, blme
hocks, maps, &e., usare ab the command of the Government, and wowld be useful for the purposes named, They will be well and
faithfully kepf in our room, at the Town and Country Chambers, Elizabeth-street, and will be placed in the custody of the
trastees of the assoeiation, which has been duly registeved.

Trusting we shall seon heat favonrably from you. ‘We have, &c., .

. The Executive: .
President—IAMES J. MACFADYREN. -
Vige-Presidents . f-‘ l\IZI?IE‘IZJVLﬂ;?TNT '
(F. WOODS, senr. -
H. FREARCE.
Committee 4 C. HASTIE.
. T. GABCOIGNE.
E. BARBOUR.
Treqsurer—B, FANNING.
Hon. Sseretary—F. €. COX.

Sydney : Charles Potier, Governnient Printer,—1839,
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